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Tide 1 bad — * annually. 9 
reſume my examination of the financial ape- 
rations of the French government; yet as the re 
venues of that nation are now chiefly ſupplied by 
the ſpoliation of their allies, and as the hiſtory; 
of their finances is more and more identified with, 
that of their armies, I have, relinquiſhed an uns, 
dertaking too intimately connected with dad 
that are beyond my ſphere. 

Among the papers, however, 8280 1 bad al- 5 
ready collected, was one which contained an afler-, 
tion that appeared to deſerve a very, cloſe. inveſti, 15 
gation; I mean the meſſage wherein the Directory, 
declared, that rherr reſaurces are entire. The more 
I conſidered that aſſertion, the morel was convinced, 
that on, its truth or falſehood the fate of Europe of 
depends, and that a true picture. of the preſent: 
ſtate of France, diſplaying her daily increaſing, 
impoveriſhment, might afford matter for a mpre 
uſeful and inſtructiye work, than a tediaus-cata-, 
logue of the ſwindling —_— of her go- ; 
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yernment. It appeared to 'me that an impartial 
and accurate analyſis of her internal reſources 
might contribute to diſpel the dangerous deluſion 
which repreſents her multiplied ſucceſſes as re- 
ſulting from a ſuperiority in real and durable 
ſtrength, as well as to open the eyes of thoſe 
nations who do not yet perceive, that, by pur- 
ſuing her ſteps, they condemn themſelves to all 
the dreadful calamities of univerſal e 
and miſery. 65 55 
During my progreſs it ae aten that T 
received intereſting documents, which ſhould 
have been inſerted in one of the chapters already 
fniſhed and ſent to preſs. Hence 1 have been 
obliged to throw into the notes many articles 
"whoſe importance would have entitled them to a 
place in the text. Had I determined to intro- 
duce them according to 4 mere methodical ar- 
rangement, and for that pürpoſe to fe. model my 
work, or had 1 made a point of giving it that 
perfect regularity of diſpoſit tion, in which it is 
now deficient, I ar well aware, that, as a Tite- 
rary production, it would have | been leſs | ex. 
to criticiſm * but 1 am aware alſo, that i I 


1 


the mean while the grand « I; 8 Which will decide 


| betweth the civilization or bärbariſm of dur ſpe- 


_ cies; is rapidly advancing!” nn 
5 The preſent work, "hbwever, afſilmies no higher 
: l than that of a faithful collection of m mas 
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((. iy # 
terials for ſome future hiſtorian of the French 
revolution “; and my whole object is gained, if 
theſe open an extenſive field for the contemplation 
of ſtateſmen. To them, and more eſpecially to 


the miniſters of neutral powers, I ſubmit the fol- 


lowing facts, which, though too little known or 
attended to, ſufficiently demonſtrate, that the de- 


plorable inactivity of the northern powers will 


ſooner or later ſubject them to the ſame fate that 
is now falling on the nations of the ſouth, 
But as it is not till towards the concluſion that 
this awful truth is fully diſplayed, it may be proper 
to give a ſhort ſtatement of the whole train and 
analyſis of the propoſitions whence ſo important 
an inference is deduced : \namely, | 
That the depreciation of the paper circulation, 
the confiſcation and ſequeſtration of property, 
the law of the maximum, the requiſitions, ' and 
the forced loans, combined with the various 


evils and expenſes of the war, have radically and- 


completely exhauſted the reſources of France ; 
that ſhe has ſacrificed the flower of her popula- 
tion ; that her agriculture has fallen into decay, 


and that the =" mam Er loſt. both the 2 5 | 
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* All U quotations for which no authority i is egen y named, 
are extra = from the Monitem, which may be confidered as the 
archive3 of revolutionized France, that paper alone containing 'the 
debates- of the two Councils, the official reports of the commuters, 
and the ciycular letters of the miniſters. 


A compariſon of theſe extracts with the originals will prove that I f 


have — to the latter with tlie moſt ſcrupulous fidelity. 
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and the means of productive induſtry, their 
taxable incomes are reduced to one third of their 
former amount. | | ee 

- That the ordinary national revenue is dimi- 
niſhed in the ſame proportion, while the new 
form of government is twice as expenſive as the 
eaten e 

8 That the oppreſſors of that nation can only 


reſtrain the deſpair of the people by coercion ; 


and that they are already in the fame ſituation as 
the Roman empire during the expiring convul- 


ſions of diſſolution, when; as Monteſquieu ob- 


ſerves, it could ſubſiſt neither with nor without 
its prætorian bands. areas 

LIhhat under the corpfold anpbdibility of either 
diſbanding or paying their troops, foreign inva- 
ſion is become their only preſervative againſt a 
civil war, as well as the very aliment of their 
exiſtence; and that to ratify, a general peace, 


Would be to paſs ſentence of Mons upon them- 


Wes. ; 

That if the Diredory were not cinkin@ivay i im- 
pelled to war and deſtruction, they would be ir- 
reſiſtibly hurried on in the ſame career, by the 
inevitable neceſſity of filling up the deficit of 


* 


their revenues with the plunder of ſurrounding | 


nations; and that not only the produce of mi- 
litary ſpoliations is neceſſary for new military 
achievements, but their intergal poverty is ſuch. 


* 


(wil) 


that they can henceforth exiſt at home. only by 


the produce of the rapacity they exerciſe abroad. 
That all their policy now conſiſts in imitating 
that of ancient Rome, namely, engaging only 


in partial wars, by ſecuring the neutrality of 
their more powerful neighbours, while they are 
cruſhing and plundering the weaker. 


That by the effects of this policy thoſe powers 
are enfeebled, while France appears comparatively - 


ſtrong, and will be able to attack and deſtroy all 
the other governments of Europe in ſucceſſion, 
_ unleſs they once more unite around a common 
ſtandard for their mutual protection. 

That peace is no longer practicable, except on 


a footing. which ſhall compel that nation of plun- 


derers, whoſe element is war, to reſtore all their 
conqueſts ; and thus ſecure a.return eyen of their 
own happineſs, by forcing them to quit the ca- 
reer of hoſtile pillage and territorial aggrandize- 
ment, for the peaceful arts of productive labour. 


That nothing but a complete reſtitution of 


thoſe provinces which the German princes ſeem 
diſpoſed to abandon, can prevent the Empire from 
falling under the ſame military deſpotiſm, the ſame 


general impoveriſhment, and the ſame ſtate of 


moral and political degradation and barbariſm, 
in which the republican ravagers of France have 
plunged that once happy and 1 king · 
dom. j 17%} 
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(vii) 
That the neceſſity of renewing the war is in 
We to the importance of peace, and to 
that of ſaving modern Europe from an equally 
humiliating and much more deſtructive yoke than 
was formerly: impoſed on the vyined world, by 
the Goths and Vandals. . | 
That ſince. the a ot 55 * ignate, ite, 
Directory are unable to continue the ſtruggle with 
their own reſources; and as the ruin of the ar- 
mies of the republic muſt be the conſequence of 
the inability to maintain them, the ſureſt means 
of accompliſhing that ruin, is to oppoſe them 
with ſuch military exertions as will be adequate 
to reſtrain their further progreſs, and prevent 
tdem from ſubſiſting any longer by plunder. 
And laſtly, that the Deliverance of Europe is 
infallible, if 4/ unite in ſuch ſacrifices as are 
proportioned to the alarming danger with which 
all are menaced; and not only teſume their arms, 
but ſolemnly engage never to lay them down, 
till France is once more compelled to retire 
Within her ancient frontiers. 

Such is the ſeries of propoſitions ITY I 150 | 
endeavoured to illuſtrate and eſtabliſh in the fol- 
lowing pages: and as they appear to me founded 

in the utmoſt degtee of moral certainty and truth; 
as I have brought the financial hiſtory of revo- 
| lutionized France down ta the period when her 


grand fictitious reſource is irrecoverably dried uß. 


\ 


0 is ) 

While the real reſources that remain would be in- 
adequate even to a peace eſtabliſhment, if peace 
could ever coexiſt with ſuch a government ; as 
L flatter myſelf J have demonſtrated, that the 
Directory can no longer ſubſiſt but on the ſpoil | 
of. ſurrounding nations; and as nothing more 
remains for me to add, on a ſubject which I have 
purſued through fix ſucceſſive publications, I 
now relinquith an undertaking to which I was 
at firft led by the circumſtances in which 1 
was placed, and in which I have met ſuch nu- 
merous opponents. 

Some of theſe have indulged in the moſt ex- 
traordinary inſinuations relative to the indefati- 
gable perſeverance with which I have inceſſantly 
repeated, ever fince the year 1795, that the 
finances would ultimately prove the weakeſt and 
moſt vulnerable part of that military republic; 
that the only means of overturning it, are to 
unite againſt that nation of plunderers; and that 
their fall would be inevitable, were they once re- 
duced to their own internal reſources. Having. 
therefore, now brought this examination of thoſe 
reſources to a cloſe, it will net be improper to de- 
elare, that one of the principal motives which in- 
ſpired me with reſolution, and gave me additional 
ſtrength to undertake ſo laborious a work, was; 
that, having negotiated and ſigned the firſt treaty 
of peace ever concluded with the French republic; 


4 


OOTY ” 2 4 

. x4 
= = 8 5 
. , - SEED 


— 


- 
— — 5 
1 2 | SE. — 2 d : 
- -— * — 2 _ W AT- 22 * +: 
— — — DEV ©: 


P = = 
— 2 — 


« . þ 4 5 2 


4 Raz 

- 

K. 
9 


. 


= 
1 
= 
9 
AX A 
8 
'Y 
25 


* 


F 


— 


off”: m_ (SS. * Tp SS Ie >» 


1 * 
and that treaty having been no ſooner conclùge 
than violated (of which act of perfidy the miſ * 

of Geneva, and, to a certain degree, thoſe of Swit® 
zerland, were the fatal conſequences), Iconceived. £ 
from my peculiar ſituation, that it was a ſacred 
duty to conjure all other nations to diſtruſt the. 
I more than Punic faith of the new pretended | 
maſters of the world. | 
Another motive concurred in ſtrengthening my 
zeal. In one of the moſt inſtructive works that 
| ever did honour to the human mind, Adam 
| Smith, when treating of the cauſes of national 
wealth and proſperity, has demonſtrated that theſe 
A happy effects depend on the. multiplication and 
improvement of productive labour. It appeared 


— 4 


to me, that his train. of arguments only required 
| the illuſtration of correſponding facts to be 
. brought within the reach of the moſt ordinary 
| capacity; that, from the effects of the French re- 

volution, materials for an inſtructive work on the 

cauſes of the impoveriſhment of nations might 

already be drawn; and from its rapid changes, 

new data for the moſt important of ſciences, that 
of the adminiſtration of governments and empires. 
Hitherto regenerated France is ſcarcely known but 
dy her crimes ; we may now diſplay the puniſh- 
ment with which theſe crimes are inevitably 
purſued ; we may now ſhow the world with 
what unparalleled rapidity her citizens, once fo 


* 
' 


* 


„„ 
indyſtrious and ſo rich, have fallen into poverty 
ank barbariſm, at the very period when they 
imagined they were acquiring à coloſſal fortune 
by robbing and plundering themſelves, and by 
abandoning the arts of peace for the pillage of war. 
Thus we may tear away the veil that has too long 


covered the interior of France, and, if poſſible, 


throw new light on that grand truth ſo pointedly 
expreſſed by the celebrated citizen of Geneva: 


No nations are ſo much oppreſſed, or ſo wretched, 


as nations of conquerors : even their ſucceſſes 
| but contribute to augment their miſertes. 


- . 
. — 7 —e— & 
U — 


— nn 
n 


rn 

— 7 26"; — 
. - 

7 n 


= 
— 
— — 


> 


” we 


"4. Sh. fa . "Dt * y , 
33 tobe be eines =. a . 


4... 
— 


| = 
"0 
* 
'& 
* 
** 
1 
” 
F. 
4 
3 
* 
4 
7 
bo 
$ 
* 
1 
1 
2 
* 
1 
K 
#4 
i 


% _ 3 % 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER 1I. 


THE Sources from which the Riches of a Nation, and 
the Revenue of its Government, are derived Page 1 


CHAPTER H. 
The phyſical, political, and A” Cauſes of the er 
and future Depopulation of France = 3 
CHAPTER III. 


Fallacioufneſs of the ive Advantages which the Cultiva- 
Tors of Land expected to derive from the Revolution, 
Exorbitancy of the Lund-tax. Veralions of the 


Garniſers. Increaſe of the Expenſes of Cultivation. 


Pall in the Price of Land, and its Produce. Scar- 
city of Hands. Rapid Decline of Agriculture. Wretch- 
edneſs of the Inhabjtants of the Country — 42 


- - N 
_— _— «-* — . - — ==, - . . -' 
A 4 * x n , FE 4% 
* Rae 12 ö .» 4 . « had 1 
MF 2 —— — .. e - 


o — 
— 


45 * . * © 
. ct gon OT Iu 
* r Y — 4 8 
r 


CO — ——ẽ—ũjvà́k l ů — - — — 2 — _ - — _ 
, - * 1 
iy 6 - 


— 


2 


* 
— 


— 


2 772 * — — = 
— n — — =. 


9 


—— 
- 
"7% 


a Se EEE Eon > ops 


4 bas 


= — 


— — — — 


„„ r 
— — And 7 . 6 - 8 — — 2 © 


LE 


„ > 


; CHAPTER 1 
The former Proſperity of 'the French Colomes, and their 
preſent e — Page 132 
q - CHAPTER. V. 


Decline Wo the e Manufaftures of France. Frauds 
committed in them. The Cauſe of Ujury, its Progreſs 


and Effects. Tie i in the Price of Labour 163 ö 


CHAPTER VI. 
Of the profes State Y Commerce. i in France 220 


* 3 
" — wo. 41 


© CHAPTER vn. 


Summary of the Loſſes of the Hauch, both in Capital 
and in Income. Effects of theſe Loſſes on the L. 
nantes. Ineſfechual Attempts of the [woo Councils to con- 
ctal the Amount f the Deficit 15 the Year vi. 243 


f * 


CHAPTER vin. 


Murer 2 NOS N in thtir 1 on 
the Cauſe of the Deficit, and ie proper Means of 
" Fllmg it up. Abſurdity of their Theories of Finance. 
Influence of the Errors of the Economiſts: on the Diſ- 

. order of the public Revenue, and on 0 Crimes of the 

. Revolution = * ib. \6 2 0 


* * 41 4 


— 


% © & * 
( ; ) 
44 * 0 
71 1 , 
* - 
* 
* 


Iroeftigation. of all the Contributions Zananded a the 
Inhabitants of France during the Year wit. Exami- 
nation of the five Reſources which their Leaders are 
appoſed to poſſeſs. to anſiver their Diſburſements=-Na- 
tional Domains; Paper Circulation; Loans; Gratu- 
tous Donations; and T axes on Luxury.” The Uſurpers 
diſcover the Inſufficiency of each of theſe Reſources, 
and the imminent Danger of the Republic periſting by 
the Finances -.- Page 312 


CHAPTER X. 
The Impoſſebility of the French Government recurring fo 


Confiſcations, Requiſitions, and forced Loans. The 


revolutionary Refources are exhauſted -..; 354 


CHAPTER XI. 


CONCLUSION. 
The French 22 can 10 longer fubjift but by means of 
War | "we. 1 410 
5 ' SUPPLEMENT. | | 


On the Revs, the Deficit, and a ek of the | 
ech e on the oh of June 1799 437 


” 83 * 
» 
© 


— 8 * * +4 _ . on 2 1 0 * i 
8 K r 6— 1 ECD Patt. » o + ak A 


. „ — ” — 
— — — ͥ˖ ¹ꝛ?.n — —˙—2..ꝛ — — — 
— * — — —— — 7 — 2 — > ® * 


? * ( H a F - > A - 4 2 . = — - 
2 * — — ts. 5 TX £4 22D _ 


ERRATA, 5 


N 2, 3 13, for their, read, its 


Il, — 
185 * 
2. 
Fs: 


43, — 
5 — 
57 — 
60, — 
76, — 
F 82, 82 
97 — 
102, r: 


I, for Buit his, read, But this 

18, for conſequence—becomes, read, conſequences—become 

22, for retarded diſcovery, read, protracted diſtreſs 5 
15, for political 1 % N wealth 
ult. for tha lies, read | 

9 of noe, for — read, 9, ooo, oool. 

8 fiom bottom, for eſtabliſhing, read, re-eſtabliſhing 
12 or able to purchaſe na; Be MT 

ram bottora, for 9 read, eve hg Ig | 
for unfounde „ read, u 

22 1255 note, for zolden, 2 gilded 

13 from bottom, for this, cad, theſe / 
25s for Nor are all cheie inveſtigations, Py All wy 8 

Tions, however; and in line 26, for any longer, read, are no 
longer 

4 from bottom, for more or lefs oppreſſive read, more or leſs liberal 


118, — penult. for oxen, read, awn 


. 
130. — 
14, — 


145 — 
; 151, — 
157, — 
Ls 
162, — 


1774. 


179, 
85. 
188, 
2153 
241, 
275 
284, 
285, 
307, 
312, 
314, 
315» 


GENS TEST SEL. 


17, for This, read, If, however, this 
18, for their, read, ſack 
13, for their, and thernſelves, read, his, and himſelf 
4 hom bottom, for the condition of their Qlaver, mad, their condition 
9 from bottom, for to, read, from 
18, for In, read, It r & MA 
8, the Cape, read, Cape 88 
Io, for diſorganization, read, vengeance 
I5, for every bleſſing, read, ſo many bleſſings 
note, for fix n e and . millions, read, 
1,60 * * 
13, for April, read, iſt February 
9, de by; and Inne fg, for the home trade, Ae 
257 for is, read, was 
9 of the note, "for pichegru, »cad, Pichegru's party 
5 or her — her, read, their —their 
bottom, for though, ui, as 
Fer after adopted, add, in France 
23, for own riches, vead, real capital 
1, for political, read, fiſcal | 
22, for boo, ad, 34 and lne-2 3, after land, inſert, perſonal. 
11, 705 not here, read, here only 
11 from bottom, after millions, mas, in permanent taxes 


| \ 


317, — 21, fe vii. cead, vu. 
30, — 15 dele who was 
323, — 9 frombottorn, for effefis,. read, . 


343, — 
{> 345, 
347 


348, —, 


5 — 


10, for was already prepared, read, Aready eren 

7, after balconies, inſert, coach gateways NY, > 

12, Z our finances, read, finance 

17, for reſources, read, efforts 

19, dele, ſo 

5 for emigrated ſamilies, read, TR of emigrants; Une 2, ſor 
them, cad, thoſe emigrants ; and line 8, for childres aud 
heirs, read, W relations 


— 


16% — 15, ite of chat cw Nucl 0 


368, — 
386, —— 
414, — 
418, * 
<< — 
3 
9 
446, — 


17, for four, read, five _ 
267 for yer, read, yet pp. {> 
12, for Briſſq, read, Briot | 
5, for to ſpill their blood, read, courage 
12 from bottom, after reſiſtance, "add, | being . 

2) for and that, read, otherwiſe ; line 3, dele ſhould 

4 from bottom, for Theſs, read, The 
22, for ſurhs, read, ſum ; and line penult. after W read, in 

e 8 to come in « 
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HISTORICAL 0 POLITICAL Suave, 


or THE 


LOSSES 


$USTAINED BY 


THE FRENCH Narbe 3 


N CONSEQUENCE OP: THE LATE REVOLUTION: AND —_ 
| PRESENT WAR.:., | 


SAL | — 


"CHAPTER: . m5, 
The n from wha the Riches of a Notion 1 the "2 


» Revenue. of its Government are derived. 


| Tur opulence of every Gate depends on the quan- 
tity of productive induſtry employed by its inhabit- 


ants ſor the ſupply of their ordinary wants, and to 


procure a ſurplus, of which they accumulate a part, 
while they devote the remainder to the public ex- 


penditure. Every nation that conſumes its whole 


produce muſt live in continual inquietude and alarm, 
and an accidental diſappointment would threaten 
them with the moſt dangerous calamities. 

The relative power and riches of nations, there- 


A fore, evidently depend on the ſurplus of produce 
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which they ſet apart for extraordinary diſburſements, 
and to augment, from year to year, their productive 
capitals. As the only ſources of this ſurplus are Po- 
pulation, Agriculture, Colonies, Manufactures, and 
Commerce, I ſhall, under theſe five heads, examine 
the aſſertion of the Directory, that *« the reſources of 
France are entire.” 

If we find her population decreaſing, hes agri- 
culture decaying, her colonies conquered, or utterly 
ruined and thrown into confuſion, her induſtry fail- 
ing, and her commerce annihilated, it will evidently. 
follow, that ſhe neither creates nor poſſeſſes, at this 
time, that ſurplus which forms the baſis of a durable 
proſperity : for her internal reſources ought not to be 

confounded with the pillage” ſhe exerciſes on ſur- 


_- rounding nations; proving at once the miſery of the 


plunderers, and the cowardice of the plundered. 
Nations, like individuals, do not abandon themſelves 
to ſuch expedients, till they have loſt all other hopes 
of ſubſiſting with honour upon the produce of their 
_— or the reſouroes of their credit. 


+ | 


| CHAPTER III. 16 

yo" 5 | | 3 . « 1 + <ni7ÞF 

The phyſical, political; and moral Cauſes of the reſend 
and future Depopulation of France. eg 

Tux flouriſhing ſtate of the population of France 
before the revolution is well known to the political 
world: the calculations moſt worthy of credit made 
it amount to twenty-five millions * of inhabitants. 
Whenever the preſent legiſlators have occaſion to 
ſpeak of the population of the republic, deſirous of 
ſwelling its numbers both in the eyes of their coun- 


trymen and of other nations, they conſtantly reſer 


to that computation, although made near twenty 
years ago; exactly as the Directory, in order to give 
a magnificent idea of the maſs of ſpecie in the re- 
public, have amuſed themſelves with publiſhing a 
regiſter, not of the ſpecie exported ſince the year 
1789, but of the gun total of the 1 oe 
Anon 0100 ty 
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That of M. Necker, which was the reſult of a laborious in- ; 


veſtigatiou, carried on under the Abbe Terray, makes the population 


of the kingdom amount to twenty-four millions eight hundred thou- 


fand, including that of Corfica. In the courſe of the following 
work I ſhall have frequent occaſion to quote the calculations of that 
' miniſter; not that I believe all of them to be perfectly accurate, but 


becauſe we may conſider theni as thoſe which approximate neareſt to 


the truth; inaſmuch as he was guarding againſt all ſpirit of ſyſtem, 
collected many facts which he — compared, and had more 
certain data to proceed on than any of he writers on the internal 
adminiſtration of France, 
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'; O08 all I bw been able to collect, either from 
acknowledged fats or conjectural computation, I am 
led to believe the beſom of the revolution, and that 
of the war it has generated, have ſwept away be- 

- tween two and three millions of Frenchmen. It is 
true, 1 am not poſſeſſed of the documents and official 
papers neceſſary to demonſtrate this reſult; but it 
may not, perhaps, be impoſſible to ſupply the place 
of thoſe which 'are ſuppreſſed, by comparing certain 
eftabliſhed' principles, and certain well-known facts, 
with thoſe accidental traits which have from time to 
time eſcaped in that very aſſembly, whoſe object is 
to throw an impenetrable veil over the n 
of their country. 
It is a long-eſtabliſhed Gim among the beſi-in- 
Far officers, that in:the courſe of a cam- 
paign an army loſes one third of the number with 
which it took the field; and that a greater proportion 
of theſe fall by ſickneſs than in battle. If ſuch were 
the fact in France under the former government, 
which was more careſul of the lives of its ſubjects, 
_ nd at a period when winter campaigns were uncom- 

mon, when intemperance, debauchery, and itregu- 
larity were repreſſed, and when the military hoſpitals 
were well regulated and plentiſully ſupplied, how 
much greater a proportion of ſoldiers muſt have pe- 
riſhed during this revolationary war, in which they 
have ſo often been deſtitute of clothing, of medicines, 
and even of bread! The authentic accounts of the 
deſtruction of Bournonville's firſt army, publiſhed at 
the time, are well known, as is the meſſage of the 


N 


Directory three years afterwards, complaining of 
being forced to refuſe the ſict in the army the aliments 
neceſſary for the recovery of their health. © 
The maxim above laid down being admitted, the 
following facts, which may now be conſidered as 
eſtabliſhed, may be adduced in further ſupport of it. 
iſt. That the ſecond and third campaigns, thoſe of 
1793 and 1794, have been more deſtructive than any | 
of thoſe commemorated in modern hiſtory, 2d. That 
in the beginning of 1795 the armies of the republic 
| were increaſed, not. to 1,400,000 effective men, as 
ſeveral committees declared, but to 1,200,000, in- 
cluding the ſervants who had the care of the bag- 
gage, and' the perſons employed in proviſioning the 
army and driving the teams. 3d. That in October 
1797, the miniſter of war certified, that the total of 
this immenſe army was 528,007 men. 4th. That on 
the 1ſt of July 1798, Villers, in his report, ſpeaks but 
of 400,000 men under the banners of the republic. 
If we admit this report as accurate, although I be- 
lieve it 'to be exaggerated, at leaſt by one fourth of 
the amount, it would appear that juſt one third of 
the 1,200,000 men, of which the armies conſiſted in 
the ſpring of 1795, at that time ſurvived. This is a 
much larger proportion than might be expected after - 
three campaigns and a half; but we muſt not forget, 
that during that interval there had been immenſe ” 
recruitments; {or Dumas aſſerted, that the national 
guards had thrice renewed the battalions of the defenders 
of their country ; and the authority of ſo well-informed 
an officer, to whom this inveſtigation was particularly 1 
committed, muſt here have very great PIG _— 
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This triple renowal of the armies becomes ſtill 
more probable, when we reflect with what careleſſ- 
neſs and profuſion the French generals ſacrificed their | 


troops in the firſt campaigns, eſpecially in thoſe of 


La Vendée. The loſſes of that war were long con- 
cealed, and C. Jourdan has, I believe, alone ſtated 


their amount, by declaring that it coſt the lives of 


vue hundred thouſand Frenehmen. It is evident, from 
his manner of ſpeaking, that he includes both royaliſts 
and republicans. . Now, as none of his opponents 


Who attacked his report made any objection to this 


paſſage, we may with the more confidence admit his 
flatement as approximating to the truth, eſpecially as 
Goupilleau and Dubois, who have ſpoken after him, 
inform us, that the population of the four depart- 


ments beyond the Loire amounted to 800,c00, and 


is diminiſhed by nearly one half. 

Long before the termination of the war in La 
Vendee, and towards the end. of the year 1794, an 
official regiſter was publiſhed, in which the loſſes of 
the firſt campaigns were computed at 800,290 repub- 
licans, including thoſe who died in the military hoſ- 
pitals, and 70,000 taken priſoners, . This eſtimate is 
confirmed by the particular calculations made in 
Germany, from which it reſults, that in October 


4795 the war had already coſt France more than a 
million of men. We muſt now add to that number 


the republican ſoldiers who periſhed in the weſtern 
departments, in the hayoc made on the banks of the 


"Rhine and the Danube, in the hundred and eleven 


battles fought in Italy, which, if we may believe 
General ID, on y coſt the e the loſs of 4 


(7) 


\ 


few brave men; and laſtly we muſt remember, that | 


the Swiſs did not ſubmit to the yoke without a manly 
ſtruggle. The deſtruction during theſe three laſt 
campaigns muſt have amounted, at the leaſt, to half 
the number of the four preceding, and I think we 
ſhall take an impartial medium, if we ſay that the 
war has hitherto coſt France about a million and a 
half of ſoldiers “. 


1 know not whether her governors will —_ this 


dreadful eſtimate of exaggeration, and I admit that 
they have enabled themſelves to deny it, by carefully 
deſtroying every paper that might have ſerved as 


a voncher. Of this we may judge by the ſpeech in 


which the Deputy Thouret reproached the war-offices 
„% with not having provided any flatement or any 
document, that might ſhow in what corps any indivi- 
dual citizen had been incorporated.” This was, in- 


deed, the moſt certain mean of burying in eternal 


oblivion the only data that might have revealed, at a 
ſuture day, the loſſes France has ſuſtained, 
Should any one here accuſe me of injuſtice, he muſt 
be ignorant of the ravages committed by the epidemic 
diſeaſes of-the military hoſpitals, which carried off 
not only the ſick and the convaleſcents, but moſt of 


the experienced phyſicians and ſurgeons; whence a 


new cauſe of mortality aroſe: for as there was no 
longer a regular ſupply of pupils, owing to the de- 
ſertion and annihilation of the ancient ſchools of 
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No doubt there were many foreigners in this number; but 
many more Frenchmen have fallen in the armies of the coaleſced 
n than of n under the banners of the . 22 
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ex- monks and barbers, who, under the name of - 


. 
phyſic and ſurgery *, the vacancies were filled by 


'cers of health, defiroy more of the ſpecies than war and 
famine. This, at leaſt, has been declared by the 


Deputy Vitet :-and his colleague Baraillon, who being 


himſelf a phyſician, deſerves ſome credence, has cer- 
tified, that in many of the military hoſpitals, /e 


„ ſhameleſs ignoramuſes have ordered corrofive fublimate 


and arſeme for emetics. Do not imagine,” he adds, 


the greater part of our brave defenders; no, tis fck-. 


" 


that it is the ſword of the enemy that has cut off 


'neſs; and I ſhould alarm and frighten you if I re- 
lated their effects.” N 7 | 


= tv. th 


* The decree of the 1 8th September 1793 ſuppreſſed all the 
ſcchools, colleges, and faculties of phyſic; and although, after the 


fall of 8 their re · eſtabliſhment was ſpeedily ordered, yet 
the ſame neglect attended this order that fruſtrated all t 

to the public education, the execution of which was prevented 
the poverty of the finances. Tbe Moniteur of 24th April 179 
contains an official report on the ci eee, of the preſent flate of this 
branch of public inſtruction, of which the following is an affecting 
extract: Thoſe who devote themſelves to the healing art are not 

- obliged to give proofs of oY ſtudied in any ſcience whatever ; 
they undergo no examination, and practiſe every branch of medicine 
they chooſe, without competition of candidates, without examination, 
without diploma, and without being authorized by law. No wonder 
then our N and country places are ravaged by empirics of every 
kind. Yet theſe men, whom humanity would proſcribe, ſtill find 
protectors and defenders. Auarciiy in medicine is their element; the 


e@fſaffinations they daily commit intimidate them not; they ſeem allied 


(with our moſt cruel enemies 7 extirpate the citizens of the republic.” 


A the commencement of the year 1798, Baraillon pointed out 


one of the principal cauſes of this anarchy; it is as follows: „ The 


: 


"officers of health attached to the civil hoſpitals have not received any 
2 of their ſalaries, during ten or eleven months. Hence ſome have 
been reduced to ſell their moſt neceſſary effects to avoid ſtarving, 
while others have been obliged wholly to abandon their profeſſion. 
- How is it ble the ſick ſhould receive proper relief, when thoſe 
Who ſhould relieve their ſufferings are left deſtitute of the means of 
ſubſiſtence ?"2 / 2 | | ELIT te | 2 22 
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This laſt obſervation alluded to a circumſtance fin- 


gularly fatal to the republican armies ; the immenſe 
number of youths, or rather of children, whoſe mar- 


tial zeal engaged them to enter the army before they 


_ 


were of an age to ſupport the fatigues of a campaign. 


Of theſe, the number that have fallen muſt be very 
conſiderable, fince General Jourdan, when propoſing - 
his new plan of a military conſcription for raiſing a a 
million of ſoldiers, was forced to admit that the com- 
plaints of Baraillon were too well founded, and be- 


came a powwerſul motive to receive into the army only 
. thoſe who/e growth was completed, and who have ac- 


quired their full trength. 


Combining the effects of all theſe extraordinary 
cauſes of mortality, I have eſtimated the total loſs ot 
the troops of France both by land and ſea at one mil- 
lion five hundred thouſand. 

It is' infinitely more difficult to calculate the num- 


ber of lives which the revolution has deſtroyed in the 
interior of the country, and yet I am much afraid 
we ſhall fall ſhort of the truth in appreciating them 


at only a million. I do not here allude to the num- 
ber of valuable lives cut off by the permanent or am- 
bulatory guillotines. How numerous ſoever theſe quo- 


| tidian executions may have been, the impreſſion they 


made aroſe from women being frequently among the 


victims, from their funereal catalogues being daily 

publiſhed, and from theſe containing the names of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſons in France; as for 
inſtance, Madame Elizabeth and M. de Maleſherbes. 


But I allude to the peaſantry who burned the country- 
houſes in 1789, and who were hunted down and 
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( 10) 
killed by hundreds. I allude to the æra of the fatal 
lanterns, and the deſert to which the four departments 
beyond the Loire are reduced. ] allude to the innu- 
merable inſurrections that have ſucceſſively broken 
out in the provinces, and which were all extinguiſhed 


in blood. I ſpeak of all that which has been ſhed at 


Paris in the different reactians (or convulſions), the 


droumings of Nantes, and the ca/e.ſhot executions of 


the South, and among others, the ſucceſſtve and re- 
peated maſſacres at Avignon, Lyons, Orange, Arles, 
Toulon, and Marſeilles. I allude to the extermina- 


tions that have ſucceſſively deſtroyed the Conſtitu- 


tionaliſts, the Federaliſts, the Robeſpierrians, and 
even the Thermidorians. I allude to the prieſts who 
have been butchered, tranſported, or thrown into dun- 
geons, and that immenſe. crowd of Frenchmen im- 


priſoned under the title of //pefted perſons, who came 


to an untimely end by fickneſs, by miſery, by famine, 
and by. grief and anguiſh of- mind, 'in the houſes of 
confinement in which they Were heaped together. 


; To this dreadful catalogue we muſt add the emi- 


grations of nobles, of the eaſy claſſes of com- 
moners, and of the thirty thouſand plebetan culti- 
vators, Who in 1793. fled from Alſace to gſcape being 


5 put to death. It is well known theſe never obtained 


permiſſion to return to their homes, although, pre- 


vious to the 18th Fructidor, the Council of Five 
Hundred ſolemnly declared, that they were Fine 


and not emigrants *. 


— 


* a 
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* See the Moniteur of 4th September 1797, containing a 5 
in which Rabaut cur of 4 his colleagues that Bentabole, St. Juſt, 
Lebas, and Touſſedoire themſelves acknowledged, that among theſe 
"thirty Hhouſand fugitives, ſcarcely ten counter- -revolutioniſts * be found. 


| (2 
Butthis is not all: for the reign of the Moderatiſis, 
which preceded that of the Fruclidorians, gave birth 
to what is called the reaction royale (or convulſion of 
he royaliſts), becauſe principally directed againſt 
the Jacobins and thoſe who had become proprietors 
of church-lands. Thoſe who eſcaped wrote to the 
Councils, that the royal reactionaries committed crimes 
of which the hiſtories of the moſt barbarous nations afford 
110 example. If we may believe Gay-Vernon, theſe 
crimes coſt the lives of #wenty-three thouſand republi- 


cans aſſaſſinated: on the banks of the Rhone in the fine © 


countries of the South. Santhonax, who pretends to 
have made a more exact eſtimate, increaſes the num- 
ber to twenty-five thouſand ;- and Lecointre, Prefident 
of the Council of Five Hundred, has lately declared 
that he could, with a dreadful catalogue in his hand, 


prove that above thirty thouſand murders were committed 


in that reaftion. There is every reaſon to believe that 
this catalogue is very much exaggerated ; but the 18th 
Fructidor has only ended in producing a contrary re- 
action, and placing the poniards of the aſſaſſins in the 
hands of the party that complained of aſaſſination. The 


reports alſo of Rabaut, and all thoſe who travel over 


thoſe fine countries, agree that they are moſt viſibly 
depopulating. 


I ſhall elſewhere perhaps ſpeak of the ravages of 


what is now called the plomb deftrudeur, or leaden 


executioner of the military commiſſions, becauſe 
they form no object amid the great maſſacres we have 


juſt been contemplating. If we take a ſurvey of all 
theſe funereal catalogues, it is evident wg can only 


farm very Vague ForjeAures on the number of men 
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they have carried off. But I do not imagine I ex- 
ctred the truth in eſtimating them at a million. 
It would however be a great error to confider their 
numerical amount as a complete abſtract of all their 


loſſes. Thoſe have yet to learn the firſt principles of 


political arithmetic, who imagine it is in the field of 
battle and in the hoſpitals that an account can be 


taken of the lives a revolution or a war has eoſt. 


Much ſeſs important is it to inſcribe that awful regiſter 
with the number of men who are killed, than with 
that of the children it has prevented, and will ſtill 
prevent, from coming into the world. This is the 
deepeſt wound the population of France has received. 
Of this however it ſhould appear her preſent leaders 
have not even the ſlighteſt prefentiment. 

To be able to prove its depth, we muſt not forget, 
that hitherto, in all modern wars, the men who de- 


voted themſelves to a military life were generally drawn. 
from the idleſt vagabonds, and moſt diſſipated clafſes 


of ſociety ; already fo much reduced, that celibacy 


was in ſome meaſure impoſed on them by their po- 


. erty: But the warlike population which the French 
have, during ſeven years, facrificed in the field of 
battle, was drawn indifferently from every claſs, 
Without paying any particular regard to that of men 


in eaſy circumſtances, who had the greateſt diſpoſi- 


non towards matrimony, and the moſt abundant 
means of ſupporting the expenſes, and attending to 
the education of a numerous family, The requi- 


Ktions have blindly and forcibly dragged to the ar- 


Mies this invaluable claſs of citizens, who have pe- 


\ 


Aled there 1 thouſanids, and — as privates 
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in the tanks. Though it was chiefly this claſs that 
repaired the breaches made by war in the population | 


of the country, yet were they ſwept off in the flower 
of their lives, at the age of their force and vigour 


(between eighteen and thirty-five years), and at | 


the period moſt favourable to propagation. We 


ought alſo to include in this calculation a pro- 


portionable number of women condemned either to 


ſlerility, or that licentiouſneſs whoſe effects are nearly | 


the ſame. with regard to. reproduction. Suppoſing 
that, of the whole number of men deſtroyed, only 
tzyo millions had been united to as many females; 


according to the calculation of Buffon, theſe two 


millions of couples ought to bring into the world 


twelve millions of children, in order to ſupply, at the 


age of thirty- nine, a number equal to that of their 
parents. This is a point of view in which the conſe» 
quence of ſuch a deſtruction of men becomes almoſt 
incalculable, becauſe they have much more effect wit 
regard to the twelve millions of children tbey prevent 
from coming into exiſtence, than the two millions 


and a half of men for whom France now mourns.— | 


Thus it is not till a future period that ſhe will be able 
to eſtimate this dreadful breach | 


In computing only at a ſeventh. the Nansen in 
the births, fince the war, and as their average number 


was near a million annually, we ſhall find they muſt 


| have diminiſhed by that number; and as more than 
half theſe new-born children would be alive at this 


day, this makes at leaſt 500,000 individuals to be 
added to the diminution of the living, without taking 


into the account that their parents would have ſtill 


% 


HY. 

continued for a long time to add to their number of 
children. 3 

This only relates to the births that have not taken 
place. As to thoſe which have followed their natural 
courſe during this interval, it is a well-known fact, , 
that nothing influences the mortality of children in 4 
higher degree than the miſery of their parents; and 
this muſt indeed have been very great in France, 
fince Buffon informs us, © that above a quarter of 
the new-born children die within the firſt eleven 
months of their life, near a third under three years 
of age, and one half under that br an ber and 
one month“ .“ 5 

Buffon however appears to have committed an error 
in conſidering this calculation as general. He applies 


. ;ndifcritainately to the whole human race a' reſult 


drawn from the regiſter of France, as if the mortality) 
of children did not vary in proportion to the eaſe f 
their parents circumſtances, and to the liberty of na- 
tions, or the enlightened jaſtige of their governors. 
It was, in ſact, owing to the extreme paternal care of 
the Helvetic governments, and the general well-being 
of the governed, that the Swiſs peaſantry brought up 
to the age of puberty preciſely one third more chil- 
dren in proportion to the number of itths than the | 
peaſantry of France, and that one half of the thillren' 
ry 8 : at the age of forty- 28 Jears f. 0 


"RL 


| =.) 1 — — 
— — 


* 


2 See Buffon's work on "the Chinces of Life (Des Probebilitts 
a Fre). 

++ Thongh the cultivators of the Pays de Vaud were not fo eaſy 
ip their circumſtances as thoſe of the German part of, Switzerland, 
yet the tables drawn up in forty-one pariſhes of that diſtrict, ſtate 
that of 2000 children 667 lived to the age of I years, and 500 


(13) | 

1 leave to others to calculate how much the morta- 
lity of children born in the midſt of famine, of re- 
quiſitions, and of ſcourges of eyery kind, which have 
ſacceflively oppreſſed their wretched parents, muſt 
have increaſed in France within theſe ſeven years, 
particularly in the towns. No'doubt we” ought not 
to judge of this ſtrictly by the increaſing number of 
children expoſed, or according to their equally in- 
creaſing mortality, of which I ſpoke in my laſt work; 
but what a dreadful idea muſt we not form, if the 
official regiſters 'of the ' hoſpitals of Paris may be 
taken as a proof! Theſe documents ſtate, that of 
3122 orphans of the revolution brought to the 
foundling hoſpital in the year 1v. no more than 21 5 
were alive at the end of that year: fo that not. 
one in fourteen eſcaped'death. If fince that period nei- 
ther the publication of theſe regiſters, nor of the pro- 
ceedings of the hoſpitals at Metz has been hazarded, 
this muſt ariſe from the mortality which has probably | 
made new ravages in thoſe inſtitutions. At leaſt I 
draw that inference from the language of the Bureau 
central, when they denounce their retarded diſcovery 
as a real aſſaſſination. And what can be more deſery- 
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to that of forty-one. See the table in the Memoirs of the Secich 
(conomi que of e for the year 1766. It is alſo found in the works 
of Doctor Price. 15 An 
If che various ſtates of Europe kept and publiſhed annually an ex- 
act account of their population, noting carefully in a ſecond column | 
the exact age at which the children die, this ſecond column would | 
ſhow the relative merit of the governments, and the compara- 
tive happineſs of their ſubjects. A ſimple arithmetical ſtatement. 


would then perhaps be more concluſive than all the arguments that 
could be Saeed. ; | | 


FREY 
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Ing of that yams chan the ſacts which Duſſieux then 


expoſed ?—* Learn, ”. ſaid he to his colleagues, that 
here at Paris, and particularly within the laſt two 


months, an epidemical diſorder devaſtates the found- 


ling hoſpital; epidemical did I ſay? 'tis a ſcourge more 
horrid ſtill— tis a terrific famine, that daily conſumes and 
devours one. half of the innocent victims there apy bted 


by audacious vice, or unfortunate virlue n. 


By comparing all theſe melancholy, facts, I infer 
that the population of France has already diminiſhed 
about one eighth, and that this diminution will ſtill 
be more or leſs progreſſive till the numerical balance 


between the ſexes ſhall be.in ſome meaſure reſtored. In 


1797 an Engliſh traveller.publiſhed in London a com- 


paratiye view of the population of the ſixteen prin- 


oipal towns of France; from which it appears, that 
on the iſt of January 1789 it amounted to 1,9510, 

| and that on the 1ſt of July 1796 it was reduced to 
1,397,000. This reduction proves at once the void 
oye 14 deaths and 2 dee of, oi 9 


of the Seine, — to more than 44,009 in in the 2 France.“ , | 
24th- September 


— Thps/ did Daubermeſnil expreſs bineit on 
1798, when he declared to the Council that the ſum of 3, ooo, ooo 


granted in the preceding year was inſufficieat for the demands of the | 


year vit, It is to be lamented, that while the reporter. was thus 4. 


Ploring the increaſe of this branch of expenditure, and of the number 
of children thrown upon the nation, he was ſilent on the two points 


moſt eſſential to be known, viz. the interval during which theſe chi- 
dren were brought to the hoſpitals, aud the proportion of thoſe who | 
live to thoſe who die. The committee of the Conſtituent Afſembly- 
had calculated that formerly about one in ſeven ſurvived. If, fince- 


the revolution, thirteen out of fourteen have died, or even nine out 
of ten, the 51,000 expoſed children now alive would be the remains 


of above - million of NO. 


%. 


(nen 


if it is deduced from authentic documents, the popu- 
lation of the great towns is diminiſhed by nearly one 
third: a diminution which, however, muſt be partly 


attributed to the immenſe reduction in the number of 


hired ſervants. Probably the ſmall towns have not 
ſuffered in the fame proportion; and as the popula - 
tion of the country has ſuffered ſtill leſs, I am not 
far from believing that of the towns, which amounted 
to nearly 8, ooo, ooo, to have been diminiſhed by 
nearly one fourth,” while that of the country- _ 


have loſt only a ſixteenth, or one million. 
Although no Frenchman has yet had the courage 
to enter upon ſo melancholy a reſearch, yet one indi- 


vidual of that nation has declared, that, notwithſtand- 
ing the acceſſion of territory, a deficit muſt be ex- 


peed in the population. If has inconteftably dimi- 
niſked,” ſaid Barbe- Marbois, on the 18th March 
. 1797, and the internal conſumption will be pro- 
portionably reduced. We muſt therefore preſerve 


the market of the colonies; otherwiſe: what could 


not be conſumed would ceaſe to be produced.” 
Such however was not the language of his col- 
leagues after his tranſportation, or whenever the ſubject 


of diſcuſſion has been the prolongation of the war, 


or the extorting new ſubſidies from the people. The 

addreſs of Bonaparte to his ſoldiers, on the 14th 
July 1797, when he declared, that they owed 
their ſervices to thirty millions of Frenchmen,” is 
not yet forgotten. The miniſter of finances adopted a 


calculation ſomewhat more modeſt in the memorial 
he preſented eighteen days aſter, in which he propoſed 


new taxes. He there complained that the produce 
| | | 8 1 9 
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was ready to. ſail, and the orators of both parties conſideri 


[ 18 * 


— had dininjfied; aka a 


lation had 1INcSRRASRBD ONE E1GHTH. This was eſli- 


_ mating it at about twenty eight millions. 


Here I expected that the ee of the 
French would ha vr ſtopped, when, to my great aſto- 
niſhment,, M. de Calonne took up the pen in London 
ſolely to repreſent his. countrymen as a nation both 


agricultural and warkke, now. confiftng of THIAT I- 


" THREE millions of iulabitunts. As he publiſhed this 


laſt ſtatiſtical work in the month of May 1798, and 
ſabſequent to the ceſſion of the left bank of the 
Rhine, he evidently conſiders it as an eſtabliſhed fact, 


that not only the ancicnt population of France has 


not been diminiſhed, but that the additional depart- 


ments have increaſed it by above eight millions of 
inhabitants, that is, one third more than the Councils 
15 ne pretend, and ones double of what. the 


F 
ST TTY —_ 


6 3 00 treaties,” ſaid Echaſſeriux on the 1 of 
. 1798, bave contributed to increaſe the population by more 
ban 6,000,000 of inhabitants.“ It is obfervable, that while ſpeak - 
g of this increa/e of the new, Echaſſtriaux prudently paſſed by the 
— of the old population, and that he was eareful not to ſpe- 
the ſum total. 


n Mart. th n © "IO" 


tis true, that what Echaſſeriaux did not dir to hazard, the Direct 

have rhe omg means of the RedaZeur, well known to be their 
journal has amplified Echaſſtriaux's enumera- 

rang tho - n going ſo far as M. de Calonne. The followin 
iy 8 e from an apoſir he in this directorial journal, addreſſed 
N hat can you avail againſt a republic 
22 ions of men? Hiſtory does not record that ſuch a 
Coloſſus ever yet exiſted. _ Make haſte then to retire from its rides ; 


- otherwiſe your thrones will be broken to pieces like crumblin c 
beneath iis eue ſteps.” hc 


But it appears this new title of Cole/ſus was not ſo much ae to 

make the kings retire from its frides as to lead the peo 1 kin 
* Egypt. For preciſely at that time the expedition of the Xi 
naparte's fleet as invincible, no — 59 made a myſtery of its bong 
| deſtined br“ 663 tance] regenerating a country 
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beſt pbipfuins; as, for inſtance; Randel and Buſ- 
ching, aſſign to the incorporated provinces, including 
Geneva, Mulhauſen, and all the new departments 
of Corcyra, Ithaca, and the Agzan fea, 

Had the French confined themſelves to aſſerting, 
that the deficit of their population is at leaſt compen- 
ſated by that of the conquered or Incorporated coun- 
tries, as 1 believe to be arithmetically true, I ſhoula 
have eonfined myſelf to reminding them, that theſe 
conqueſts, even ſuppoſing them to be retained, will 
not reſtore to ancient France the men ſhe has facri- 
ficed to her aggrandizement, that the military 
Tequiſitions have preſſed with at leaſt an equal 
weight on the new tertitories, and that, having fuf- 
fered a deſtruction of their males proportionate to 
that in France“, they are condemned to all the 
cauſes of future depend we ei pen Vern equ- 
merating. 


An impa tial wind eite to explore every —— 
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was the firſt ſeat of civilization, to reſtore to their ancient birth · place 
the ſciences, 'the arts, and the induſtry of man; and to lay a fand. 
atio for a new Thebes r a new Memphis, for future ages to o 
plete. ”».—Thus.did Echaſſeriaux expreſs himſelf while preachin au, 
ev Egy Tis and rapturouſly vaunting the exuberance of | 
Source pollelſe the republic with which to fly to that ak." Y 
But it 2 be © Pfervec that the ſame orator, who now talks but of. 
conqueſt, and the ſuperabundaut panes af France, ſaid two years 
ago All great empires are plug y deſtroyed, or end in de 
ing themſelves. Lewis XIV. at length ſubdued and forced to aban- 
don his IE went aver his triumphs, Grat cnugusſti are fallowed : 
, eat TEVEr/ES , 
45 As they have ahead heck? ſnentiked 1 tlie ſtatement given 
above, it would be ſuperfluous. to repeat — Fry but we mult. 
17 the n and future deficiency of births | 
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( 20 ) | 
| tendency which may more or leſs counterbalance their 
effects; and examine whether the revolution does not 
ol itſelf produce ſome means of reparation. 
To this view 1 conſider the increaſe of ſalaries, if | 
we may. ſuppoſe, that i is likely to continue as long as 
the ſcarcity of hands. The condition of journeymen 
being thereby confiderably meliorated, ſhould that 
claſs « of men adopt habits of economy, it may be ex- 
| pected marriages will become more numerous among | 
: them, and children be better fed and taken care of. 2 
Some hopes ſeem alſo to be founded on the liberty 
to marry granted to catholic priefts. _ Even had they | 
not been maſſacred and tranſported, it is doubtful w he. 
ther the inhabitants of the l ſtill attached to 
the religion of their anceſtors, will e elect and pay ſa- - 
_Aaries to paſtors, who, by marrying, ſet an example 
8 of. its violation in their own conduct. "As to the abo- 
lition of monaſteries, the number of individuals who 
for. the laſt twen ity Fears, have devoted themſelves to a 
monaflic life, is ſo ſmall as ſcarce! to deſerve a mo- 
nt's conſideration f in regard tot the reproduction of 
the eee N 
The great asi in the number of domeſtics in 
the towns of France will be more favourable to popu- 
lation; this class confilied chiefly of ſingle perſons, 
Who f in future will continue in the e and em- 
brace.a married liſe. hs 8 
But a cauſe very e different in its nature may in boite 
meaſure accelerate the repeopling of France I mean 
its preſent depopulation. Nor let this be conſidered 
as a paradox; for it is a certain fact, that every great 
and ſudden deſtruction of the human race, operates, 


( 

in ſome meaſure, as a bounty ſor reproduction on the 
individuals who ſurvive. There being then a greater 
facility of ſubſiſtence, many perſons marry Who 
would not otherwiſe, and therefore a greater number 
of children are born to fill up the void. Thus, in like 
circumſfances, a population of twenty-two millions, 
placed on an extent of country which had a little 
while before ſupported twenty-five, will much ſooner 
add one eighth to its number than could have taken 
place without that previous reduQion. It is thus 
alone, we can account for the reparation within two 
or three generations, of extraordinary mortalities 
produced in civilized countries by the plague and 
other cauſes. How is it poſſible to explain the rapid 
population of North America, unleſs by the great de- 
mand for men ; the vaſt number of new ſettlements 
that ſolicit the choice of thoſe who arrive at the age 
of virility ; and, above all, a conſtitution which gives 
room for the developement of their faculties, and ſe- 
cures an undiſturbed enjoyment of the fruits of their 
labours ? Theſe three cauſes have always more or leſs 
prevailed in every country where returning order and 
peace have ſucceeded ſome great national calamity; 
as, for inſtance, in France, after the deſtructive reign 
of Lewis XIV. ; and in Pruffia, after the ſeven years 
war. If, when the population is once diminiſhed, the. 
cauſes here enumerated did not. operate to reſtore it, 
it would till have continued to decline in the ſame 
manner as in countries exhauſted by deſpotiſm ; as 
in Spain, Greece, Sicily, Afia Minor, &c. 

But let us not deceive ourſelves. This. cauſe of 
eo ens thus aſſociated with depopulation itſelf, - 
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| (29 
neceſſarily preſuppoſes a Nate of profound peace, and 
the exiſtence of ſocial order ſufficient to protect and en- 
courage this increaſe of induſtry and reproduction in a 
people who have lately emerged from a long ſucceſſion 
of miſery, Were we to liſten to ſome Frenchmen, par- 
| ticularly thoſe who aflert that the great blank in their 
Population will be ſpeedily and infallibly filled up, 
we ſhould believe that hiſtory has never preſented the 
phenomenon of an enlightened nation returning to 
barbariſm, of rich countries ſinking into the loweſt 
ſtate of poverty, or of fertile territories reduced to 
ſterility. If the once luxuriant coaſts of Africa now | 
Exhibit but a barren deſert ; if a few ſcattered huts 
_ occupythe ſpot once covered by the proud and popu- 
Jous city of Carthage; if the ſtock of the human 
race has there almoſt entirely withered away; is it not 
| becauſe it has ceaſed to be ſuſtained and nouriſhed by 
an enlightened and protecting government? Is it not 
| becauſe an ignorant and vexatious deſpotiſm has 
gradually deſtroyed all the germs of revivification? 
Now as popular deſpotiſm is far. more deſtructive 
than that of an individual, it is neceſſary France 
ſhould chain up the monſter, and attain, under what- 
ſoeyer form, a temperate government, before the repro- 
duction of the ſpecies can proceed with the increaſed 
energy here ſpoken of, It will alſo be conſiderably 
delayed by one circumſtance pecyliar to the ravages 
of the revolution, viz, that theſe have not, like the 
Plague, fallen indiſcrimipately on all ages, and on 
both ſexes. On the contrary, they have defiroyed 
the proportions eſtabliſhed by Nature, by carrying * 
ng men wha bad arrived at the age of * 7. 


4 


| (28) 
that it is highly probable there are, now among the 
ſingle, three marriageable women to one male adult. 
Poſſibly, like the legiſlators of Athens, thoſe of France 
propoſe to remedy this temporary diforder by poly- 
gamy ; and it is perhaps to prepare the minds of men 
for ſuch a change, that they have cauſed this idea 
to be thrown out in the ſenate of the Ciſalpine re- 
public “. . | | 
Whatever meaſures they purſue, I will venture to 
predict that the population of France can only be 
reſtored to its ancient level under the protection of a 
| legitimate government, at once reſolved. to reſpect 
property, and capable of defending it; and who. are 
' intereſted, in maintaining tranquillity within and 
peace without, What if the ſword: of the revolution 
ſhould ſtill be wielded through many ſucceeding years? 
At a period when no conjeQure can be formed of the 
time when the French will reſtore it to the ſcabbard, 
may we not exclaim with the poet of the civil wars 
of Rome— _ DET 


Hz facient dextre, quidquid non expleat ætas 
Ulla, nec humanum reparet genus omnibus annis, 
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11 
* gSee the article Milan in the Moniteur of the 16th April 1798, 
No. 207, where the following motion is ſaid to have been made 
8 The inſtitution of polygamy owes not its birth to 
the country we inhabit; but it may become, if not generally, at 
leaſt individually neceſſary. A law that ſhould proſcribe it would be 
a 502 Marriage is holy, not on account of any ſymbolical ſenſe 
aſeribed to it by theologi but becauſe its true object is to perpe · 
tuate — fineſt work of creative power, and render the human race 
immortal.” ier 
Such ate the advances in legiſlation already made by thoſe political 
Families whoſe birth is one of the mot aftomiſhing phenomena of 2 age. 
Thus did the Preſident of the French Directory expreſs himſelf with 
regard to them a few days after this motion. | | 8 
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(44) 
Ut vacet à ferro : gentes Mars iſte futuras 
Obruet, et wi vi venientis in orbem 


Erepto nata — 
| Fabula nomen — E e Luca. 


Win lit be believed that ſeveral French republicans 
diſcover ſure means of repopulation in the agrarian 


law, which has parcelled out the great landed eſtates ? 


They pretend that farmers, becoming henceforward 
Proprietors, and therefore being now. in eaſy circum- 
ſtances, will have a greater number of children, and 
more abundant means of nurturing them with care. 


'T might conteſt the premiſes, were it not ſufficient to 


obſerve, that the influence drawn from it depends 
entirely on the ſecurity with Which theſe pretended 
proprietors can reap the produce of their uſurped poſ- 
ſeſſions, which preſuppoſes that this grand uſurpation 


may be eſtabliſhed and perpetuated without a conti- 


nual ſtate of civil war; a ſuppoſition, in my opi- 
nion, wholly inadmiſſible. 80 early as 1797, a con- 
ſiderable number of theſe pretended proprietors began 


to be in want, and expreſſed ba wiſh to reſtore their 


ſhare of the national plunder. If any there are who 
ſtill flatter themſelves peacefully to enjoy it, let them 
take a view of Ireland, and trace to their ſource the 
troubles that have for ages diſtracted that country. 
Let them peruſe the hiſtory of the confiſcations that 
have there taken place, or rather let them behold their 
deſtructive effects in the penal code with which it be- 
came neceſſary to entrench them. In vain, under the 
preſent king, have theſe laws, which ſerved as their 


, defence, been ſucceſſively repealed. In vain has a 


juſt and a firm government endeavoured to meliorate 


(66.3 | 

-the condition of the Catholics, and regain their alien- 
ated affections. In vain has it attempted gradually 
to prepare them for that political liberty of which it 
was once neceſſary to deprive them. Nothing would 
ſatisſy them; and many ages of poſſeſſion have nei- 
ther raiſed the value of land in that country to its na- 
tural level*, given full ſecurity to the deſcendants of 
thoſe who firſt acquired them, nor robbed the repre- 
ſentatives of the ejected families of their hopes of re- 
covering, ſword in hand, the poſſeſſion of the eſtates 
which they have been told once belonged to their an- 
ceſtors. The late atrocious inſurrection, being unac- 
- companied by any manifeſto whatever, is a proof 
they have no real grievances to urge againſt the pre- 
ſent government; and yet they have endeavoured to 
. overturn it by committing innumerable crimes, and 
have ſacrificed more than 30,000 men. What an in- 
ſtructive leſſon for the people of France! What a 
proſpect preſents itſelf to them, ſhould they not re- 
ſtore the confiſcated lands before long poſſeſſion ſhall . 
have rendered the remedy worſe than the diſeaſe! 

But while we place in. the oppoſite ſcale this cauſe 
of political diſtraction, we muſt alſo add certain moral 
cauſes, which will inevitably more or leſ prevent 
marriages. I allude, among others, to the inflitution 
of divorces, on account of the incompatibility of tem- 
pers; an inftitution which, if we may believe Delle- 
ville, has introduced into France a traffic in human _ 


Feſh. On the 10th January 1797, the committes 


* The value of und i in Ireland, even of that which has never been 


confiſcated, has almoſt always been one third 1E in proportion to 
its rent than in Scotland or England. 
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appointed to make a report on this ſubject, thus ex- 
preſſed themſelves by their chairman, Favart:— Nou 
would ſhudder were I to preſent a faithſul picture of 


the victims that libertiniſm and cupidity have ſacri- 


ficed in the name of a law, whoſe ſole object was to 


render marriages more happy and reſpectable, by 


giving more liberty to the married.” The ſame re- 
porter added, that more than ttveniy thouſand ages 
owed their diſſolulion to this law. 

But its effects, perhaps, on population, ought ra- 
ther to. be appreciated by the number of marriages 
it has prevented, than by thoſe it bas diſſolved. I 
appeal to what the Deputy Bonnières ſays of parents 


who reſuſe to give their daughters to young men, 


though deeply enamoured of them: They dread 
ſpeedily to ſee their child deſerted and returning to her 


-— + paternal roof, ſtripped of her innocence, robhed of her 


charms, a wife without a huſband, may I not almoſt 
ſay without honour ? No, certainly; for ſhe has ſuf- 
ſered no ſtain, Yet who can compale her condition 


with that of her who has not yet quitted the en 


manſion? 

Some 8 attempted to defend this oftitution 
by ſaying, ** Do you forget that the law which is 
this day attacked, was prepared in the wiſe, and en- 
lightened | diſcuſſions of the Conftituent Aſſembly, where 
the neceſſity of divorces in a free ſtate was acknow- 
ledged ?”—Happily, one of the original ſupporters of 
the law having candidly confeſſed that it was not 
adapted to the French nation, and that it had Pi- 
foned their morals, and introduced ana reliy iuto marriages, 


it was reſolved to modiſy it by decreeing, that the 


(27 3) 
public officers ſhould not pronounce a divorce for in- 
compatibility of temper, till fix months after the laſt 
of the three acts of non-conciliation... 
This barrier will, however, evidently be inſufficient 
while other laws are ſuffered to remain, whoſe ſole ob- 
je ſeems to be the multiplication of divorces, or at 
leaſt of thoſe connexions which muſt almoſt inevi- 
tably produce them. Such, for inſtance, is the law 
which permits orphans to marry during their minority 
without conſent of their guardians. Not but that 
they are obliged to conſult a kind of family tribunal ; 
the latter, however, would in vain refuſe their conſent ; 
- for if the minor has complied with the required form, 
the marriage is valid. Hence it is eaſy to conceive that 
innumerable diſgraceful or ill-afforted unions have 
taken place, which bear a much nearer reſemblance 
to concubinage than to marriage. 
Me muſt appeal to travellers who have reſided in 
the great towns of France, if we would learn to what 
a degree the facility of this kind of union, and of 
divorces, has deſtroyed the ideas of modeſty in women, 
relaxed the bonds of marriage, and thrown into con- 
fuſion all civil, moral, and religious opinions, with 
which that inſtitution was formerly interwoven. Of 
this we may however form ſome idea by what paſſed 
in the debates of the Council of Five Hundred. 
* A member, A citizen married the ſiſter of his 
former wife. He is now a widower, and as he cannot 
bear to ſeparate himſelf from the family, he 9 
for leave to marry his mother-in-law.” 
The Moniteur of the 27th December 1796, from 
which I have extracted this motion, only adds, that 


| 648) by 
the Council paſſed to the order of the" day; and the ed 
tors have had the delicacy not to mention the name 
of the member who preſented this inceſtuous petition v. 
Can it be believed that in the Moniteur of the 27th 
of January 1797, a ſtill more diſguſting incident 
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Neither this member nor the petitioner however incurred any 
riſk, ſince the republican code does not rank inceſt among crimes. 
The laſt journals inform us that the Tribunal of Appeal (or ca//ation) 
has annulleu a ſentence pronounced againſt one Merignon a publican, 
and his daughter, for-znceſtuaus con:merce, alleging, that the 3238 
has not provided againſt the crime of IxcRSH, and that it is not claſſed 
#n the penal code. | | | | 

That of rapes has been provided againſt and claſſed : but the Mo- 
niteur of gth July 1798, affords an example of the puniſhment 
by which it is repreſſed : + The council of war of the 17th military 
divifion has condemned to two years cloſe impriſonment one Petrino 
a veteran invalid, aged fixty-three years, 'for having kidnapped 22 
ciolateu a little girl aged three years and a half.” 721 N 

It is worthy of obſervation, that the ſame penal code in which 
inceff is not claſſed, and where the kidnapping and violating an infant 
are only puniſhed with 25vo- years impriſonment, condemns to four 

eat impriſonment. every one who ſhall pul? down or MUTILATE, or 
- "ATTEMPT Yo pull down or MUTHLATE, any tree of liberty /—Under 
the auſpices of ſuch a legiſlation we ought not to wonder at the dread- 
ful progreſs of depravity : and yet the laſt Paris papers give a new in- 
ſtance, ſtill more diſguſting, on account of the effrontery of the legiſla- 
tors than of the immodeſty of the women denounced. , On the day 
previous to the hearing a a cauſe, of which the ſubject was obſct ne, 
the tribunal of the Seine thought it their duty, rough reſpect to the 
public morals, to apply to the legiſlative body for authority to try theſe 
caufes privately, and complained a ſecond time that women came in 
. crowds to hear them. | | | 3 
But what was the anſwer of the legiſlators ? Ile order of the day: 
« becauſe the granting ſuch an authority would be contrary to the 
conſtitution.” Such is the mode in which they affect religiou y to re- 
ſpect the forms inflituted for the protection gf criminal juſtice, while 
ſe. very men had, a month before, t Fe the Directory to 
deſtroy the pannels of juries, to diſplace half the judges, and to ſub- 
ſtitute military commiſſions? | | _ 

In England, although all trials are publiſhed, no judge heſitates to 

| order women to withdraw when ſuch cauſes come on. Yet I never 

1 heard that the Engliſh, who are juſtly repreſented as very jealous of 

their liberty, ever imagined it could be infringed by an attention to 
ublic decorum. But woe to the judge who ſhould there diſmiſs a 


g c | Jury, and tell them that he can try a cauſe as well without their. al- 
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appeared? Lecointre aſſerted, that * among the peti- 
tioners againſt divorces, were ſeveral unfortunate wo- 
men, from whom revolutioniſts had, by means of 
terror, extorted their conſent. Of the latter he in- 
ſtanced one, who having ſigned the condemnation of 
a citizen, made propoſals to his daughter, and forced 
her to marry him by promiſing to fave the life of her 
father. This miſcrable female accepted his offer, and 
took to her bed the executioner of her father. Will you 
decree,” ſaid Lecointre, ©. that ſuch bonds ſhall be 
indiſſoluble? ? - 


The French revolution has thrown into confuſion 


the laws regarding individual families, no leſs than 
that of the great family of the ſtate. Nor is this all. 


To complete their work, they have, as much as in 
them lay, ſapped paternal authority, by retrenching 


ſour years ſrom the minority of children during the 
life of parents; by depriving the latter of the double 


power of rewarding in their wills the filial care and 
affeQion of their children, or puniſhing a bad ſon 
with diſinheritance“; by permitting illegitimate chil - 


* · 
— — 


*The decree of the yth March 1793 aboliſhed the power of 
pareuts to diſtribute their property to their heirs in a direct line, and 
ve to all the children an equal right of inheritance in their 
effects. A ſubſequent decree gave 1 a power to diſpoſe of one 
tenth of their fortune. But another gave illegitimate children a 


right, in certain caſes, to claim a third part of the inheritance. Such 
is the new ſyſtem of juriſprudence, by the aid of which the preſent 
legiſlators boaſt of having reſffored Nature to her firft rights, and de- 


froged the terrific Colofff of Fortune. Time will ſhow whether they 
have deſtroyed the truly terrific Coloſſus of Immorality, and whether 


the number of legitimate children will not diminiſh in proportion as 


matrimony and parents are robbed of their fa rights. | 
With the French it is never long before the revelations of expe - 


rience unfold themſelves. On the ph July I 79%, Le Noir a 125 
. Ws, under w aſtaras, 


propoſed to haſten the modification o 


| 
4 
1 q 
31 
F 
| G 
| 
! ” 
8 
4 
Gy” 
* 
9 
* 


| | a ( - 30 ) | 
dren to ſhare the inheritance with the legitimate, . 
and by continually repeating that even the latter do 
not belong to their parents. 1 e 
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now called children born out of marriage, have become copartners in 
inheritances. He acknowledged theſe laws were dfe#ive; aud 
ſome days after Girod declared, without difguiſe, that they prevent 
a great number of marriages, and occaſion many divorces; © When 
a father,” faid he, «© marries his daughter, he gives her to a man 
whoſe ſubſiſtence appears ſecure, and who promiſes ſuch to his wife - 
and children; but diforder and miſery are now ſuddenly introduced 
Inte} this hitherto happy family.” Strange children claim a place in 
the paternal manſion, ang the offspring of obſcure intrigues diſpute - 
their ſhare with the legitimate iſſue of connubial love. No mother, 
no wife, can endure ſuch a mixture; ſhe wilt immediately load with 
reproaches the man who has thus deceived her, who, when he ſoli- 
cited her hand, had promiſed to be a' fathet to none but the children 
he ſhould have by ber. No woman will now leave in ber huſband's - 
family that property which may perhaps be deſtined to ſwell the portions 
of the children of another. Hence the nuptial bed is deſerted, divorce 
comes in, and the. afflicted huſband can only accuſe the lat of that 
which deſtroys the happineſs both of himſelf and of his family. But this 
35 notall. If well · aſſorted marriages are to be diſſolved after conſunima - 
tion, thoſe which would otherwiſe have taken place will be /u/pended. - 
Every father will ſhudder at the proſpect of the evils here enume- 
rated. He will ſhrink from conſigning his daughter and his grand- 
children to the dangers of ſuch heart-rending di/coveries. Since the 
uw of the 12th Brumaire, he will fay, ſtrange children are in- 
troduced into families who had no 9 of their exiſtence. 
What ſecurity have I that my — and her children will not be- 
come the victims of this law? - Girod concluded by a motion, that 
children born out of marriage ſhould take a part, but not an equal 
Aare, with the legitimate offspring. ; | 
Another member ſeconded the motion—becauſe “ the intereſts of 
morality. require that particular favours and privileges ſhould be an- 
nexed to the marriage ſtate.“ And although they dared not re-eſta- 
bliſhi theſe privileges ; yet the two ſpeeches here quoted prove; that 
in the Councils themſelves thofe very republican laws are openty. ac . 
cia as the cauſes of domeſtic mi/ery, which other orators have 
vaunted as bequeathing to France rhe moſ? ſublime of political conſtitu 


110ns. | K 8 NX 
mow Beranger complained of a 


* More than a year a 


the 
prejudice generally adopted throughout France, namely, that children he- 
long to their parents. Such was the error which to him appeared 
very fatal in political economy, and againſt which he declaimed with ſo 
much eloquence, that he was immediately added to the committee of 
public iuſtruction; a committee which has been long deliberating on 


\ 


* 

Let it not be imagined that theſe are empty decla- 
mations, loſt and forgotten within the walls of the 
Councils, who hear them with applauſe. One of the 
laſt papers from Paris informs us of their alarming ef- 
fets, © Parricide among the ancients was fo odious, 
and ſo rare, that on that crime their penal code was 

filent. Even in our own times it has been deliberated 
in the Conſtituent Aſſembly, whether any puniſhment 
ſhould be annexed to it. And within four months no 
leſs than six PaRR1CIDES have re-echoed through the 
tribunal of appeal u. 

This picture of the alteration in domeſtic morals 
is the more properly introduced here, as it proves 
that while tlie pretended Solons of France have been 
draining the channels of political riches, they have, 
as it were, ſtudied to corrupt the principal ſources of 

morality and individual happineſs; that they have 
brought into action all the various cauſes of depopu- 


— 


the meats of tearing children from their parents. If they have not 
hitherto been able to determine their plan, it is owing to the impo- 
veriſhed ſtate of the finances, which does not admit of organizing 
ſchools Mar 4. N N 7 W . 
* This fact is extracted from the Ami des Loix of the 20th Auguſt 
1798; and the Moniteur of the gth October following ſtates ang- 
ther no leſs horrid. It is contained in a letter from the adminiſtra- 
tion of the department of the Var, who write to the miniſter f 
juſtice, That one Hugues, a man of property and affluence, 
has cut the throats of his three children; and that the juſtice 
of peace having found the monſter ſitting at his caſe under a ſig tree; 
and ſling him who killed them, he anſwered, * 7 did. And why 
did you commit that act? Through no motive of intereffÞ. I have 
| © properly enough : but fince my children canes obtain ſalvation becauſe. 
I there are no priefts, I have killed them, that they might go to heaven'.” — 
Thus, while ſons, rendered unnatural and cruel by the revolution, 
murder their fathers to # poſſeſſion of their property, fathers, alien- 
ated by mis fortune, and become fanatics through religious perſecu- 
tions, kill their offspring with their own hands, to fave them from 
the career of calamities and crimes tna tlies before them! | 
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lation; that they have neglected no means in their 
power that could accelerate it ; and that z# H,O ſeem, - | 
as Portalis obſerved, that, 10 form the citizen, it is re- 
guiſite to deftroy the man; or that, to eftabliſh the repub.- 
lie, the, voice of nature muſt be extinguiſhed.. | + .. 
They will anſwer, perhaps, that we muſt not judge 
of the. infiitution of divorce by its immediate effects. 
Doubtleſs, they will add, that if it has diffolved a 
great number of marriages, and if the war has pre- 
. vented ſo many from taking place, it has given birth 
to a vaſt number, formed in order to avoid the levies, 
from which the legiſlature has had the wiſdom to 
exempt married men *. But without obſerving that 
this exemption is now repealed, or that theſe mar- 
| riages would probably have taken place, even had 
they neither been haſtened nor forced, will they re- 
ſtore to. life. the two millions and a half who have 
fallen by a premature death, and who, having at- 
— — | , — I * N — — 
They might with equal juſtice urge the inſtitution of a new © 
ſpecies of republican marriages, which arg very numerous, if we may 
credit the account of one who declares! he was an eye-witneſs of 
them at Nanci and at Metz. Whenever the army retired to winter- 
quarters, many of the ſoldiers contracted marriages under a previous 
agreement to be divorced! when they left their cantonments. To 
tearn the effects of this legal proſtitution, with relation to the multi- 
plication of the ſpecies, conſult the accounts of the foundling hoſ- 
Pital at Metz in mv laſt work, p. 175. | | 
Nearly the ſame circumſtance attended the marriages contracted 
to avoid the military levies; for in the fitting of the r6th Auguſt, 
when every citizen not married previous to the 12th January 1798, 
was ſubjected to the new conſcription, the reporter, Delbret, ob- 
ſerved, + That if the privilege enjoyed by married men were con- 
tinued, youns men would marry their maid-ſervants, and then avail 
thernſelues of the law of divorce ; that the number of marriages of 
- this kind war fiagularly increaſed, and that ſuch a vidlation of mo- 
rality ought not to be favoured and encouraged.” ' This was 
thought a ſufficient pretext for bielating the promiſe made to the 
young people already married, and to put a ſtop to this privilege in 
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tained the age of reproduction, were themſelves the 
remains of almoſt three times their number of births? 
Two millions and a half of individuals, with all their 
poſterity, loſt for ever! My hand trembles while it 
records the facts from Wann a e ge ſo — 
to humanity is deduced. | 

We hives hitherto conſidered this Joſs as it e 
to the intereſts. of humanity; let us now view its 
effects on the rgſources of induſtry and finance, the 
TIED of hne is the RO" Cores of this 
me þ rs 1 

A e ee is, ae Aa great 
| anions of ſtrength, and even a Sal of financial re- 
ſources, ſince theſe originally depend on reproduction, 
and that on the number of hands employed. But 
when, we conſider it i in this latter point of view, be- 
ſore we take an account of the number of individuals, 
wie ought firſt to inquire, whether they are happy, 
enlightened, induſtrious, and economical; and ſe- 
. condly we ought, above all things, to examine whether 
they enjoy that eaſy ſubſiſtence ſo requiſite to in- 
creaſing, from year to year, the maſs of produce of 
every kind, of which the comparative economy 
and accumulation determine the relative proſperity 
and opulence of nations, and the reſources of their 
governments. It is only by this inveſtigation that a 
reaſon can be aſſigned, why the little nation who 
inhabits the marſhes of Holland has long paid the 
government of the Seven United Provinces a larger 
tribute than is collected by the Emperor of Ruſſia 
from all his ſubjects, though ſeen | or . times as 
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Though the French were far inferior in indufiry 
to the Dutch, yet they were one of the moſt laborious 
nations of Europe. But their activity Was fettered, 
in the country, by the poverty of the farmers, and in 
the towns by the prejudices which diſcouraged trade, 
and the want of capital ſo neceffary to give free ſcope 
to induſtry by the diviſion of labour. At the begin- 
ting of the preſent century M. Melon, who had re- 
flected much on the immenſe advantages to be de- 
rived from the mechanical powers, by adapting them 
to manufactures, recommended to his countrymen 
to employ tlie lafge and expeiifive wathines then 
coming into uſe in England, obferving, that Js perform 
with one” mus! ldbour what 'hud before required that oe 


: 1 was in fue to double tht number of citizths. 


The example of Great Btitain has ſo fully "— 
His affertion;- that in ſome of her maniufactares; even 
by the confefſion of her rivals; ' as much is done by 
nn Bands as in chairs requires 3 1 is 
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* See a = by Citizen LOI entitled, Sem Martine et 
Poli tique des Europeens pendant le 18 Alle; 5 — the author con- 
that E land bas carried to the utm perfectioꝑ both the 
xeory and practice of the mode of employing CN induſtry,” 
alſo” the Memoir -of a Batavian djutant-general, Quatremere 
jjonval, who aff ts the above fact; and offers to pow gut to the 
Fresch republic the ſteps by which the manufacturers of 5 — 


have arrived at this woiderful eco amy of labour... I much 


that this ſecret confiſts in the largeneſs of. their capitals ; and 


much deceived,” if this p bee accumulation does not ariſe from 


the ſecure and undiſtu enjoyment of their propfp, The in 
ſtance cited by the Batavian adjutant i however, from — 5 
the moſt ſtriking he might have choſen. 5 


ut it is ſuffitſent to prove 
n hoe too much importance is attached to the comparative n 


ulation; and that twelve millions of men, who are happy, eaſy, 

abundantly fed, are capable of more productive labour than 
— that number of a degenerate, poor, weak, and miſerable race, 

deſtitute of en, or of motves to exertion. Let Ireland be 
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eaſy to perceive, that the vaſt manuſactories in which 
the procefſes of art are ſo wonderfully abridged, re- 
quire immenſe capitals ; and it is well known, that, 
even before the revolution, the French adventurers 
had not funds ſufficiently ample for ſimilar under- 
takings. The rich manufactories of Lyons formed 
almoſt the only exception ; but theſe have been re. 
duced to afhes by Dubois Crance, and the workmen 
maffacred by his ſucceſſor. Now if, as every one agrees, 
the double ſcourge of the revolution and the war has 
principally fallen on the inhabitants of the towns, 
and on the claffes of men moſt employed in the uſeful” 
arts and manufactures, it muſt have cauſed an inefti- 
mable loſs to France; for even had theſe artiſans no 
other property than their perſonal induſtry, yet the 
republic has, by ſacrificing them in the field of battle, 
ſuffered an immenſe loſs of capital; fince it is im- 
poffible to conteſt the juſt obfervation made by Adrian 
Lezay two years ago, that © the expenſes of every 
apprenticefhip ate in fact 4 capital laid out on the 
individual hinifelf, from which to derive à future 
revenue, in the ſame manner as if it were laid out in 
the purchaſe of property; and the indufrious man is 
in fact à capitaliſt, whoſe ſtock in trade, intimately 
combined with his intellect, is embodied therewith, 
and refides S within hütet“ 
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taken as an example. Her population is eſtimated at 2 — half” 
that of England alone: and yet it is more than doubtful whether the 
Iriſh create, conſume, and accumulate one fourth of the 2 

in quantity or value, given by double their number of Engliſhmen; 
nor do they bring into the national treaſury one twelfth pare of __ | 
i; received from the Engliſh themſelyes. 
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We ſhall, ſee, in the following chapters, how far 
this induſtrious, claſs is now diminiſhed in France: 
we ſhall ſee, that while they were ſent out to fight 
beyond the frontiers, the revolutionary axe within 
deſtroyed the heads of the manuſactures, and, poſt 


= ©4+4 


»Tz 7 3 5d 


che . employed. Nor can we, without : a view 


of theſe fads, . calculate the diſaſtrous conſequences 


of the defirudion of men, of which we, have been 
enumerating tl the cauſes. teas NE 
But before we enter upon the loſſes of — — in 
the produce of her induſtry, in her machines which 
haye been broken to pieces, or ſuffered to decay, and 
in the means of replacing them, let me declare the 
fears which. have more than once made me heſitate 


whether [ ought to purſue this work. Ves, I confeſs. 
19 that Lam uneaſy leſt this picture of the ever-increaſing 


impoyeriſhment. of the French nation, and the future, 
debility to which they are irretrievably condemned, 
ſhould lull their neighbours in a dangerous ſecurity, 


With regard to the redoubled hazards they run at 


the preſent time. I fear, leſt, in this falſe ſecurity, 


which 0 new a proſpect, may. inſpire, they ſnould not 
be aware, that the leſs this nation are now. employed. 


in productive labour, the more they loſe the habit of 


induſtry and of peaceful pleaſures, and their diſpo- 


fition to economy—the more will war, adventure, 


and piracy become their predominant inclinations, and 
the charadteriſiics of their new mode of exiſtence, 


2 * 


1 Non erat his populus quem pax tranquilla juvaret : 
N Qyem lan ies in motis paſceret arms. e * 
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"Mott afſuredly had France even loſt « one half of 
her population capable of bearing arms, which is far L 
from being the caſe, the remainder would have be- 
come more formidable to their neighbours in conſe- 
quence of their want of employment and their poyerty, 
Is it already forgotten, that the miſery which followed 
the war of the ſucceſſion, after the winter of 170g, 
was the true cauſe of the regeneration of the armies 
of Lewis XIV. by forcing men ta, enliſt in crowds 
for the fake of a ſubſiſtence, which they could 
no longer procure elſewhere ? The circumſiances are 
the ſame as far as regards the wretchedneſs of the 
| people, which, if it does not conſtitute the ſtrength, 
is at leaſl the cauſe. of the boldneſs and ſucceſs of 
their preſent governors. As long as they ſhall ſuffer 
themſelves. to be led like ſheep to ſlaughter, their 
maſters will have many more men than are requiſite 
to accompliſh their vaſt projects of conqueſt and uni- 
verſal plunder. 

I confeſs there no longer exiſts among Jen 3 
military ardour which urged them forward on the 
plains of Chalons, and ſoon after gave birth to no 
| lefs than fourteen armies, But of what importance is 
its decay ? Do riot the ſucceſſors of Robeſpierre poſ- 
ſeſs his ſecret ? Formed in his ſchool, are they not 
aware, that by handcuffing the requiſition- men, 
placing fhem between the guillotine and the enemy, 
the narrations of the veterans, the efprit de corps, 
the diſcipline, the martial muſic, the revolutionary 
hymns; the habit of facing danger, and the thirft-of 
plunder, ſoon baniſh the idea of home and the wiſh 
to GOIN and through cowardice itſelf theybecome by 

* . D 3 
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6369 
degrees intrepid warriors ? The Directory has a double 
Intereſt in multiplying theſe levies, which are the 
only means of drawing their internal enemies into the 
field, and thus oppoſing them to the external. Could 
we even doubt that this is their policy, let us refer to 
the decree Which has eſtabliſhed a new mode of mi- 


litary organization, by the aid of which the govern- 
ment will at all times have a million of ſoldiers enliſted, _ 


To create a poſſibility of putting this levy in effect, 
it was neceſſary to annul the privilege granted to 
married men. This /evere jufice,” ſaid the reporter, 
<'will oblige the inhabitants of the country to identify 
Fhemſebves | with the government. This was neceſſary for 
preventing corruptneſs and effeminacy from over- 
wWhelming with ſhame, and precipitating to deſtruction, 
the greateſt nation on the face of the earth *.” 
General Jourdan, who propoſed this military con- 
ſcription, expreſſed himſelf ſtill more openly ; for he 
confeſſed, without heſitation, that the ancient military 
n ech Jen b oel If, however, 
nothing appeared eaſier to bim than to reanimate it, 
and a fourth time to renew the revolutionary armies, 
this ariſes from his relying on the impoyeriſhment of 
the nation, and on the coercive meaſures that have 
driven into the field the majority of N who have 
falten i in battle. 
Although the youth have taken alarm and fled, 
although e 1 themſelves to evade this de- 
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and will raiſe 200,000 men for their preſent wants. 
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eree, or defy. its enforcement , we may be certain, 
that, after having oppoſed to it their empty clamours, 
theſe proud republicans will ſubmit to it with the 
molt abject obedience. It remains to be diſcovered, 
whether the reſt of Europe will conſent to ſanction 
it; for to reſtrain theſe ſoldiers, and retain them 
round their banners, they muſt be equipped and 
paid; and in this the republic can only ſucceed by 
the plunder of the nations ſhe propoſes to attack. 
This is her laſt and only reſource. If they ſtill per- 
mit her thus to become miſtreſs of their finances, 
ſhe will find more men than are requiſite to inundate 
all Europe with their troops, and ſooner or later to 
give the moſt fatal blow to. thoſe ſovereigns who now 
think themſelves moſt ſecure. RT 

I ſhall often have occaſion to recur to this important 
truth. It is now time to terminate this ſtatement, 
which, however long it may appear, ought to be 
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The Moniteur of the 6th October, No. 15, contains a letter 
from Bruſſels, ſtating that © The young man who lately hung him- 
ſelf to avoid bearing arms againſt the RR -— the RE is Ft 
the only one who has been deaf to the call of hohour. Others, ſti 
— 0p have cut off the my of their left hand; and a 
r number endeavour to _ as kg an enemy's — 
While this was paſſing in Belgium, ſome young: people at Faris 
preſented a W to legilative body, delcribing the 
miſery:this new law gave birth to in/their families; and ſupplicating 
| | at leaſt to annul its retroſpective clauſes, which ſubject to the 
enliſtment thofe who, on the faith of the former law, have married 
ſince the rath January 1798. In vain did they add, that many of 
them had ſince then become fathers. This did not prevent the Council 
from paſſing to the order of the day, or the Deputy Chabert from 
mounting the tribune, to announce to the allied powers, that the youth 
of the republic wait but for a ſignal to buckle on their civic armour. 
The only exception hitherto admitted was in favour of that de- 
- partment, whoſe courage and whoſe reſiſtance they ſtill dread, not- 
withſtanding the loſſes it has ſuffered ; I mean La Vendee, 


D 4 * 


—— * * 
N * N r * 
„ ws, A.Þ — 


— 2 — 7 > p + * 
3 * "x _ ; 
„ 9 +" . e þ f -—Y 


r 
„„ ee © 


r 3 


ws = \ _ o = bo oy 5 
— + - oY * bo = K # Aa % — of 
* Fa 4 - * 2 -_ * 
8 . 4 


\ * ua PI 


CE mms aa 


= * ——_ 9 
_— OY 
23. Law 


———— u 


1 


0 8 9 


confidered merely as containing general yer prepara-· 


tory hints, whoſe application will hereafter be ap- 
parent. If a numerous, an induſtrious, and a moral 
population, enjoying an eaſy ſubſiſtence, form the 


baſis of the wealth of nations, and of the reſources 
of their governments, it is eaſy to judge of the truth 
of the aſſertion of the Directory, that he reſaurces of 


the French republic ate entire. And however ſcandal- 
ous this 1mpoſture may-appear, it has diſguſted me 


leſs than the language they dared to hold four months 
before to the miniſter of war in the following terms: 


We are convinced of an important truth, which it 
is eſſential ſhould be known that France never had 


a war to ſuſtain 16% u e to * armies 105 the 
. N 55 | Wen 


What! A war which nas get the d in a — 


8 Pun covered all France with mourning; a war for 
which the pen of hiſtory can find no other deſcription 


put that of a butchery of mankind ; a war in which 
the French republic has only triumphed, by ſacriſicing 
more ſoldiers than all the coaleſced powers together, 
and in which her national guards have 7hrice renewed 
her armies Such is the war to-whoſe effects its con- 


ductors endeavour to blind the ſurvivors, by coldly 


aſſuring them . that France never bad a 275 os 


ot io ſuſtain, 2 that her. er are ee 
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vators of Land eupected to derive from the Revolu- 
lion. Exorbitancy of the Land-tar. Vexations , the 
Garniſers. Increaſe of tlie Expenſes of Cultivation. 
Fall in the Price f Land and its Produce, Scarcity 
, Hands. Rapid Dedline of Agriculture, Wretched- 
neſs of the Inhabitants of. the Country. | 


Various are the accounts relative to the advance- 
ment or decay of agriculture in France fince the 
commencement of the revolution. Many travellers 
and other writers have gone ſo far as to aſſert, that 
it is in the moſt flouriſhing Aale, and that the foil has 


— 


Pallacioujugfs of the fue Advantages which the Cultis 


never been better cultivated *. The members of the 


two. Councils, and all the official reports, aſſert that, 
on the contrary, it has rapidly declined during theſe 


two laſt years; that the profits of the farmers + are 


almoſt reduced to nothing ; that they begin to feel 
extreme diſcouragement, and that they are totally 


ea — — — 


.* See F. J. L, Meyer's Fragmer la Paris, publiſhed in 1796, and 


tranſlated from the German by General Dumouriez in 1798. 

The reader will 2 in the p of this chapter, that 
in France the moſt uſual tenure is that of metayers, who advance a 
portion of the ſtock and all the other expenſes of cultivation, and 
then divide the produce with the landlord in equal ſhares. The 
ame tenure very generally prevails in the more expenſive cultivation 
of the vineyard. Thus there are three claſſes of farmers: 1. Thoſe 
who cultivate their own eſtates; 2. Metayers; and, 3. Tenants at 
rack · rent. It will appear, that the ſmall number of the latter claſs is 
one of the cauſes of the low ſtate of cultivation in Fran T. 
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unable to pay either their rent or land-tax. Although 
comparative views of the produce itſelf are wanting 
to enable us. to decide between theſe contradictory 
aſſertions, yet we have innumerable authentic docu- 
ments, ſeveral ſymptoms and indications, and many 
- certain' fats, which may enable us to S at thoſe 
which ate concealed.” 

Let us ſet out by a ſuccint Acfeription of the ſtate 
of agriculture before the revolution, which is our 
only point of departure, or medium of compariſon. 
The foil has always been the principal fource of 
the riches of France. | It may, however, be diſcovered 
in M. Necker's work, wherein. he has dilated with 
fo much ſatisfaction on the great proſperity ſhe en- 
Joyed, that ſhe does not regularly ſupply her inhabit- 
ants even with all the proviſions neceſſary for their 
conſumption z and we there find proof, that perfume- 
ries, dried fruits, liquors, oils of Provence, brandies, 
and all the wines exported, were not on an average 
by any means ſufficient to exchange againſt the corn, 
_ cattle; horſes, and raw produce, or primary commodi- 

tier: ee Tong U countries. It N 


28 C 1 . 
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»-By theſe terms are underſtood «ooh ſalt meat, leather, 

- cheeſe,” tobacco, wood of all kinds, flax, hemp itch, tar, coal, 

and even gil; for France exported much lefs of of the fine oils than 

| Hie imported of an ordinary quality, of which laßt the annual 'amoynt 
was fromtyelve to fifteen millions of livres. 

As for raw filks, "thing proves that the quantity roduced 

n France was tyfhcient” or her c uſum tion ; and although ſhe im- 

ed ro the amount of about mes <ſeven Hillions, ſhe re-expotted 

whole after 2 — three times its original value b converting 

it into manũfactu Tres. Har! it was pot the ſame with re to woolleris, 

wing early an equal amount was annually imported.” Although 

2 light cloths were Tent abroad, it is more hab doubtful whether 


pn cloths purchaſed from ather nations were not equivalent 
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appears, that a country, which, with the ſurplus of 
ſuch produce as it can ſpare, cannot procure all thoſe 
it needs, and which are indiſpenfably neceſſary, ought 
not to be called the moſt fertile and the moſt agricultural 
in Europe, as M. de Calonne has aſſerted. 

It is no leſs true, that the immenſe balance that 
country annually received by means of its commerce, 
and which it owed ſolely to its maritime colonies, has, 
in this reſpect, deceived many other writers. Grotius, 
referring no doubt to the fruits of Touraine, and to 
certain precious wines very famous all over the world, 
called it the fineft country next to heaven. Its preſent 
legiſlators are daily repeating that its /oil is more fertile 
than that of any other country in Europe * ; and in all 
ages its inhabitants have aſſumed the title of the agri- 
cultural nation (or the nation of farmers), in gratitude 
to that genial climate which has ſo often and ſo ra- 

pidly compenſated the faults and errors of their 
governors. | 185 | 

The United States of America are an eminently 
agricultural nation, for they produce a great ſurplus 


to the fine cloths diſpoſed of to them; ſo that the importations of 
raw wool may be conſidered as one of the agricultural productions 
for which France depended on her neighbours. | 
If we were inveſtigating the balance of the imports and exports 
ff Great Britain, we ought not to neglect the value of the raw ma- 
ials for manufacturing woollens, of which, to the amount of 
£00,000). ſterling are annually diſpaſed of to other nations. Per- 
too, we ought to include the ſalt fiſh exported. Fiſheries are, 
in fact, no other than the tillage of the ſea; for if thoſe Engliſhmen 
who 7 their cod to the coaſts of the Mediterranean, and who are 
employ in fetching it from Newfoundland, remained upon their 
native ifland, they would contribute to produce the corn and ſpirij- 
rege liquors which England now takes in exchange for her fiſh — 
reſt of Europe. 5 
* Talot. Sitting of the iſt February 1798. | 
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(* 
of proviſions. The ſame may be (aid of Hungary, 
Sicily, Poland, and Prouffia ; but I confeſs I cannot 
comprehend why France ſhould be called the mf 


agricultural country of Eurdpe, unleſs we are to un- 
derſtand by this, that ſhe may at ſome future period 


be able to ſupply her own conſumption. 

The obſtacle which prevented her inhabitants from 
diſplaying all the riches of the ſoil, was principally 
the unequal taxation, which preſſed moſt on the 
cultivators of land, and augmented in an arbitrary 
ratio in proportion as they increaſed their ſtock of 
cattle, or their number of ploughs. In proceſs of 
time this ſyſtem gave them ſuch a paſſion for hoard- 


ing *, that the majority preferred keeping their mo- 


ney idle to laying it out it in improvements, and 
feared to beftow on their land that cultivation, 
without which it was impoflibte to render it pro- 


* We have ſeen a new proof of the continuance of this ancient 


- FE at the time of calling in the gold coin during the admini- 


ration of M. de Calonne, and particularly when the church- lands 


were put up to ſale. A great number of farmers then became pur- 


chaſers, and a great quantity of ſpecie, till then locked up as a uſeleſs 
treaſure in the coffers of the yeomanry, who were not ſuſpected of 


3 property, ſuddenly came out, and entered into circulation. 
f this was ſo- under the former government, it is eafy to imagine how 
much this paſſion for hoarding muſt have increaſed under a fyitem of 


compulſery paper circulation, of requiſitions, of forced loans, and 


of confiſcations. Of this Lecouteulx complained in the fitting of 


the 2oth July 1798, though he diſguiſed it under a new name. 


will not conceal,” ſaid he, * that in France money is now extremely 
difjeminated. . This diſſemination ariſes, in a great\meaſure, from the 


'reſervation-of a certain ſum Which every one thinks it his duty th 
retain, through a far of not being able to raife, when neceſſary, tHe 


money he may have occaſton for.“ This was phinly N | 
that in the Fear of new plunder, every one was collecting an 


d the only Species of property which could be concealed froth 


the plunderer, ; A | 
AF —_— or nit n to gr oe 0 
REA | » 
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ductive. Another cauſe which arreſted their progreſs 
was, that the conſumers who reſided in the towns, 
although very numerous, were generally poor. For 
as production will always purſue a ratio compounded: 
of the number of conſumers and their ability, if the 
purchaſers cannot offer a good price, cultivation will 
dwindle away, or, at leaſt, remain ſtationary. 

Another reaſon why the progreſs of agriculture ir in 
France was never proportionate to the fertility; of the 
ſoil, the temperature of the climate, the activity of 
the inhabitants, and their, flouriſhing population, 
was, that in all periods their national character led 
them rather into the luxury of, decoration than that 
of conſumption, which laſt alone is favourable to 
. agriculture, or contributes to the ſtrength of a. late. 
In fact, every thing depends on reproduction, every 
thing ends in it, — the whole ſyſtem of political 
economy conſiſts in a circular proceſs, of producing 
in order to conſume, and conſuming much in order 
to reproduce ſill morè. It is by conſumption and 
reproduction that the revenue of a fovereign is per- 
petuated. The more his ſubjects conſume and re- 
produce, the more profit docs he derive from this 
double increaſe, of both which he receives his ſhare. 

Eleven years ago one of the French economiſts, 
who has moſt vaunted the agricultural power of his 
country, aſſerted, „ that the annual produce of 
England has been calculated with great accuracy at 
2,235 millions of livres; that, together with thoſe of 
Scotland and Ireland, they cannot be leſs than three" 
milliards; and that the produce of France, computed 
in the ſame manner, has been valued, at the leaſt, at 
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$,200 millions . He added, that theſe calculations 


bad been made with great ſtill and judgment. But as 


he did not point out the data, I ſhall not pledge myſelf 
to their truth, although they appear to me very nearly 
to approximate to it, for the period when they were 
made. But admitting their accuracy, what would be 
the reſult? Only, that the ſubjects of his Britannic 
Majeſty, notwithſtanding; their gloomy climate, ob- 


_ tain fifteen ſixteenths of the produce drawn from the 


ſoil of France, by a population faid to be more than 
double their number, and notwithftanding the great 
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gc Dupont de Nemours's Lerire d la Chambre du Commerce de 


Normandie. 


+ It is for the ſake of purſuing the hypotheſis of Dupont and his 
colleagues throughout, that I adopt their account of the compa- 
rative population of the two, empires. 47 Fill 

Nothing can be more curious than the manner in which, while 


ſwelling out their own population, they diſcover the means of 


reducing that of the two iſlands, ſo as to give more effect to their 


favourite contraſt between the great and the little nation.” Lecou- 


teulx has diſcovered, that it is merely by exaggeration that the popu- 
lation of the latter has been ſtated at ten — that it is not equal 


to one third of that of France; and that its territory is not equal to 


one frei with reſpect to the extent cultivatetn. | 

It might be inquired, to what new'map this ſtateſman has applied 
his compaſſes, and whether he has referred to the writings of Tem- 
pleman and Necker? from which it appears, that the ſuperficial ex- 
tent of the two iſlands is to the kingdom of France as 99 to 131. 


It is true, there is the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe that Templeman is 


conſiderably miſtaken, 8 with r to the northern pro- 
vinces both of Scotland and Ireland; that the real proportion 
of the two empires is only as 83 to 130. But ſuppoſing, that after 
her continental conqueſts the , ſuperficial extent of the republic 
ſhould now be to that of the two Britiſh iſlands-as 160 to 80, it re- 
mains to be conſidered, whether eight acres well manured, and cul- 
tivated in an intelligent manner, will not produce as much as ſixteen 
indifferently managed, and of which one third every year lies fal- 
low. The cghiers of the nobleſſe of Blois aſſerted, that, acre for 
acre, Engliſh land produced forty-eight meaſures of corn, while 
that of France only yielded eighteen. I am far from wiſhing to rely 
on ſo vague an aflertion, but I ſhall appeal to the calculations of 
Arthur Young, as à good authority in this reſpect. Aſter having com- 
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690 | 
extent of that-country, and the vaſt variety of produce 
to which its boaſted climate is adapted. From' this 
ſtatement alone it is eaſy to pronounce which of 
two nations is the moſt agricultural. e 
Here an important obſervation occurs relative to 
the comparative reſources each government can draw 
from agriculture; namely, that as the revenue of 
the ſovereign only conſiſts of the ſurplus of the 
annual reproductions, if ME n-. millions of indi» 
viduals are obliged to ſubſiſt on a produce eſtimated 
at 3, 200 millions of livres, they wilt have mueh lefs 
to ſpate for their ſovereign than ten millions of men 
with a produce amounting to three milliards. 

But let us quit all theſt preliminary obſervations 
on the condition of farmers of all claſſes in France 
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pared the different modes of cultivation and the quantities produced, 
«I ſhould be juſtified,” _ he, „ in-proportioning * corn pros 
duce of England in general, compared with that of France, as 28 
to 18. I am well perfuaded, ſuch a ratio would be no exaggeration. 
The comparative importance of a country producing twenty-eight. 
buſhels per acre in lieu of eighteen, is prodigious.” A 

In ſhore, Lecouteulx will permit me to .— him, 1ſt, That La- 
voiſier has aſſerted, flog e even #00 thirds of the ſurface of France 

are cultivated. adly, That Neufchateau; the miniſter, has lately 
teptoached the French with their ' bangful fallows, which render aue 

third ꝙ their extenfive territory barren; by which that * 2 mea 

no doubt, a third of the two thirds cultivated. \ zdly, That the be 

maps, and the writings of the beſt informed men, ſhow,» that the 

foreſts, both public and private, occupy a ſixth, or at leaſt a ſeventh 

of the territory of Ftance. 4thly, That the Engliſh reap cord 

from the ſurface of thoſe lands whoſe bowels ſupply. them with coal, 
. which correſponds. with the fire-wood of France. | 

As to the population of the two dſlands, this is not the place to 

enter the, liſts with thofe who, like Lecouteulx and St. Aubin, re 
always repovting with ſo much * that it is under ten millions. "M 
It is enough to ſay, there is the beſt reaſon to believe that it amounts 

to between fifteen and fixteen, of which Ireland contains four and 

a half, Scotland one and à half, 12d Wales 80,000. LOTS 
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W and let us proceed to the ptin- 
* advantages tliey expected to derive from it. 
Tbe firſt, and no doubt the moſt important, was 


«the abolition of zithes;"a tax which, of all others, is 
the moſt inimical toi the: progreſs of agrieulture. It 


would, in fact, be difficult to contrive a tax more 
directly prejudicial, than that which prevents the 
draining of :marſhes, the clearing of new lands, the 
encloſure of commons, and preſſes with peculiar 
rigour' on thoſe lands which require the largeſt ca- 
pital and the greateſt quantity of Jabour,..; Of tithes 


it may be juſtly ſaid, that they lay a ſine on improve - 


ments, and ſet the infant at variance with its nurſe; 
and that thoſe who come to collect the tenth; ſheaf 
ſeem annually to admoniſh the farmer, Beware not la 
make your lands productive. We may add, that by 
demanding every where. indiſcriminately a tenth of 


the ram produce, the tithe-colleRor, in fact, gene- 


rally takes a fourth, or atleaſt à fiſth of the net 
profits, and that by exacting an equal portion of 
the fruits of the moſt fertile land, whoſe eultivation 
requires but little expenſe; and of that which is more 
expenſive, it often happens, that of the firſt only a 
ſexenth or an eighth of the net produce is taken, 
while of the latter a ſourth, a third, and ſometimes 
one half is levied. To be freed then from tithes, ap- 
peared an immenſe relief for the French farmer : but 
before we-take it for granted that he.is really wholly 
liberated from this tax, we muft recollect, that the 
famous decree which./ecu/arized France, leſt the ſup- 
port of the clergy entirely at the charge of the people; 
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whence it. appears, that thoſe pariſhes which have 
preferred their religion, and priefts to perform its 
fun&iv5ngs, are obliged to ſupport them as before. The 


J only difference confiſts, 1ſt, In the prieſts now ĩe- 


ceiving in threſhed” corn what was formerly given 
them in ſheaves: /2Uly; In this ſtipend; which might 
them be demanded, being now a voluntary giſt; 
which has converted the conſtitutional clergy inte a 
new kind oſ mendicants, aſking charity in lieu of 
giving alms. Experience will teach us, whether re- 
ligion and its miniſters will not become the victims of 
this new order of things, and whether the »-Prench 
nation is ſufficiently attached to divine worſhip, to 
give a regular, a voluntary, and à decent ſalary to 


their prieſts, like the Diſſenters in England, and all 


the Chriſtian ſects of the United States of America. 
In the latter caſe, this general and gratuitous comtri- 
bution will coſt them preriſely as much as the titbes 
ſrom which they thought themſelves delivered. In 
ſact, Syeyes proved to the Conſtituent Aſſembly, that 


the annual produce of the tithes amounted only to 


A. 


| ſeventy millions *; and this is pteciſely the ſum at | 
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On tbe ziſt May 1798, the Deputy Bruſls, when infiſti on 


the greatneſs of the relief ariſing to the people from the ſuppretſion - 
of tithes; eftimated them at ſeventy-two millions. This valuation is 
pretty near that preſented to the Conſtituent Aſſembly by Dedelay, 
ho ſeems to have made himſelf maſter of the ſubjeR. E ec 


e aſſerted, 
tiiat their / het produce amounted, at the utmoſt, to ſixty or ſixty- 
five millions; and hence it followed, that the general maintenance 


of the clergy coſt the nation only at the rare of two livres ten 


ſous, or three livres per head. Should this ſtatement appear to ſome 
readers below the truth, let them remember, that the rate varied in 


different parts of the kingdom from the ſeventh, to the thirty · ſecond 
part of the raw produce; that ſeveral vineyards paid as little as 

a crown per acre; that oil and wine, which form the princi- 
pal produce of Dauphiny and Provence, paid nothing; and that 


E. f 


toy: 

-which they paid the ſtipend of the clergy, even after 
reducing thoſe of the biſhops. with a degree of parſi- 
-mony-- irreconcilable. either with | the hierarchy or 
the. diſcipline of the Romiſh church. Would it nat 
have been far wiſer to have converted the tithes into 
d pecuniary aid demandable by law, like that which 
is daily gaining ground in England, without the par- 
ticular intervention of government? The miniſter 
"who ſhould ſucceed in procuring the ſanction of las- 
ſor this meaſure, would indeed be a benefactor to 
agriculture, eſpecially ſhould he be able to cure to 
the clergy of the country, both for the preſent and 
the future, a reſpectable eſtabliſnment that will enable 
them to fulfil their important duties. As to the 
French nation, one circumſtance peculiar to them 
would ſeem to ſhow, that tithes were much leſs pre- : 
Judicial in France than elſewhere. Their inclination 
to enjoy the preſent without regard to the future, 
is well known; and the claſs of farmers were ſo far 
from being exempt from this -baneful diſpoſition, that 
they were always anxious to derive from: the earth 
the ſpecies of produce which they could moſt ſpeedily 

convert into money, and generally put in tillage 
2 much greater quantity of land than was propor- 

tioned to the extent of their meadows. Hence enlight- 
ened men who travelled in France ſaid, there would 
be more corn if there were fetver fields. Now the 
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even where it was heavieſt, it was ſcarcely ever rigorouſly exacłed. 
Id name then was very improperly choſen, ſince the maximum of 
the ſum annually col the whole country amounting but 
to ſeventy-two millions, it only took the forty-fourth part of the 
hole produce, which was eſtimated at 3,200 millions, as has been 
already explained. ** PE 4 N : ET” 
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(5 ) 
tithes indirectly contributed to oppoſe this tendency, 
becauſe meadow land pays a much ſmaller pro- 
portion of its net produce than arable, No one, 
however, adduced this important conſideratio when 
the tax was attacked; and ſcarcely was it ſuppreſſed 
before the plough deſtroyed the moſt excellent mea- 
dows. There is nothing marvellous in this land pro- 
ducing abundant harveſts of corn, but the period is 
approaching when theſe thoughtleſs ſpeculations will 
be ſeverely repented of *. | 
The ſecond advantage conferred on the i 
of France, was the ſuppreſſion of the exciſe (droite 
aide) levied on wines and brandies. Such were 
the golden expectations founded on this relief, that 
every one haſtened to plant new vineyards, eſpecially 
; at the commencement of the paper circulation, which 
gave a temporary ſtimulus to many enterpriſes and 
ſpeculations ; but as they wanted the neceſſary ca- 
pital for carrying on this ſpecies of culture, which 
requires more hands, and conſequently larger diſ- 
burſements than any other, they were ſoon compelled 
to neglect it +... Thoſe ho had the beſt, oppor- 


11 is ſaid, that good Engliſh farmers can, at firſt ſight, diſcover 
| the age of a meadow ;. and that they value it at a rent not merely 
f portioned to the fertility of the — LO to its having deen i in 
that ſtate twenty, thirty, forty, or fi 
. + To this Dupont alluded 1 in the 1 ſentence : * The cul- 
tivation of the vine is confiderably extended by the 2 of 
the exciſe (droits Þaides). We now every where behold hills hi- 
therto naked and barren converted ĩtito luxuriant vineyards.” 
8 was however much leſs 1 to extend its cultivation, 
roportion it to the capitals employed; for the ſame deputy 
ho tad} Juſt atteſted” this fact, exaggerating” it, as was his cu 1 
cdl added, © But the ſoil that bears theſe new riches, this 
happy | ſource of revenue, no longer enjoys the fame capital as for- 
; it enjoys a capital dimirfiſhed N to one third, or at leaſt 
to to 4% its former magnitude.“ 
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| ( 52 ) 
tunity of obſervation, agree that the vineyards have 
ſaffered conſiderably, that they neither receive the 
freque::* cultivation, nor the continual attention they 
require; that in many parts the proprietors neglected 


to replace the plants that had decayed ; and that ſe- 


veral purchaſers or renters of confiſcated lands had 
cut down the vines en ruine x. Neither ought we to 
forget, that, under pretext of relieving the qiſtreſs of 
the hoſpitals, a duty was lately impoſed on wines and 
other liquors on entering Paris, which is decorated 
with the title of oc de "bienfaiſcvite,or a grant of be- 


nevolence, and which will doubtleſs ſoon be extended 


to the provincial towns. Although this tax has al- 
ready excited great murmurs among the people, it is 


one of thoſe of which the advantages are moſt cal- 


elated to counterbalance its inconveniences, and 
perhaps it will render an eſſential ſervice to the agri- 
chlture' of France, ſhould it contribute to reſtrain 
thüskultivation of the vine, and to confine it, by de- 

8, to thoſe diſtricts which are Wigs pages Tor 

its Production. 99 * 1027.08 . 

Thie third advantage was the abrogation of the feudal 
rights; an advantage of ineſtimable value, had it been 
actomtmpanied with the ſame. moderation as in Den- 
mark, or that of which Lewis XV I. had himſelf 


given an exawple in bis ,own domains. But the 
French legiſlators, ever hurried on by the impetuoſity 


which bees their milan compitted acts of 155 
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* Thie _ oder a more ans vintage; but it exhauſts 
1 the vines, and is never adopted, except in the year preceding that 
*%- when” the plants are pulled up, and the A converted to othie 
branches of cultivation. 
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juſtice equally glaring with thoſe they were endeayour- 
ing to correct. Under pretext of deſtroying every veſ- 
tige of the ages of barbariſm, and re-eſtabliſhing 
property on its juſt baſis, they gave it a ſhock 
which agriculture will long continue to feel. Let us 
not ſuffer ourſelves to be impoſed on by the long and 
pompous catalogue of feudal rights which they have 
ſuppreſſed. The moſt tyrannical of them had 10 to- 
tally fallen into diſuſe, that the people had even for- 
gotten their names; and as to that of morte-main, which 
has made fo much noiſe, it only exiſted in Mount- 
Jura, where this oppreſſion could only extend to 
10,000 individuals at the utmoſt. I do not however 
deny that the ſuppreſſion of many of theſe rights, and 
particularly thoſe of perſonal ſervice, was a real re- 
lief to ſome diſtricts: but it muſt be obſerved, that 
to give it a character of general alleviation in the 
eyes of the people, it was thought neceſſaty to include 
the enfranchiſement of the domames corigeables ( tenancies 
at will), and ground-rents. Theſe ground-rents, called 
champarts, payable annually either in kind'or money, 
which were the price of the grant to thoſe who ori- 
ginally offered to clear the land, were one of the moſt 
. favourable inſtitations for the progreſs of agriculture. 
But we ought not to forget, that after having ſtigmatized 
and ſuppreſſed theſe ground-rents as a remnant of feu- 
dal barbariſm, and aſter ſuffering the people to enjoy, 
during ſeveral years, this pretended benefit, their re- 
preſentatives have been theſe two years endeavouring 
to deprive them of it, under pretext that ground-rents 
are not expreſsly named in the decrees of ſuppreſſion. 
It is the N of the finances that has urged them 
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3 ( 54 ) 
to this groſs impoſition. As ſoon as they had ſold the 
greater part of the national domains, from which 


they were due, they revived their claim to them in 


favour of the national treaſury, and attempted to exact 
them from the yeomanry, who thought themſelves de- 


livered from the burden. The latter have, however, 


obſtinately perſiſted in refafing to pay them, and ſtill 
more to redeem them, as the miniſter Ramel, who 
expected thence-to derive an immenſe ſum of money, 
had the effrontery to propoſe *. This conteſt is fill 
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»The proſpect of the ſums this redemption would bring in, 


Furniſhed Ozun with an excellent argument not to. grant that miniſter 


the other taxes he ſolicited. On the zoth May 1798, he thus expreſſed 
Himſelf: 4 A good government, 272 Forbonnais, ought not to im- 
pole taxes when it may recover the poſſeſſion of property. Recover 
yours. Let us demand the ground - rents excepted in the law of the 
1th July 1793, from the general ſuppreſſion of the feudal rights; 
he added, 5 that this — as er roduce 100 millions in ſpecie, 
and above 300 millions in receipts 2 the yet unannihilated ftock 
called the conſolidated third.” Vi 

This was preciſely what Ramel hoped when he ſolicited the re- 


newal of theſe rents. The difficulty conſiſts in diſcovering the 


exception.in the famous decree- of the ach Auguſt 1789. That decree 
is ſo explicit, that the legiſlative body of the year v. could not diſ- 
cover the ſmalleſt ambiguity, although ſtrongly deſirous of repairing 
the injuſtice, and although the Directory united with them with an 
energy proportioned to their neceſſities. | 


In the mean while the country people do not take the trouble ei. 


ther to pore over the laws which are the ſubje& of diſpyte, or to ex- 


amine whether it be true, that theſe ground-rents had no mixture 


whatever of feudaliſm. They have diſcontinued the habit of paying 
them, and they are enraged to hear of their repreſentatives appoint- 


| ws a committee to inveſtigate the propriety of re-eſtabliſhing them. 


even openly declare they will join the ſtandard of royalty if 


their rulers thus perſiſt in eſtabliſuing, by degrees, all the burdens from 


which they thought themſelves delivered for ever by its abolition. 
Such, however, is the inference we may draw from the opinion which 


the new u revelie e his colleagues on the 23d June 1798: 
A Pepury Creveler gave hs collea 23d June 179 


to re-eſtabliſh the rents called rentes fonciꝭres (or 

ground- rents), again brought forward in this tribune, has ſpread an 
rm among the farmers. The mere exiſtence of the committee 
nominated for this purpoſe is, in ſome meaſure, a public calamig ; 


| =O 
- undecided. If the country people ſucceed, as is 
highly probable, the reſult will be a conſiderable al - 
leviation for one claſs of cultivators, and the ruin of 
another claſs of proprietors. But ſuch an invaſion of 
one of the moſt ſacred of landed properties will ulti- 
mately prove rather prejudicial than advantageous to 
agriculture. | 80 

| The fourth advantage was the ſuppreſſion of the ex- 
cluſive right of kiſling game. It is impoſſible to juſ- 
tify the total indifference of the old government to 
the devaſtations thoſe animals committed; and though 
theſe were inconſiderable, except in the vicinity of the 
cupitaineries royales, or royal rangerſhips, every friend 
to the people muſt have applauded; the ſentiment 
which induced the Conftituent Aſſembly to put a 
ſtop to that abuſe; nor is it without reaſon that Le- 
couteulx has lately reminded the farmers of the injury 
formerly done by the game. But it may be aſked, 
does not the ſportſman now inflit on them an almoſt 
equal injury? For fince this privilege has been ex- 
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ſince the friends of liberty are not without uneaſineſs, and the repre- 
ſentatives of the people are daily expoſed to the moſt horrid calum- 
nies, for having in a manner renewed a propoſition rejected by the 
Fructidorian legiſlative body. This propoſition, even . it 
to be jaſt, is in reality  impolizic and ill. timed in the preſent ſtate of 
France. It may, it af be uſeful to the King of Blankenburg, and 
the followers of Babœuf. I ſay ſtill more; the adoption or rejection 
of this eee which I oppoſe, will determine which faction ſhall 
carry the elections of the year v11.” | Pris, 
Such is the preſent ſtate of this great conteſt. We have every re- 
ſon to believe that the preſent legiſlators will maturely deliberate he- 
fore they infiſt on the payment of the ground-rexts, and that the 
inhabitants of the country will think twice before they purchaſe 
exemptions for the benefit of the republican government, conſidering - 
erg ary danger of having again to pay them whenever monarchy. 
is reſtored, | 80 | 5 20 
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tended to every one without diſtindion, and ſince 
there are no perſons employed as game-keepers to pre- 


vent abuſes, it is exerciſed even beſore the corn is cut. 
Of this the miniſter of the interior complained to the 
central adminiſtrations, reproaching them with the 
great damage ſuffered by the 'crops in conſequence of 
the non-execution of the game laws, and urging 
them to fix the periods when hunting and ſhooting 
are permitted. Independent of this damage, it is 
much to be ſeated that the effects of the diminution of 
the game will be, in ſome meaſure, counteracted by 
the multiplication of wol ves *, Which are as injurious 
to the flocks in mountainous countries as the game 
was formerly ta the crops upon the plains. No one 


_ will deny that fo rapid a multiplication of wolves has 
” patthy ariſen from the ſuppreſſion of the game-keepers, 


who were at the ſame time keepers of the foreſts, where 
it was their buſineſs to deftroy theſe enemies of agri- 
culture, I have elſewhere ſpoken of the plunder 
and - devaſtation to which the woods were ſubject 
after the decree which repealed the ancient game- 
laws. This ought to be taken into the aecount when 


we are weighing the advantages of this decree, which 


is repreſented to the people as an ineſtimable benefit. 


Nor ought ye to forget that the ſame obſervations ap- 
ply to their deliverance from the royal rangerſhips as 


to the qa rents, and that the new committee of | 


— 


* _ 


„ O- 
"+ * 


* The following i is an extract from the laſt rt on this fobjeR 


| by Daubermeſnil, on the 24th September 1798: « In the laſt year 
(che year vi.) 5,351 wolves were deſtroyed : b 


ut -notwithſtanding 
this, the ſame ravages continue, the — misfortune: 1 aye 
oe ſame complaints are repeated. 


(37 ) 


Finances has ventured to propoſe the Wee 
of the excluſive privilege of the chaſe. It is true, 
this was oppoſed by others, who invoked the immortal 
Izwy of the 4th Auguſt 1789, and declared, that the 
very idea of this privilege gave birth to iunumerable 
painful refletions. But although the legiſlative body 
has hitherto rejected every idea of ſelling for money the 
exerciſe of a right common to all men, we may be cer- 
tain they will ſpeedily recur to it, whether to procure 
a new ſource of revenue, to re-eſtabliſh the natural 
protectors of the foreſts, or to have a pretext for in- 
directly diſarming a certain claſs of the people, to 
whom, whether able to purchaſe them or not, the 
inimortal law of the 4th Auguſt ſo imprudently granted 
the liberty of uſing and keeping arms, 
The fifth and laſt advaniage which agriculture de- 
rived from the revolution was that of the abolition 
of the corvees or ſtatute- work, a method, equally un- 
juſt and extravagant, of making and keeping the 
public roads in repair. M. Necker values the work 
hereby exacted of the claſſes of men who were ſub- 
ject to it at twenty millions of livres. Whew the ſup- 
preſſion of this vexatious tax was finally decreed, 
cnes of joy reſounded from all parts: This, however, 
was a meaſure which had been long before prepared 
and begun under Lewis XVI.; but as the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly omitted to ſupply its place by a pecuniary 
aid, or by the eſtabliſhment of turnpikes (barrieres), 
the reſult was ſo great a decay, or rather ſuch a 
deſtruction of the bridges and caufeways, and of the 
great roads, that many of the latter became impaſſ- 
able. As the account I ** to give of theſe may ap- 
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pear exaggerated, J ſhall confine myſelf to copying 


that addreſſed to the whole nation by the Directory 
on the 16th December 1797 to demonſtrate to them 
the important intereſt they had in repairing the high- 
ways themſelves :—< For ſeveral years nothing has 
been done in this reſpect, nor has any thing been paid. 
Moſt of the highways are, in many parts, ruinous 
or impaſſable. Travellers, couriers, and diligences - 
have, in many places, the greateſt difficulty to pro- 


ceed. The ſtapnation of commerce has been the baneful 


conſequence. This evil at firſt aroſe merely from a 
neglect, then very eaſy to be corrected, had it been 
attempted in time; but in the preſent ſtate no ordi- 


nary means will be ſufficient. ' In fo great a difficulty 


a great effort is neceſſary. The Directory therefore 
propoſes to all the citizens to Ab/cribe, according to 
Meir ability or their patriotiſm, to this grand object, 
either in kind or in money. It is with confidence 
they provoke this act of public ſpirit ſo natural to a 


free people. Public ſpirit ought, in the French 
nation, to produce prodigies ſuperior to all thoſe ro- 
corded in ancient times. Rome, while free, aſto- 


niſhed the world by the magnificence of her aque- 
ducts and public roads France, equally powerful, and 
beiter conflituted than the Roman republic, ought alſo 
to excel Rome in the care ſhe will take of her public 
works. To deſtroy the roads of an extenſive empire 
3s to cut the veins of Hercules; and to that ſtate France 


is almoſt reduced. But the French Hercules is about 


to wield his nervous arms. The Executive Directory are 


5 addrefling citizens who will en us their exhortation, 


6590 | 
nor will a ſingle individual be found who ſhall be 
deaf to their voice.” / Way 
But the Directory was ſo little /;fened to, that 
throughout the whole republic only two communes 
felt the importance of yielding to this appeal. That 
of Colonges boaſted—** that they had repaired five 
leagues of road in leſs than three days, without coſting 
a ſingle halfpenny to government; and that of Ver- 
neuil ſubſeribed for the labour of a certain number of 
days; but the public prints have not informed us he- 
ther theſe ſubſcriptions were realized *. 


— — * * 8 1 * Ys 
* * * . — 


In one of his laſt circular letters, the miniſter of the intetior 
has nevertheleſs thanked /ome parts of France for having ſeized this 
Rn of ſhowing their patriotiſm ; and he aſſures them, that if, 
in lieu of being partial, the effort had been general, it would have 
repaired the breach in the public works ariſing from ſeveral years f 
neglect. After having reproached the people both with this neglect, 
— their apathetic indifference, that miniſter upbraids them above all 
—#* with endeavouring to evade, the barriers or turnpikes, newl 
eſtabliſhed on the great roads, and loudly clamouring againſt the fi 
experiments of the new tax. In fact, adds Frangois de Neufcha- 
teau, „this duty, far from being a burden to the citizens, is a real 
benefit ; for it ſupplies the means of keeping up the great roads with- 
out having recourſe to the corvte.“ This paternal reproof con- 
cluded with a quotation, from the words of a, philanthropif, who, 
when contempliting the roads conſtructed by the corvee, exclaimed, 
T tread upon the blood, of the people. 

To ſupply its place, the Directory have now eſtabliſhed on the 
roads of France about 1,200 turnpikes, where a toll is beginning to 
be collected, from which they expect a conſiderable revenue, after pay- 
ing the expenſes of their eſtabliſhment, and the ſalaries of the col- 
lectors, Although unanimouſly decreed immediately after the 18th 
Fructidor, this toll was then only conſented to in principle, and it was 
when they came to organize this principle, that the people and the * | 
poſition exclaimed ſo loudly ;—* What!“ faid Julien Souhait, on the 
za November 1797, * becauſe George and the Engliſh ariſtocrats, 
and Belgic ariſtocrats, have choſen to eſtabliſh turnpikes, ſhall their 
example and their will prevail in this aſſembly, and become, is de- 
ſpite of ourſelves, the law of the French notiun ?”—His w e 
Alabet did not confine hinifelf to declamations againſt England, but 
artfully availing himſelf af a clauſe of the decree, which enacted, 
that the new tax ſhould only be eſtabliſhed on the roads that were in 
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Indignant᷑ at ſeeing the degeneracy of public ſpirit 
vie with the deterioration of the roads, the Directory 
thought it their duty to ſhow themſelves like the 


French Hercules, and to employ force where perfua- 


ſion failed. Hence the inhabitants of Paris received 
an order to work upon the roads within their diſtrict ; 
and this order, addreſſed to the ſtationary national 
guard, exprefily declared that zhy/e who ſhould fail would 
be brought before the tribunal of correction. It is not eaſy 
to. conceive the ſurpriſe of theſe proud republicans and 
defenders of their country, on beholding themſelves 
thus ſuddenly reduced to the dilemma of being con- 
demned to work at the corvees, or ſent to the hone of 
correction. Their outcry was ſo general, that the Di- 
reQory, fearing a mutiny in the Fauxbourgs, imme- 
diately wrote to the police“ that they were aſto- 
niſhed to obſerve the civic invitation they had given to 


* 


8 


repair, he aſcended the tribune, and expre ſſed himſelf thus: © The 
information I have received at the office of the miniſter of the inte- 


rior, proves that only one tenth of the roads of France are in this 


condition. Only one tenth therefore of the duty will be collected; 
that is, two millions in lieu of twenty, a ſum which will be far from 
ſufficient to keep the roads in repair.“ | | 

To obviate this difficulty, they have eſtabliſhed turnpikes on alt 
the roads indiſcriminately, whether in repair or not; and in conſe- 
quence of this modification of the firſt law, the produce or the re- 
ceipts expected from the toll ſtands in the prefumptive revenue of 
the year. v11, not as twenty, but as thirty millions. It is true, that 
to reach this ſum, even in proſpect, it has been neceſſary at once to 
hay the tax at an enormous rate. But when we conſider how the num- 
ber of travellers will be reduced in conſequence of the tax, it is evi- 
dent this burden will bear principally! on the carriage of produce 
ropes to market by farmers, We ought not therefore to be ſur- 
Priſed, if, as the miniſter now cemplains, the conntry people clamour 
lonely again theſe fir ft attempts, if the enemies of the public good have 


_ ſeized this opporhunity to MURMUR, aud if foie attempts have been made 


* 


2 evade the latu, whether by uſing by-roads, or by going acroſs the 
as. > ; f 5 


— 


(6x ) 
me people converted into a pe Jaw.” —This retrac- 
tion had ſo good an effect, that a few days afterwards 
the twelve municipalities of Paris, with the central 
adminiſtration of the department of the Seine at their 
head, went out on the road leading to Orleans, to 
work at repairing the highways'*. It | maſt indeed 
have been a very curious fight for the neighbouring 
peaſantry, who, with folded arms, beheld the magiſ- 
trates, ' artiſts, jewellers, and literati' of the capital of 
the empire, working with pick-axes on the public 
road. Time will ſhow whether this kind of corvde> 
work can be of equal value with that which has been 
ſupprefſed; and whether there will not long be cauſe 
to lament, with Dupont, that the revolution en rg 
tranſported privileges. | | 
Having now taken a ſurvey of the Ads of: mne 
ſive great benefits which the country people expected 
to obtain, let us next examine the diſaſtrous conſe - 
quences of the firſt blow. which agriculture” received 
when it was decreed that three fourths of the contri- 
butions ſhould be levied upon landed property. 
It was alſo to the wwiſe and luminous views of the 
Conſtituent Aſſembly, that the economiſts oiwed-this | 
great victory, by means of which all the productions 
of the earth were threatened with being taxed at their 
very ſource, I Yay threatened, becauſe it was never 
put in force, nor ever can be, as the Deputy! Heur- 
taut declared to the economiſts, conjuring them not 
to render the Jebtors to the public treaſury” mſobvent. 
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'* See the Monitenr of the 16th March 1798. 
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Didelay united wich bim in demonſtrating that this 


would be to decree the ruin of the great manufadory ' 


of agriculture : To paralyſe,” ſaid he, © this vaſt 
manuf«ctory-of every ſpecies of riches, is to drain at 
their fourtes.the channels that give them life. To 
reduce the labourer to mere neceſſaries, is to ſuſpend 


all the effects of his nee it is to ſtifle all "UM 


ms” 4 f 
How caddy the feſt of theſe prediction * 0 
fulfilled-i is well known. To appreciate, the enormity 
of the contributions which are, nevertheleſs, ſtill ex- 
acteil from the land-owners, we ſhould know the value 
of their net income, than which nothing can be more 


difficult to aſcertain, becauſe all the French writers 
who have treated of this ſubject, confound. what re- 


mains ſor the farmer aſter the reimburſement of his 
expentes, with the net income of the land-owner, 
conſiſting - ol the rent which the landlord would re- 
ceive without farming the land himſelf, Even the 
celebrated Lavoiſier, who was appointed by the Con- 


ſtituent Aſſembly to inveſtigate this ſubject, did not 


divide theſe two diſtin branches of income, and yet 
he aſſerted with confidence, that they did not exceed 


1200 millions when the price of corn is twenty-four 
livres the ſeptier (of five buſhels). He very juſtly, 


however, took the price of corn in France as the ba- 
ſis of his calculations; becauſe in eſtimating the ter- 
ritorial revenue, or whole agricultural income of 
that country, not by the actual rent of the land, but 


by the net profit of the ſarmers, whether they culti- 


vate their own land, or on joint account with the 


63) 

| landlord, it follows that this profit muſt vaty conſi- 
derably according to the increaſe or diminution of the 
market price oſ the crops, In a word, the price. of 
corn is the true meaſure for. valuing this agricultural 
income : an obſervation which it is important con- 
ſtantly to keep in view. = 
The average of the various nee of the 90 
agricultural i income of the kingdom, deduced in- this 
manner, was 1100. millions. This I ſhall adopt, the 
better to follow all the hypotheſes of thoſe. whom I 
ſhall have oceafion to quote, and who. have ſet out 
from this as/an almoſt certain datum. Yet I confeſs 
1 have ſome difficulty in conceiving how the whole 


territorial and agricultural revenue ſhould not exceed 


that ſum in ſo populous and ſo rich an empire as 
France then was. When we reflect on the great ex- 
tent of her vineyards, on whoſe cultivation more at- 
tention was beſtowed than in any other country of 
Europe, and whoſe net produce was generally double of 
that of the befilcorn lands, I am almoſt diſpoſed to think 
that the net revenue of the land-owners, properly ſo 
called, muſt alone have amounted to near 1100 mil - 
lions. This conjecture acquires additional ſtrength, 
if we confider that in conſequence. of the deteſtable 
inſtitution of the m2/ayers or farmers, on joint account 
with their landlords, who take half the produce in 
kind, the bulk of the landholders inſenfibly combined 
to exact from, their eſtates the greateſt poſſible: pro- 
. fits, without - perceiving that it would rather have 
been their intereſt to let them, and thus to leave the 
farmer not merely an equal ſhare: of the groſs pro- 
duce, but an equal portion of the clear profits, as is 


— 


Dn, ( 64 :) | 
practiſetl in England u. Hence I conclude, that the 
French caleulators muſt have committed ſome error, 
when they eſtimated the territorial rental and agrieul- 
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einen neden 
* Tt is a well-known fact, that, all other circumſtances equal, an 
eſtate in France ** roduced ow ra average a crop of a certai * 
zt a much higher rent, and for a ſhorter t than an eſtate in 
oh 4 5 *h = 1 2 the ſame N6ck, aha the fame ex- 
1 of cultivation, and whoſe produce would be of the ſame value. 
The en =, greater with regard to thoſe provinces of 
Franc juſtly called the provinces of ig cultivation (petite culture), 
where: the metayers only received (for their labours, their expenſes, 
and their pros, one half of the raw produce, whereas in England 
"farmers get nearly three fourths. It is there calculated, that the 


Auce being divided into four nearly equal parts, two of theſe pay the 
tithes, the poor-rate, the expenſes, the ſeed, and the wear = tear 
of the farming implements, as well as the intereſt of money, and the 
Mages of the farmer's ſervauts and labourers, The third conſtitutes the 
rent of the landlord, who is Chargeahle with the land-tax, The 
3 2 nat profit of the farmer, out of which he and his family 
Muſt ſuhſiſt, and derive any; augmentation his capital may require. 
is küle, no doubt, is liable to a great number of exceptions, ac- 
cording to local circumſtances, and as more or leſs of the land is in 
paſture. Here however it is ſufficient to prove that it does not apply 
0 France,” fince Mr. Arthur Voung informs us, that ſeven eighths of 
"the land not cultivated by the land- owners themſelves were cultivated 
172 _ who. made _ e advances in cattle, agd yet 
ly rectived one half of tbe groſs produce for their labour and 
their advances. It is aſſerted, that before the revglugion the major 
part of che land- owners began to perceive that this execrable ſyſtem, 
Abſolutely unknown in England, and which has been driven out of 
Scotlangd, was no leſs injurious to the landlord than to the meayers. 
Vnfortunstely, fince the reign of aſſignats it has become ſtill more 
general in France, merely becauſe the landbolders Having been paid 
their rents in a fictitious medium, or not heing paid at all, they. have 
endeavoured to follow the example of the government, by paying 
themſelves with their own. hands in real value, that is, by letting 
- their farnis on this kind of tenure. However, I muſt confeſs that 
Mr. Young appears to have exaggerated the number of them, when 
He ſuppoſes them to conſtitute feyen eighths of the land not en 
bp the proprietors themſelves.” If theſe laſt occupy one third, as he 
ſtates, Lan dtſpbled to believe the remainder to be nearly equally ' 
divided between theſe-metayers and farmers. It is in conſequence of 
ie ſmall number of the latter, and of the hard conditions impoſed 
un them, that I have adopted the ſum of 1 100+ millions as the terri- 
torial rental of France. But I conſider it only as the income of the 
andholders, whether chey cultivated their eſtates themſelves, or by 
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«tural income of the kingdom at only/1000, or 1100, 
+1200 millions: yet even of that ſum it fell ſhort, if 

. we may believe moſt of the parliaments, particularly 
thoſe of Grenoble and Toulouſe, which in 1787 aſ- 
ſerted, in the moſt poſitive manner, that the total 
amount of the taxes being 600 millions, exceeded 
two thirds, and even amounted to three fourihs of the 
whole territorial income. This was reducing it to 890 
millions, which was the old valuation of Forbonnais. 
We ſhould deviate leſs from the truth by adopting 
that of M. de Calonne, which raiſes the net income 
to 1500, or that of General Monteſquiou, who va- 
lued it at 1250, which is about the ſuppoſed net agri- 
cultural revenue of England and Scotland, if we 
take the rent of the landholders at twenty-five mil- 
lions ſterling, and add an equal ſum for the profits of 
the cultivators, whether ran A or mW 
e. 

We ſhall begin by dee that in Great Bri 
tain the ſtate only levies, on the former. of theſe ſpe- 
cies of income, a land-tax of one twelfth, or two 
millions ſterling; and even of this land · tax a conſi- 
derable part is borne by houſes, by the cmoluments 
of public officers, and 105 other ee n | 


bk „ ” 4 4. «- 1 — - *- 4 2 
> IR — * 3 * F* — 


farmers, mEtayers, or vintagers v. However ſmall the te of theſe 
three deſcriptions of hyſbandmen, I think they may be fairly eſtimated 
at 2 or 7 millions; and this, according to my calculations, which 

J confeſs are ſcarcely leſs hypothetical than that which 1 here adopt, 
while I conteſt its accuracy, would raiſe the agricultural incomes of 
the land- owners and farmers” of all deſcyiptions within the E 
Umits of France, to between 23 and 1409 millions,” * f 


« ® This claſs of farmers alſo advance all the Ae of os, 1 Tre 
- ceive half „ E 
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not hitherto mentioned. It is true, that the * | 
lenity has been ſhown in the firſt inſtance to the rent 
of land, the greater the advantage derived by the re- 
venue from articles of conſumption, which have been 
ſubjected to duties infinitely more conſiderable, though 
theſe however appear leſs burdenſome, merely be- 
-* eauſe they bear rather on expenditure tlian on income. 
Few perſons; ſor inſtance, ſuſpect, that under various 
forms, and by means of the exciſe, as well on malt 
liquors: as on diſtillerics, barley alone produces 
to the revenue an annual ſum of nearly three mil- 
lions ſterling. Another fact, which will appear ſtill 
more extraordinary, and which will place in a very 
ſtrong light the advantage of combining indirect 
taxation with a direct tax on land, is, that the King of 
Great Britain levies on the wines of Portugal con- 
ſumed in England and Scotland, a tax which excceds 
the ſum total of the revenues of. the Hate where 
thoſe wines are grown 1, 

-» Purſuing a directly oppoſite line of, condud, and 
"extradting contributions at the very,ſource of tertito- 
rial produce, the Conftituent Aſſembly did not even 
deigu to inquire the number of proprietors of land, 
whoſe ſubfifience the income * were out to tax 
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Red Theſe * amonated. in 1795 to. 122422900, which muſt fir 
exceed the public revenue of the kingdom of Portugal. 

We have every reaſon to believe than the ſum total of .the-contri- 
butions paid by the people of Great Britain, including the tirhes, the 
poor-rates, the expenſes of collecting, and the provincial and local 
taxes, equals, of even ſurpaſſes, the ſuin total of the rental of 
land, houſes, gs foreſts, and mines: a fact which is ſufficient 
to diſconcert the propagators of the ſyſtem of the impit unigue (on 
ad Foun and confi bly to e the 9 of 272 
8 aulogſe, 
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| Wes iprevidutly to ſupply. That affembly thought 
' themſelves ſufficiently powerful to lay upon theſe 
 Pfoprietors' alone, all the burden of a vaſt number 
of other taxes, borne from time immemorial by the 
conſumer, and to which the inhabitants of towns had 
been, by degrees, accuſtomed. All theſe they re- 
pealed, exchanging them for a ſingle tax on land, 
and rejected with diſdain the warning of a deputy 
who obſerved to his colleagues, that heir inexperience 
ſelf obliged them to preſerve the model of the exiſting 
zaxes. ' But they were ſo poiſoned with the phyſiocratic 
| Hſtemp that they loaded the lands with an annual 
tax, which, with the expenſes of collecting, and the 
additional ſous for local expenſes, amounts to omen, 
306 millions. f 

The effects of this meaſure on the public revenue 
are well known, and every one perceives'that their 
ſucceſſors neither know how to abandon this contri- 
bution, nor how to ſupply its place. We ſhall pre- 
ſently ſee, that although, according to the decree; it 
otight not to have exceeded in principal or in addi- 
tional ſous' a fourth of the net income, thoſe "who 
made this decree themſelves acknowledge that it er- 
 ceeds @ third; that in ſeveral places it ix even more than 
* * 7s in. the department of the Lander it 
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* This is the 338 made by Harmand of the Meuſe, wks is 
the leaſt addicted to exaggeration of all the members of the two 
Councils. After complaining of the great exceſs beyond the marin um 
fixed by law, be added Nor is it the majority, but, on the con- 
trary, a very ſmall minority of the contributors (in the proportion 
of two to ſeven), whoſe aſſeſſments are within the limits of the maxi- 
num. The Deputy Rouvelet has lately confirmed this aſſertion 
(666 he roth September 1798), when he declared“ that ſome da- 
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amounts to four ffths; that if implicit, confidence 
is placed in the accounts furniſhed by each depart- 
ment, it would be impoſſible to make it amount to 180 
millions “; and, in ſhort, that all the endeayours 
that have been made to collect it only produce very 
Lender ſums, and that there muſt be ſome e vice 
An the ne ſyſtem r. 
. To diſcover that a l vice ar was far * | 
difficult : it would have been much more importapt 
to have expoſed this vice itſelf to view. It evidently 
confiſiedn the groſs injuſtice of the pretended aſſoſſ- 
ment (cadaſtre), which had been made only as aber 
vjſory meaſure. Ke 
Ihe principle of the. progreſſive * hand 3 
8 proclaimed, and even decreed, at the time,when theſe 
proviſory aſſeſſments were made, all the great pro- 
prietors were overloaded, thereby to relieve the ſmall 
ones. As the number of the latter ĩn France is very con- 
ſiderable, as it had greatly increaſed ſince the ſale of the 
church · lands, and before this new diſtribution occu- 
. pied one third of the whole territory, it follows that 
the more they have reduced their quota the leſs advan- 
tage will the collector ene eren ſo 
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Sat, a third; and ai ace Yah 
of the —_— . only pay a fixth, an eighth, or even a | 


84 ä 23d April 1997, by'the committee ap- 
Eber ae eren len fen of the departments that complained 
being taxed beyond their Go 
4 * yy 


I behold our country villages converted.into o cs 4 | 
Tee poll, with each a garriſon (to enforce the taxes), and — 
orts only produce mconfiderable e — ets, 1 —— 
fame radical vice in the ſyſtem o e N 
eee . 
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that he principally exerciſes his rigour on the contri- 
butor who has already been burdened beyond his abi- 
lity. This is the true radical vice of the new ſyſtem. 
Another vice, no leſs radical than the former, is 
the alteration of the quota from year to year; and 


that thoſe who regulate it inquire not ſo much what 


is the net income of cach contributor, as to what 
faction he belongs. The conſequence is, that the 
pretended affefſment is merely a moving picture; and 
as very intelligent writer has lately obſerved, the pur 
chaſer of am eflate nut rated at ten thouſand livres, has 


no ſeturity that next year-it may not eee nd 


or „ thouſand. ©; 
We ought not, perhaps, ſo much to accuſe the al- 
ternate reactions of different factions of this uncer- 
taimty, as the extravagance of the law which orders 
the aſſeſſors not to regulate the tax by the true rent 
that might be obtained for the land if let to farm: 
bat to calculate the net produce, after deducting all 
expenſes -an expreſſion the moſt ambiguous that 


could have been employed, and which has admira- 


bly ſerved thoſe who have had the art to turn this 
calculation to their advantage, and to confound the” 
ideas of the ignorant municipal officers er 2 1 


this eee eee ee 
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in . one third A nv high ogperpicds | 
eſtate by the net produce, and to pretend to determine and to vary this 
from year to year, ſurel antic an enterpriſe was truly worthy -- 


ſo 
of the French economi 1 a year ago the Deputy Saintho- 
rent accuſed the Conltituent Aſſembly ig adopted erroneous 


7 


(7) f 
lad the aſſeſſments been made with fairneſs and 
intelligence, had they been fixed in an invariable 
manner fora long ſeries of years, and had each eſtate 
been taxed, not in proportion to its pretended net in- 
come, but according to the rent that could be pro- 
cured for it, or without inquiring whether the propri- 
etor was rich or poor, ariſtocrat or democrat, it would 
not have been impoſſible to levy a land- tax of 180 mil- 
lions, although it would have been much wiſer to 
have demanded at firſt. only ſixty, and to have in- 
creaſed it gradually one ſous per livre every five years; 
whereas in the preſent ſtate of affairs it is not within 
the power of man to levy more than a third of the 
300 millions ſo unequally impoſed. Every one will 
ſubſeribe to this opinion when it is known that the 
moſt productive eſtates are ſtill taxed by their net in- 
-come in 1789, without confidering that the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of the ground-rents has annihilated a great 
part of the income of many eſtates,” and without 
confidering that ſince that period the ravages of war, 
the want of cattle adapted to phughing and drawing, 
the deficieney of manure, the diminution of the pro- 
duce, the deterioration of the roads, the high inte- 
reſt of moncy, the ſcarcity of hands, the exceſſive 
price of labour, the impoveriſument of the con- 
ſumers, and laſtly, the fall in the price of proviſions, | 
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Ata und loudly' called for the re#ificatior of the aſſeſſment books * 
„Fhis vaſt, tus fablime ,meaſure,” faid he, will be worthy of a 
place among the at of the republic; it will confer diffinguithed 
. honour on the preſent fitting.” —But the Council, no doubt confider- - 
| ing the ſtep as too va, paſſed to the order of the duy, and the land- 
ta continded to be levied according to the old liſts, of which the 
| grounds are unanimouſly acknowledged to be erroncans. | 
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which has been its unavoidable conſequence, have 
reduced to one half the net income ſpoken of above. 
Of theſe allegations abundant proofs will be nn 
in the reports of the two laſt years. 

I ſhall begin with that 1 
ary 1797 he ſolicited ſome alleviation for the weſtern 
departments I come, ſaid he, “to requeſt that 
we may reſcue from the oppreſſions of the garniſers 
thoſe faithful inhabitants, who, aſter a four years ab- 
ſence from their homes, found them at their return re- 
duced to a heap of ruins... Much has been ſaid of the 
forced loan; this loan; has been paid by them, and 
that in ſpecie, while throughout the reſt of the republic 
it has been paid only in paper. Columns of armed 
men advanced againſt their habitations, | diſtrained 
their cattle, and, if the loan was not immediately 
paid, drove their beaſts to be ſlaughtered at the camp. 
Such have been the proceedings, I do not ſay againſt 
the rebellious or ſubdued diſtricts, but towards thoſe: 
inhabited by known and tried patrio ts. 

A fortnight after. the report here quoted, Goupil- 
— complained of a letter of the miniſler of juſtice, 
prohibiting the inhabitants of La Vendee from reclaim- 
ing any part of their loſſes. Aud ſince all their 
implements of Ineſbangry,” ſaid this deputy, “are de- 
Aroyed, how is it poſſible they ſhould, labour This aſ- 
ſertion of Goupilleau is the more worthy of credit, as 
he had recently been travelling over the country be- 
tween the Loire and the ocean. All their houſes,” 
continued he, © are deftroyed ; every thing is ruined ; 
and the N reduced to liitle more than 1h 

F 4 | 3 
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preciſely the ſane tax upon ther as if they had 1 
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cat only unite im preſenting the republic with a heap 
In the fame- fitting Luminais deplored '** the 
atrocious and gigantic ſyſtem which had thus been 
gonccived, arranged,” and executed; of deftroying 


throughout a ſpace of 4 or 500 ſquare leagues every 
thing which human induſtry had produced, and an- 


nihilating the human race there without diſtinction 
of innocent or guilty. To accompliſh this object, 
which they have almoſt effected, it was neceſſary to 
commit thoſe unheard- of crimes which will make ſu- 
ture generations ſhudder with horror Had no pil- 


lage been committed! but that of the ſoldiers, the 


country would not have been ruined ;- but a cloud of 
voracious locuſts followed them under the name of 
civil ommiſſaries, military commiſſaries, purveyors, 
fore · kevpers, victuallers. Theſe ſeized the rich prey, 
and ſhared it among themſelves in the name of the 
republic, to Whom they afſigtred by far the ſmalleſt 
portion. I eftimate ut more than a milliard (about forty 
millions ſterling ) Ne dumages arifing from the pillage 
of the moveable effects, from the burning of houſes, 
the los of crops, the deſertion of lands and manu- 
factures, the cutting down woods, and the carrying off 
cattle in the inſurgent departments beyond the Loire“. 


* 
eee >” 
th 


— — TE -» 


No regard however was then paid to this too faithful picture of 
the damages they had ſuſtained ; and the committee of finances lajd 
, 


nor burnt, nor defjepulated; nor deſerted, Nor was it till they 


overed, 
f making them 


by experience, the abſolute impoſſibility y taxes, 


for the payment of which no means exiſted, that they felt the pro- 

a granting them a diſcharge. Dubois, the reporter from the 
ouncil of Ancients, ſaid, * t the inhabitants were very labo- 

rious and very induſtrious; but thatin the parts moſt ravaged they 
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This relates only to the four rebellious departments 
of Maine et Loire, La Loire inftrieure, La Vendeey 
and Les deux Sevres; a country which it was the 
more eſſential to preſerve, as it was formerly one of 
the moſt agricultural parts of France, But theſe are 
not the only departments which the revolution has 
rained. Let the reader enntemplate the following 
ftatement of the general diſtreſs of all the departments 
given by Duprat two days after: Remember, 
ſaid he, that it was in 1791 that the land- tax was 
fixed at 240 millions, and confider what has happened 
ſince that period. Notwithſtanding the depreciation 
of paper, notwithſtanding the facility of making pay- 
ments, there are ſtill many perſons in arrear; there are 
departments where the contributions for the years ir. 117. 
and rv. have not yet been paid. If ſuch was the fact at a 
period when agriculture was in a flouriſhing ftate, and 
commerce not entirely annihilated, what can be their 
preſent condition, when we have no commerce, when 
the foil is every where calling out for the hands that 


have been taken from it, when” part of the lands are 


not cultivated at all, while the remainder only receive 
half the manure and plonghing they require, and when 
in general they yield oxz TRR D 4% produce than in 
17917 Tt is evident that it will be impaſible to raiſe 
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ſtill continued to dwell among heaps of ruins and of rubbiſh. Citizens 
repreſentatives,” added he, * the wounds of La Vendée are by no. 
means radically cured, nor all its loſſes They believed. 
him on his word, and granted under the name of a relief (ddertve- 
ment), a ſum of three millions on the contributions of the year vr. 
They alſo releaſed theſe four departments from a debt of neatly the 
fame amount for the arrears of the year v. This decree was made 
on the 16th May 1798. SN Ar 
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_ _- nd en ſhould it be attempted to increaſe e 
yond the bounds of moderation. 

It does not very clearly appear whether, in dots 
a diminution of one third in the produce of land, the 
reporter meant the groſs produce, or its value when 
converted- into money: but it is natural to ſuppoſe 
that he combined the impoveriſhment of agriculture, 
which, through want of manure and ploughing, ex- 
tracts leſs ſrom the earth, with the impoveriſhment of 
the conſumer, who can no longer afford to pay the 
ſame price for proviſions. This laſt muſt, however, 
be the principal cauſe; ſince it is certain that ſor theſe 
two years the French have been able to ſupply them-, 
felves with proviſions without importing any from 
abroad, which would have been utterly impoſſible if 
they had produced one third les than at a time when 
they did not ſupply their own conſumption. It is no 
leſs true that the general maſs of their crops has al- 
ready decreaſed; for Dupont, who was reproached 
with this diminution as one of the deplorable conſe- 
quences of the land-tax, and who never omits to ex- 
tenuate its effects, has not ventured wholly to deny 

Our crops, ſaid he, on the iſt September 1797, 
are not conſiderably diminiſied; and then he proceeded 
to accuſe he ſeries of accidental misfortunes en : 
H the republic, &c. as their cauſe. 

In calculating the amount of, this diminution, we | 
muſt remember, firſt, That the old population of 
France having been diminiſhed by at leaſt one 
eighth; the crops might decreaſe" in the ſame pro- 
portion, without any ſcarcity being perceived: ad, 


Ef That the republic being in _— of the gra- 
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nary of the Low Countries, and of all the leſt 


bank of the Rhine, a country almoſt equally fertile, 
though not ſo well cultivated as that of Belgium, 
all the ſurplus of the territorial produce of theſe pro- 
vinces, which is very conſiderable, has been received 
by the republic, where it has amply ſupplied the defi- 


cit : za, That no more flour has been exported to 


the colonies, where a quantity, amounting to ſeveral 
millions of livres, was formerly annually ſent : 4th, 
That more than one half of the armies have ſubſiſted 
at the expenſe of Germany and Italy: 5th, and laſt- 
ly, That, owing to the favourableneſs of the ſeaſons, 


the two laſt years have been remarkably fertile in 


corn. By combining all theſe circumſtances, it is vety 


eaſy to diſcover how France, while experiencing a 
conſiderable deficit in the maſs of her produce, has 


been able to compenſate it without having recourſe to 


foreign countries, or even why ſhe might now be able 
to export ſome little corn, ade her n had 


Jenſibly diminiſhed. 


Duprat reſted this diminution on a fact which. no 
one attempted to conteſt, and which throws new light 


on the extravagant baſis adopted for the aſſeſſment of 
the land-tax. In the department of the Landes,” 


ſaid he, more than 400 landholders have brought 
appeals and ſolicited for abatements before tlie central 


adminiſtration; and to prove the juſtice of their 
claims, which was agreed to by the municipal admi- 
niſtrators, offered to abandon the whole of their in- 


come to the republic, if they could bg ſuffered to en- 
jay a ſhare equal to the amount of the tax; in other - 
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| words; in lien of being taxed one ffil of their in- 
come; more than four fifths were exacted.“ 

This alſo is one of thoſe allegations which will, at 
firſt ſight, ſeem an unfounded exaggeration ; and 
perhaps it would have appeared ſo to the author of 
this work, had he not ſeen it confirmed a year after 
in the anſwer: given to a queſtion by an anonymous 
banker, who inquired why the farmers can no longer 
pay either their rent or their land tax. The reafon 


aſſigned was, that in lieu of a fifth or a fourth, the lat- 


ter aſten alſorbs four fifths of their net income v. Such 

have been the reſults of the great and luminous con- 

ception of proviſorily regiftering. all the lands of the 
republic, and taxing the departments in a ratio com- 
pounded of their population and extent, without re- 
gard to their barrenneſs or fertility. — 1 

Nor ought it to be ſuppoſed that the crying injuſtice! 

of this republican aſſeſſment is entirely to be attri- 

buted to the party ſpirit, or the alternate revenge of 
the different aſſeſſors, ſometimes againſt a particular 
commune, and ſometimes againſt a particular indivi- 
dual. Long before the economiſts began to write, 
Colbert had, like them, formed an idea of a general 
ſurvey of the whole kingdom, and purſued it with 
ſo much ardour, that he had the glory of completing. 
it in ſome provinces. What is very remarkable, the 
, commitfioners of the Grand Monarque proceeded pre- 
cifely-in the ſame manner as thoſe of the Great Nation, 
with this ſingle e ee _ ond tax on — 
— ICICI * 


See the eleven queſtions dated in L' Ami des Loix, —— with - 
the anſwers. To both thele I ſhall ſometimes have occafion to refer, 
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eſtates, in lieu of only amounting to four fifths of the 
net produce, exceeded the whole; and the proprie- 
tors not being able to offer his Majeſty to exchange 
the. revenue he intended to leave them for that he 


took away, entirely abandoned their eſtates to the 


king. Colbert, however, to fruſtrate this attempt, 
publiſhed an edict, forbidding them to abandon their 


eſtates, unleſs they at the ſame time renounced all 


their other property. This fact deſerves mention, ta 
ſhow that the tax on the net produce, and the terri- 
torial cadaftre (or cenſus), are a kind of experiment 
which the financiers of France renew, like that of 
their paper circulation, about once in a century. It is 
true that Colbert, before he had time to complete his 
project, perceived that whole pariſhes had ceaſed to 
be cultivated, and therefore he immediately granted 
them extraordinary bounties to induce them to reſume 


their cultivation. This miniſter, however, only cruſhed 


_ agriculture to encourage and advance commerce; 
but we have yet to learn where the Colberts of repub- 
lican France, who have deſtroyed her commerce, will 


now find reſources from whence to grant the bounties 


indiſpenſably neceſſary to the reſtoration of agricul- 
1 know that, from the impoſſibility of finding the 
money required, they have granted d&grevemens to ſe- 


veral places, of which little bas been ſaid, left others 
ſhould avail themſelves of it to aſk for fimilar relief. 


In ſhort, all the departments ſolicit a reduction of 


one half, and are not in a condition to pay the re- 


mainder with which they agree to be chargeable.” It 
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( 78.) 
is long fince the committee of finances, of which 
Gibert was chairman, had prepared the public 


mind for ſome confiderable reduction; for, in the 


report of the 4th June 1797, they declared, they 
were not ignorant, that the ſcarcity of ſpecie, the 
high rate of intereſt, the ſtagnation of commerce 
and manuſactures, the high” price of labour, and the 
want of horſes, had rendered the collecting direct 
contributions more i me for the proſent, if not 
for ſeveral years to come.” \ 
Oft this report Gibert was afterwards accufed as of 
a* crime; but on this point, at leaſt, his perſecutors 
were obliged, like him, to confeſs the truth ; for, ſix 
days previous to the 18th Fructidor, Fabre, who ſuſ- 
fered no opportunity to eſcape of accuſing Gibert's 
party of maliciouſly refuſing the neceſſary taxes, 
agreed with bim, that © the taxable produce had 
ſenſibly diminiſhed by the exceſſive riſe in Als price of 
labour, and the devaſtations of the war.” 
All theſe preſentiments have been fully — 
whether by the enormity of the deficit, of which I 
ſhall give the amount hereafter, or by the report of 
La Brouſte, a deputy ſrom the Gironde, on the ſtate 
of that department, which is as fertile as the Landes 
are batren; and which, however. has not been ra- 
vaged either by civil war or foreign hoftilitics. He 
afferted on the ziſt December 1797, and without 
5 being contradicted” by any one, that“ more than 
46,000 executions (contraintes) had been decreed; and 
that the unfortunate farmers daily bcheld their goods 
and ſtock carried away to the market-place, where, 
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- for want of purchaſers, they were ſold for a mere 
trifle, and without heang at all productive to the 
public treaſury.” 


If we take this a ground of calculation for the 
number of executions decreed in the other depart- 


ments, we - muſt conclude, that near four millions of 
perſons are in arrears, againſt whom ſimilar rigours 
are exerciſed ; but this conclufion would evidently 
be exaggerated, becauſe La Brouſte ſpoke of a coun- 
try of vineyards, where the crops have ſuffered con- 
ſiderably during the two laſt years. Yet to whatever 
number the executions are reduced, it is certain, they 
oblige the treaſury to keep in their employ an army 
of agents to proſecute the inſolvent cultivator, and to 
drag his effetts to ſale. Theſe agents are called garni- 
ſons, or garmſers ; they quarter at diſcretion upon the 
perſon in ærrear, who is obliged to furniſh them with 
lodging and ſubſiſtence, and pay them twenty ſous 


per day: Thus do they live at his expenſe, till 


he 'is. abſolutely unable to pay their ſtipend, or fur- 

niſh them with ſubſiſtence ; and-this becomes a ſuffi- 

cient authority for their taking away the furniture of 
the cottage, and leaving it entirely empty. 

Theſe garniſers, or garniſons, have given three great 

| blows to the agriculture of France: 1. By the increaſe 

of thoſe expenſes which are a total loſs to the far- 


mers, and the anxiety to which they expoſe them. 
2. By the fall in the price of articles which they are 


obliged to ſell at any price, to eſcape from this ſwarm of 


_extortioners ; for, as Lauſſat has very juſtly obſerved, 


ee whether the market is favourable or not, whether 


'the intereſt demanded for money be legal or not, 
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money muſt be procured *.,; , otherwiſe, a garnytr 
comes to divide the peaſant's loaf of bread, and rob 
his family of their money and their bed.) 3. By 
the vaſt number of theſe very men who have quitted 
the farming life to make war on thoſe who devote 
themſelves to it. It is unneceſſary, to add, that they 
have alſo adopted a mode of lite more favourable than 
The exactions now practiſed by this fiſcal army 
muſt ſurely be very cruel in their effects, ſince they 
forced tlie following lamentations from Tallien him- 
ſelf on the 6th. March 1798: It is time to open 
our eyes to the enormous ſurcharges ſuffered by the 
Jandbolders, and eſpecially to the manſftrous eftablif- 
mam of tlie garniſers, that impolitic as well as immoral 
ſyſtem, which the extremity of the evil perhaps 
rendered necgſſary, but which eontributes to augment 
the evil itſelf; that ſyſtem which becomes a cauſe of 
the immorality of a gieat body af citizens, called 
garwſers, and encourages idleneſs and licentiouſneſs; 
hat ſyſtem ſrom which may reſult the neglect of 
every duty, of every feeling of humanity in its agents, 
of whoſe conduct complaints reſound from every 
part, becauſe every part is inſeſted with their idlenchs, 
fttheir uſeleſſneſs, and their vices ; / that ſyſtem, in 
mort, which, by augmenting the farmes's del, ren- 
ders him daily leſs able to diſcharge it.“ Ro 
This truly monfrous inſtitutian of benehen exiſted 
amide the old cn aer , ner, 
— nn aan e hi ad. 


> # Rouſſeau. EAT that it is ſometimes the enormity. of the 


tax. that k rticle at a | 
5 will be-heteaſter apparen a low. price: Ae pf this 
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rarely ſent but to the diſtricts in arrears, and the 
ſeizures were not made till after conſiderable delays. - 
It was not till towards the year 1796 that the founders 
of the republic perfected the fiſcal ſcience, by letting 

looſe theſe officers, like birds of prey, on every far- 
mer who ſhould plead his inability to pay the land- 
tax, not merely at the term preſcribed, but in ad- 
dance *. It is alſo fince that period, that the moſt 
enlightened deputies have been inceſſantly repreſent- 
ing their increaſing miſery and the rapid decay of 

' agriculture, They had enumerated the incontrovertible 
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While the author was publiſhing this work in London, the 
Committee of Finance at Paris, on the 28th Jan 1799, were 
1 their report by their chairman, Males, wherein this ſubject 
is in a very ſtriki int of view. He began by ſtating, 
eV the land will, i in — ent year, be called upon v0 — about 
300 millions for the land-tax only; and he adds, This tax cofts 
ten-millions in ſalaries to the collectors, beſides the fixed. ſalaries and 
poundage _ to the ninety - eight receivers and their agents; and 
which is ſt incalculable, the enormous amount of the executions, 
ſeizures, and ſales of furniture, enforced by the garniſers and all the 

\ innumerable and unperceived vexations that uſually attend them.“ 

| The towns have not eſcaped better than the country; for, to ac- 
celerate the receipts. of the poll - tax, the ſumptuary, and the mobi- 
liary, or chattel tax, the Treaſury has ſet on foot, for Paris alone, a 
legion of 200 garniſers, at half a crown per day when unemployed, 
which, for that yery reaſon, very rarely happens. Who can read 
without grief and indignation the laſt report of the Deputy Laporte 
on this ſubject on the 1oth September 1998? „It is in vain that at 
Paris 200 garniſers are maintained, in ruinous activity, at three livres 
per fas: beſides twelve 2 of executions, and four bailiffs, 
with their followers. Too often their intervention ends in the 
ruin of the perſons taxed, or in merely paying the ſalaries of this 
army of bloodſuckers, without produeing any advantage to the 

ublic treaſury, An exorbitant aſſeſſment of from 6000 to 10,000 

ivres has often introduced the bailiff and his attendants into a 
houſe, where he has found only an old crazy truckle-bed in lieu of 
the rich furniture and brilliant luxury which reigned there in the 
year v. More intimately acquainted than any of my colleagues 
with the aſſeſſed in the department of the Seine, owing to my long- 
continued connexions with them, it is for me frankly and honeſtly ts 


declare their di/fre/5 and their re/ources,” 
6G 
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ptoofs of theſe facts in ſome of the firft reports here 
cited ; when M. de Calonne took up the pen in 
London, towards the middle of the year 1797, to 
refute them, declaring that it is certain, that the cul- 
tivators, who before were too poor, have now enriched 
themſelves, and that agriculture has advanced. | 
I Þ carmot believe that writer has ſuffered himſelf 
to be deceived, by the pompous orders for the FH 
of agriculture then celebrating in France . I am 


pr” * 


_ 9 PL | 4 . 


+ * ,Thefollowing is the firſt order on this fubjet :—* Conſidering 
that agriculture is the firſt of the arts, that it is the firſt and inex- 
hauſtible ſource of public proſperity and national riches, &c. orders: 
„Art. IX. The huſbandmen ſhall mingle with the armed citizens, 
and, at a fignal to be given, ſhall inſtantaneouſly exchange their im- 
plements of q + xv" for muſkets.” . 
Wu this Chineſe mimicry they amuſed the country people, at 
the very time when they were x poſer; put 
them. The order does not tate what poſt of honour the latter are 
to occupy at this feſtival ; but on recommending to the adminiſtra- 
tions of — — 9 — to celebrate it this year, the miniſter of the 
mterior reminded them, that on the 10th Meſſidor the beneficent im- 
plements of huſbandry are to be covered with s, and held up to 
eblic veneration.. He invited them, among other things, to eulogize 
name, before the aſſembly of the e, thoſe diſtricts where 
the greateſt za/e is diſplayed in the forms of houſes, and the greateſt 
eee 
It is not very intelligible, w 1 | 
Preſident of ——— not officiate in — nor under what 
he diſdains to imitate the Emperor of China, in himſelf 
ding the goſden plough, which, at Paris, cuts a furrow round the 
altar of Liberty and Patriotifm. The Directory have always left 
this office for the adminiſtrators of the department of the Seine, and 
the general of the Fariſian guard, who have this year given it at 
once a Chineſe, a Phrygian, and a Gauliſn character. & Moni- 
teur of the 2d Ful 2798, No. 284, ſays, The oriflamb of /iberty 
waved over a ſheaf of corn; that a temple of verdure was raiſed to 
Cybele in the middle of the grand opening in the Elyſian Fields; that 
the car of Bacchrs was drawn by fix oxen, whoſe horns and hoofs 
were pilzed; that the car decorated with fruits and vine-branehes 
ADDED" TO THE FLLUSION ; and that this ſhow preſented to the 
imagination thoſe ancient feſtivals which the fertile Phrygia ecle- _ 
| Fog in honour of the goddeſs of Larveſts at the foot of Mount 
57 6 


(8 ) 
rather inclined to believe, that he was induced to 
hazard this aſſertion by a confuſed recollection of 


? —— 


But nnfortunately this oriflamb, this wheat/teaf, this temple of- 
Cybele, this car of acchus, and the fix oxen with gilded hoofs, how 
ever faſcinating they might be, did not inflame the ination of the 
Parifians. This appears from a work of a German doctor, named 
Meyer, who was affected even to tears at ſo claſſical an exhibition: 
though he highly panegyrizes the Di for the ingenious idea of 
thus reviving the Phrygian feſtival, he is no leſs afflicted at the 
ſtapid inſenſibility with which it is attended by the people-king ; he 
felt a great depreſſion at ſeeing ſo few well-dre//ed ſpectators; he 
even complains of not having met ſo great a crowd at this feſtival as 
at the others, and of having heard it ſaid in certain companies, that 
they recur too often to go even to the window to look at them. | 

| Tue indifference of the French ſeems ſo rooted, that the project 
of making them a 133 truly antique will, perhaps, at laſt be 
abandoned as a hopeleſs enterpriſe. Their leaders have, however, 
lately hazarded a new attempt, by diſplaying before them the monu- 
ments of ancient Greece, which have been brought from Rome to 
Paris; and by ſeizing this happy occaſion to induce them to make a 
kind of agricultural inſtitute, the 2 7 of which they 
have preſented to them under the form of i/criptions. Of this the 
wing are examples: 10 | 7 
_ Where laurels grow the arts Hall Bleſs the land. 
AMI-bounteans Ceres on our trophies ſmiles, 
To Ceres ftill be honour paid by man, 
Since from the plough the patriot firfl began. | 

The country people, to whom they endeavoured to afford a. repe: 
tition of all the kj Gagan nn ſtill orgs os 
ence than t 0 capital; eneracy o public 
ſpirit, which cauſed ſuch deep regret to the good German writer, 
has at h excited the indignation of one of the new deputies, who, 
on the 7t July, mounted the tribune, and thus expreſſed himſelf : 
It is highly important to ſtop the retrogradation ob the public 
— And you, my colleagues, who like me have lately arrived 
rom the departments, aſſiſt my feeble voice, and declare what you 
have obſerved. Is it not a fact, that the civic ceremonies have been 
deſerted, while the feſtivals of pagani/m are celebrated with an oſten- 
tatious pomp? The public opinion, which has been corrupted, 
muſt be corrected. Brilliant even to glory abroad, we bear the 
germ of our deſtruction in our doſoms. Let us create public ſpirit, 

and the ſeverity of the laws will be no longer neceſſary ; above all, 
lat us have no pueride timidity; let us no longer compound with 
thoſe , prejudices which have almoſt ſtifled the republic in its ver 
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what had been, ſaid of the opulence of the farmers. 
during the firſt years of the revolution. And, in fact, 


— 
— * 


Let it vot be ſuppoſed, that the temple of Cybele, or the car of 
Bacchus, were tlie Hesel, of pageni/m this deputy meant to de- 
nounce, No; he alluded to ihe obſtinacy with which the country 
people devote Sunday to divine worſhip, Misfortune always renders 
men religious, and as that is their only refuge in adverſity, -it is not 
2 that the innumerable victims of the revolution crowd 
more and more to the churches, jointly to implore, at the foot of 
the altar, that God who can reward virtue in diſtreſs, and puniſh 
triumphant vice. * 
Such is the laſt conſolation which tlie tyrants of that nation are 
now endeavouring to wreſt from the people; for, ten days after this 
deputy had exhorted them u longer to compound with prejudice, one of 
his aſſociates declared, that the ſureſt means of breaking the habit 
of believers keeping Sunday, were to ſhut up the churches, 
and to permit them to be opened only on the dẽcadi.— This yo 
have the . to do,“ ſaid he; and thus it is that I argue, The 
republic does not pay any religion. Now to ſay it does not pay, is 
the fame as to fay it does not protect any in a particular manner. 
But you do protect one religion in a A el manner, ſince you 
have granted the uſe of churches. aving granted churches for 
divine worſhip, you may regulate their uſe, and fay to thoſe who 


are thus permitted to frequent them, You fall be admitted only on ſuck 
a day. I formally demand, that the public exerciſe of any worſhip 
whatever be permitted only on decadi.” Way N 


This demand has hitherto been taken ad referendum: nor muſt we 
be ſurpriſed that Chriſtians ſhould” experience this treatment from 
the ſect of hommes /ans Dieu, or atheiſts, who perfiſt in aſſerting, 
that the artillery of reaſon is alone ſufficient to deſtroy the great and 
Fatal error of believing the exiſtence of a Supreme Being. Perhaps 
they have repreſented to the leaders of their ſect, that preachin 
atheiſm will procure them more proſelytes than violent decrees; and 
that the dragooning practiſed by Lewis XIV. was ſo much the more 
fatal to the cauſe, as it drove the Proteſtants into the foreſts of the 
8 where they worſhipped God with more fervour- than 

Qre.. fs L 444) ety nyt «> a F 7 Is ; | 2 bn! 

At length the miniſter of the interior has yielded to this advice,. 

eſpecially ſince his connmiſſaries in the provinces are daily writing, 
that the proceſſions are celebrating with efentatious pomp; and 
that the bulk of the people are growing more and more attached 
to the idea of a Supreme Being. In conſequence, Frangois de 
Neufchateau has recently ord them to change their tone, and 
has addreſſed them à circular letter, wherein he points out the means 
of taking advantage of this revival of religion to reconcile the 
Chriſtians to the regicide government,” and to ſhow them that the 
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it is very true, that after paying their rent and taxes 
in paper, which at firſt coſt them but little, and 
afterwards ſcarcely- any thing, a great number of 
that claſs began to experience a degree of eaſe in 
their circumſtances till then unknown. This deluftve 
and tranfient aMfluence deceived Reederer ſo much, 
that he aſſerted, two years ſince, that agriculture had 
never been ſo likely to flouriſh, Let our minds be 
at reſt,” he wrote, © on' this point; the manuſacto- 
ries are languiſhing ; the manufactories want capitals, 
but agriculture has never had ſo much at its diſpoſal. 
The rum of the landholder has, in fact, become an 
immenſe zounTyY to the farmer. By Wa of this 
the earth has, for more than four years, been enriched 
with more capital than any nation, or any power, has 
been able, at any time, to devote to agriculture. 
Befides the buried capitals which peace will again 
bring ts light, it will cauſe ſtill more to flow in from 
foreign countries. Never were ſo many repurrs neceſſary 
40 nn nor was there fo much profit to bs made 
by producing. The following paſſage of the ſame” 
writer will explain the meaning of this ſentence 7 © 
« There is no proprietor of a houſe but has PI : 
windows, roofs, and walls, to be repaired after au 
interval of three years, during which bis income 
being Sen to ke him N r {Ree ; 


A. A 4 _ — 


enen is the' . ee that” goterns the —_ 
He expreſsly charges his commiſſaries to © repreſent Providence lim 
cif overturning the towers of the Baſtille, and then bringin | 
the fugitive tyrant from the frontiers to the cold, to Spb MW | 


innumerable crimes.” He adds, * the text of my letter may cafily 


be developed.” — Abominable affociation of — Narr ſ N 
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him to attend to the repair of. lis Adige, and con- 
demned him to ſuffer them to periſi, or to wb 
41n/elf. with hunger and with cold.“ | 

It is true, this yvriter infiſted that the decay of pro- 
perty, and the ruin of the proprietors, had in fact 
operated as : an immen/e bounty to the farmers. But 
beſides that this robbery by the farmers, which he has 
decorated with the name of bounty, has added much 
leſs to their riches than it has deducted from their 
morality, Rœderer forgot that the nation ſpeedily re- 
demanded this bounty; and that the farmers paid for 
it very, dearly,,by. the double ſcourge of the maxi- 
mum and of requiſitions. Boiſſy d'Anglas has, in a 
- Þngle ſentence, deſcribed, the perſecutions to which 
— theſe enriched farmers were expoſed. Ii was the claſs, 
dad he, that gave us foed, that the reign of terror chiefly 
oppreſſed. In the Monitcur of the 29th Auguſt x797, 
. are.a-feries of facts till then Anknown, and which ſhow | 
the means employed to pillage the yeomanry who were 
in eaſy circumſtances, by accuſing them of arifoeracy, 
and by raiſing an outcry againff eng roſſero. * And who 
ere theſe arifocrats of the country that were thus per- 
ſecutod? ” aid Harmand; ( they were the ſupporters 
of the fate, the peaceful farmers who enjoyed a ſmall 
competenee! Such were the men whom ſubordinate 
tyrants placed between pillage and deſtruction. Your 
"A or. your life, reſounded from all the revolutionary. 
, echoes diſperſed, over the whole ſurſace of the -repub- 
aol and particularly in the departments of the Upper 
and Lower Rhine.” The ſame deputy produced a 
letter from a perſon named Schneider to the commiſ- 
faries of the revolutionary army at Straſburg, cone 


CV. 
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taining expreſs orders o levy Joans of ten Thouſand lore res 
on every rich couniryman. 
Let us not forget, that thoſe rich countrymen who 
in the other provinces ſucceeded in faving the fruits 
of the robberies they praiſed on their landlords, 
made uſe of the plunder to purchaſe property which 
the nation had alſo procured by robbery, Now, as 
the Directory has inceſſantly complained that theſe 
purchaſers are every where marked out for the pomard, 
as it is very certain that a great number of them have 
been maſſacred, eſpecially in the ſouth of France, 
and as Savary aſſures us, that their ſurvivors'are 
diſturbed by the moſt cruel anxiety, we may be allowed 
to doubt whether their bounty has been really pro- 
ductive to agriculture, and whether, if theſe uſurpers 
had the means, they would have the inclination, ot 
the imprudence, to riſk AE rt on property of 
| fo precarious a tenure, | 
I know that Saint-Aubin has infiſted, that the Ge, 
or rather the diviſion, of theſe confiſcated lands; 


has produced the immenſe adyantage of augmenting 
the muntber of landholding farmers, And this is the 


grand argument of thoſe who proclaim the regene- 
ration of agriculture in France. At this part of the 
5 ſubjecd I have long been anxious to arrive. 
I be celebrated Mr. Arthur Young has, without 
doubt, confidered this ſubject with more comparative 
knowledge than any other writer. If we contemplate 
the picture he has drawn of France, we ſhall per- 
ceive that the dircumſtance which, in his opinion, 
moſt arreſted the progreſs of agriculture in that 
country, was preciſely the too great number * ſmall 
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Jandholding. farmers; and whoever/is well acquainted 
with their national character, will eaſily gueſs. the 
reaſon. No ſooner had a farmer, or a tradeſman, 
acquired a ſmall property, than he purchaſed a little 
eſtate, from the ſame N Which induced mer- 
chants to renounce commerce, and purchaſe the place 
of ſecretary to the king, as ſoon. as they had amaſſed 
a. fortune of . 100,000 crowns. We ſhall prefently 
PRONE the. conſequences. ; | 
If there is any maxim. of * 0 the truth * bs 
pk apparent by the, flouriſhing condition of the 
agriculture of England, and by thoſe of their writers 
who have acquired a reputation in this ſcience, it is 
this—that the manufacture. of: the fruits of the earth, 
like; all other operations, requires, to be,performed in 
| Hint to be productive of real ſucceſs # ; that ig, 
40 obtain a, morę conſiderable quantity of produog 
with an equal ſhare of labour and attention. 
„But to..cultivate.land in- the great, it is neceſſary 
thoſe w ho undextake it ſhould have a ſufficient capital 
toftock it, particularly with cattle; and to this object 
the Aber ſhould APP'Y all the money he can com- 
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* witzerand may, perba be cited as an exam of a | 
wer agriculture has ouriſhed, though land is rl divided. 22 
ry ſmall portions. But this is an exception to the general rule, 
he. the yalleys of the Alps not ſufficing for the conſu 
oß the inhabitants, they are obliged to ſupply the decency by 
Bort r o gardenin x ing is fo — — the bal. 
vifon of lan ,pro r eſides, in eve uring count the 
inhabitants are ob «7 & wy pov nad with ig Sher OCs 
cupation far the w — ence, in Switzer ev | 
tagef carries on a ill e of ſpinning or weaving. Tal, 
the ee '6f moſt of the thirteen cantons, natu- 
rally leg to As e of property, While the extreme lightneſs of 
the taxes mad e the 2 anne of Ls avition many 


diſappeaſe *! * N 
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(-39') 
mand. - But how can this be done, if the vanity 
of purchaſing: land abſorb the greater part of his 
funds, and if he be defirons to be at once a m 
lord and a farmer? | | 

This is ſufficient to prove, that! in a country like 
France, here the price of land was about thirty 
years purchaſe, the moſt advantageous difiribution of 
the various capitals would be that which'ſhould in- 
duce the rich to lay out their money in land, although 
it ſhould produce but three per cent. and to let it to 
farmers who will employ their whole property in agri- 
culture, where they may gain deln, ten twelve, and 
even fiſteen per ceut. | 

This diſtribution, as is eafily ae bas the 
great advantage of correcting the inequality of for- 
tunes and capitals by that of theit relative produce. 


Another no leſs important benefit, is the facility it 


procures of dividing farms in the manner moſt adapted 


to render them truly productive, - that is, ſo as con- 
ſtantly to employ as well the labour of the family eſta- 


bliſhed upon it, as the cattle and implements appro- 
priated to huſbandry. Every farm which is not 
large enough. continually ta employ the team neceſ- 


ſary for a plough or a waggon, evidently ſubjeQs the . 
farmer to unprofitable expenſes, which are ſtill. more 
ruinous to him if he is too poor, to bear the ſmalleſt 
Joſs. Such are the conſiderations that have led fome 
Engliſh writers to deem a farm of 100 acres too 
ſmall; and many of them point ont thoſe of 250 or 
god acres as the moſt favourable to the full developes 
went of induſtry, the ecbnomy of time, and the 
multiplication of produce. I ought to ſtate, that aa 
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this point different opinions prevail as to the extent, 
according to the fertility of the ground and other 
local circumſtances. But no maxim is more generally 
adopted in England, than that the ſmalleſt farms 
vught to be large enough completely to employ a 
Plough; which implies, that they muſt at leaſt con- 


tain 100 or 120 acres. Such, however, is the opt- 


nion' of all enlightened men, both thoſe verſed in 
theoretical and thoſe who are employed in practical 
agriculture.” The latter would confider any farmer 
as a madman, who, having a fortune of 1000. ſterling, 


mould lay it out in purchaſing an eſtate of about 
fifty acres, and of which the rent were only 301. or 350. 


Every farmer who poſſeſſes ſome capital, if he has 
but common ſenſe, endeavours to make it produce 
ten or twelve per cent. by agriculture. Even if he 
Fould but gain half as much, he perceives the advan- 
ta that mode of employing his money, and 
conten 


himſelf with being a farmer, to the great 


benefit of the land-owners, who thus find tenants 


for their eſtates who can advance the expenſes neceſ- 
ſary for their cultivation, 
In France the contrary was the caſe. Mr. Young 


| "Ui us, that one third of the lands were gecupied 
and cultivated by a, claſs of proprietors who were 


impoveriſhed by the purchaſe of land, and who nei- 


ther poſſeſſed enough of it to employ all the in- 
duſtry of their family, nor enough money to improve 
their eſtate, however limited its extent. The ſame 
-- writer" adds, that this clafs of ftraitened proprietors 
being one of the moſt numerous, the greater part of 


theſe eſtates, though already too ſmall, were conti- 


( 97 ) 
tally diminiſhing by diviſion among heirs ; and at 
length offered but a preearious ſubſiſtence to a raco 
of men- who were the more miſerable, becauſe gene- 
rally too. idle or too proud to beſtow their labour 
upon the property of another, 

It is faid, that the preſent governors of France are 
procuring. a tranſlation to be made of the works of 
this author. Moſt aſſuredly, had they read them 
with attention, they would have derived more benefit 
from the valuable advice he has given France to re- 
generate her agriculture, by putting a ſtop, coſt what 
it may, to this increaſing evil of the ſubdiviſion of 
ſmall eſtates. At every mile he travelled in France 
he found ſome additional motive for deploring its 
effects, to which he is conſtantly recurring in his 
work ; and the only advice he gives to the governors 
of that empire is, not to enact any law for the pro- 
tection of agriculture, except one that may put a 
ſtop to this infinite ſubdiviſion. We may even view 
this uſeful advice as the faminary of all his obſerva« 
tions . 
Iet us now ſee how theſs'admivers of lis works 

have benefited by his inſtructions. They began by 
ſeizing one third of the lands of France, and theſe 
were not the eſtates laid out in ſmall farms, but thoſs 
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In all, the modes af 0 occupying lands, own N 
ſmallneſs of farms, A moſt miſerable population has been created 
by them, which ought to have had no exiſtence. Small 

much divided prove the greateſt ſource of miſery that can be con- 
ceived ; and this has operated to ſuch a degree and extent in France, 
that a Law wndoubtedly ought to be paſſed to render all diviſions below 
certain number of arpents 1A.“ Travels oy the Years, 


Tr 1788, and 1789, 
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of te clergy and. the rich, which were in general 
divided into large farms. They proceeded by ſelling 
| theſe in ſmall. lots, whether in the hope of procuring 
a better price, of attaching to themſelves a greater 
number of accomplices, or of . multiplying the nums 
ber of Jandholding farmers, whom Saint-Aubin now 
deſcribes as a new germ of animation for the agricul- 
ture of the republic. But this is not all; for it has 
been ſeen, that at the very time when they were pro- 
ceeding with activity to the execution of this agrarian 
law, they endeavoured to perpetuate its effects as 
much as in them lay, by accompanying it with ano- - 
ther enforcing the ſubdiviſions of theſe ſmall eſtates 
almoſt equally among all the children: ſo that even 
were it poſſible their great national robbery ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed, it is extremely probable, that aſter two 
generations an eſtate of 100 acres, which the pur- 
chaſer formerly cultivated as a farmer, may be 
divided between five or ſix of his deſcendants, who 


| „ be condemned to vegetate as land-owners in a 


ſpace of twenty acres, where their grandfather had 
flouriſhed by vniting theſe! five baia, and g 
ing rent as a fermer., ried; 

I do not deny, that although this is « peeiadicig) to 
een it may, io a certain point, be ſayourable 
to population; yet it was of the very generation 

to Which it will give birth, that the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly, have acknowledged, that © an exceſſive po- 
pulation, unleſs poſſeſſed of great induſiry and abun- 
| . dant productiop, is a devouring burden to a ſtate, 
pecauſe they muſt participate the profitg of thoſg 
| | \ 
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who would otherwiſe have found an eaſy ſubſiſtence, 
and becauſe the ſame quantity of work muſt then be 
divided between a greater number of hands *. 

It is true, many impartial travellers ſtill repeat the 
ſame language that Rœderer formerly employed, and 
declare, that the agriculture of republican France 
appears to them in a flouriſhing ſtate. But when it 
is attempted to extort from them the facts on which 
they found their opinion, they ſupport it, 1. By this 
very multiplication of ſmall landholding farmers. 
2. By the higher wages and better living of the la- 
bouring peaſantry. 3. By the great abundance. of 
articles of firſt neceſſity which has prevailed during 
the laſt two years, ſo that their price has conſider- 
ably fallen, although the expenſes of cultivation have 
increaſed. 4. By the converſion of many parks, 
waſte lands, and avenues of trees, into tillage, and 
the- cultivation of every ſtrip of land that bordered.” 
the great roads, and was hitherto collideied as, 
forming a part of them. 

much ſuſpect, that, were we to analyſe each of” 

theſe pretended ſymptoms of rural proſperity, we 
Mould find them but ſo many proofs of its decline. 
One of them perhaps may, in ſome points of view, 
deſerve to be excepted ;-I mean that very increaſe of 
wages which is ſo much deplored in both the Councils.” 
It is difficult to form a juſt idea of this riſe, becauſe : 
no ſooner do their orators attempt to appreciate its, 
magnitude, than their imaginations inſtantly bear 
them away in a whirlwind of exaggeration. Dupont, Be 
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(94) 
who in December 1795 declared, that to eſtimates 
the general increaſe of the expenſes of cultivation 
at 2 fifth, is rather below than over the truth,“ has 
ſupported this eſtimate by additional calculations on 
the 4th April 1797 ; but Porte afferted the year after, 
tat the ſcarcity of hands has doubled the preſent price 
of wages in every SPECIES OF LABOUR. Theſe two 
calculators were nearly at an equal diſtance from the 
truth, though on oppoſite ſides, and each of them 
has alike ' diſtorted it: for it is by no means a fact, 
that in farming the wages of every kind of lubour have 
doubled. If I am rightly informed, this is only true 
in the haymaking ſeaſon, in harveſt-time, and during 
the vintage. The wages of men who are hired by 
the year as labourers have only increaſed one half, or 
in the proportion of three to two; and that of maid- 
ſervants only as five to four. If we attend to theſe 
fas, which I have received from an impartial eye- 
witneſs; if we confider the bad ſtate of the roads, 
the increaſe in the price of draught cattle, and the 
till greater riſe in all the implements of agriculture, 
we ſhall perceive, that the expenſes of cultivation 
* muſt have augmented, nat by a „in, as Dupont has 
aid, but by a third, or at leaſt a fourth. To this muſt 
be added a circumftance from the ſame deputy's re- 
port, namely, that the revolutionary manners have in- 
troduced among labourers a habit of confuming a greater 
_ quantity of proviſions. © 
Different claſſes of men view this important riſe 
m wages in very different lights ; and as moſt of the . 
landholders exclaim loudly againſt it, one of the beſt 


"writers of the day has endeayoured to quiet them by 
5 FY 


„ 

the following obſervation: If both annual wages 
and daily labour are higher than under the old go- 
vernment, this is no evi; it is a benefit. In America 
the price of wages is enormous; yet this does not pre- 


vent farmers from making a rapid fartune.” —Such is 


the language of Profeſſor Saint-Aubin, a writer whom 
J ſhall frequently quote, becauſe he has more real in- 
formation, and commits much fewer errors, than all 
the preſent legiſlators of France. I confider, how- 


ever, this laſt obſervation as ſuch ; not that I conteſt 


the principle in itſelf, but becauſe I draw from it a 
| directly oppoſite inference. 

Certain it is, that in America agriculture flouriſhes 
notwithflanding the enormous price of wages: but it is 
equally true that this ariſes merely from the low price 
of land. There every farming-man is anxious ta 
render himſelf independent by. cultivating his own 
eſtate; and as he can procure uncultivated land in the 
back ſettlements at a very trifling expenſe, all thoſe 
who have any capital, however ſmall, prefer the 
profpe& this affords to the certainty of greater preſent 
gains as the ſervants of others. Every one knows 


that to this circumſtance Dr. Adam Smith attributes 


the high price of labour in America; nor can it be 
doubted that in France the low price of the conſiß- 


cated eſtates, and their ſale in ſmall lots, has had a 
great ſhare in the riſe of wages ſo much complained 
of. But if this increaſe of price is a proof of agricul- 
tural proſperity in countries where it is cauſed by the 


low price of uncultivated lands, for clearing which 
new adventurers are daily offering, it follows, that in 
countries where the ſame effect ariſes ſrom a comſi · 
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| Gerable and rapid fall in the value of lands already 
cultivated, we ought, in lieu of deeming it a beneft, 
to conſider it as an evil, and as an alarming ſymptom 
of the preſent and future decline of the country Mere 
it exiſts. e Ul | 

A much more lamentable cauſe preſents itſelf to 
account for this riſe of wages, which the farmers in 
every part of France allege as an excuſe for not pay- 
ing either their rent or taxes: that it ariſes principally 
from the depopulation of the country, and the conſe- 
quent ſcarcity of hands. Of this the laſt papers 
from Paris furniſh additional proofs, for they declare 
that it is in the Vendee that/ wages of farming ſervants 
are moſt increaſed, having there augmented in the 
proportion of nine to five. The letter in which this 
fact is related, charges the avidity of the labourers as 
the cauſe ; of which the true meaning is, that the 
conſuſion of ranks has placed the proprietors of landed 
eſtates at the mercy of thoſe who have none, and that 
the latter avail themſelves of this to form a league 
which the government is unable to repreſs under the 
ſyſtem of equality and the rights of man. 

The riſe of wages would not be a ſufficient motive 
of alarm, did it not ariſe from the three cauſes here 
pointed out, or had it proceeded by degrees, or were 
it poſſible it might continue: that is, if the price of 


4 
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* This letter is as follows: The fituation of the farmers in the 
Vendée is very deplorable — the avidity of ſervants who demand 
four fifths more annual wages than were given before the war, 
adds to the difficulties and the ſtraitened condition of the métayers. 
If we compare the prices of goods, and examine the limited market 
which commerce affords, we ſhall eaſily perceive that the condition 
of the farmers could not be worse.” (Ani des Laix, 3d Fructidor, 
20th Auguſt 1798.) | 
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ture had been ſo improved as to produce more abun- 
dant crops . 
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* For ſome years paſt the price of labour has increaſed in Eng- 
land by one fixth, and in moſt counties by one fifth; to which muſt 
be added a ſimilar augmentation in the poor's rates, whichſhould al- 
ways be conſidered as a part of the wages ſtopped by the farmer from 

his labourers, to be reſtored to them when they come to want. HoW- 
ever, as the farmer, on the one hand, N more notwithſtanding 
the riſe of wages, and on tbe other the landlord, at the expiration of 
- His. leaſe, has generally been able to raiſe his rent, the condition of the 
rern improved; and thus every thing has harmonized to- 

er. 

But what ſtill more clearly proves the advancement of agriculture 
in Great Britain is, that notwithſtanding, its population has increaſed 
for a century paſt, notwithſtanding the riches or revenue of the con- 
ſumer have in general been trebled, that the price of labour has at 
leaſt doubled, and that the rent of farms has generally augmented in 

the proportion of five to two, the price of wheat is 1 the ſame 
' ag century ago, although the uſe of rye and oaten bread has, given 
place throughout the greateſt part of the country to that made of 
4 heat. It may be added, that in the ſame interval the price of but- 
cher's meat has more than doubled, which at the ſame time proves 
the increaſtng opulence of the conſumers in the towns, and explains, 
by the conſequent additional manure, how the price of wheat has 
continued the ſame, although that of rent and labour has ſo much 
increaſec. ee ot 
Though this has principally ariſen from the improvement of agri- 
culture, yet three other cauſes peculiar to Great Britain, and which 
have on! un to exiſt within the preſent century, have co-ope- 
rated. The firſt of theſe is the excellence of the great roads, where 
the land is as ſtrictly economized as it was extravagantly laviſhed in 
France. On this none but uſeful luxury tos beter ease! and the 
| 2 are ſo much the leſs expenſive as they are attended to with 
unremitting vigilance. The ſecond is, the great number of canals, 
forming a communication from ſea to ſea, and between moſt of the 
navigable rivers, by which the conveyance of produce is facilitated. 
The third is a ſtill more modern eſtabliſhment, Which muſt by no 
means be paſſed over in ſilence, when treating of the improvement of 
agriculture, ſince it has contributed in innumerable ways to its ad- 
vancement; I mean the country banks, whoſe paper has diminiſhed 
the intereſt of money, and given its circulation both more facility and 
greater activity. 1 „ 
Such is the outline of the ſteps purſued by the Engliſh to aid the 
energies of Nature; and it muſt be allowed that among European 
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In ſact, a caſe may evidently exiſt where the price 
of labour may augment, while that of the article pra- 
duced may experience no conſiderable rife, and this 
without diminiſhing the farmer's profits. The caſe I 

am here ſuppoſing is one of the moſt infallibleſymp- 
toms of the improvement of agriculture. It proves 
that with an equal, and perhaps with a ſmaller portion 
of labour, more produce has been obtained from an 
equal ſurface of land. Such a ſtate of affairs is a 
Proof of a real improvement in the art, ſince that can 
only be accompliſhed by the advancement of all its 
component parts, as for example, by additional en- 
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nations, the Engliſh are one of thoſe who owe moſt to her benefi- 
- cence, and on whom ſhe has moſt freely laviſhed her favours; not 
only by giving them a profuſion of the ' moſt precious miuerals, 
namely, the beſt coal that has yet been known, falt-fprings, and rock- 
ſalt in ab abundance iuferior only to the mines of Gallicia; but 
above all, in beſtowing on them the moſt: temperate climate, and that 
Trove 0 atmeſplere, in oppoſition to which the French are always ſo 
loudly: boaſting their viv;fying fan, It is however to this “ dull and 
raim climate that the Engliſh nation are-indebted for the following 
advantages: rſt, The facility bf turhing out their eattle' throughout 
the year, whieh is practicable even in the north of Scotland. 2d, 
An almoſt perfect affurance of eſcaping the extremes of eold in win- 
ter, or burning droughts in ſummer. zd, An almoſt equal confi- 
dence of not ſuffering by hail or violent ſtorms, which periodically 
deſtroy a conſiderable portion of the crops of France. 4th, That 
babitual moiſture ſo favourable to paſtures, and to the multiplication 
of cattle, without an abundance of which, arable land is never very 
productive. dh Almoſt infallible rains in the months of July and 
Auguſt, enabling them to plough their land immediately after 
the harveſt, in order to fow turnips, where with to fatten their ſheep 
on theſe very lands, while at the ſame time thoſe animals manure the 
wil, which by this mode of cultivation produces three crops in two 
years. To all theſe we may add, rivers that rarely overflow, and 
which, if we except the Trent, generally commit much fewer de- 
vaſtations than thoſe of. any other country. Nor ought we to omit 
the invaluable advantage of a coaſting navigation, Which facilitates 
the communication from the oentre to the extremities of the empire. 
3 a ſhort ſketch of what the Britiſh natiau owe to the bounty 
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cloſures to prevent the uſeleſs ſtraggling of the flocks ; 
by eroſſing, or rather changing, the breed; by varying 
the ſeeds and manures with intelligence, ſo that the 
land may neither be exhauſted, nor unneceffarily lie 
fallow ; by increaſing the quantity of artificial mea- 
dow land; by forming new water-courſes to render 
the natural meadows fertile; and above all, by open- 
ing canals, which are an inexhauſtible ſource of eco- 
nomy for the conveyance of manure and produce. 
But are things ſo in France? Where are the canals 
ſhe has cut? Where are thoſe ſo oftentatiouſly pro- 
miſed to the inhabitants of the country? The war 
and the revolution have devoured every thing; they 
have even ſwallowed up the neceſſary funds for keep- 
ing in repair the old canals, which had coft ſuch im- 
menſe ſums under the former government. Soon will 
the inquiring traveller be told, Theſe ſebrile marſhes 
were once the canal of Orleans. — Here lie the remains of 
the canal of Loing.—There. you may contemplate the mag- 

nificent ruins of the flupendous Canal du Mi. Thus 
ſaid Dupont on the zth January 1797. No doubt 
we muſt not implicitly believe all the poetic fictions 
of this legiſlator and economiſt ; but it is. difficult 
not to-infer, that theſe ſuperb water-communications 
Dye ner aig Rage apes. 3 nor can I diſco- 
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We Independently of the decay. of theſe 1 many 'Duices, which 
ſerved the irrigatory canals for watering land, have been ſuffered; to 
Ws oat je oy to ruin. But what is ſtill more diſaſtrous, ; is the entire 
4 repairing the dykes, which prevented the overflowing of 
=_ and the inundations of the ſea. . Thaſe of Dol have lately 
ven way, and ſo great an extent of land is under water, that * 10, 00 
Fare milies are wandering about that department without any place of re- 
withoutrelief, and without any means of ſubſiſtence.” When that 
clini was announced! in theſe terms 1 in * che 2d Octo- 
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b yer any incongruity in the aſſertion delivered the 
fame day by that deputy, when he exclaimed—< It 
is neceffary that canals ſhould traverſe France in every 


direction, conveying life and circulation throughout the 
whole, as the veins and arteries throughout the human 
body.“ To. preveit the old canals from falling 
into total ruin, that deputy propoſed to ſell them to 
individuals, and inſi ſtad that this ſource of revenue 
diſappears when placed th the hands of government and 


its commiſſioners. lt is very\ue that in England ſimi- 


lar works are always performed by individuals at their 
on riſk, and ſor their own advantage; and it is re- 
markable, that more of theſe undertakings have been 
carried into execution during the preſent war than at 


any former period. But Dupont forgot that theſe ſpe- 


culations require large capitals, and he bad. juſt ac- 
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- ber, Blin complained of the de/ays that had prevailed. during the 
laſt eight years, in works of the mof? urgent neceſſity, and declared, 
that the repair of the dykes of Dol had long been conſidered as 
; #ndiſpen/able ; that this event bad juſtified the fears that had been en- 
tertained ; pou that the diſaſter was ſuch as to fill every man with lor- 
nenen nnen TO HE © 
Dutch Flangers is evidentl with a ſimilar calamity, now 
"that an hg in The hands bf the French; for a few days — 


to the misfortune at Dol, the Deputy Miger en decked! © that. 


1 

the dykes which protect the department of the Scheldt are in a moſt 
n ra ſtate.” —On this'a meſſage was immediately 
ſent 1 who have as yet only anſwered, by announcing 
in their turn, that it is of the moſt urgent neceſſity to raiſe new funds 
for the war. It is worthy of remark; that for this purpoſe they have 
not as yet pointed out any other means than that of immediate] 
"ſelling the national 'foreſts, and that the Councils have confidert4 


 \heſe as ſo important to the preſervation of the public dykes, that 

| "they have declared them inalienable. This new decree would, how- 
_ ſpeedily be repealed, were it poſſible any purchaſers ſhould 
. *. | : | | | 


-#. The Gataftrophe'of the inundation! of Holland at Nimeguen, Breda, ke 


4 


has but too ſpeedily juſtified the fears exprefſed by the author. T. 
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S 
knowledged that Franks had long diſſipated thoſe ſhe 
might have applied to ſimilar objects. 
What has been juſt ſaid on the ſtate of the roads 


and canals, and on the increaſe of wages, is ſo much 


the more alarming to the agriculture of France, as, 
by a contrariety unexampled perhaps in hiſtory, at 
the ſame time that the expenſes of cultivation have 
augmented by a '7hird, the price of corn has dimi- 
niſhed by a fourth below its average rate“; and, which 


— —_ —_— „ 


Every account agrees in proving that wheat has fallen to three 


fourths of its average price, which was twenty-four livres the ſeptier 
1 five buſhels), and which now fluctuates between ſixteen and twenty. 

n the ſitting of the 26th Auguſt 1798, the: Deputy Arnould ſaid, 
The net revenue of the land of France, taken on an average be- 
fore the revolution, was eſtimated in money at 2 100 millions. This 
was at a period when the price of wheat had been conſtantly, during 


twenty years (from 1769 to 1789), at twenty-four livres per 


ſeptier of 240 pounds weight. At preſent, in conſequence of 
ſeveral abundant harveſts, of the want of circulation, and of the 
prohibition to export, wheat is only eighteen livres the ſeptier ina 
"_ great majority of the departments, whoſe chief riches conſiſt 
corn“?! vat rn f 111 
The price of butcher's meat, or rather that of cattle, has generally 
fallen in the ſame proportion, at leaſt with regard to ſheep and ſma 
cattle Ml for thoſe uſed in agriculture and for draught have rather riſen 
inva Chet MIT $83 02 a 


It is by no means the ſame with regard to wines, of which the 
ce has riſen during the laſt three years, although their qualities are 


to be conſiderably worſe. Yet ever hurried away by that na- 
tional inclination which leads them to attribute every effect to à fl 
gle cauſe, and eſpecially to that which jt is intended to do away, the 
moſt dnliginened weiters of Paris, and the warmeſt friends to order, 
at firſt accounted for this temporary riſe in wines by the brutal man- 


ners introduced by the revolution, and by the clubs and N | 


ſemblies, which have rendered large meetings more frequent. 

did Saint-Aubin at that time attribute it to the . fudden increaſe of 
the conſumption of wine by workmen, who on the ſudden re-appear< 
ance of ſpecie were much better paid than during the reign of 
aſſignats. But I ſuſpect that this increaſe contributed to it much 
leſs: than the ſeaſons, which during the years 1795 and 1997 were as 
unfavourable to the vintage as they were advantageous to corn. It is 


true, that Saint-Aubin has mentioned this fact, but he has forgotten 


two other cauſes, which muſt have produced an equal effect, and om 
which ſo able an obſerver ought not to have been t. The one is, 
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ſcers ſcarcely poſſible, this very fall is adduced by 
_ travellers as a proof that agriculture flouriſhes in that 
country. But before we admit this argument, it ought 
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tha ducing ing the laſt four or five years the cullivation of the vine has 
b much ne tt Pq than any other branch of agriculture, be- 
cuſe it requires more hands and larger capitals : the other, that the 
labour neceſſary to produce a barrel of wine of the value of twenty- . 
four livres, is at leaſt double of that required for a meaſure of wheat 
of the ſame: price. Hence it reſults, that if the latter was for- 
merly produced with only the expenſe of ſix livres for labour, and 
if the price of this labour is augmented in the proportion of three to 
two, the meaſure of corn muſt be ſold at twenty-ſeven livres, while 
the price of the labaur repreſented by the barrel of wine having in- 
creaſed by fix in lieu of three livres, the latter ought (all other things 
remaining equal) to be paid one fourth more, ot thirty livres. | 
This increaſe of price would perhaps be rather a benefit than an 
evit to France, if wines and brandies were not the only produce of 
her ſoil, of which ſhe has a real ſurplus, or by which ſhe can. pro- 
cure whatever articles ſhe wants; but if, in conſequence of a dura - 
ble riſe in the price of labour, her wines ſhould become permanently 
5 by a fourth or a fifth, the competition of thoſe of Spain an 
qrtugal would be much ſtrengthened, and France would ſuffer a 
eonfiderable diminutian in the only branch of her former produce 
that remains, whereby in ſome degree to pay for a part of her im- 
portations. Nor are all theſe inveſtigations relative to the increaſe 
in the price of wines during the three laſt years, any longer applica - 
ble to the preſent price, eſpecially of thoſe of fu roo gr ; which 
are deſtined for exportation, fihce the reporter Couſard d on 
the za September 1798, That in the departments where the wines 
are made which are conſumed. by foreign nations, the cultivators 
have even conſidered it as a calamity to have an abundant vintage. 
What means then can remain to pay the taxes when the farmer has 
not the requiſite funds to cultivate the earth? Nor is this an — 4 
geration ; for Saint- Aubin, who way the firſt to declaim againſt 
Ho great conſumption of wines, and to complain of their uche prices, 
has now reſumed his pen to lament their depreciation: “ Of all the 
departments,“ ſays he, thoſe which are at once maritime, and 
wine countries, are the moſt in arrears for the land- tax: and the 
iacipal cauſe of this delay is, the fall in the price of wine, which 1g 
E great meaſure occaſioned by the want of exportation. '- 
As to fire - wood, the price in thoſe markets where there is no wa- 
ter · carriage depends on the diſtance and ſtate of the roads, and on the 
more or leſs oppreſſive terms granted by government to the con- 
tractors, to whom they ſell the privilege of cutting wood in the na- 


” 


tional foreſts. In general, the price of wood, even of that which is 
confiderabl iderably increaſed, e. 


not gut, bas already 


1 ( 1e ) | 
5 to whe proved, that the low price ** corn 8 
ſrom its ahundauce, which indeed might not be im- 
poſſible, conſidering the ſertility of the two laſt years; 
for althougb, in general, France does net produce a 
quantity of proviſions equal to her conſumption, yet 
ſeaſons. of abundance have often happened when ſhe 
had. an overplus of corn, which the king then al- 
lowed. to be exported. But as the Directory perfiſt 
in refuſing the permiſſion requeſted by ſome depart- 
ments of a free exportation of corn, ſaying, that its 
abundance. in on the point of being as fatal to them as 
its fearcity, had been before; yet we have a right to con- 
clude that the directorial commiſſaries, diſperſed 
through the various departments of France, do not 
belieye in this ſuperabundance of corn, with which, 
il it exiſied, it would be ſo important to France to 
pay for à part of thoſe importations which continu- 
ally exhauſt the little ſpecie that remains. If, there- 
. fore, the low value of the produce does nat ariſe from 
its abundance, it muſt be attributed to the poverty of 
the conſumers in the towns. We have already ſaid 
that this is one of the greateſt calamities that can 
threaten the agricultute of any country; and every 
one knows, that, together with this, the want of roads 
and markets is the cauſe that paralyzes that of Hun- 


gary, of which the .ſoil.,is 5 fill more fertile, than, 


France. n 10 ne 

It is true, bowever, that — the. two. laſt ain | 

| France bas ſupplied itſelf with. food ; and. this fact 

alone ſeems to prove an increaſe in the quantity of 

produce. But beſides that this may be accoynted for 

by the poſſeſſion of Belgium and the left bank of the 
14 


. 5 
Rhine, we muſt not forget that the old territory of 
France has now much fewer mouths to feed. Hence, 
without diſputing that labouring men may conſume a 
trifle more meat and wine fince they have been better 
paid, the extraordinary diminution which has taken 
place in the population of the towns, accounts for a 
fact which is 'erroneouſly repreſented as a An 
inereaſe in the abundance of the harveſt s 
But there is another cauſe which explains it, and 
in a manner ſtill more ominous to the people of 
France: I mean the total ſubverſion of the eſta- 
bliſhed modes of purſuing and conducting agricul- 
ture, which, in common with every thing elſe, they 
have attempted to #evolutionize. It is well known 
that after the ſcarcity in 1794 and 1795, which in 
ſome parts had quadrupled the price of wheat, the 
farmers (whether from avidity for gain, from the fear 
of 'a famitie, or to eſcape” the law of the maximum, 
and ſave their grain from a compulſory barter againſt 
aſſignats, of little or no value, by ſowing it) devoted 
themſelves with inconſideratè ardour to the cultiva- 
. tion of corn. At that time they cultivated every 
waſte piece of land, drained ponds, ploughed up 
commons and meadows, converted parks and avenues 
into tillage, grubbed up coppices, and even deſtroyed 5 
nürſeries, and the pooreſt peaſantry planted potatoes 
on the edges of the highways.” Theſe 'plantations 
are repreſented as proofs of unparalleled rural pro- 
ſperity: yet they were only unparalleled becauſe the 
old government kept a ſeverer watch to prevent _ 


"% 


encroachments. 1 n HN arent 
"RN mg _ partoſ theſe fe peeulations were | 


_-_- ( 103) 
perſormed without manure, it would not have been 
ſurpriſing had they produced a much greater tempo- 
rary abundance of corn. Yet before we conſider the 
triumph as complete, we ſhould examine whether it 
ought not to be attributed to an abandonment of the 


true principles of agriculture, and whether it would 


not have been more profitable to the farmer to have 
beſtowed his attention on the confiſcated lands, which 
are, in ſome places, overgrown with weeds,” than to 
neglect thoſe and clear new ground? in a word, 
whether the people of France have not cultivated 
their lands preciſely as their leaders have adminiſtered 
the public finances, by a ſyſtem of exſhauſtion and anti- 
cipation. I wWifh J may be deceived; but all theſe 
boaſtings, concerning the activity of the preſent cul- 


tivation of France, appear to me to reſemble thoſe 


of a farmer who ſhould praiſe” himſelf for having 
taken advantage of the expiration of his leaſe to dou- 
ble his crops, by not ſuffering the land to lie fallow, 


by breaking up the 2 and by eee u. the 


nurſery and coppices. 0062 


The cultivators of dne have b perceived 
their error, and are lamenting its ''conſequences! 


It is ſaid, they are already preparing to diminiſh the 
proportion of arable land, and that the quantity 
ploughed and ſown laſt autumn is much ſmaller than 
was ſo employed in 179 : à diminution Which may 
alſo aſfiſt us in accounting for the preſent abundaned 


of grain; and is itſelf to be attributed to the fall in the 


ptice of corn. This, it is but juſtice to acknowledge; 
the Deputy Golzart had foretold on the 15th Febru- 
ay v2 * de n of Fro TRAP he, 
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2 i be eee becauſe it will 4s to = 
port homrould this be otherwiſe, ad the ex- 
penſes of cultivation had gradually augmented by 
one third, mot only 6 without Aa correſponding riſe , in 

_ the price of corn, but with this price decreaſing in 
proportion; to the increaſe of expenſes? This double 
change will appear much more ruinous to the culti- 
vators it we reflect on the very bad ſtate of the roads, 
which adds conſiderably to the expenſe of carriage, 
and cauſes an accumulation of grain in thoſe parts 

| where water: conveyanoe cannot be had; for land- car- 
riage is become ſo troybleſame and ſo expenſive, that, 
if we may believe Saint-Aubin, © many articles would 
be twenty ſive per cent. cheaper if the roads ere bet - 


ter, or were the ———— and ungen un- 


der better regulations.. leben 
0 form a juſt! idea ofiithie. ene aggregate net 
income of ;the landholders, formerly ſuppoſed to be 
1100 millions, we muſt recollect that ſince the revo- 
lution the expenſes of cultivation have increaſed by 


at leaſi one ſourth, and that the price of corn has di- 


miniſhed in the ſame proportion. By combining 
theſe two ſacts together, we ſhall be poſſeſſed of an 
-arithmetical; proof, that even were the raw produce 
as abundant as it was formerly (which, admitting it to 


be the gaſe, could only he attributed to the uncom- 
mon favourahleneſs of the ſeaſons); the net revenue ol 
the proprietor of corn - lands muſt be diminiſhed by 
at leaſt qne half. The calculation is ſimple and eaſy. 
Let us ſuppoſe an eſtate to have produced, before the 
revolution, 400 ſeptiers of corn, which were fold fox 


(97. ) 
400 louis d' ors, and that of theſe 200 were clear profit. 
I, on the one hand, the expenſes of cultivation, 
which then amounted to 200 louis, are now. increaſed 
to 250, and, on the other, the crops are ſold for only 
300, the proprictor's income will be reduced from 


200 louis to 50, or will be leſs by three fourths than 


before. - Hence if this land- owner was formerly taxed 
at one fifth of bis income, or forty louis, the ſame: 
tax would now amount to four times that proportion, 
ar four fifths of his income. This is the grievance of 

which the farmers of the department of Landes com- 
plain, and this example will prove, that ſuch com- 
plaints may be founded, though no additional. enter. 
bes have taken place. 

If however, in appreciating the 9 of the 
net agricultural revenue of France, we ſhould take 
theſe two examples as our only data, we might over- 
rate this decreaſe, not only becauſe the department 
of Landes is the only one that has hitherto complained 

of an overcharge of ſour fiſths, but becauſe the 


prices of other productions of the earth have not 


fallen in the ſame proportion as that of corn, and 


alſo becauſe a great proportion of land-oπα) ers, 
ſarmers, and meétayers cultivating their ſmall 


eſtates with the labour of their family, and without 


- the expenſe of wages, their incomes may not have 
ſuffered much by a riſe of wages which they are rarely. 
obliged to pay. All theſe circumſtances conſidered, 
I think we ſhall not materially err in ſtating the dimi- 
nution of the net agricultural ineome of France, in- 
cluding that of the landholders, farmers, e 


and as ik at one half. 
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( 108 ) 
This is nearly the eftimate latel y preſented to the 


| Councit of Elders: by the Deputy Arnould, on 


whom we may rely with the greater confidence, as he 
is more converſant with theſe ſubjects than any of his 
colleagues . On the 2oth June 1798 he declared, 
there was reaſon to expect a diminution of 450 mil - 


lions in the territorial income, which he ſtated to have 


formerly amounted to 1100 millions. And he aſked 


| the Council how the landholders or tenants can, with 


the remaining 650 millions, pay the land- tax of the 
year vu or the arrears of the two ee mim 


amounted together to 500 millions? 


It is doubtful, ſrom the manner in which mee 


ſtated this queſtion, Whether he meant to include the 


newly - incorporated provinces. Bat if we add 100 or 
1g millions to the remaining half of the agricultural 
income of old France, the aggregate income of the 
landholders, farmers, and metayers of the preſent 
republic, with all its aggrandizements, will only 
amount to 500 millions. Such are the taxable meuns 
on which the Directoty hope to raiſe, during the cur- 
rent year, more than 500 millions ꝙ in direct contribu- - 
tions, beſides the indirect taxes, the greater part of 


which this claſs of mem are obliged to bear. Scarcely 


Would it be poffible 10 Collect one half of all mes 
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_ varivus' other pu —_ on political economy, much eſteemed in 
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| # Arnould i is miſtaken in computing them at only 500 millions. If 


diret'tax are added the arrears claimed, the enſe of collect 
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taxes, even were the farmers robbed of the fred i iu. | 


tended for their future crops. | : ,, 

In vain. have extraordinary efforts ha 0 0 to 
impoſe univerſal. ſilence on the oppreſſed: notwith- 
ſtanding the menaces of terror, the cries of miſery will 
be heard. They have even found their way into the 
official papers, which are filled with petitions from 
the various departments, complaining, like that of 


the Meuſe, that a population is aſſigned them ſar be- 
yond the truth, and moſt of them ſuing; like thoſe 


of Eure and l' Aveyron, to be relieved from half their 


land-tax. On theſe the legiſlative body have almoſt 


always paſſed to the order of the day, pretending to 
have ſufficiently diminiſhed the burden of the land- 
tax, by transſerring a ſeventh part oſ it to the con- 
quered provinces: and Dupont himſelf, has endea- 
voured to. repreſent this relief as “ the recompence 
of the ſacrifices made by the people to accompliſh 
thoſe conqueſts.“ This deputy eſtimated the ſormer 
agricultural income of the Low, Countries, together 
with that of Savoy, and the counties of Nice and 


Avignon, at 154 millions, a ſum which muſt, appear 


very ſmall to thoſe who believed the poſitive aſſertian 
of his colleague Julien Souhait, who, on the az4th 


October 2796, poſitively. declared, . that a con- 


tribution, of one-fifth of the net revenue laid on Bel- 
gium would produce one hundred millions. 
Mere it worth while to refate theſe extravagant aſ- 
{ertions, it would be eaſy to prove that the aggregate 
agricultural income of the inhabitants of all the ad- 
ditional departments, including thoſe on the Rhine, 
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has never exceeded, nor even amounted to, 200 mil 
lions in the time of their greateſt proſperity, and that 
their ſovereign did not levy taxes exceeding one fifth 
of that ſum. But it is ſufficient to obſerve, that the 


ceonquered provinces have participatel in the principal 


diſaſters that have attended agriculture'in France, and 
that they have alſo been the theatre of war. Belgium, 
which is alone more productive than all the reſt of the 


incorporated departments, and which contributed to 
its ſovereign only about twenty millions of livres, has 
been ſo much oppreſſed by its deliverers, that they iu- 


ſorm us themſelves, „that immediately after their 
conqueſt, ferocious proconſuls levied to the amount of 


eighty-two millions, and that the reniſtlions were ex- 
tended even to varnifies and laces.” Vet although the 
Ioſs of above 10,000 horſes; and an immenſe quantity 
of horned cattle, is ſtill ſeverely felt by that country, 
its agriculture will much more ſpeedily recover tlie 
hock than that of France: 1ſt, Becauſe much leſs 

of the landed property there has been confiſcated and 


divided : ad, Becauſe the ruinous tenure of the m- 


 Fayers is unknown there, and the farms art pretty 
large: zd, Becauſe the ſcience of agriculture was 
in a very high tate of improvement in that country, 
Which, together with the great fertility of its ſoil, and 


its numerous canals, affords the inhabitants of Bra- 


bant and of Auſtrian Flanders, as well as thoſe of 
French Flanders, great reſources againſt the effects 
of the "revolutionary ſtorm: 4th, Becauſe, having 
large capitals, they were thereby enabled to ſupport 
1 e Toles My 986 ſank under thew r 
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tunes: 5th, and laſtly, Becauſe they have eſcaped 
the moſt ruinous of all taxes, that of the /n. . 
Ihe rich foreſts, however, of the Low Countries 
ſuffered equally with thoſe of France; for ſince the 
end of the year 1796 the French have boaſted of hav- 
ing already cut down there one million five hundred thou- 
ſand trees.” The deſtruction of theſe foreſts obliges us 
to confider thoſe of France-as among the ruined re- 
mains of her agriculture; for even previous to theſe 
ravages, every well-informed man in France agreed, 
that no time ought to be loft in correcting the abuſes 
of the adminiſtration. of the foreſts, and planting new 
ones. And without recurring to the deſtruction: that 
has taken place among the trees within the laſt eight 
years, it is to be remarked, that while, on the onc 


hand, they have been ſo induſtriouſſy rooted up, on 


the other hand none have been planted; no ont 
chooſing to riſſe precarious advances on ſo volcanic a 
ſoil. This is a fact which cannot be doubted; after 
the report of the committee of foreſts, preſented by 
Biſſon on the 3th October 1796: lt is evident,” 
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FT be legiſlators of France have endeavoured to reconcile the peo- 
ple to paying the taxes, by inceſſantly reminding them that they _ 
no taxes during the reign of the aſſignats, as if the aſſignats themſelves 
had not been the moſt oppreſſive, though {vr gh the leaſt perceptible 
of taxes. Each additioual emiſſion occaſio 0 
on paper; and though the government did not actually put their hands 
in — of the people, yet, in fact, each of theſe emiſſions took 
from them the hundredth part of their paper capitals. One of their 

_ repreſentatives has calculated that by this mode they levied a 
b 


fidy on the nation of about five milliards of real value, which was 


thus eventually aſſeſſed in tbe moſt unequal proportion. But in this 
loſs Belgium had a very ſmall ſhare, becauſe the aſſignats were not in- 


troduced there till their depreciation had become permanent, when, the 
illuſion _ at its height, they were paſſed from hand ta hand like 2 
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ſaid he ee that, many, citizens, aſter having cut down 
quantities of timber, have broken up the foil for other 
purpoſes, while others have cleared the coppites and 
Jet no one attends to rey them by forming new plant- 
_attons *,. 

— i WI 8 = 0 een as fo. ap- 
Un w to this object, while the preſent government is 
alternately ſequeſtrating, confiſcating, ſelling, and 
reſuming the very ſame eſtates, and when not one in- 
dividual can look forward with a confidence that he 
ſhall, tranſmit to his deſcendants the inheritance of 
His fathers ? Nor are. theſe national confiſcations and 
ſequeſtrations the only impediment to ſowing and plant- 
ing land; they are alſo prevented by the lawvleſs rob- 
beries daily committed on private property, which, as- 
Talot aſſerts, the gardes champetres, or country guards, 
abandon-to the moſt dreadful deuafiations, af which they 
are ſometimes accomplices. . An. outcry,” ſaid. he, 
on the 2ſt February 1798, © 18. now. ſpread. all over 
France againſt the colluſions of theſe legal guardians, 
theſe puſillanimous and immoral officers; and how 
ean rich land owners venture to what their orchards, 
r —— D INGLL AY 7 6 DLATS ASAT IE 5. 67 ELLE 
ey vet — woods ee page, 2 a0 


9 Francois de Neufchateau, in vne of his laſt letters; Far it 
"may require more than à century to repair the robberies that have been com- 
minted tt the febefts.—=Andthier work" by Citizen' Cadel*of Vaux, 
which is/equally in 2 with the predictions of this miniſter, aſſerts, 
that fo great is the ution of wood in France, that that coun 
'Is' in — danger of a gradual defalcation of her waters. T 
"writer founds his opinion on the neceſſity of mountains crowned with 
. foreſts to the exiſtence of plentiful ſprings. ' Whether his hypotheſis 
de founded or not, the fears which gave birth to it may evince the 
extenſiveneſs of the E en which have excited his alarms. : 


( 11g ) 
vr their hedges with mulberries and apple-trees, or re- 'f 
pair the plantations on the great roads? In vain 
would they prepare future woods for their children; 
for, on the contrary, they are forced to deſtroy thoſe 
they now poſſeſs. They are obliged to anticipate the 
axe of a flranger by employing their own, &c.” —He 
concluded this picture of the injuries which indivi- 
duals ſuſtained, by denouncing them as the cancer nt 
was totally deffroymg agriculture. 

This orator purpoſely exaggerated theſe evils in 
order to conceal the truth, or at leaſt to throw it into 
the back ground. The real cauſe of all this plunder 
and devaſtation, the true cancer which corrodes the 
agriculture of France, is the immenſe confiſcation 5 
landed propertx. 

It is almoſt too evident, too trite an obſervation to 
be repeated, that the firſt ſpring of emulative induſtry 
is the hope, the certainty, of enjoying the fruits of our 
labour. The farmer depends on the regularity of 
the ſeaſons for his crops, and on the regularity of the - 
laws of ſociety for the power of diſpofing of them. 
But when the latter ſuſpends its protection, or itſelf 
becomes the violator of property, diſeouragement 
takes place of induſtry, and paralyſes the hands by 
which it was nouriſhed. Men continue, it is true; 
digging the earth to ſatisfy their phyfical wants, but 
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they no longer exert themſelves to multiply its pro- 4 
ductions, or venture on finking money in improve- {| 
ments, and leaſt of all in planting trees, the poſſeſſion 1 
af which is uncertain from day to day. Hence Rouſ- ; F 
ſeau ſays, that property is the baſis of the ſocial con- | N 
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agticulture, by reducing the price of land ſo much, 


1 
tract; e eee e 


doing nothing is the greateſt gain. 


In appreciating the effects of ſuch a — 
ment on the preſent ſtate of agriculture in France, 
we muſt reflect that the greater part of the beſt cul- 
tivated lands having been confiſcated, have paſſed 
from the hands of the rich to men greedy of gain, 
who, aware of the inſecurity of their new poſſeſſions, 
immediately converted every thing into money, or, as 
Cambon declares,” cauſed them to be adjudged to 
them for. the ſake of |/e/ling the trees and materials, and 
afterwards abandoning them in their rumed flate. The 
various modes of deterioration to which the eſtates 


called national have been and are ſtill expoſed, ought 


to be the ſubject of a ſeparate treatiſe. Should any 
one undertake and execute ſuch a work with compe- 
tent ſkill, it will appear that the majority of the pur- 
chaſers who have eſcaped the poniard, and who per- 
fit in retaining their ill-gotten property, endeavour 
to exhauſt the foil, as if their leaſe were about to ex- 
pire on the firſt convudfon, In that work the cauſe 
of property might be placed in the moſt ſtriking 
point of view, and the apologue of the maſter's eye 


confirmed. It would then be evident that the hand 
of a lawful and ſecure proprietor alone ean give life 


and activity to agriculture; while that of an uſurper 
exhauſts and conſumes every thing it approaches. It 
Would then appear that the hand of the latter js that 
af the harpy, and his touch that of the deadly aſp. 

Thi confiſcations have been equally injurious” to 


a 0 ER | 
that even thoſe which have not been confiſcated, and 
which are very carefully diſtinguiſhed by the name of 


patrimonial lands, can no longer be fold for more than 


ten years purchaſe of their preſent, and conſequently 


five years purchaſe of their former income *, It may 
perhaps be ſaid, this is merely an imaginary evil, ſince 


the land ſtill exiſts. This, however, is a groſs error. 
So great a depreciation produces the moſt lamentable 


effects on agriculture. Ten years ago it was eaſy to 
borrow a ſum equal to ten years income on mort- 
gage at five per cent. intereſt ; whereas now that ſum 
would purchaſe the eſtate: nor can the proprietor pro- 
cure the moſt trifling loan without ſuch exorbitant 
intereſt: as renders all improvement impracticable. 
C Thoſe who are deſirous of engaging in ſpeculations 
of profitable labour in agriculture,” are now deprived 


of the loans which the pledge they have to offer would 


formerly have procured them.” Thus did Duprat 
expreſs himſelf in the fitting of the 23d March 1798, 
and we have the leſs reaſon to doubt this fact, as, 


ſhortly after, one of the eleven queſtions propoſed in 
the public prints to patriotic writers was as follows: 


* 
G þ CR 2 — PX = —_— 


— — 


Y 
1 — 


In che ſitting of the-2oth July 1798, Lecouteulx, [whoſe aceu - 


11 we have no reaſon to ſuſpect, acknowledged, that this kind 
of property /carcely ſells for ten years purchaſe of the real income of the 
ſeller.” Yet he was ſpeaking only of ſuch landed property as had 
not been confiſcated. 


At the period when Lecouteulx ſtated this fact at the tribune, the 
anonymous banker before mentioned couched; one of his 1 850 ö 
T 


com- 


in the following terms: * V is the price of land /o low 


pared with that of land in neighbouring countries 2” The anſwer was 


as, follows: Thoſe who formerly were rich cannot, and thoſe. who 
are lately become rich dare not purchaſe large eſtates: and beides, 


the intereſt of money is ſo high, that the very worſt mode of employ- 


. ing it is ta lay it out in the purchaſe of land.“ 
| 1 2 
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Why cannot . land-owners find money at any price — 
Among the various anſwers which the Directory per- 
mitted to be printed, the following ſcems concluſive: 
Men will not lend on pledges of which they would not. 
become Purchaſers, nor will they advance their ſpecie 
with the riſk. of being repaid in paper. 

It Is this impoſſihility of borrowing money on land 
at, any price that led Arnould to fay, that“ the de- 
ſtruction, of the colony- trade, the bad ſtate of the 
roads, the difficulty of communication, the abun- 
— of corn, and its low price in far the greater 
number of departments, will not for a long time per- 
mit landholders to hope that their incomes will ſup⸗ 
ply the means of improving their eſtates,” 

This indeed is a very moderate concluſion; ſor if 
the only. doubt were, how long the improvement of 
their eſtates would be deferred, or merely their culti- 
vation remain ſtationary for a conſiderable time, the 
evil would be trifling. They are deprived not only 
of the hopes of. future improvement by their preſent 
impoveriſhment, but frequently of the means of get- 
ting in their haryeſt; and if we may believe the above- 
eited anonymous author, they are placed Ae Tantalus 
amidſt unproductive plenty. “ The monied man, 
ſays be, © amuſes them with promiſes till he reduces 
them to the neceſſity of ſelling, for a #rifling confidera- 
tion, the produce of a year's induſiry. The power of 
monied- men. ariſes. out of the wants of the ſtate; 
and,” be added, will only end with them.“ 

In that caſe the end of their reign is ſtill very remote. 
Büt as this is the aſfertion of an anonymous writer, 
: and as, notwithſtanding the acuteneſs with N he 
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has reſolved many of the problems propoſed, he has 
paſſed over this ſymptom of decay * with that levity 
ſo characteriſtic of his nation, it is requiſite to con- 
firm it by the more official authority of a paſſage in 
one of the laft reports of the Deputy Lecouteulx, 

wherein he ſpeaks to the following effect: Inter: 
mediate ſpeculators buy up the crops, and hold 
them till purchaſers offer. Thoſe who are engaged 
in this intermediate ſpeculation” (which is called in- 
tervention ſecourable), © have no object but to derive 
from the little money they can diſpoſe of, an exorbi- 
tant intereſt, unknown till the preſent times.“ | 

This important confeſſion proves how far the rate 
of intereſt affects agriculture, and that, if the retail 
prices of bread and meat are not reduced in propor- 
tion to thoſe of corn and cattle, the price of corn is 
much more reduced as far as regards the ſuins received 
by thoſe farmers who are at a diſtance from the mar- 
| kets, or are obliged to apply to the intermediate ſpe- 
culator, whether to get in their crops, or convert them 
into money, 

Such have hitherto been the effects Re to this 
claſs of citizens, by whom ſociety is fed, from afſignats, 
and from the national robbery of which that' cls 
have become accomplices ! What an inſtructive 
jeſſon for the Italians and the Swiſs, to whom France 
| fill ventures to talk of poorer and e 
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* 4 8 ſerious may de we diſorder,” ape: he, „ it is af 
wholly deſperate, France is ſo robuſt, ſhe repairs her loſſes with ſo 


much eaſe, her phyſicians are ſo aſiduous, ſhe conforms to the re- 

medies preſcribed with ſo much docilig, that a cure will ſoon follow 

from a mild regimen and perſevering attention: but let ys beware 
of empirics and their violent noſtrums.” 


13 


* 
* 
* 
+ an ltd eo »% ce ack cr a ry od. 0 GOOG AREAS „ — — 
» 4 4 * - . = 


* 


1 2 
2 


* ** — FA : FEET * he. ted 4» Þ . x — * A | * "I 
TS. © I'S ew ²˙ ˙ ̃ bw FUN, OS 3 


r =» 


— 


3 ww „„ 


r 
ä wh. eta 


2 fg A 
ad Aba” ** 


DDP 


( 218 ) 
as an inexhauſtible ſource of riches ! It will be happy 
ſor them if they grow wiſe by the dear-bought expe- 
rience of thoſe who have given the example “; and 
if they perceive the conſequences of this deſtructive 
ſyſtem before it is too late, No ſooner is it adopted, 
than the uncertainty of retaining the patrimony of 
their anceſtors, or tranſmitting it to their deſcendants, 
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What can be mote true, or better expreſſed, than the following 
deplaration of Lecouteulx ?“ Can it be expected, that our finances 
will be improved by conf/catiors, or our fields better cultivated when 
under the yoke of /equeftration? The proſperity of the public finances, 

the abundance of the ſupplies, the facility of collecting the taxes, 
the eaſe and rapidity of the public receipts, and all the advantages 
of: a free circulation, depend entirely on the citizens enjoying their 

1 1 N peace and ſecurity under the protection of conſtitutional 

aw, and devoting themſelves with confidence to their reſpective 

Ebours and undertakings; The ſecurity of perſons and of property 

always produces abundance, In ſuch circumſtances the buildings 

on fatms are always better kept up, the land better cultivated, and the 
fields more ſtocked with cattle. Such are the effects which conſtitute 
the happineſs of the people, and the true riches of the ſtate. But, 

on the contrary, when the citizens live in conſtant fear under a 

viſlature, who ſtrike at whole maſſes of property, and are ſuc- 
ceſnvely expoſed to conſſcationt and /equeftrations, ſpecie diſappears, 
the Tands remain uncultivated, repairs are wholly neglected, creditors 
remain unpaid, the taxes are-exhauſted, and the public treaſury drags 

He along by the aid of an odions x/ury, or amid the convulſions of con» 

tinual bankruptcy.” SY 

It is remarkable, that the deputy from whom this confeſſion is ex- 
torted by the preſent decline of his country, is the ſame perſon who 
'Þ bis colleagues for the idea of a national bankruptcy, by 
ſpan of it as of A trifling family affair, and ſanctioned the forced 
by aſſuring them that it was a mere 2n/enfib/e perſpiration of the 

body politic. : | | 

| It 2 a ſhocking fact, that while they are thus proclaiming their 

tardy lamentations, theſe legiſlators of the mother republic coldly 

Ciffer the new republics, whom they have taken under their pro- 

tection, to be afflicted with all the calamities they are deploring ar 

home. Even tbe revolutioniſts of Helvetia have already, under the 

direction of a French commiſſary, opened a regiſter for the pretended 

. Swiſs emigrants, whoſe' eſtates are put under /equeſtration. +, With a 

fe months further inſtructions from the Great Nation, we ſhall ſee 

the lands of her four allies deffitute of cultivation, and their Directors 
dragging themſelves along, like their oxen, amid the convu!ffons of cunti. 
nual bankruptcy. ; ; ND. 
| 5 
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precludes the landholders from all plans of i improve- | c 
ment: hence this claſs becomes generally diſguſted, 
and then a ſtarving government may more eaſily ex- 
tend its rapacious hands over their property; the price 
of land continually falls, becauſe every one endea- 
yours to part with it, to ſave ſome of the wreck of his 
fortune; the intereſt of money neceſſarily riſes: in 
proportion ; uſury exceeds all control, and its per- 
nicious influence extends to every ſpecies of induſtry, 
and to the arts which are the moſt eſſential to agri- | 
culture. In Proportion as capitals become more 
ſcarce, manufactories are ſhut up, and'ploughs and 
other implements of huſbandry grow dearer, while 
the impovertſhment of the conſumer cauſes a fall in 
the price of produce. Thus the wound increaſes 
from day to day with the utmoſt rapidity, and if its 
depth is not at firſt perceived, this ariſes from agri- 
culture being able long to ſubſiſt upon its old ſtock. 
It appears, however, too ſoon, that it is rapidly de- 
dining, and that a rapacious government has, in A 
ſhort time, diſſipated by violence what economy had 
been accumulating during a long ſeries of years. In 
ſhort; the evil would be irremediable, if neceflity, 
which obliges men to plough the carth'for the means 
of ſubſiſtence, did not, to a certain degree, coun- - 
terwork this activity of tyranny, or if ſome hope of 
delivetatice' from its oppreſſions did not cheer the | 
hearts of its unhappy victims. or ener 1 
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Can it be conceived, then, aſter this melancholy | 
picture of French agriculture, and of the miſery of 
that oppreſſed claſs of men who are employed in its 
Jabours, confirmed by ſuch innumerable documents I 

I 4 


(wa Y 
faithfully extracted ſrom official reports, that a co- 
temporary writer ſhould have hazarded an aſſertion, 
« that it is certain the cultjvators are enriched, and that 
a riculture has advanced. 3 81 
"T5 this bold aſſertion that writer will ———_ me 

to reply, that I have read with the cloſeſt, attention 
all the debates of the repreſentatives of the. French 
nation ;. and that notwithſianding | the innumerable 
brayadoes in which they periodically indulge, con- 
cerning the increaſing power of the republic, no one 
has dared to aſſert at the tribune.of the Councils, that 
agricultare has advanced. On the contrary, they have 
all united, latterly, in acknowledging, that it bas 
ſank into a ſtate of Janguor ; and that the land-tax 
bas robbed even the ſmall farmer of ab/olute neceſſu- 
ries T. The only exception to this is the aſſertion 
of Golzart, that agriculture Bad never been in a. more 
flaurifhing condition. And it muſt be noticed, not only 
that it is two years ſince he made that aſſertion, but 
that, like Rœderer, he took great pains to attribute 
this proſperity to the facility of paying taxes by means 
of aſſignats. It was this deputy too, who, while thus 
forcibly declaiming againſt , the exorbitancy of the 
land- tax, foretold, that the cultivation of land would 
oon be abandoned, becauſe it wn nat ven Fumiſi the 
labourer with a ſubſiſtence. ' . 

All his ſucceſſors acknowledge, that this laſt part 0 
of his prediction is on the eve of being fulfilled; and 

| AND. abel, one of the moſt atrocious of the tas 
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* Craſſous, on the * March 1798. 
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cobins; has himſelf declared, that the Feld of France 
are tilled with the feoeat of misfortune *. 
The only public man who has lately hazarded a 
_ different language is Frangois de Neutchateau,: who; 
as miniſter of the interior, has recently addreſſed a 
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miſſive or circular letter to his agents ; wherein he | . 
ſays (4th Auguſt 1798), that © he revolution has pro- F 
cured apriculture every poffible advantage . TAY 1 

We have already taken a review of v hat it has don 
4 * Sad f ak . 2 why | * 

eee eee 4 be ed VOTE" FEY 71 
„One of. the moſt diſtingniſhed of the revolutionary writers, 1 
B. Conſtant, who has inceſſantly recommended to his countrymen' 1 
perſeverance in the ſacriſices they ſuffer, has alſo reſumed his pen 1 
at the commencement of the year 1798, to declare to their leaders, 1 

4 that the ſtrength of that nation has its limits, as well as that 1 
eſs to hope which has hitherto ſaſtained them; that they have 7 

deen conſtantly d;/appointed, although they have never oeaſed to re- 4 
new their ſacrifices; and that, worn out by the brevity of eve of 

\ thing that has exiſted, they can ſcarcely believe that which now Exiſts 8 
to be permanent. ; üs 1 | I 3% 
Such is the picture drawn by B. Conſtant in his laſt revolutionary 4 
oration, wherein, however, he aſſured his hearers, that he can/e of BY 
theſe evils no longer exiſts, and that the bottom of the: ſes in calm This 9 


academic harangue was, however, only the key to another, wherein | 
he had n that ihe revolution * calculated to produce the 
liberty of all, by leaving the property of each individual Ix \\10LABLE 
'+ This very man, e 32 he arrived at Seltz to jol in 1 
the conferences for peace, agreed with the municipality of that 4 
place, that he au around him many ruins, This very man, tooy when, | 1 
repreſenting to the farmers how much the revolution had done for 1 
them, complains and wonders, that © they pay to foreigu nations an ug 
alarming tribute for the purchaſe of wool, hemp, and many other 
articles, of which they ought to have a ſurplus to diſpoſe of.” He a 
has lately, in like manner, reproached them with their baneful 4 
fallotus, and the. numerous marſhes and heaths ſtill remaining in that 
extenſive. country. Te republic, he adds, in his paternal ſtvle, has 
7 3 yet ſe make at home; Nor will theſe be the leaſt brillient 
exploits, | > | 
It is 5 be remarked, that at the very time when this hypocrite 
Was endeavouring to concentrate the attention of the people on the 
conqueſts to be made at home, his colleagues were ſending out two fleets 
4 two armies for the conqueſt of Egypt and Ireland; the equip- 
ment of which had occaſioned all thoſe cruel ſezures and diſtreſles 


exerciſed by the garni/ers on the miſerable inhabitants of France. 
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| for thoſe-who have devoted themſelves to this ſpecies 


of induſtry ; but the better to appreciate the gratitude 
they owe to the faction which ſeized the reins of this 
revolution on the 18th Fructidor, we muſt take no- 
tice of two decrees, which form an 1 FRETS in nn 
nals of fiſcal tyranny and oppreſſion © 

The firſt of theſe is the decree of the gth Vende- 
miarre (3oth September 1797), in which, under pre- 
text of avoiding all arrears for the year vi. which had 
juſt commenced, it was enacted, that three fourths 
of the land- tax mould be paid in advance within the 
three firſt. montis; or, in other words, it exacted 
from the farmer the ſuperfluity of his trops, at the 
time when he was committing the ſeed which was to 


produce them to the earth. This was indeed more 


than fulfilling the French proverb, ſor it was eating 
the corn even before it was in blade. But this is not 
all; ſor it required theſe advances of thoſe who were 
taxed hipheft; of thoſe who, it had been acknow- 
ledged, were taxed not only above two thirds, but 
even four fifths of their income *. Such is the claſs 
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_ Of this- FEA the fourth and fifth articles are as follows — 
In order to accelerate the epocha when the daily receipts and ex- 


— A 


diture-ſhall balance, a ſum of ove hundred millions ſhall be paid 
by anticipation on the direct contributions of the year vr. 2 

One half of the perſons taxed, viz. thoſe who are taxed lights 
in each commune, ſhall be obliged to pay before the 1ſt Nivoſe 
(21 December 1707) la the amount of their land-tax, and 
the reſt of the perſons taxed,” one fourth. | The \temainder ſhalt 
be paid by equal inſtalments in the courſe of the nine following 
months. * 

This decree had been propoſed by a member of the Council of 
Elders, who, on the 2th of the precedi ng July, ſaid, „it would 
be an act of 4arbarity to the farmers to ſuffer the tax to accumulate 
in their hands; for all of them,” faid he, © are either indigent or 

rovident.” He thought it much more humane, it ſeems, to SAT 
from thele indigent men the produce of two harveſts in bne year? 


( 223.) 
bf men who were ordered to pay in, before the 21ſt 
December 4797, one half of- what the republic ap- 
propriated to itſelf out of the crops they hoped to 
reap in the autumn of 1798; and which, in all pro- 
bability, they will not be able to ſell till the ſpring 
of 1799. It is true, that as no man can be obliged 
to do what is impoſſible, notwithſtanding this decree, 


and all the achievements of the: garni/ers, theſe ad- 


vances have remained ſo much in arrears, that in the 
middle of the eleventh month of the year vi. the 
miniſter of finances addreſſed a thundering letter to 
the adminiſtrations of the departments, reproaching 
them bitterly, “that at a time when at leaſt two 


thirds of the land-tax of the year vi. ought, to 


have been paid in, 191,769,182 livres ſtill remained 
pvE *.“ Such is, and always muſt be, the reſult of 
taxes that cannot be paid. This law has only pro- 
cured the Directory thirteen or fourteen millions i in 
eleven months: it has alſo given them a legal title 
to ſend forth their garniſers againſt every one who is 
in arrear, and who dares openly to ſpeak againſt 
them, Hence it is evident, that theſe officers are 


become a moſt powerſul lever in their hands, and * 


that theſe men ſorm a new political order in the 
French republic. 

Ihe ſecond decree alluded to, is that for a mulitary 
conſcription, ordering a new levy of 200,000 youths, 
In the debates on this law 1t was not even attempted 
to be concealed, that it would bear principally on 
thoſe farmers who had, during four years, been in- 
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This letter was dated the 4th of Auguſt, + - 
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() 
dulged by ſpecial favour with keeping at home Heir 
only fons; nutorioig iy Roten to be working at the plough. 
Will it be believed, that only two depüties Yared to 
raiſe ſome ſeruples as to the expediency of this mea- 
ſure ?—# Ns doubt,” faid tlie firſt, . foldiers are 
neceffary to the exiſtence of the republic: but, at the 
ame tm; tos imſt not ſacrifice every other claſs of men.“ 
Remember,“ ſaid the (cond; „to what a' tate 
of miſery the execution of the law paſſed in 1793 
reduced avaſt number of farmers who had only one 
ſon, and who, by the Toſs of that ſon, remained 
deſtitute of helpmates, and even of the means of 
ſubſiſtence.“ Here he was interrupted by murmurs, 
and Savary filenced him by ſaying, « The propoſal 
of the laſt ſpeaker tends to ſubvert the very foundation 
of the Law which is the ſubject of deliberation. What 
he infifts on amounts to the rejection of the law it- 
felt,“ The former ſpeaker, however, dared not perſiſt, 
and the law Was ſandtioned; but he had faid enough 
to ſhow, that its fundamental principle was to take 
away by force ſrom the peaſantry their only /ous, whom 
they bad till then been permitted to retain, and whoſe 
forced departute will leave their parents Je/iture of 
Jelpmitter anti of Jubſſterce, Suth' was tlie language 
held in the debates of the two Councils at the very 
time when the miniſter of tlie interior was reminding 
the inhabitants of tlie country that he revolution had 
procured Agriculture every. poſſible advantage *® 
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The miniſter of war, when inſtructing his commiſſaries and 
agents rigorouſly. to enforce the new requiſition, took care to repre · 
ſent it as that which would decide the /ucce/s of the negotiations fo 
peace, and expreſſed his concern © at being forced by circumſtances 
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The liſt of the evils it has cauſed to the peaſantry 
of France would not, however, be complete, were 
we to omit mentioning the quack doors and con- 
jurers, the ignorant and venal judges who have been 
ſabſtituted for the parliaments, and the pretended 
lawyers who combine with theſe new judges to devour 
the ſubſtance of the people, by perpetuating the 
innumerable lawſuits that have ariſen from the re- 
volution. | ; 

It is certain, that fince the country people have 
been deprived of their prieſts, who were either maſ- 
ſacred- or. tranſported, they have ſubſtituted in. their 
place aſtrologers and fortune-tellers, who induce 
them to believe in, witchcraft. Of this the admini- 
ſtration of Bapaume officially complained to the le- 
giſlative body, and declared, that he/e aftrologers in- 
troduce diſcord and misfortune into private families s. 

Hitherto we have only ſpoken of the ravages com- 


mitted in the armies by the pretended officers of health; 


where, as. Vitet aſſerts, they /cem 10 conſpire with the. 
cruellaſt enemies of the republic for the deftrudtion of 


republican ſoldiers. But we muſt not imagine that 


the military hoſpitals were the only ſcenes of aſſaſſina- 


tion which that reporter meant to denounce; he alſo 


complained, that theſe empirics began to ravage both the 


towns and country places; and his colleague Baraillon 
aſſerted, that when they returned into France, they 
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to put an end to the protection (le pryuiſoire ) granted to men uſeful in 

agriculture and the arts.” Was it then but provi/orily that a promiſe 

was made en ye who ſhould marry, that they ſhould be 

exempt from enliſting for the army? 
See the Moniteur of the » 5th December 1 796. 
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#utilated children in the cradle, under pretext that 
ſome operation was nn to the inn of 
their lives.” 

Another lefs VILE Wb. in moſt country 
places, a no leſs baneful evil, ariſes from thoſe new 
republican judges whom the Directory reproach with 
venality and intrigue. Theſe judges demand enormous 
fees, and their ignorance is ſtill more prejudicial than 
their venality, by continually rendering it neceſſary to 
Fecommence proceedings which their ons cp: nas 
rendered null and void *. 

But what ſtill further e medi is the 
ſwarm of locuſts, who, under the new name of /egiftes 
and avorts, have uſurped the places of advocates and 
attornies. In fact,“ ſaid Riou, on the 25th Octo- 
ber 1997, it is evident, that the chicanery which 
| ſeemed to be deſtroyed by the revolution is revived 
with more activity, more art, and more rapacity, than 
ever; that diſhoneſty, ignorance, and deceit, ſurround 
every avenue to the tribunals; and that there being 
now no ſtated fees, nor any limits in making charges, 
theſe locuſts daily lay the citizens under contributiun 
an e , ür the bar was 3 to certain 
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See the ſpeech of Geniffieux, in the Moniteur of the 29th Janu- 
ary 1798, No. 281, herein he alleged this as an argument for 
increaſing the ſalaries / of the juſtices of peace, obſerving, * 
it was ſhameful that 1&{s ſhould be allowed them than to a clerk ; 
that the expenſe incurred by this-increaſe of their ſalaries would 
be b by the diminution of coſts in the proceedings.” See 
alſo the ſpeech of the Deputy Legier, in the Moniteur of the 12th 
September following, when he reproached the civil judges. “ with 
not being familiarly acquainted with the proceedings, and with com- 
mitting irregularities which often occaſioned appeals, and the recom- 
mencement of a ſyit-before a new tribunal, where,another j Jury muſt 
be ſummoned and new witneiles called.“ 


* 


A * 
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regulations, but now the mo? unbounded licentionhneſs 
reigns there under the name and pretext of liberty.“ 

\ To form an idea of the enormous amount of the 
contributions under which theſe locuſts lay the country 
places, we muſt reflect on the millions of lawſuits 
full pending to regulate the value in ſpecie of tranſ- 
actions in paper; lawſuits which the legiſlative body 
itſelf renders endleſs, by continually enacting new 


explanatory laws always more and more obſcure *. 
Theſe added to the diſorder of the finances, which 


obliges the revenue to ſeize the laſt chattel of the 


inhabitants of the country, and make them drop the 
ſeveat of misfortune, Theſe untortunate people are fill 
contending with the unbounded licentiouſneſs of | that 
chicanery which they thought had been quãſhed. Such 
is at this day the condition of a nation which flattered 
ſelf the golden age was returning. i een 

Notwithſtanding this too faithful picture, I will 
not aſſert that no individual diſtrict can be found, at 
a diſtance from the theatre of war, where the pea - 
ſantry and yeomanry may appear rather to have gained 


than loſt by the revolution; either becauſe they were 


oppreſſed by ſuch of the ſeudal rights as were really 


_ > a— . * 1 *— _ 


an idea of the number of theſe lawſuits, by aſſuring them, © that 
every one who enjoyed the rights of a citizen had at leaft one ſuit, 


either as plaintiff or as defendant. This,“ added he, amounts ta 


x to nine millions of lawſuits, and completely ruins thoſe in- 


dividuals.” Theſe lawſuits throw whole families into diſtreſs, and 
the tribunals are inceſſantly applying to the legiſlative body to con- 


ſult them on ſome unforeſeen caſe, demanding à new ſcale and a 
new law—* Let us cloſe this infernal box, cried- Dedelay ou the 


zoth May 1798, when it was again under diſcuſſion. It would in- 


deed have been far eafier never to have opened the i»fernal box of 
the aſlignats than it will be to cloſe it. 


t 


In the ſitting of the 4th October, Legendre gave his colleagues 
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| tytanuical or becauſe they perſiſt in not. paying either 
tmeir rent, their taxes, or their ground rent; ſor it 
muſt be acknowledged, there are ſome diſtricts where 
no troops are quartered, and where no garner has 
yet dared to act. But of what import are a few in- 
: dividual exceptions in the midft of this vaſt heap of 
ruins ? | 
Nor do I deny, that by omitting to extend the law 
of the maximum to living cattle, many young beaſts 
eſcaped the requifitions for the armies, and were ſaved 
from ſlaughter. Nor am I ignorant that, rather than 
accept the paper which would have been paid for 
theſe- cattle, a great number of the yeomanry have 
found it anſwer better to keep them alive; and that 
in the interval the ſmall cattle have ſo multiplied, 
that only thoſe fit for draught, or for the plough, are 
dear or ſcarce. It is equally true, that during three 
or four years the non-payment, or rather, if you pleaſe, 
the illuſory. payment of the rent and taxes, had 
procured the country places a momentary affluence; 
and that the inhabitants having, as it were, an in- 
ſtinctive preſentiment of the fate of theſe ideal me- 
diums, retained more objects of- real value than the 
inhabitants of the towns. It is alſo true, that many 
of the latter have taken to huſbandry when manu- 
factures were deſtroyed; that women, and even 
children, have, in many parts, done the work of 
men in the buſineſs of farming ; and that the day- 
labourers, being better paid and better fed than for- 
merly, have performed their work with more alaority. 
It. is alſo true, that the moſt bloody. anarchy. cannot 
render any country wholly fteril. But the depoputa-- 
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non of France; the devaſtations of war; the uni- 
verſal deſtruction of the ſtuds of horſes; the dearneſs 
of beaſts of burden, as well as of iron and all the 
utenſils of huſbandry; the diminution of the quantity 


of manure ; the perſecutions ſuffered by the richer |. 


yeomanry ; the long decay of all the buildings and 
manufactories relative to agriculture; the increaſe of 
the number of ſmall farming landholders; the bad 
ſtate of the roads; the enormity of the taxes at pre- 
ſent laid on land; the exactions of the garniſers who 

collect them; the colluſions of the gardes champetres; 
the conflagrations in the departments of the weſt; 
where the farmers are ſtill, perhaps, petitioning for 
the reſtoration of their implements of huſbandry; the 


fall in the value of land; the high rate of intereſt ; 


the low. price of produce; the general impoveriſh- 
ment of the conſumers in the towns ; the annual re- 


newal of thoſe primary afſemblies which periodically 


agitate the people, and take them from their buſineſs; 


the quartering of ſoldiers; their infolence in conſe- 


quenee of their victories; the new levies, by means of 
which even their only /ons- are taken away from the 
farmers; / the ſcarcity. of hands, and of money, for 
getting in the harveſt ; the increaſe of wolves, which 
commit the greateſt: ravages in mountainous coun» 
tries; the great number of plundering chauffeurs and 
of banditti, who/:ſcour the plains, and exceed even 


Ihe Wolves in ferocity : and laſtly and principally, the 
confiſcation of eſtates, and the continual inſecurity of - 
thoſe who have preſerved theirs : all:theſe evils united 
have inflicted on the agriculture of France the deepeſt = 
wounds. It will be long, very long, before theſe 
| | x | | 
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( 130 ) 
wounds are healed; nor can they even be palliated, 
but by reſtoring property to all its ancient rights; for 
that alone can fertilize and enrich an empire. 

Yet if this great act of juſtice were perſormed by 
degrees, and without convulſions; if, at the fame 
time, the landholders were called on to enjoy that 
political weight and influence which is their due, and 
without which they cannot have the leaſt ſecurity ; 
if theſe landholders are yet worthy to have a conſti- 
tution which may, in ſome meaſure, render them 
bondſmen for each other's property; if they are re- 
lieved of the greater part of the enormous tax which 
muſt, ſooner or later, render the country unfruitſul; 
this nation is ſo well diſpoſed to forget the paſt, to 
be heedleſs with regard to the preſent, and to indulge 
hopes for the future, that all theſe injuries will not 
excite in them half ſo much diſcouragement as the 
leaſt of their iniquities would have produced in Eng- 
land. Yes, I inſiſt that if property is ever re-eſtabliſhed 
on its proper baſis, we need not be ſurpriſed to be- 


hold them devote themſelves with eagerneſs to agri- 
culture. In that object would the hands that eſcape 
the deſtruction of war, or were formerly employed 


in manuſactories that have been annihilated, be im- 
mediately employed. The fineneſs of their climate 
would co-operate with their exertions, and being re- 
duced: by poverty to limit themſelves in their con- 
ſumption, and to forbear from foreign as well as do- 
meſtic luxuries, the inhabitants would by degrees 


regularly fupply | themſelves” with all their wants. 
This, no doubt, muſt be a work of time; but with 
peace abroad, and order at home, that period miglit 


| { * 

arrive ſooner than can be expected. Thus then I do 

not imagine, as Pelet declared four years fince, that 
the tree of reproduction has been deftroyed to the very 
root. This hyperbole is allowable in a Frenchman, 
who beheld the agriculture of his native country ſur- 

rounded on every fide with ruins, and who had in- 
ceſſantly cried aloud for peace: but what excuſe can 
be offered for the Directory, who, when ſoliciting 
new ſubſidies for the prolongation of this diſaſtrous 
war, have dared to affure the inhabitants of e 
that their reſources are entire? 

No, I cannot contain myſelf when I contemplate 
this unparalleled impofture. And do you dare ftill 
to tell your nation, that the reſources of France are 
entire? On what objects can you fix your eyes while 


uttering this gigantic falſehood ? On what objects? 


—Ah ! doubtleſs, on thofe ſtandards drenched in hu- 
man gore which wave above your heads in your hall 
of audience, where your miniflers and your warriors 
come to drink, like you, of the poiſon of falſe 
glory, and call it victory. Oh! turn from thoſe de- 
luſive trophies, whoſe momentary triumphs are ob- 
ſcured by the immenſity of the ſacrifice they have 


coſt your country: Oh! tear away thoſe ſplendid: 


veils to the miſery and wretchedneſs in which you 
have immerſed for a long period of years the gene- 
ration that is groaning under your tyranny ang op- 
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+7 .. CHAPTER IV. 


The former Profperity of the French Colonies, and their 


preſent Deſolation. 


Or all the writers who have treated of the import- 
ance of the French Weſt India iſlands and their pro- 
duce, M. Necker had the beſt opportunity of collect- 
ing authentic documents. He declares, that the ba- 
lance of about ſeventy millions of livres, which the 
French annually gained by- their trade with foreign 


countries, was entirely. attributable to their colonial 


commadities, and the ſale of them abroad to the 
annual amount of ſeventy or ſeventy-five millions “: 
from which it appears, that if they had not had ſuch 


a ſurplus of ſugars, coffees, and indigoes, for ſale, 
in lieu of their balance with foreign nations, amount- 


pr 
— — 


. * The Abbe Ra nal, who wrote with moſt authentic documents 
before him, and who deſerves gur confidence in all his ſtatements 
relative to theſe commodities, informs us, that in 1775 the iſlands of 


_ the 2 archipelago of America produced annually as follows: 
pai 


To n fifteen millions of livres; to Denmark eight; to Holland 
thirty; to England eighty-two; and to France 126; ſo that the Weſt 
India poſſeſſions of the latter were nearly as profitable as thoſe of the 
four others together. On inveſtigating this account ſtill further, we 
find, that at that time St. Domingo alone ſupplied nearly four fifths 


of theſe 126 millions, or twelve millions more than all the Engliſh 


iſlands together, On inſpecting the ſubſequent tables of its produce, 
we perceive, that it had increaſed by above one third during the 
eleven following years; and that, in 1986, it amounted to 131 


millions. The Abbe Raynal had therefore ſufficient reaſon to call 


this iſland the fineff /ettlement in the new world; and it would not, 
perhaps, be difficult to prove, that this colony alone was as productive 
to France as the trade and territorial revenue of the Eaſt Indies are 
to the Britiſh empire, | | ts 
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ing to ſeventy mill ons in their favour, it would have 
been four or five millions againſt them. It would 
have been ſeventeen millions againſt them according 
to Echaſseriaux “, and even thirty, if we may rely 
on the . regiſters. eftcemed the moſt WR 1 mean 
thoſe of the year 1787. 

Me may obſerve, that previous to Cling 1 Eu- 


rope the ſugar they received from the Antilles, the 


French refined it themſelves, and thus enjoyed the 
treble profit of the planter, the carrier, and the re- 


finer. We may alſo obſerve, that the vaſt number 


of ſhips employed in this important navigation formed 
a nurſery of feamen for that kingdom, which pro- 
cured it the ſecond rank among maritime powers, 

Such were the principal advantages which: the 
French derived from their colonies ; advantages of 
which M. Necker. conjured them never t0-loe fight, 
that they might not neglect that ſource of proſperity through 
ignorance of its trut baſis and foundations. It was not 


without reaſon that he was thus ſtrenuous to point them 


out, for the ſect of the economiſts were endeavouring 
to perſuade the nation, that the loſs of thoſe colonies 
would be a gain, and that by renouncing them; and 
direcling their attention excluſively to domeſtic agri- 
culture, the country would be richer, more populous, 
and more powerful; and would ſell to ſoreign nations 


what they now diſpoſe: 458 to their colonies, N. 
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in your favour. Your exportation will then be 210 millions againſt $f 
2273 and therefore the loſs of your trade with other nations is evidently 


venteen. It is therefore a ffriking truth, that your colonial com- 


modities alone procured you the e 
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( 134 )) 

-« Why muſt I dwell ſo long,” faid M. Necker, © on 
aſſertions ſo lightly advanced? But what would be 
the conſequence, if, by neglecting theſe invaluable 
poſſeſſions, or by entirely loſing them, France ſhould 
forfeit. the commercial balance in her fayour, which 
ſhe annually acquires by the exportation of her colo- 
nial commodities ? What would be the conſequence 
were ſhe obliged even to purchaſe of foreign nations 
that portion of theſe very commodities which ſhe 
wants for her own conſumption ? Such a REvoLUTION 
would annually draw out of France more nr 
than is now imported into it, &c. 

This revolution, however, is arrived; and to calculate 
its effects, we muſt aſcertain, if poſſible, what theſe 
rich farms cultivated in America by [Africans pro- 
duced to their former poſſeſſors in Europe. Although 
Echaſsẽriaux and Vaublanc have valued the total of 
their. ſhipments to the mother country at a 50 millions 
of livres, this is evidently exaggerated. The former 
has even indulged in a much greater hyperbole, by 
advancing that the French diſpoſed of colonial commo- 
.dities to the amount of one ſumdreũ and ſeventy millions 
'm-their:trade with foreign nations; but he forgot, no 
doubt, that it was common in France to evade the 
duties paid on Weſt India produce, by declaring 
many conſignments as: tended for e, 

Which were, in fact, conſumed in the country. 
I think I take a fair eng 0 6b 
\mallions the average value of the annual raw produce 
| Ahipped | from all the colonies to France for a- few 
+yeats- immediately preceding the revolution. 1 add, 
by way of conjecture, that of this, one half was eon · 


| | (- 135 ) 
ſumed within the country, and the other half re- 
exported. This extends the ſale to thirty-five millions 
beyond the Abbé Raynal and M. Necker; but we 
ſpeak here of the years 1786, 1787, 1788, and 1789, 
in which the trade of France was moſt flouriſhing. 

Such are the terms in which Arnould lately ex- 
prefled himſelf *, and his confeflion is truly memo- 
rable, becauſe the æra of the m flouriſhing trade 


of which he ſpeaks was preciſely that when it was at- 
tempted to perſuade his countrymen, that they were 
completely miſerable and ill governed; and that to 4 
be elevated to the high ſtation to which their powers J 
and their genius gave them a claim, the empire and ö 
her colonies muſt be adminiſtered on principles en- . 


tirely new. 3 | | 

Let us now ſee what has been the reſult of the 
adoption of theſe new principles; and fince St. Do- : 
mingo alone contributed nearly two thirds ꝙ of the 1 
magnificent catalogue of the Weſt Indian importa- | 
tions of France, we ſhall chiefly confine ourſelves to x 
that iſland, which Barbe Marbois has repreſented as f 
the moſt flouriſhing colony that ever exiſted : and he was 

the more worthy of credit, as he had once been ad- 
miniſtrator of it. He ſays, ©, that not only its re- 
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In his Syſſeme Politique et Maritime des Europ dem. 
F In the report delivered by Perree on the 24th December 2797 
he aſſerted, © that in 1787 the produce of St. Domingo amounted 
to 187 millions, and in 1790 to 195 millions.“ But it is evident; 
he ſpeaks of ſo much currency, though he has not the candour to 
tay 1o; for the exportations from St. Domingo, when in its higheſt 
Tplendour, have never exceeded 130 millions of livres Tournois, 
which are equal to 195 millions currency. Theſe calculations too 
+ depend much on the market price of colonial commodities, which 
have conſiderably increaſed ſince tlie periods when the Abbe.Raynal 
and M. Necker wrote, 5 i 
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(136 )/ 
venue was ſufficient ſor all the expenſes of its go- 
vernment, but that it furniſhed a ſurplus ſufficient 
for opening great roads, building bridges, conſtruct- 
ing aqueducts, digging canals, bringing water from 
great diſtances into the towns, diſtributing it by means 
of public fountains, oppoſing the ſea by commodious 
Janet building many uſeſul edifices, &c. - | 
- Miſerable - remembrances l Almoſt all theſe fine 
monuments of French induſtry. have been deſtroyed 
either by their own hends or by their ſlaves, to whom 
they" ſent forth” liberty like a whirlwind of deſtruc- 
tion]! But we will leave to their own legiſlators the 
mournſul taſk of writing this hiſtory, which is at once 
0 ſhocking: to humanity, and ſo little known! + 
On the 2gth December 1796 Bourdon ſaid, % The 
genius of \ditcord:bas' hovered over [the iſland of. St. 
Domingo ever fince the revolution... The different 
tribes of its inhabitants have armed and defiroyed 
each other *. The committee, of which he was 
chairman, had juſt quoted ſome of the crimes which 
accompanied thoſe alternate maſſacres. They had 
declared that theſe exceeded the. powers. of imagination, 
| while at the 4 time they brought up Papers, the 
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* — declared that this goal extermination had reduced 
lation of the French of the iſland to leſs than 900 

rd. — or about half its r number; an aſſertion which no 
one ——. attempted to contradict: but ſoon after the 18th Fructidor, a 
deputy named 128 Vaux certified, © that, including 1 19,000 inbabit- 
ants: of the part which formerly ed to Spain, St. Domingo 
contains a population of 800, oo. This is double the number that 
efniſted at tos time of abe cenſus in eden M. = 
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( 197 ) 
reading of which they declared would make their huis 


to fland on end. My pen refuſes to blot my page with : L 
the horrid tale. They may be found in the Moni- 1 
teur of the 13 t. November 1796, and we may de- 1 


rive a faint idea of them from the following ar by 
Vaublanc ſome months after : 
« Yes, the bright luminary that fertilizes the 

| and of St. Domingo, has ſhone upon ſucli hortid 1 
actions as the mind is afraid to dwell on, and hurries 4 
over with precipitation. It has beheld a new ſpecies 4 
of victims in that moſt intereſting part of the human bf 
race. It has beheld a tribe of miſcreants who have 
exhibited to mankind a crime which ſo many philo- p 
ſophers believed impoſſible, that of man 1 the 
blood of man, and devouring his fleſh.“ Se 

© Such has been the work of theſe friends tb the 7 ne- 
troes, theſe pretended French philanthropiſts, who 
preach up the common happineſs of mankind ! Such 


have been the fatal conſequences within the tropics, of 
the declaration of rights, which came like thunder to 4 
break the ' fetters of the Africans, and ſaddenly to a 


raiſe to the extreme of political equality a debaſed 
caſt, whom it would even have been difficult to pre- f 
pare, by flow degrees, for perſonal emancipation. The F 
ſame Vaublanc, while contemplating the threefold 
impoſſibility of either cancelling that fatal charter, 
of explaining it to them, or of bringing tliem back 
to ſübordination and to labour, exclaimed, . We 
have deſtroyed our colonies by vain, metaphyſical dif- 
Auiſitions, and rendered thoſe, who cultivated them 
tall more miſerable than they were before. In fut, 
Wwe no enger Poſſeſs them ; and 3 weeping 
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( 138 ) 
| n rejects with indignation the inſenſate ban 
mage we haye offered her. The loſs of the colonies. 
expoſes us to the neceſſity of annually paying to the 
reſt of Europe that tribute which we ourſelves re- 
_ ceived before the revolution. Me myſt neceſſarily either. 
adopt the manners of the e, or fer at our 

preſent ſituatiunmn. 
On the 314 May 179275 * Villaret aid, 

c“ Our trade, our navy, and our finances, are united 

by every poſſible tie with the exiſtence and proſperity 

of our colonies. It is the devaſtators and execu- 

tioners of theſe that have ruined the 50,000 families 

who are ſtarving for want of work in our principal 

ports. Tis they that have robbed our mariners of 

thoſe means of inſtruction which rendered them the 

rivals and the conquerors of the Engliſh ſailors. 
185 Tis they that have exhauſted the channels by which 
"ll life and riches flowed in immenſe abundance into 
=. Nantes, Bourdeaux, Rouen, Havre, and L'Orient, and 
thence circulated through all the veins of internal com- 

munication. Reflect on the innumerable advantages 

we derived from the colonies: reflect that within the 
laſt ſeventy years they have almoſt doubled our ſpecie 

ks} Land can we be ſurpriſed at this, when the annual 
1 44 iümports and exports of their produce amounted to 
74 ; | | 160 millions? The mother country. annually exported 
* to them commodities to the amount of ſeventy- eight 
oy millions, forty millions of which conſiſied of manu- 
Fade The ind of St. Domingo produced to 


4 4 


26 * "e i * RF =y #4 4 Fi - — 2 4 » Chas as 4s . . - 
& * * 2 F + — EIN 8 -—_ 5 
4 Dr * 4 * * * r — 
* — * 0 4 33 * . . 
8 2 g v9 oy 8 4 _ . 2 
„ 7 - | alba 2 * 2 2 - 
s 2 pre N 0 . mY os 
q as r AS HE SI. — * — — = 
N 3 — — — — 


2 tak 2 — — - : —_— 
"ad" + x n 
4 * "hs JF ar ge © 5 

* ——" - 0 g 

* 2 by 4 4 


fat „ Beſides theſe forty millions In the manufottures of france, the 
=_ - ar annually took wines and brandies to the amount of ſix or 
4 | {even millions, and flour to nearl the ſame: value. The reſt * 
5 * was the produce of the continent of America. 
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France ' more than any four of her fineſt ſettlements — 
Should the genius of finance multiply reſtraints and 
prohibitions at will, ſhould it levy indirect taxes to 
any amount, and aſſeſs the very air that a free nation 
breathe, how can it fill up ſo vaſt a blank? or how 
replace ſuch important reſources ? Yet never were re- 
ſources ſo needful; Do not deceive yourſelves. Tax 
"THRONE or LIBERTY 18 EXPENSIVE. | Let us beware 
of | imagining we may diſpenſe with our colonies. 
Their produce is abſolutely neceſſary to our finances, 
and their commodities are become objeds of firſt necęſ- 


_ fity. ' While we had colonies, it was with the ſuper- 


fluity of our produce and manufactures that we paid 
for their commodities. ' But now we pay to the nations 


of Europe the tribute they formerly brought to us. It is 


with our gold that we purchaſe the produce of the 


Engliſh colonies. Thus do we at once impoveriſn 


ourſelves and enrich our enemies. Prohibitions would 
be uſeleſs, for avarice eludes every barrier. Hove 
you calculated how many years we fall be able to bear 
this conflant draining of our ſpecie®” | 


a Nor is it perhaps an unimportant remark, that the 


0 | N | 1 * 
As Admiral Villaret ſpoke from the regiſter of the cuſtom - houſes 
in the colonies, and as a great deal of contraband trade was there car- 
ried on, we have every reaſon to believe their importations amounted 
to above ſeventy-eight millions. To form a juſt idea of this we muſt 
add, firſt the ya 
the 20 or 25, ooo negroes annually imported into the colonies; and, 
'2dly, the ſums remitted to the iſlands by the miniſter of marine, for the 
expenſes of the civil and military eſtabliſhments. By comparing theſe 
three circumſtances, we may preſume that during the five years'that 
— the revolution, te net income of the planters, whether inha- 
iting the iſlands or reſiding in Europe, amounted to about ove hundred 
millions, after defraying the expenſes of cultivation, the maintenance 
ob the negroes, and that of the white agents employed in managing 
their eſtates, + e © 1191p. 
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64 
economiſts, obſerving the calamities ſuffered by the 
colonies, took advantage of the opportunity to per- 
ſuade their countrymen, that it was a very trifling ob- 
jet to France to recover the fugar iſlands. Such is the 
poſition which Dupont attempted to ſupport, and it 
has been already ſtated, that this was one of the fa- 
vourite dogmas of his ſect. It is true, that to avoid 


being accuſed of recurring to this as a conſequence 


of his on particular ſyſtem, he was very careful to 


add, that it was inconſiſtent with their new principles 
of liberty to cultivate them. But it is ſtill more re- 


markable, that the majority of the French writers, 
who had adopted this doctrine at a time when the 


Hands were in their higheſt ſplendour and proſperity, 


rejected it with indignation when they had loſt them, 


and ſrom the time when Dupont proved that it was 7 


longer in their power to retake them :* and while the 


- wits'of Paris endeavoured to filence him by that cele- 


brated verſe, Which tile preſent war will TE more 
and more 8 to be I; 1 


| Le trident de Neptune eſt le ſceptre du moods. 
Great Neptune” 5 trident 6 tie ſubject world, 


— —— — 


n ſenſe replied to his arguments, that with- 
out colonies there would be no merchants ſhips, and 


without merchants” ſhips there would be no marine: 
and Barbe Marbois inceſſantly proclaimed, that if 
France ſhould loſe both theſe, ſhe muſt renounce all 


her indlyence in the affairs. of Europe, and fink into 


$35» Sf 487 


Thus did that nation TIE to open their eyes to 
the importance of their colonies after they were loſt; 


5 


i 
thus was the picture of their deſtruction gradually 
unfolded in that ſenate, which had ſome time before 


iſſued the decree that lighted up the conflagration of 
deſtruction in the edifice of colonial proſperity. What 


ſtill more horrid details ſhould we not have had to 


tranſcribe, if the principal reports on the colonial af. 


fairs had not been read in /ecret committees ? Hence 
the particulars here related could only be collected 
from the debates which almoſt immediately preceded 
the 18th Fructidor; but no ſooner was that conteſt 
decided, than the victorious party ſeemed to be alarmed 

at the publicity of theſe debates; and whether to 
quiet their colleagues, or to affect to be themſelyes 


free from uneaſineſs, Borgnes, who was one of the 
devaſtators of St. Domingo, aſſured them that this 


publicity would give England a moſt powerful blow, 
Sie trembled, ſaid he, with fear from the day when fhe 
learned that you were about to tear away the weil which 
concealed from your eyes the true flate of the colonies, | 

He evidently alluded to that menace ſo- frequently 


repeated at Paris, that the emancipation f the negroes 
being a | proclamation of liberty to all the flaves in the 
- Antiiles, the ſubverſion of all the Engliſh ſettlements 
would produce a full compenſation to France. As 


yet, however, moſt of them have but the more rapidly 
advanced. in the career of proſperity... The wiſdom 
of the Britiſh parliament, in lieu of at once conſti- 


tuting their negroes a political and civil order of men, 
has deemed it wiſer to meliorate the condition f 


their ſlaves, by gradually introdueing impediments 
to; nen importations, and thus accelerating the 
a, when without ruining. the planters, who have 
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(142 ) | 
brought the iſlands into their preſent flouriſhing flate, 
they may. for ever prohibit this odious traffic in human 
fleſh. Were there any Engliſhman anxious to preci- 
pitate this deſirable event of the emancipation of the 
Naves, let him reflect on the following confeſſion of 
Creuze Latonche, one of the wildeſt of the adven- 
turers, to whom the French nation have delegated 
the right of trying new legiſlative experiments If 
you would defire a coneluſive example of the neceſ- 
ſity of choofing proper opportunities for our meaſures, 
you will find it in the calamitous and bloody hiſtory 
of one of the moſt important of our colonies. It 
cannot be denied, that the injuſtice of their former 


: Rate was ſhocking and unpardonable, both with re- 
gard to the Jaws, and the men who lived under them: 


but a propoſition too abruptly adopted, although in- 


conteſtably founded in the moſt ſacred principles of 


juſtice, has produced the moſt dreadful conſequences. 
It muſt ever be lamented, that on the diſcuſſion of this 
important queſtion, crimes and folly borrowed the ar- 
guments of the keeneſt ſenſibility, and leaving probity 
and wiſdom to bear the odium of oppoſition, publicly 
aſſumed the praiſe of the moſt heroic diſintereſtedneſs 
and the moſt intrepid virtue. We have ſince felt 
what humanity has ſuffered from this zeal; which, 
whether ſincere or falſe, was certainly blind, and fatal, 
not only to the intereſts of mankind at large, but even 


to its own.” es 


Thus did this Jacobin “ ſpeak even within a week 


s dof HT a 
* He had been, anticipated by Vaublanc, who drew a picture of 
the dreadful conſequences of the emancipation of the negroes : for 
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"Ks firſt care on taking his ſeat in the legiſlative body, was to inſorm 
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of the victory of the 18th Frudtidor, in which he 
took ſo diſtinguiſhed a part, and till then no deputy 
of that party had ventured to ſupport the Directory. 
Yet at that juncture they had the effrontery to write to 
the two Councils, that in all their orders to their 
agents in the colonies, they had preſerved their adhe- 
rence to PRINCIPLE, and a great RESPECT for property. 
The ſame party, however, defended theſe agents 


— 


them that the ſlaves were every where abandoning agriculture: © Their 
cry,“ ſaid he, © is, that the / belongs to them, and that they will 
no longer permit a fingle white man to exift there, While they ſwear 
the moſt ferocions hatred againſt the whates, that is, againſt the true 
Frenchmen, they are waging a cruel war among themſelves. Alter- 
nately tyrants and the victims of tyranny, they outrage the firſt feel - 
ings of human nature, and renouncing the ſofteſt affections of the 
heart, /ell their own children to the Engl/h.” 
This diſcovery, that the „ when they became French citizens, 
fold their own children, was the anſwer by which this orator reſolved 
the queſtion he had ſet out by aſking— Ave the negroes happier tian 
before ? | 


But Vaublanc himſelf had been alſo anticipated by General Ro- 


_ © chambeau, who, as ſoon as he arrived in St. ingo, wrote in the 


following terms to the miniſter of the marine: I do not heſitate to 
foretel, that after having given liberty to the blacks, and put arms in 
their hands, wwe fall be obliged to make war on them to bring them 
hack to agriculture. There is no liberty in this i/and but for Afri- 
can commanders and creoles, who 4i/po/e of the reſt of the ſpecies 
like Seafts of burden. | ; | 
The five men who at this day govern France, well know that this 
is the natural diſpoſition of all thoſe who ſuddenly arrive at the poſ- 
ſeſſion of power, or of ſlaves who become maſters, © 


Deterius nihil eſt: humili, dum ſurgit in altum: 
Cuncta ferit dum cuncta timet, deſevit in omnes, 
Ut ſe poſſe credant. Nec bellua tetrior ulla 


Quan ſervi rabies, in libera terga furentis. 


: | «44 
CLavup. in Mer. RR 


© The above diſpatch was the cauſe of General Rochambeau's being 
recalled and diſgraced. He was ſucceeded by African generals, whom 


the miniſter Truguet congratulated on lei farce/s. The Saturnalia 


of St, Domingo ſtill continue, as well as thoſe of Paris, which they 
event exceed in horror and barbarit 7x7. 
c T6 Crne 
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after the 18th Fructidor, and ſeemed entirely to cre- 
dit the official diſpatch of one of them named Rai- 
mond, who wrote from St. Domingo to the miniſters, 
that “ if they would obtain 30,000 mules from the 

Spaniſh government in that iſland, with the happy. d 

Poſition then prevailing, that colony would, in leſs than 

- fiw-years, become more flouriſhing than ever,” | 

It was the more important that this ſhould be be- 
lieved, as the Directory had formed a reſolution to 
ſubject the colonies to the ſame taxes as the mother 
country, and as their partiſans propoſed to eſtabliſh a 
land-tax there: an idea which till then had not been 
adopted by any one, not even by the economiſts 
themſelves. 

This novel idea was © SEW. 33 by the 
Deputy Borgnes, on whoſe account Sonthonax, the 
commiſſary of the Directory, of whom we ſhall oſten 
have occaſion to ſpeak in the ſollowing pages, had 

created the place at St. Domingo of Supermtendant and 
Cuniroller. general of the Finances. This ſame con- 
troller- general, in a printed memoir, boaſted of being 
called the Marat of the Antilles, and, turning to ad- 
vantage the fiſcal knowledge he had there acquired, 
fully ſatisfied his colleagues by ſaying at his return 
I am juſt arrived from the colonies. Their preſent 
planters will never confider themſelves as Frenchmen, 
as republicans, or as recogniſed by you as children 

of the ſame country, unleſs they pay taxes. They 
will not conſider liberty as perfectly eſtabliſhed till 
:they:ſhare the burdens:of- the ſtate, They retain for 
theniſelves a fourth of the raw produce of the plant- 
ations they cultivate as farmers of the nation, On 
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this. part of the produce they will pay the ada 
pleaſure.” 

Echaſſeriaux alone bad the courage to expoſe theſe _ 
new impoſturcs, and brave the reſentment of the Di- 
rectory by ſounding the tocſin of alarm againſt theſe 
extortions. © Oppreſſed Sicily,” ſaid he, © will for 
ever cry aloud for vengeance againſt the government 
of Rome. We do not wiſh our colonies to offer a 
fimilar ſcandal to mankind, or that the agents of our 
colonies, free from every reſtraint, ſhould be tempted 
to become the imitators of Ferres, and of all the pro- 
conſuls, whoſe tyranny and rapine have rendered them 
infamous for ever. During the courſe of the revolu- 
tion every thing has been in diſorder and confuſion, 
every thing has been arbitrary. The public revenue 


ſeems to have been a mine which every one thought 


hie had a right freely to work, and the expenſes of the 
colonies were the tub of the Danaids. It is neceſſarx 
to recover every branch of the public revenue from 


the decay into which it has fallen, or our colonies 


will become a burden to us. The tranſported inhabitants 


and the refugees form a clats of men, concerning 


whom you muſt prononnce ſome deciſion. The 
former, removed to the colony in conſequence of 


the dangers which their preſence excited; and ſome- 


times by arbitrary meaſures; the latter, forced from 
their homes by the dread of the events of the revolu- 
tion of St. Domingo, expect their future deſtiny from 
our laws. The colonies cannot be well adminiftered, 
nor enjoy the leaſt tranquillity, till the legiſlature has 
definitively determined with regard to the emigrants, 


the tranſported perſons, and the refugers from beyond ſea. 
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It was a kind of magic, which in the laws of Lycur- 
gus held one half of the people for ſeveral centuries 
in ſlavery to the other; and the fame injuſtice has, 
for-an eher of 3000 years, ever called aloud for 
vengeance.” 

But the unheard-of cruelties committed under thi 


ferocious adminiſtration of Sonthonax at St. Do- 


mingo, ſtill call a thouſand times more loudly for 
vengeance than the laws of Sparta. This new Verres, 


not contented with crucifying French citizens“, or 


permitting them to be crucified,” diſcovered a no leſs 


expeditious mean of plundering en maſſe thoſe 


planters whom he dared not ſend to execution, or 
whom his perſecutions had not ſorced to emigrate. 
He tranſported them in large numbers as /u/pefted per- 
ſons to France, and to the United States of America.” 
Sonthonax at the ſame time threatened with a ſimi- 
lar fate, thoſe of the planters who ſhould /peat againſt 
general liberty. This was one of thoſe orders which 


the conſtitutional. government determined to be con- 


Formable to the conſtilution, and in which they had ſo- 
lemnly recogniſed its principles, as well as a great re- 


| pelt for perſons: and property. But let us tranſcribe 


the energetic denunciation of criminality 0 which 


Vaublanc accuſed this proconſul: 95 1. 


In a letter inſerted in the public Is Sontlio- 


-nax declared himſelf elothed with the dictatorſſip, and 
did not hefitate io aſſert that he had unlimited powers. 


In this capacity he levied taxes, received immenſe 
Gans, and rendered. no accounts, He outlawed = 
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lic ſunctionaries and men elected by the people, and 
prohibited giving them refuge, under pain of being 
deemed their accomplices. His extreme audacity 
even became his ſecurity ; his accuſers were thrown 
into priſon; and he was ſent back to St. Domingo 
really clothed with the dictatorial purple. He there 
enacted the moſt atrocious laws againſt the mere ex- 
preſſion of men's thoughts, and ordered the eſtates 
of all planters who had gone into neutral countries 
to be confiſcated, not even excepting thoſe who went 
with commiſſions from himſelf,” &c. © 

But it is neceſſary to deſcribe how Sonthonax ſuc- 
ceeded in being a ſecond time inveſted with diQa- 
torial authority, and obtaining unlimited powers. This 
he accompliſhed by promiſing to thoſe who fi igned 
them, that the fale of the plantations to be ſequel. 


6440 


tered would produce immenſe ſums. In this reſpect, 


at leaſt, the Directory were ſo much his dupes, that 
they announced officially that it. would produce 
to milhards, and the Councils were ſtill in full ex- 
pectation of this rich prey, when Barbe Marbois 
announced, that no purchaſers had offered, not even 
among the negroes. This information was the more 
mortifying to the Directory, as that body had obtained 
authority to ſell to the latter, in ſmall lots, the pro- 
perty of the abſentee whites, in order, ſaid they, 10 
overcome the innate /loth of moſt of the blacks : for, 
added they when ſoliciting this power, if we fudy 
the human heart, we ſhall learn that he who has pro- 
erty of his own is always more intimately attached'to his 
country than he who- has none. 
Thus did this plundering government only recur 
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= this ſalulary maxim, to eſtabliſh means of tranf- 
ferring the property poſſeſſed by the whites, to the 
blacks, w bo had never poſſeſſed any thing. It was 
to overcome the innate Aol of the latter, and render 
them mare intimately attached to their country, that 
the new governors of France propoſed to plander 
without mercy thoſe planters whoſe induſtry had made 
St. Domingo the moſt Aouriſting colony that ever ex ited: f 
5 No ſooner was Sonthonax convinced that no one 
choſe to purchaſe theſe ſequeſtered eſtates, than he 


immediately let them to negroes, to whom he pro- 


miſed one four 1h of the raw produce, retaining the 
remainder for the nation. 

* Hence wwe may conceive the immenſe intereſt the 
Diredory had 1 in deſending his extortions. In this they 


| ſueceeded for a time by oftentatiouſly comparing the 


large ſums expended at St. Domingo by England, 
With their own extreme economy. It is true, indeed, 
that this economy muſt have appeared very great, 
ſince they boaſted of having only paid 159,000 livres 
(about 6000 pounds ſterling) into the hands of their 
agents for the Leeward Iflands, and of having remitted 


them. nothing fence their departure. Ought we then to 


be ſurpriſed that they were obliged to ſupply the place 
of their remittances, either by ordering piratical ex- 
peditions againſt the trade of a neutral nation, who 
was the friend and ally * of France, or by (ctzing _ 
the property even of French republicans ! | 


So —_ — — — ar _— 
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* This is e — Sonthonax alluded to in his apology, 
where he ſays, Among the numerous cauſes which brought about 
the reforation of St. Domingo, I oug ht, above all, to mention the 
Privateers. The gulf of Mexico has been covered with light veſle's, 
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carrying from two to twenty aved of — which have plundered 
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But let us inquire what became of theſe republi- 
cans, thus plundered and tranſported without even the 
form of a trial. As it would have been difficult to 
accuſe them of royaliſm, or to have ranked them in 
the claſs of emigrants, the major part having either been 
ſent to France, or come thither at their own expenſe 
to place themſelves under the banners of the republie, 
it was thought but juſt to promiſe them in return an 
alimentary penſion of a few ſous per day for their 
maintenance. Yet this promiſe was treated in the 
ſame manner as all thoſe which had preceded, and 
only added inſult to injury, by a pretended cha- 


rity from a government, which had forcibly taken the 


eſtates of the planters into its own hands. One of 
theſe planters, who was mentioned by name m the 
debates, poſſeſſed an eſtate which was let for 30,000 


livres for the benefit of the republic, and from whom 


the penſion promiſed him till his property ſhould be 
reſtored was withheld. ( ö 


Vet the Directory, who have thus plundered theſe 
unfortunate men without remorſe, are inceffantly re- 


, proaching the inhabitants of the other iflands, and 


particularly of Martinique, as criminal in having 


12 * 
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and almoſt deftroyed the trade of England. — But as fame of his 
hearers did not underſtand that by this phraſe he meant the American 
trade, Villers took upon himſelf to explain, and aſked whether the 
Directory were not founder! in believing that the American ſhips which 
covered the ſeas were Eugliſi veſſels in diſeuiſe ? 

A few weeks after, another reporter, Couzard, appeared at the tri- 


bune, and anſwered the queſtion of Villers in theſe words: „One 


fact is certain. At leaſt ſeven eighths of the ſhips taken by our pri- 
vateers, and confiſcated for their benefit, have been captured under 
neutral colours, and with neutral papers and clearances. Of all theſe 
veſſels taken and confiſcated under neutral colours and neutral 
none, or ſcarcely any, were really Englit : they were all really neu- 
tral,” &c.— This report was delivered on the 31ſt Auguſt 1798. 
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placed themſelves under the protection of England “. 
The latter may judge of the ſate that threatened them 
by that of the planters, who have perſiſted in their 
fidelity to the Great Nation, and to whom that nation 
has aſſigned the hoſpitals at Bourdeaux for an aſylum. 
The following is the petition which theſe unfortunate 
men addreſſed to the legiſlative body on the zoth 
November 1795: By what fatality are we ſtill de- 
tained in a country where we are periſhing with famine 
and with cold? Why. are we- refuſed the liberty of 
going to cultivate our eſtates ? Citizens legiſlators, 


| vou are the- friends of the blacks ; but are you not 


alſo the friends of your own country, and the friends 


- of. humanity? Deign, then, to be the friends of the 


_ whites. _ Caſt an eye of compaſſion on your wretched 


. colonies, Let the unfortunate creoles, who are heaped 


together in the hoſpitals without fire, or food, or 
dothes, and who live in the equality of the tomb, at 
length attract your notice,” &c. ” 

This appeal to their compaſſion produced no effect 
on the two Councils, who perſiſted in turning away 


their eyes from this outrage. It was committed on 


republicans; it was committed under the cloak of 
the declaration of the Tights of man ; it was com- 
mitted in the year v. of French liberty! Thus were the 
firſt years of that conſtitution ſignalized, which its 
authors repreſented as an mexhauftible ſource of happi- 


— 


——— 


It is ſcarcely conceivable how Barras could join in this reproach; 
he who, before he was raiſed to the ſupreme magiſtracy, had ſuffered 

the following confeſſion to eſcape him—* France has done every 

thing that could ruin her colonies, and the planters every thiny that 

could ſaye them. It is ſurpriſing that a ſingle individual ſhould 
- continue his fidelity,” R | PEA 


(19% 
neſs, from which thoſe excellent ſocial inſtitutions were 
10 ariſe which will GivE A NEW CHARACTER #9 the 
minds of modern nations, and as an edifice which wall 
ſoon caplivale the adnuration and the gratitude even 
of thoſe who were too long inſenſible to its wi iow, ts 
moderation, and its flrength. | 
All thefe common place panegyrics, which 5 

marque, as preſident of the Council of Five Hun- 
dred, employed in giving the thanks of the Aſſembly 
to the members who were taking leave, did not impoſe 
on the unſullied minority, whom the people had 
placed in the Councils. One of the firſt objects oſ 
their care was to demand of the Directory the recall 
of Sonthonax, who thus a ſecond time ravaged St. 
Domingo with impunity. They took a till more ef- 
ſectual ſtep in obtaining a decree which did them 
more honour than any of thoſe they, paſſed during 
the four months they fat. In enated—< That every 
planter who could prove his non-emigration. and his 
reſidence in'France, or any neutral country, ſhould be 
conveyed to St. Domingo at the expenſe of the re- 
public, and hs property ręſtored.“ — 
But this illuſion was of ſhort duration. Scarcely 
had the Jacobin party gained the upper hand before 
they revoked the promiſe made to the refugees from 
beyond the ſea. © The preſence of a great number of 
them,” ſaid the reporter Bordas, would recall many 
heart-rending reflections: it would infallibly excite new 
troubles, in lieu of the order and tranquillity which 
we are panting to reſtare to thoſe countries.” 

The ſubſequent debates have not informed us what 
effects this retraction has produced on the unfortunate 
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( 152 ) | 
creoles, heaped together without fire, or food,” or cloth-" - 
ing, in the hoſpitals of Bourdeaux ; but their diſtreſs 

muſt certainly have arrived at a very great height, fince 


the view of it induced a new deputy to aſcend the 
tribune on the iſt of April 1798, to plead their cauſe 


in the following terms: 


Many planters, now in France, and proprietors 


of eſtates let for the benefit of the republic, are 


perifhing in miſery, while their property in the Antilles 
is pouring immenſe revenues into the magazines of 
the ſtate. "Theſe refugees are the beſt and the moſt 
faithful of citizens. The republic owes them juſtice 
and protection. It is too powerful to ſtand in need 


ol the ſpoils of the unfortunate ; and were it in want 


of them, its generoſity would diſdain ſuch reſources. 


Its true firength and grandeur conſiſts in the proſpe- 


rity of its children, in the confidence inſpired by its 
laws, in the generous enthuſiaſm of the eitizen, who 
reflects that he is a member of a free ſtate, where he 
has neither to fear the caprices of iniquily, nor the vio- 
lence of arbitrary power, I aſk, whether it be not indiß- 
penſable to juſtice that they ſhould receive from the na- 
tional treaſury a part, or the whole, of their advances 
in America? 

The reader little ſuſpects who this advocate was, 
who again thus cauſed the plaintive voice of the deſ- 
titute planters to be heard. Will it be believed that 
the man who thus invoked humanity, and the indi 
penſable laws of juſtice to protect them from the vio- 
lenge of arbitrary power and the _ caprices F iniquity, 


was no other than the man of prey, who had himſelf 


cauſed theſe pretended refagees to be tranſported into 


( 133 ) 
France, and who now calls them the 2% and moſt faiths 
ful of citizens ? It was the Verres of the Antilles who, 
on his return to Paris, was allowed to take the place 
of his accuſers in the ſenate ; it was Sonthonax him- 
ſelf, -haſtening to anticipate whoever ſhould be will- 
ing again to denounce his crimes, while melting at the 
fate of his own victims, he thus aſſumes the merit of 
pleading their cauſe— No; the faſti of the French 
revolution, ſo fertile in traits of duplicity and hypo» 
criſy, do not offer any fact that has excited ſo much 
diſguſt and indignation in my breaſt, whether on ac- 
count of the name of the orator, or*the artifice it diſ- 
plays, and the ſucceſs it obtained. — His ſpeech was 
received with unmixed applauſe, and not one indi- 
vidual among all his colleagues thought himſelf autho- 
rized to tear the maſk from his iniquity ; not one of 
his hearers dared indulge his indignation by crying 
out— g 8 


Quis tulerit Gracchos de ſeditione querentes ? 
Si fur diſpliceat Verri, homicida Miloni ? Jovenar. 


This ſcene of duplicity was corapleted by the re- 
port he at once ſolicited and dreaded having never been 
made* ; and by the continuance of that wretchedneſs 
and famine, which ſtill deſtroy theſe victims of ty- 
ranny, who are dragging on a miſerable exiſtence in 
the equality of the tomb, while he is revelling with 


quence, of this, the motion of Sonthonax was referred to the com- 
mittee of finance, which was to him the moſt advantageons deciſion, 
as he was well aſſured they would not be able to fine the eedful uu 
for this reſtitution, though in the mean while he enjoyed the credit of 


having moved it. 
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( 154 ) 
impunity at Paris in the wealth, his rapine and o 
preſſion have procured. 

He has not, however, been totally free from anxiety 
and ſolicitude; for having, on his arrival in France, 
inſpected the great book of proſcriptions, of which he 
had himſelf filled ſo many pages, he found his own 
name written there at full length. And as there 
would not be wanting ſome officious planter to aſ- 
certain his identity, he would infallibly have been ſen- 
tenced to be ſhot within four and twenty hours, had he 
not enjoyed the advantage of a feat among the repre- 
ſentatives of the people, who had the precaution to 
ſhelter themſelves againſt the military commiſſions by 
taking cognizance, at their own bar, of the inſcrip- 
tions which might concern their body. Sonthonax 
did not loſe a moment in procuring his name to be 
eraſed from the fatal lift.—< Citizens repreſentatives,” 
faid he, on the 14th July 1798, I aſcend this tri- 
bune to announce to you a fat which perſonally 
concerns myſelf, and which will doubtleſs gong you 
as muck as it las me. have juſt learned that my 


name is inſcribed in a liſt of emigrants; I have exa- 


mined the identity of the names, and find it exa@. 
Let me alſo take this opportunity to complain of the 
crowd of libels which my enemies are inceſſantly cir- 
culating againſt me. They purſue me with unexam- 


pled fury.” Here Sonthonax was again about to en- 
ter on the eulogy of his own adminiſtration, and to 


claim, as he had done in his former report, the glory 


due te the. reflorer of peace in the Vendee of St. Do- 
_ mingo;"7 Bat the journal of the debates informs us that 
he was interrupted : ſo great, even among his aſſdciates, 


(25573 
was the horror excited by his crimes; ſo great was 
their - indignation at hearing him complam of the 
libels of his enemies! However, he obtained his object; 
for they immediately eraſed his name from the lift of 
emigrants. 

Albee orator then ts himſelf at the tri- 
bune, to call the attention of the legiſlative body to 
the melancholy ſituation of the refugees and tranſported 
inhabitants of the colonies. © In France,“ ſaid he, 
« they are deſtitute of every thing. Out of twenty-- 
five livres per month, which the law has granted 
them as a relief, they receive ſcarcely three or four 
livres per decade; and there are ſome among them 
to whom fifteen, fixteen, and even eighteen months 
allowance are ſtil] due. Too long have the wretched 
planters groaned in miſery ; too long have they en- 
dured their ſufferings in ſilence. Grant, citizens 
legiſlaiors, that by your beneficence their hearts may 
once more þe open to the ſoft impreſſions of j Joy" and 
gratitude.“ 

This ſpeech, the laſt that has been Fee in be- 
half of the whites who were expelled from the colonies, 
was delivered by a black ſenator named Mentor, to 
whom I formerly alluded when ſpeaking of the ſue- 
ceſſors of General Pichegru. The humanity of this 
negro, who is at this day the only advocate of the 
whites in the ſenate of the Great Nation, deſerves a 
diſtinguiſhed place in its annals. | | 

J have ſpoken the more at large on the ſabjea of | 
St. Domingo, becauſe that iſland produced about two 
thirds of all the colonial commodities which were once 
ſo abundant a ſource of commerce and of riches to 
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France. To complete the picture of its ruin, only 
one ſact remains to be added. I mean, that the ſame 
report in which Perrẽe announced, that in 1790 the 
produce of St. Domingo had increaſed to 195 mil- 
lions, informs us, that in tie year v. it had been 
reduced to ten millions *. Such have been the ra- 
vages of. the revolution in that flouriſhing ſettlement, 
which produced to France more than four of her fineſt 
domeſtic provinces ! | | 
Nor muſt we ſuppoſe that her other iſlands in the 
American archipelago have better eſcaped the effects of 
the revolutionary ſtorm. Martinique, which alone 
remained uninjured by its fury, owes that good for- 
tune merely to the chance of war, which has placed 


at in the hands of the Engliſh, as well as St. Lucia 
and Tobago. 


Mc tits. 1 0 — — — 


_—_ — 


* This deputy added, * Let us ſuppoſe ene fourth more for the 
gear vl. or twelve millions five hundred thouſand livre.“ Though this 
ſuppoſition was certainly not very ſatisfactory, yet it would have 
been far from being realized, if, in the courſe of the year vi. the 
Engliſh army had not evacuated the part of the iſland cultivated by 
royaliſts, which produced exactly three times as much in proportion 


as that occupied by emancipated negroes. Before we add theſe 


amounts to thoſe of which Perrte ſpeaks, we muſt recollect, that the 
republican commandant who took poſſeſſion of that territory, being 
a negro general, he muſt neceſſarily have begun with the emancipa- 
tion of his brethren, that is, with taking them from their induſtry ; 
ſo that we may conſider theſe diſtricts, which till then were un- 
touched, as nearly eraſed from the liſt of productive lands. This too, 


if I am. not miſtaken, is one, af . thoſe conqueſts which France will 


hereafter deplore; for theſe parts being in high cultivation, it would 


. thave' been happy: far ber had they continued till the return of peace 


under the protection of Great Britain, In the preſent ſtate of things it 
is more than doubtful, whether St. Boimingo' yields the tenth part 


of the raw produce it farniſhed before the revolution. This amount 


ſcarcely enables the planters to pay tar the manufactures of England, 


and the corn Which is ſtill brought to them by thoſe'of the Ameri- 
cans, who chooſe to expoſe themſelvq; to capture as Eng lit veſſels in 
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| © Guadaloupe, which fill continues in the poſſeſſion 


of the French *, is groaning beneath the tyranny of 
Victor Hugues, who has placed it under military law; 
by means of which he has metamorphoſed half his 
negroes into ſoldiers, arid forces the reſt to work, not, 
as formerly, by the laſb, but by military execution, 
As to the whites, their fate has been no leſs deplorable 
than at the Cape: of this the following inſtance was 
mentioned in the fitting of the 29th May 1797 :— 
“% Guadaloupe has witneſſed the execution of the 
aged Mahordiers, a man eighty years old, and father 
of eleven children, on the depoſition of ſome negroes, 
who accuſed him of having ſpoken againſt general 
liberty.“ | | 
Although the French have loſt Pondicherry, and 
all their factories in Aſia, they ſtill retain two valuable 


poſſeſſions in the Indian ſeas, Yet theſe are much 


leſs important, on account of the proſperity they have 


acquired, than of that of which they were ſuſceptible, 


had the old government continued in exiſtence. 

In ſpeaking of the Iſles of France and of Bour- 
bon, it is impoſſible not to admire the firmneſs 
with which the inhabitants have ſo long repelled both 
the diſorganizing commiſſaries and the poiſonous de- 
crees ſent out by the mother country. Yet, to obtain 
a pardon for not ſuffering themſelves to be thrown 


1 ch. cl — Y 
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* Much having of late been ſaid of Cayenne, which the Fructi- 
dorians have converted into a kind of Botany Bay for non- juring 
prieſts, incorrigible legiflators, and refractory Directors, it is not 

rhaps ſuperfluous to add, that Guiane was the moſt inſiguiſicant 
of the French colonies; and that even before. it had been ravaged by 
the revolution, or was deſtined to be the ultramarine Baſtille, the 
expenſes incurred on account of that ſettlement, in time of peace, 
were nearly equal to the value of the produce it yielded to the mo- 
ther country. 


* 


( 2158 ) 
into conſuſion by. theſe decrees, and by rapacious 
proconſuls, they were obliged to preſent the following 


humble petition :—©. Warned by the calamities of 


Cayenne, and the devaſtation of St. Domingo, we 
have been defirous to defend ourſelves from pillage 


two colonies which ſhe retains in-the Indian ſeas.” 
To preſerve themſelves for the mother country, in 
ſpite of her folly, they have been forced to diſobey 
the law which ordered the immediate emancipation 
of all their ſlaves: but they bound themſelves, at the 
fame. time, to diminiſh ſlavery by degrees, and to 
prepare their negroes for the arrival of a period, when 
engagements for a term might be ſubſtituted for abſo- 
Jute emancipation. - This ſolemn promiſe ſeemed, 
however, to ſatisfy the friends of the blacks in the two 
Councils, till fix weeks after the 18th Fructidor, 
when Dufay again called for vengeance on the colo- 
nial aſſembly of the Iſle of France, which, ſaid he, 
has raiſed the flandard of xEvoLT, and ignominioufly 
driven out the agents of the Executive Directory. At 
hearing the word revo/t they were on the point of 
pailing ſome, thundering reſolution, had not Echafle- 
riaux run to the tribune, to remind his colleagues 
that it was 47 the fre of the paſſions diſplayed at that 
tribune, that the torches had been lighted which had ſet 


the colomes iu a blaze; that violence and exaggeration 


had deſtroyed every thing ; and that they flood in need of 
gentle ora and paſſions te deliberations *. 


. chan 


* * perhaps, it will be proper to obſerve, that the . 


deputy who endeavoured thus to calm the paſſions which have ſet 
the colonies in a Slaxe, and acknowledged that the manumiſſion 'of 


I - me 1 44. 
j 


and from death, and to preſerve to France the only 


( 139 ) 

This reproof only appeaſed them for a few days ; 
Riou ſoon renewed his attack, and repeated, that 
theſe planters had withdrawn their obedience from the 
law and from the conflitutton. The I/le of France, faid 
he, has preſerved its monarchic government! After this 
exordium, it ſhould ſeem he was about to demand 
ſome exemplary puniſhment ; but, on the contrary, 
the fear of driving them to deſpair, and throwing 
them into the hands of the Engliſh, and, above all, 
the want of the' neceſſary means of diſorganization, 
induced him to ſuffer the reſentments of the Great 
Nation to yield to its impotence. Hence he ſud- 
denly ſoſtened his tone, and agreed, © that e me 
meaſures cannot. be applied to this colony as to St. Do- 


mingo, and requeſted his colleagues to ow the xk of | 


indulgence and of amneſty over this event.” | 
Although this ame, like that of La Vendee, will 


only continue till an opportunity offers to violate it 
with impunity, the Ifle of France, and that of Bour- 


bon, continue to belong to the republic. Both theſe 
ſettlements, however, are ſtill in their infancy: in 
fact, they never exported much to the mother coun- 


try, and even coſt two millions of livres annually for 


the expenſes of their governments. 


the faves” had converted thoſe iflands into indian Poſſeffions, bas 
lately pabliſhed a work, entitled, Des Interfts des Puiſſances; in which 
he recommends to the French government to make the emancipation 


of the Lacks in the Engliſh colonies ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL CONDI» 


TIONS of 4 general peace: and he quotes the example of that con- 
ueror, who impoſed no other condition on the conquered than 
e abolition of human ſacrifices. 

This work is recently publiſhed, and its author paſſes for the 
moſt moderate of the.F ud; idorian party. Such is one of the efſential 
conditions, without which this party is not willing to grant Dn to 

the Engliſh * 


— 


e e ores of on Cerro not ooo oo ou ooo Rr 
. _— = n = 2 — 2 — 


F i 
* . 
1 
* 
1 ©» 
: o 7 } 
, * 3 3 2 
, ” 
: 4 4 
l * 2 1 
i * . 
9 | p 
: N 
8 
LA _ 
K , q 
! * 
= 5 
# * 
| ö 
9 [1 
h 4 f 
. 4 
7 
* 7 
A i 
a <4 N 
+ 
' : on 
! T7. \ 
”" = 
wer - . - 
' * * 
2 * YL 
ö is N 
: . =P} 1 C 
* 
L a "7 
- 2 7 . 
* 18 
1 1 
*. k 5 
N = of 
| d 4: 
: A 1 , 
＋ 4 
: * 4 Y 
. ' : . 
* * 
3 - 
If 4 
'T. „ 
o 
* 
- . 
1 1 ws 
* o 
, : < 
15 ( 
: * . 1 
* Fo NH 
: 4 
* 1 
. T2 
. * 
4 19 
* * 1 5 4 
1 * 4 
7 * 
1 Ic. | 
ers 
4 by (ef N. 
7 q o : 
334 L 44 z 
: * 
t | : 
"A | \ 
_* 
q 8 
"P i 
7 - 
/ 2 
1 1 4 
s ( 
* 14 
1 1 ' _ 
* 
1 ö = t 
{ 4 
4 & 
3 
45 *E. 4 
12 =—zT 1 
2 , i 
C . 
; & 
© 
- : * 0 p q 
of s WM # 
%. 2s 
*F 17 
ii 
n v4 
. 
' 
l yp » F 
N f i 
| N 4 ET |? 
1 o 4 
% : . * 
4 þ * 1 
* * = 
. þ 
II, 
0 £v 
l 2. 4 — Pl 
x 1 " 
: -- l 
# 11 
11 7 
4 W |: 
; L : 
: RR” 
Ti - 
: 1 . 
f * 
1 
1 
« 
* ; 
' 
| p 
* 


- * = I 
_ < 2 
„ oa <r2” WT err en WIS" ws a > 2 - Z 
© C — N — 1 2 8 
2 8 4 * 4 * pu — 5 4 "4 4 ? — 


Ms 


= DP: 


4 =p 
_ 
—_ - 
* 
+ 


( wo ) 


To appreciate, therefore, the immenſe amount of the 
laſſes ſuffered by France, we muſt turn our eyes towards 


St. Domingo. The view we have juſt taken of the 


_ 


ſacking of that iſland is ſufficient, to prove, that it 
has ſunk into a condition nearly ſimilar to that which 
preceded. its cultivation; and that it will require 
almoſt as long an interval of time to reſtore it to its 
ſormer proſperity, as originally to eſtabliſh that ſet- 
tlement. But what numerous difficulties remain to 
be overcome! How, can, the true proprietors be 
reſtored to their eſtates; on which they would find 
their own ſlaves eſtabliſhed as maſters under the name 
of farmers ? How would it be poſſible to bring back 


thoſe ſlaves, not, I ſay, to ſervitude, but merely to 


the ſubdrdination of citizens? Many people ſeem to 
flatter themſelves, that for this a military ſyſtem of 
government will be ſufficient; but what enormous 
expenſes will not the adminiſtration of the iſland 


coſt! And ſuppoſing the government could find 


means t6 pay them “, of whom ſhall the ruined 


** * — — 
— — * 
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In the budget for the year vit. 7, 99,050 livres were oftenta- 
tiquſly voted for the colonial department; and the reporter, whe 

moving for that ſinn, added, J. It with pain we perceive theſe ſuns 
to be far from adequate to the neceſſities of that moſt intereſting portion 

the republic. | | | ; 

* It 15 needlet to add, that the colonies will not very ſpeedily ſce 
theſe ſeven millions any where but in the decree. It will not, how- 
ever, be amiſs to tranſeribe ſome part of this report, which was dated 
the 234 Auguſt 1798: Since the revolution the colonies have 
been almoſt many abandoned to their internal reſources ; the mo- 


ther country has afforded them very little aid. I will be otherwiſe in 


"the year vii. We muſt neceffarily remit to St. Domingo a confi- 


_ derable ſum. Tt cannot be concealed that great reſources are requiſite, 


Whether again to break up the foil of that precious colony, or to 


maintain there a ſufficient force to reſtrain the audacious enterprifes 
of its domeſtic and —_ enemies. So many objects to be accom- 
pliſned, / much evil to be repaired, ſo many important hopes to be im- 


* 


( 262 ) 

planters of St. Domingo obtain the loans indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary for the cultivation of ſugar, and 
for, rebuilding the houſes that have been burned ? 
And laſtly, how can the immenſe blank in the po- 
pulation of this iſland be reſtored ? | 

Admitting, however, that at the return of peace 
France ſhould obtain the reftitution of all her colo- 
nies; admitting even that it is poſſible to eftabliſh 
there a government ſufficiently powerful to diſarm 
and ſubjugate the negroes, and bring them back to 
their labour, ſtill it will appear impoſſible to indulge 
a hope of their yielding, till a very diſtant period, 
one half the produce they formerly ſhipped to the 
mother country, And if, as it appears, this half was 
conſumed by the inhabitants of France; if it is true, 
as Villaret aſſerts, that theſe commodities are there 
become articles of firſt neceſſity, it will be very long 


| before they will have any overplus to ſell to foreign 


nations. 

I am not, however, of opinion with Vaublanc, that 
they will then be reduced to the neceſſity of aſſuming 
the manners of the Spartans. It is rather more pro- 
- bable, that their poyerty will deprive vaſt numbers 
of the luxuries imported from the colonies ; and that, 
by means of theſe privations, they will at length be 
able to diſpoſe of ſugars and coffees, to the value of 
ſome millions of livres annually, to thoſe. of their 


mediately realized, require great reſources, and theſe reſources muſt 
neceſſarily be taken from the national treaſury. The ſame is true of 
the Ifles of France and of Reunion (Bourbon), as well as of our 
ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa; their expenſes muſt be defrayed, 
- as they were formerly, by the mother country,” &c. 

In the expenſes of the current year 900, ooo livres are 


for the alimentary penſions of the refugees from beyond ſea. 
M | 
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neighbours who are in a condition to pay for theſe 
articles. This ſale, however, would cover but a very 
ſmall part of the enormous deficit in the trade of 
France, of which it now remains to detail the parti- 
culars. How will it be poſſible wholly to remedy it? 
And if this ſhould not in fact take place, I aſk, with 
Admiral Villaret, during how long a courſe of years will 
ie be able to ſupport the conflant draining of her ſpecie ? 
What a contraſt then will the proſperity of the 
paſt form with the adverſity of the future! In how 
ſhort a period have the revolutioniſts of France com- 
pleted this work of univerſal deſtruction, diſperſing, 
confounding, and annihilating all -the elements of 
future proſperity and riches which had accumulated 
every bleſſing upon that country under the happy 
auſpices of a ſupreme magiſtrate ! 4 

Tet to this horrid picture of national ruin and de- 
ſolation, the Directory have coldly oppoſed the af. 
ſertion , that 17 reſources of France are entire! 


. 
: 4 
' i 


| CHAPTER V. 


Decline of the principal Manufafiures of France. Frauds - 
committed in them. The Cauſe of Uſury, its Progreſs 
and Effeds. Riſe in the Price of Labour. | 


Wn Y are our mamuſuctures in a ſituation of which we e- 
have never yet beheld an example? was one of the 
eleven problems publicly propoſed by, the direQorial- 
papers to all the literary men of Paris; and the fol- 
lowing was the anſwer of the writer who appears to 
have been moſt maſter of his ſubje& : © The manu- 
factures are in a ſtate of ſtagnation, becauſe thoſe 
who directed them have been tormented and ruined, 
and even deſtroyed with caſe-ſhot executions ; and to 
keep up thoſe which ſtill ſubſiſt, loans would be neceſſary, 
the intereſt of which would abſorb the profits.” i YN! 

Though of this reply every word is ſtrictly true, 128 
yet it is extremely incomplete. To ſupply its defects, | 
it will be neceſſary to take a comparative view of the 
ſtate of French manufactures before they ſell into the 
ſtagnation complained of, and of which the cauſe is 
1nquired, 

It would be difficult to conceive, xithout the elu- 
cidation afforded by M. Necker's work, that even 
before the revolution it was equally true of the manu-- 
ſactures and the agricultural produce of France, that 
they were unequal to paying for the articles of con- 
. ſumption and raw materials imported from abroad. 

e | 


- 4s 
< « — * 


A a "7 ig 2 A 
T * QI p * o * . "* 


1 i l l 4 _ wh. 
= E 2 — 
2 — ———— pe — — 7 — 2 —_ — . 
* a — * P 7 - o ©... yn > - — * - 


- 5 — — 
— y — — ——ĩ—ä—— — — 1 


. 
) 
. 
* 
f 
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Of the moſt flouriſhing of all her manufactures, 
that of filk, France formerly exported to the value of 

ninety millions of livres. But the city of Lyons, 
which was the principal ſeat of theſe manufactures, 
is now no longer diſtinguiſhed among the large towns 
of republican France, except for the continual anxieties 
it gives her leaders, and the expenſes it occaſions. 
They are totally unable to repreſs the numerous crimes 
that are committed there ; and when they dared to 
complain of them eighteen months ago, C. Jourdan 
immediately replied in language which ſeemed to de- 
ſcribe by anticipation the denouement of the revolu- 
tion: © It cannot be concealed,” ſaid he, that 
Lyons contains more thieves and malefactors than 
any other commune. The deſtruction of its manu- 
factures is the real cauſe. I is in the foil of isERY 
that CRIMES moſt ſpontaneouſly flouriſh,” | 
| This was a ſufficient indication that it was neceſſary 
to call Dubois Crance to an account for the crimes of 

the inhabitants of Lyons, and the ery that gave 
them birth: for it was he that reduced their extenſive | 
manufactures to aſhes, and carried his ferocious bar- 
barity even to bombard their hoſpitals. What ! ſhall 
the founders of the French republic, who are them- 
ſelves guilty of deſtroying even the aſylum of the 
unfortunate, ſhall they We and indignant, 


that the miſerable inhabitant, who have eſcaped the 


ſtorm ſhould thirſt for revenge, or abandon themſelves 
to crimes *? 


* In the ſitting of the 24th July 1797, Mayeuvre brought for- 
ward new details, which proved that the crimes committed at Lyons 
ariſe from the miſerable ſtate of the finances, which do not admit 


( 163 ) 

A few months before, the miniſter Ramel had con- 
vened the commercial deputies,” and announced to 
them, that »/eful marufaFurers were about to ſpring up 
in the cloiſters which had converted France into a vaſt 
Thebeis. He added, that Lyons was renewing its ma- 
mifaftories and repairing its looms ; and that its import- 
ant productions would conſole the nation for the anxieties 
it had occaſioned. Unfortunately, however, at the 
period when he indulged theſe flattering hopes, the 
Jacobins, who were reunited around the ſtandard 
of Babœuf, were preparing their famous manifeſto of 
equality, in which ' theſe words appear: We will 
conſent to any thing rather than give up equality; 
yes, we will ſuffer every thing elfe to be ſwept away, 
if that remain. Periſh the arts themſelves, if their 
cultivation deprives us of true equality.” 

Juſtly alarmed at the progreſs of this ſe&, and the 
new misfortunes with which they were threatened, 
the Lyoneſe were the firſt to give the ſignal of reſiſt- 
arice, and indulged in ſome excefles againſt the faction 
of Babœuf, which furniſhed the Directory with a 
pretext to declare that city in a fate of fiege. 
The effects of this meaſure were ſoon apparent. 


of ſupplying the police with the neceſſary funds, He th a: e 
the inbabitants as Hill lying among the /moking ruins of their houſes and 
of their manufattories, and the wrecks of their looms : and addreſſed 

eir deſtroyers in the following terms: In what populous city are 
not crimes numerous? And in what commune can we e to 
find them more frequent than at Lyons, which is covered with ruins 
calculated to become lurking: places for thieves ; in that city, now 
ſtripped of the walls, which, before its ſiege, protected it from their 
inroads; that city, which has no police, whether through the negli- 
gende of the bureau central, or for want of funds; the withholding of 
which prevents even the lighting it, and favours crimes by its 
obſcurity.” | | & 
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( 166 ) | 

66 The manufacturer takes his deſerted loom. to 
pieces,” ' faid Mayeuvre, a few days after; 6 the work- 
ſhops are deſerted ; trade is entirely ſuſpended ; the 
yalue of money riſes; bills on foreign parts are in 
great requeſt, in conſequence of that prudence which 
prompts every man, to place his. fortune in ſafety ; 
and all the good citizens aſk each other, whether 
they ought not for. ever to abandon, a city which 
is perſecuted, although tranquil; a city which is in- 
ceſſantly calumniated; a city which, ſince its me- 
morable cataſtrophe, has only ſought to heal, by its 
induſtry, thoſe wounds which are ſtill bleeding, and 
are continually opened afreſh by perſecution.” — 

Theſe lamentations evidently prove, that fince their 
memorable cataſtrophe the Lyoneſe had again ſet 
many of their looms to work. So powerfully, and fo 
- obſtinately do the habits of induſtry and the force of 
civilization ſiruggle in an active nation, where the 
arts have once been cheriſhed, againſt the attempts 
of a barbarous government to deſtroy them! So oſten 
muſt the blows of the latter be repeated beſore they 
can put a ſtop to the exertions of induſtry! Notwith- 
ſtanding the new perſecutions this city has expe- 
rienced, its inhabitants ſtill continue to manufacture 
filk ſtockings, gauzes, taffetas, and ribands ; of which, 
no doubt, a very moderate quantity will ſuffice for 
the home conſumption of thoſe claſſes who can ſtill 
afford theſe luxuries. Yet though the moſt import- 
ant manuſactories of Lyons, thoſe of velvets, bro- 
cades, and fatins, and, in a word, all thoſe which 
demand extenſive capitals, are, perhaps, for ever 
abandoned, it would he unjuſt to confider the revo- 


- 


( 167 ) 


lution and its authors as the ſole cauſe of their fall; 
for at the period when Dubois Crance was ordered to 
raſe theſe manufactories to the ground, they were 
already evidently in their decline, merely in conſe- 
quence of muſlins having ſupplanted the uſe of filk 
throughout Europe. his oi; 
Lyons is at this very time in a flate of fiege, and 
her richeſt manufactures only exiſt in the memory of 
thoſe who but yeſterday went there to admire that 
wonderful diſplay of French induſtry and activity. 
And will it be believed, that when it was no longer 
poſſible to conceal that this work of deſtruction was 
completed, a leading man in the legiſlature endea- 
voured to make his colleagues believe that the Engliſh 
government was the real cauſe of theſe evils! “ Its 
deſtructive hand,” ſaid he, © has broken in pieces the 
flouriſhing looms of Lyons, as it has dragged to the 
| ſcaffold, or to priſon, under the ſlighteſt pretexts, 
all the heads of our national manufactories, and thoſe 
of the manufactories of Rouen, of Sedan, of St. 
Quentin, of Cambray. From this tribune let the tocſin | 

be ſounded againſt the eternal enemies of France.” 
Thus ſpoke Jean Debry on the 21ſt December 1797; 
and this language, perhaps, was neceſſary to prepare 
the public mind for the meſſage of the zoth February 
following, when the Directory applied for two mil- 
lions of livres to diſtribute among the manufacturers 
-of Lyons, and the principal towns of the republic; 
which, ſaid they, are in'a' tate of flagnation truly + 
alarming. The inhabitants of thoſe towns are, how- 
ever, too well aware of the value of ſuch promiſes to 
place any reliance in their fulfilment. But what can 
M 4 7 0 | 
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be more iuſtructive * to behold the preſent go- 
vernment thus reduced to give charity to thoſe very 
inhabitants, of Lyons, who, under the monarchy, 
paid immenſe ſums into the royal treaſury, and 
rendered the whole world tributary to France? 

I have ſpoken the more fully of theſe manufactures, 
not only becauſe they hold the firſt rank in France, 
but becauſe thoſe travellers who ſeem the moſt capti- 
vated with the new order of things, themſelves declare, 
that, except one of the articles made at Lyons, the manu- 
factures of France are every where in à flate of de- 
preſſion, from which there is no hope of their recovering *. 
Unfortunately, this hope of recovery, which | /ome of 
the manufacturers of Lyons cheriſhed two years fince, 
ſeems to be- every day more remote, ſince that city 
1 now reduced even to export its filk raw, and is no 
longer poſſeſſed of hands, or capitals, or machinery, 
for converting it into manufactures. Before the revo- | 
lution, F fanice annually purchaſed raw filk from fo- | 
| reign nations to the amount of about twenty-ſeven | 
millions; and having worked it up together with her . 
own, exported a a part, after having increaſed its value | 
to three times its original price; but now ſhe is 
forced clandeſtinely to ſell her own ſilk to the manu- 
Kaercher of Berlin +. 


_ 1 1 


— 


* See Hal fur Paris, by 2 of Meyer. «he! manufactures 
of Franee adds this learned G erman, «« reſemble the int of 2 
ma ificent building, of which the foundation has given way. 

F See the Moniteur of the 12th September 1798, No. 3 56, con- 
taining. a letter from Lyons, in which the trade of that city loudly 
remon rates againſt a permiſſion, granted to the citizens Levenue 
and Co. to export 2000 quintals of raw filk. It is remarkabley that 
the complainants do — even allege, that any of them have ſuth- 
.Cient capitals either to purchaſe or manufacture theſe filks. They 
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As filk manufacuures formed a more conſiderable 
portion of the annual exportations of France than all 
her other manufactures together, it is important to 
obſerve, that Nantes, Tours, and Orleans, which, 
next to Lyons, were the moſt conſiderable ſeats of 
theſe manufactures, have equally ſuffered, and are 
repreſented as having been totally annihilated under 
the reign of terror. The deſtruction of thoſe of 
Avignon fince that unfortunate province has been ſub- 
ject to France is well known. Even the little town of 


Bedouin has beheld its numerous filł manufactories con- 
ſigned to 4 general conflagration , as a puniſhment, 


for having ſuffered a tree of liberty to be cut down. 
This, it will be ſaid, was the act of Robefpierre: be 
it ſo. But let us examine the conduct of the preſent 
government towards thoſe manufacturers of Bẽdouin 
who ſurvived this memorable cataſtrophe. Goupilleau 
informs us, that © in lieu of receiving any relief, 
they have only experienced a continued ſeries of miſ- 
fortunes.” He adds, that & to force them to pay the 
arrears of their taxes, garniſers have been eſtabliſhed 


inſiſt ſolely on the very languiſiing fate of their manufattories, an 


- the real excellence which their articles derive from the mixture of the 
Alt of France with that of Piedmont. All this is extremely poſſible, 
yet I cannot diſcover how the languiſbing Fate of their manufactures 
can be an additional motive to complete the ruin of agriculture by 
condemning the planters of nulberry-trees to let their produce rot 
in their warehouſes, leſt the admixture of French raw filk ſhould 
give 2 e to foreign bee re ; 

* Dubois Dubay, in a report of the roth July 1 8 
himſelf as follows 7 « Every — knows,” ſaid 2 — ng the 
reign of terror all the houſes and the numerous fili manufa#ories ot that 
unfortunate commune were cruelly and unmercifully conſigned to 


a general conflagration; that the fields were condemned to ſterility, 


all the ihabirants proſcribed, and thoſe who were poſſeſſed of pro- 
perty dragged to the ſcaffold, or thrown into priſon.” . 
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( 10. ) 
among them, in the caverns they have dug, after having 
eſcaped from death and from the flames, although 
they want the moſt indiſpenſable neceſſaries of life *.“ 
This trait of fiſcal tyranny, which took place in the 
year vi. ſhows with what fidelity the DireQory keep 
their ſolemn promiſe to the French nation, 10 10 
urglect any thing that could contribute to their proſperity ; 


and it ſhows in what, manner they endeavour to repair 


at home what they dare to call the fury of Vandaliſin; 


QA as if the Vandals had ever, like the Jacobins, de- 


ſtroyed merely for the pleaſure of deſtroying ! - 
It is no leſs remarkable, that at the time when the 


_ revolutionary. government had been at ſo great. an 


expenſe to raſe Lyons to the ground, and to burn 
Bedouin, it had incurred ſacrifices of conſiderable 
magnitude to preſerve the manufacture of the Go- 
belins at Paris, that of La Savonnerie, and that of 


Se vres. Nor was it without reaſon that they took 


theſe ſteps; ſor theſe eſtabliſhments had evidently 
contributed to diſplay the taſte of the French artiſts. 
Barbẽé Marbois acknowledged, that theſe celebrated 


Works would long fince have ceaſed to exiſt, had they 


not been aided by the munficence of the adminiſtra- 
tion; and he adviſed them to continue this protection 


r 
Þ as. ..d — — — 


563-800 the gth Auguſt 1798 it was agreed to withdraw theſe gar- 


niſers, and paſs to the account of- profit and loſs, the arrears of the 
taxes of Bedouin. This fignal favour, however, was not granted 
till Goupilleau had addrefſed the Council of Five Hundred in the 


following apoſtrophe : Do you reflect, that when the 260 yourhs | 


from this commune, who have ſo often triumphed over the kings 

of Europe, return from thoſe victories, they will find their native 
: Ar reduced to a heap of aſhes, their fathers in the grave, and the 
- Turrounding plains condemned to permanent ſterility?“ 


5 


* 1 4 ee _ - @_ TO et ta ic 


.es 


, 36 


in the ſame report wherein he ſo ſtrongly * | 


mended the firiteſt attention to economy. But the 


funds then promiſed to them have evidently been 


diverted for the expenſes of the war, ſince Portier has 
announced, a year afler, that for eight months the 
manufacturers of the Gobelins have not received any 
part of their ſalaries; and that hoſe unfortunate men 
were nearly flarving to death *. This object was re- 
ferred to a committee, who were to preſent a report 
within three days, which as they did not do, it is to 
be feared theſe ſuperb royal eſtabliſhments will ſoon 
be annihilated. _ 1 f 

It is aſſerted, that Sedan, Louviers, Elbeuf, Car- 
caſſonne, and Abbeville, have preſerved a part of 
their manufactories of fine cloth; and that, with the 
aſſiſtance of thoſe which are made in the conquered 
provinces, France may ſtill ſupply her own con- 
ſumption of light cloths. Were this aſſertion as true 
as it is doubtful, we muſt not forget that ſhe is in- 
debted to Spain for the fine wool, employed in thoſe 
manufactures. She ought, above all things, to endea- 
vour to reſtore ber coarſe woollen and linen manu- 


factures; and thoſe of Rouen, which, before the re- 


volution, nearly equalled the Engliſh in carding, 
ſpinning, and manufacturing cotton. Such are 
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——ů — —_— —_— bk 4 ** _— 


. T l „ Wis e 
r gee the Moniteur of the tath February 1798, and the report 
of Daubermefnil in that of the zoth September following, wherein 
he demanded the ſacrifice of 1 80, ooo livres, as udiſpegſably neceſſary 
to revive the activity of the Gobelins. This laſt report ſtates, that 
the produce of this manufacture has as yet been employed in fit- 
ting up the palaces of the legiſlative body and of the Directory; that 
fome ſuits of hangings have been given as pre/ents; and that a ſmall 


number have been fold at a time of diſtreſs, to relieve the neceflities - 


af the eſtabliſhment itſelf.” 
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( 17s ) 
1 wand ctures which are truly invaluable; though 
much lets ſo for the export trade, which is but a 
fecondary object, than on account of the home con- 
ſumption, the activity of which is a true barometer 
of the proſperity of nations, 

This brings me to ſpeak of the manuſactories for 
printing cottons, on which the old government placed 
fo high a value, that it made conſiderable ſacrifices to 
entice workmen from Switzerland into Alface. It 
would, perhaps, have been better ts have at firſt ap- 
plied to the increaſe of the quantity of cottons ma- 
nufactured, by improving and multiplying the ſpin- 
ning machines. Though France imported from the 
Indies and from Switzerland the major part of her 
cottons, yet ſhe manufactured a conſiderable quantity 
at home before the revolution. But Males, having 
diſcovered that her rivals. now ſupply almoſt the 


whole of her conſumption, moved, on the 1 3th 


January 279Þ that this branch of trade ſhould be 
prohibited, in order to force them to make peace. 
Tam untbilling, ſaid he, that onr ſpecie Jhould paſs into 
their hands ; for this is the price of peace. In fact, 
every ecu which is carried out of France afſiſts England 
7 Paping the aſſaſſins who are armed againſt us. 

© "Fortunately for the cotton-printers of F rance, Jo- 
hannot appeaſed this impetuoſity, by informing the 
Council, that the manufactories of Alſace. and the 
Low Countries would be wholly annihilated, if the 
amportation and conſumption of unprinted India 
goods, with which they were furniſhed by the Engliſh, 
were prohibited. It is a fag,” ſaid he, that our 


printers cannot procure more than 100,000 pieces of - 


Wh, 

French manufacture. Hence they would experience 
a deficit of 400,000 pieces per annum, which would 
ruin our manufactures and our trade, and paralyſe 
the induſtry of the country.” 

Johannot was the more worthy of credit with regard 
to this fact, as he was himſelf proprietor of conſi- 
derable printing-works in Alſace. Thus did a regard 
for the manufactures of France overcome their hatred 
towards England, and, in lieu of prohibiting the im- 


portation of India goods, they were ſubjected to a 


duty of ſeventy-five livres per quintal. 

This duty, however ſmall its amount, having given 
riſe to a contraband trade, it has been propoſed, a 
year after its inſtitution, to diminiſh it. But Dentzell 
cauſed this motion to be rejected, and ſtated “ two 
great inconveniences: firſt, that of infringing the 


law. which prohibited Englith merchandiſe ; and ſe- 


condly, that it facilitated the introduction of articles 
which, by their competition, would neceſſarily prove 
injurious to the induſiry of France.” This orator 
added, that France only prints 600,000 pieces in a 
year; and that to reduce the duty on their importa- 
tion, would be to ruin the manufactures of Rouen 
and all the ſpinning-mills. He concluded with ſome 
anathemas againſt the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, 
which inundates all Europe with merchandiſe torn from 
the inhabitants of the banks of the Ganges, for very m- 
conſiderable prices. | 

One of his colleagues, however, immediately re- 
plied with great propriety, ** that with the beſt in- 
tentions poſſible he had fallen into an error; for by 
thus pumiſting the Engliſh, he would reduce 40,000 
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( 274 ) 
manufacturers of the incorporated countries to mi- 
ſery, and world deprive the revenue of a million. of 
livres a year.” 
The duty having continued at ſeventy-five livres *, 


the Engliſh factors have alſo continued to . 
the republic with ordinary India goods, which France 


can herſelf no longer tear from the inhabitants of the 
banks of the Ganges for very inconſiderable prices, be- 


cauſe ſhe has been driven out of all her ſettlements 


in Aſia. If, therefore, 500,000 pieces of goods are 
entered at her cuſtom-houſes, it 1s very probable, 
that an equal number are imported in contraband ; 
eſpecially if we include muſlins and callicoes manu- 


fſactured or printed in Switzerland, No doubt the 
; blow lately firuck by the French at the induſtry of 
that country will confiderably diminiſh the branch of 


importation here ſpoken of; but this will ultimately 


operate only as an additional premium in favour of 


the goods. of the Engliſh Eaſt India Cn, and | 


the manufactures of Mancheſter. 
We may conclude the ſubject of the manufacture 


and printing of coarſe calicoes with the ers, 


r * PE 


— I” 


* No pieces are admitted that do not weigh two pounds ten 
ounces; the reſt are deemed muſtius, and can only be pany in 


; contraband, 


The price of the admitted cottons is, in London, from 205. to 
or., the piece, and their average, at the loweſt, muſt amount to 
thirty livres Tournois, at which rate the 400,000 or 500,000 pieces 
required by France will amount to fifteen millions of livres (fix mil- 


lions ſterling +). But if we add the fine goods or muſſins which are 


imported contraband, and thoſe manufactured and printed in Swit- 
.zerland; there is every reaſon to believe this branch of importation 


alone amounts to near forty millions (fixteen millions ſterling) an- 
, - nwally. It was flill more conſiderable formerly, and would be 


now if the conſumers were leſs impoveriſſſed. 
, See note on the value of livres in Chap. VI, 


- 
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extract from the report of a ſpecial commiſſion, of 
which Boullay Patay was the chairman, delivered'on 
the 28th December 1798: our committee, had 
they judged it neceſſary, might have proved by a 
pretty accurate ſtatement the annual deficiency in this 
branch; arifing, on the one hand, from the ſcarcity 
of employment, and on the other from the difficulty 
of ſelling. The quantity produced by our manu- 
faQories, comparatively with their former late, is in 
the decreaſing ratio of four to one; or 25,000 yards 
are now made where 100,000 were formerly manu- 
factured. Nor do we now ſee any kind of rivalſhip 
or competition in this branch' of trade. The chances 
are entirely againſt France; and your authority, if 


manifeſted by a wiſe though ſevere law, ſince ſuch a 


law is called for by the imperious circumſtances of the 
caſe, may re-efiabliſh the equilibrium which is at 
once ſo needſul and ſo anxiouſly deſired. Were the 
duty collected at the barriers ſix times as heavy as it 
is, however juſily it might be deemed exorbitant, 
the balance would not be eſlabliſhed between the 
manufacturers of France and thoſe of foreign coun- 
tries. We conſider it as certain, that goods imported 
at a great expenſe from foreign parts are re-exported 
to be printed ; and that they are afterwards again 
brought in to be fold under the eyes of our manu- 
facturers themſelyes.” 


The more fully to prove the decline ot · all the other 


manufactures that have eſcaped the deſtroying demon 
of the revolution, and to complete the ſtatement of 
the particulars which are ſtill concealed, let us refer 
to the report preſented on the 18th March 1798, by 
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a ſpecial committee appointed to make a report on the 


neceſſity of immediately re-eſtabliſhing the leads. 
Theſe were a kind of ſeal, which, under the old go- 
vernment, was put to moſt piece-goods manufactured 
within the kingdom, to prove that they were of the 
width, length, and quality required. Theſe /eals had, 
tl then, ſaved the buyers the neceſſity of examining 
their goods, which were uſually ſold without breaking 
bulk (ous corde). But the fect of the economiſts, 
who, as carly as 1779, had procured ſome manu- 
faftures to be freed from this law, cauſed all theſe 
marks to be ſuppreſſed in 1791, as an abſurd reſtraint 
on the unlimited freedom of trade. The falt,“ 


ſays the Chairman Laporte, © is as follows: —ſince 


the ſuppreſſion of the leads, the Rouen +4 cottons are 
only an ell and rs wide; thoſe of + only 4; thoſe of + 
only +; thoſe of 4 only zz, &c. The ſame frauds take 
place in the cambrics made at St. Quentin, Valen- 
ciennes, and. Cambray. In lieu of a national ſeal, 
the manufacturer now annexes to goods of a low 
quality the mark of a houſe who only make fine 
goods. The conſumer finding himſelf thus impoſed 


on, determines in future to ſupply himſelf elſewhere.— 


The merchants of foreign countries abandon manu- 
_ factures which offer no guaranty againſt impoſition.— 


Ihe ci devant Brittany makes linens peculiarly adapted 
to the Spaniſh ſettlements : theſe manufactures, which 


were once very carefully attended to, had acquired 
fo extenſive a name, that they exported annually to 
the value of more than ſeven millions of livres. Th 
Loftem of mdefmite. liberty has cauſed this important 
trade to decline. The manufaQurers too eagerly 


4 


1 


Z. . 8. 


C3 


adopted it; and the | hope of ſucceſsful competition led | 


them to make their goods cheaper, and conſequently 
worſe. This 605 of principle has induced the 


Spaniards, whole” repeated complaints were lighted, | 


to purchaſe of the Silefians, France has oft this im- 
menfe branch of trade. We may form ſome judgment 


of its importance, when it is known that the mere : 


wages for manufacturing furniſhed a ſubſiſtence to 
above 100,000 individuals of all ages and both ſexes. 
Carcafſonnewas in poſſeſſion of a trade to the Levant, 
for. almoſt the whole of the cloths made in that 
| commune; but the manufacturers have by degrees 
lowered the quality of their cloths, by making them 


without, method and diſcrimination. From that be- 


riod we may date the decline of one of the moſt i im- 
portant branches of foreign commerce enjoyed by 
France. The Englih. are now in poſſeſſion of it, 
and we are reduced to \ glean after them. Previous to 
the year 1779 the cloth trade was fo flouriſhing, that 


we exported to the amount of thirty-three millions; f 


but fince the ſyſtem, of unlimited liberty has pre- 


vailed, theſe exportations have been reduced to eleven 
millions . The fame want of faith took place in the 
filk trade of Lyons, and in thoſe goods in which gold 


and filver were uſed. In conſequence of theſe frauds 
our manufactures have fallen into diſcredit in the 
Levant, 5 the republic has . a valuable branch of 
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| * The time here ſpoken of was ten years before the revolution; 


at which period, and not in conſequence of this ſyſtem, the exporta · 
tion of light 1 woollen cloths was reduced from any - chree to cleyea. | 


millions. 
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April 1798, when recommending the immediate 7 of. = | 
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It is an important fac, that none of the manu- 


bers whom this reporter accuſed haye made the 
leaſt attempt to refute the fads he ſtates; and the 
public would have been deprived of all theſe con- 
feſſions, which are equally imprudent and inſtructive, 
had they. not been neceſſary to prepare the way for a 
motion to re-eſtabliſh the ſeals, by making it the in- 
firument of a tax. Yet, although this was unani- 
mouſly rejected as the worff of taxes, the report ſtill 


cxiſts, and it deſerved to be tranſcribed at length ; 
- Hot ſo much on account of the juſt concluſions drawn 
by the reporter, as of the facts it contains; for the 


ſuppreſſion of the leads, to which he exclufively at- 
tributes the decline of the French manufactures, is 


but. one of. its moſt inconfiderable cauſes. Laparte 


was, perhaps, intentionally ſilent on the three great 
obſtacles, which will, for a long while, impede the 
revival of the manufactures of France; namely, the 


exceſſive riſe in the intereſt of money—that of the 
price of labour and the decay of the roads and ca- 


nals; Which, * Echaſſcriaux has well expreſſed, a are 
the feet and the wings of commerce *. 

The firſt of theſe obſtacles deſerves full inveſtiga- 
tion. But before we trace the origin and effects 15 
— we ought to: ſtate the fats which 2 21 chat 
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"* This decay bas tended a ihe conveyance of TAY conſiderably ' 
ſlower, dearer, and leſs fafe, than formerly ; and has lately furniſhed” 


the carriers with a pretext to 2 their —_ * . - from 
nguage of Berand on 


abuſe, the conſequences 'of which have already proved moſt fatal. This 


_ deputy even went ſo far as to aſſert, that ſome carriers, when eg. 
truſted with the conveyance of merchandiſe, appropriated to ther | 


own ue the goods thus confided to their care. 0 
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( 79 ) | 
the general rate of intereſt in France is at this day 
about 25 per cent. per anmum. 

The Paris papers advertiſe the names of various 
houſes there, who periodically renew the offer of 
lending money on pledges at four per cent. per month. 
One of theſe offers it at 3 per cent. per month; but 
this is on pledges, which, if not more ſecure, are at 
leaſt more ſaleable than 1 others, ſuch as oY 
ſugar, &o. 
The Mont de Pidte of Paris lend at 3 per cent. ger 
month. 
The inſcriptions of thi conſolidated third, which ii 
5 per cent. intereſt, were, on the 1ſt April 1799, at 
two years purchaſe ; ſo that they would yield 50 per 
cent. per annum, if the intereſt were paid in ſpecie, as 
was ſolemnly promiſed ; or if the bons with which | 
they are paid did not loſe 34 per cent. 5 
Paper, on moſt of the merchants of Paris, at ſhort 
dates, and with good endorſers, is diſcounted there 
at the rate of 11, 2, and even 3 per cent. per month. 
The. wholeſale dealers, who, both at Paris and in 
the provinces, generally give a credit of fix weeks 
to reſpectable retail ſhopkeepers, allow an abatement 
of 21 per cent. diſcount for ready money. 
In addition to theſe facts the following will appear 
particularly ſurpriſing: Some time after the fall of 
Robeſpierre a new caiſſe d'eſcompte was formed at the 
hotel of Maſſiac, through the medium of which ſome 
vf the beſt houſes in Paris made their payments and 
receipts. At its commencement, it diſcounted their 
Paper at 4 per cent. per month; but this only as far 
as the amount of their ſhares or depoſits, Although 
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the credit of this 80 ſuffered a ſmall thoek by the 


event of the 18th Fructidor, yet as the Directory 
haye had ſufficient moderation not to lay their hands 
on its funds, the proprietors have ventured to iſſue 
notes, and ſtill continue their operations, which, 
however, are extremely limited in conſequence of 
the ſmallneſs of the capital employed, and the danger 
of increaſing. it. There is alſo another eſtabliſhment 
at Paris, nearly of a ſimilar nature, called the Caiſſe 
du Commerce, or commercial bank, which diſcounts 


ſhort paper, endorſed by three reſpectable houſes , at 


three quarters per cent. per month. 


Towards the commencement of the preſent year, a 


bank was eſtabliſhed at Rouen, on nearly a ſimilar 
plan, and has iſſued notes to bearer for 100, 500, and 
1000 livres, by means of which it diſcounts paper on 

Paris for its ev at one 1 a es 3 rent. 


per month. 


However tied this inloveſt- ns appear, 


| ſhould theſe. to banks keep their ground, they may 


render the moſt. important ſervices to the trade of 


Paris and of Rouen. It is to this kind of banks that 
I alluded.in my laſt work; but L took care to enlarge 


on the imminent danger of attempting ſuch eſtabliſn- 


ments until order is reſtored; arid perhaps the French 
will ſoon. repent of having been too precipitate in this 
reſpedt. In fact, we ſcarcely know whether it is more 


ſurpriſing that tho eſtabliſhment of theſe two banks 
has, been riſted under the government of the Direc- * 


tory, that the latter have not yet abe to put 
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them in ſequeſtration, or that while theſe banks were 
diſcounting at from five to fifteen per cent. per annum, 
ſeveral others ſhould be ſucceſsful in A four 
per cent. per month on pledges. 

It is evident that the above-mentioned banks at 
Paris have had no influence in lowering the general 
rate of intereſt, at leaſt for thoſe who are not propri- 
etors ; ſince one of the queſtions propoſed by the 
above-mentioned anonymous banker was, © While 
the paper of merchants in general cannot be dif- 
counted under two or three per cent. per month, why 
is that of ſome houſes done at three quarters per cent.“ 
This queſtion clearly ſhows that there are ſome houſes 
who can get their paper diſcounted at the rate of nine 
per cent. per annum. The writer who anſwered this 
inquiry ſays, ** Some bankmg-houſes have proved their 
honefly and good faith during the period of paper circula- 
tion, Their fortunes are nearly independent of political 
events.” But this explanation requires a further elu- 
cidation, which this writer could not give while fitu- 
ated under the ſuperintendence of the miniſter of po- 
lice. It ſhall appear in its proper place. | 

Although we have very little intelligence of what 
paſſes in the provincial towns, it is evident the want 
of ſpecie muſt in them be ſtill more preſſing, ſince 
moſt vf the capitaliſts, the non-emigrant nobles, thoſe 
men who have made their fortunes, and the army 
contractors, have ſettled at Paris, either becauſe that 
city is_now the centre, or rather the only ſcene of 
commercial tranſactions, or becauſe they find the 
police there better regulated and more ſecure than in 
the departments, and eſcape much more caſily, not 
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only the re- actions of parties, but the animadverfion 


to which the rich, and particularly thoſe who have 


lately become ſo, are expoſed. 


Theſe are all the documents I have been able to 
collect relative to the preſent rate of intereſt in 
France: but they are ſufficient to prove that it is four 
or five times as high as before the revolution, and that 
thoſe who would engage in any trade or manufactory 
could not procure a capital without paying ſo exor- 
bitant an intereſt, that it would ab/orb all their profits. 
Theſe ſame documents afford a ſolution of another 
queſtion propoſed by the above-mentioned banker, 
and which he ought himſelf to be better qualified to 
anſwer than any other perſon: © Why do'the bankers 
of France no longer enjoy any credit abroad, and 
why do they not grant any to our manufacturers and 


. tradeſmen at home, as they did formerly *?” Laſtly, 


theſe documents prove that the rate of intereſt has ra- 


| ther riſen than fallen ſince the beginning of the year 
1797, when the commercial deputies complained 


© that it had riſen to ſo exorbitant a rate, that no 


parallel could be found in the moſt calamitous times 


of ancient or modern hiſtory.” They might perhaps 
be miſtaken with regard to ancient times; but it is im- 


a ; 4 wh A 
* The following is the anſwer that was made to this queſtion : 


% 


France is not in a ſtate of tranquillity, and foreign nations believe 


it to be much more agitated than it really is.“ This laſt trait gives 
rife to a ſuſpicion that the Deputy Arnould was the anonymous an- 
ſwerer of theſe eleven queſtions ; for in his long report of the 26th 


+ © ; Auguſt, onthe then ſtate of France, he points out loan: to the govern- 
ment as the laſt and only reſource, aſſuring them that their circum- 


ſtances were not ſo deſperate but they might yet re-eſtabliſh their credit 


with foreign nations, and adds, that,“ according to the Yy obſervers, 
S 


France is tending to @ flate of TRANQUILLITY : capitali eſs a 


certain per/picacity, which does not ſuffer them to be deceived,” 
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poſlible not to agree with them, when, after informing | 


Ramel hat the capitals were diſſipated or buried, and 
the manufaFtories fhut up, they repreſented to him, that 
nothing but TIME and the WiSEST LAWS could remedy 
Juch numerous evils. 

It js notorious that the wife Jaws to which that mi- 
niſter recurred to diminith the rate of intereſt, were 
laws whoſe ſole object was to draw the little capital 
which was not yet diſipated or buried, into the national 
treaſury, by means of the purchaſe of confiſcated 

lands, 

And what has been the reſult ? A new reduction of 
the manufactures that ſtill exiſted, and an additional 
riſe in the rate of intereſt. Theſe two conſequences 
were inevitable: for where is there a Frenchman fo 
inſenſate as to expoſe his fortune by entering into 
ſpeculations, wherein, unleſs he is ſatisfiedwith ten or 
twelve per cent. profit, he cannot ſtand in competition 
with foreign manufacturers, while the government 


affords a proſpect of thirty, forty, or even fiſty per 
cent. by laying out his money in confiſcated lands? 


Rœderer pointed out this rock above a year ago *: 
but thoſe who were at the helm in France paid no 
attention to his warning, and now they have ſplit 
upon it, they make the ſame ſignals of diſtreſs which 
the commercial deputies had thrown out long. be- 
fore. One of the moſt powerful cauſes: of the 
general diftreſs,” ſaid Craffous, on the 23d March 


in. 


=y * — — T” — —_— 


t is natural to ſuppoſe,” ſaid he, © that thoſe who eſtabliſh 
manufactories, or enter into trades, would not be content with leſs 
intereſt on their, capital than they would derive from the purchaſe of 

nor can any thing be more guſt,” 
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1798, © is the exorbitant riſe in the rate of intereſt, 
This ideal value, attributed to the /n of riches, 
impedes and ſhackles the tranſactions of buſineſs, and 


oppoſes a vivifying circulation. Theſe are real and 
important evils, and each individual feels them more 
or leſs ſeyerely. But the conſequences are ſtill more 
fatal to the public proſperity #. Both the manufac- 
turer and the merchant, whoſe ſpeculations are ſup- 
ported by that cred: which ſprings from confidence 
alone, are obliged to refrain their induſtry in pro- 
portion to the diminution of their pecuniary powers,” 


Kc. ; | 


be leaſt reflection on circulation in general, or on 
the once flouriſhing trade of France, will convince 
us that the bulk of her tranſactions, both abroad and 
at home, were conducted by means of credit, and 
that promiſes to pay, or bills of exchange drawn at a 
certain date, had become a new-circulating medium, 
the amount of which far exceeded the ſpecie in the 


country. Bailleul eſtimated the joint amount of the 


ſpecie, credit, and other circulating capitals, as form- 


ing, mediums of exchange under the old government 


of. thirleen, milliards (526 millions ſterline). It is 


much to be lamented that this financier has not ſtated, 
the data whence he made this calculation ; but even 


** 
* — Tx — 


* Theſe conſequences are rendered more and more Fatal to the 
national revenue, not only becauſe it affects all its purchaſes, on ac- 
count of the inability to pay ready money, but becauſe the col- 


lectors of taxes conceal their receipts as long as poſſible, in order to 


. employ them at exorbitant intereſt, Of this the miniſter of finance 
is continually complaining, and threatening them with puniſhment ; - 
but all his menaces are in vain while the bait to elude his vigilance is 

En He: 5 
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ſuppoſing it exaggerated, {till it is certain that credis, 
which is the principal, though artificial, ſource of 
all pecuniary tranſactions in France, has been dried 
up in proportion as the general diſtruſt has in- 
creaſed its repulſive” force. This is another conſe- 


quence of the aſſignats, and of the dread of ſeeing 
ſome new paper circulation ſuddenly ſubſtituted in * 


their place, by means of which the government will 


pay their contractors, by authorizing them to pay 


their creditors in the ſame manner. This is the prin- 
cipal cauſe of uſury in France; and of this her leaders 


are ſo well aware, that, to juſtify their bankruptcy to- 
wards the holders of mandats, the miniſter of the in- 


terior alleged, that the fucceſſive forced circulations of 
paper had obliged the home trade to deal only FOR READY 
MONEY. The miniſter, however, was miſinformed ; 


for I know there are ſeveral foreign merchants who 
ſtill give a credit of two, three, and ſametimes of fix 


months to their correſpondents in France. It is true, 
they only grant this favour to the few whoſe good 
faith has already been tried during the reign of paper, 
and jt is equally true that ſeveral of the inhabitants 

of France have paſſed through this ordeal with ho- 
nour: but we may conjecture, without exaggeration, 
that the credit granted them on their purchaſes abroad, 


is in general only a fifth of the time allowed them 


before the revolution. From this ſource the follow- 


ing effects have flowed :—As the. Lyons merchant - 
formerly bought his filk at fifteen months credit, and 


- fold his manufactures at a year's credit, he might, 
with a very moderate capital, carry on a very conſi- 
derable trade, But now every thing is changed: and 
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though he can ſcarcely obtain three months indulgence, 


yet he cannot offer his goods for fale in a foreign 


market without giving the ſame credit as his compe- 
titors. How then can we wonder that the grower of 
filk in the ſouth of France no longer finds purchaſers 


or manufacturers for his produce ? 


The foreign trade of every country bears but a 


- ſmall proportion to the tranſactions of its internal 


commerce. No doabt its ſtate and progreſs well de- 
ſerve our minuteſt attention, though rather as a ſymp- 
tom than as a mean of proſperity. And although it 


is often at once the cauſe and effect of riches, the 


moſt defirable circumſtance attending its progreſs is 
not perhaps ſo, much the balance received by the 
commercial nation, as the certainty it gives them of 
ſapplying their own wants, which depends on the 
quantity exported, while the number of domeſtic 
conſumers keeps. pace with that of their foreign pur- 
chaſers. The Engliſh, for example, conſume infinitely 
more of their own woollen manufacture, ſince their 


exportations have been doubled or trebled *, This 


truth cannot be too ſtrenuouſly enforced ; and ey | 


— "Lung 
pm—_— —_— XY 


The average amount of their exports in this branch, during the 
three firſt years of the preſent century, was 2,477, 5207. ſterling, 
whereas for the three laſt years it has been 5,079,813. ſterling. 
Now as theſe eſtimates are formed from the cuſtom-houſe books on 
the old ſcale of prices; eſtabliſhed a century ago, although it ought 


to be fifty per cent. more, and conſidering the improvement in the 


qualities, aud the increaſed prices of cloth, we have every reaſon to 
believe that the Engliſh now export woollens to four times the amount 
exported at the commencement of the preſent century, and to nearly 
three times the amount of the filks exported by France during the 


higheſt proſperity of the trade of Lyons. It appears by the convoy 


— that the exportation of woollens from England amounts to nine 
millions ſterling. - | "= at | 
It is to be obſerved, that woollen manufaftures are among thoſe 
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enlightened prince ſhould conſider it as his principal 


object, in inſpecting his cuſtom-houſe accounts, to 


judge by thoſe invaluable documents whether both 
the productive labour and the conſumption of his 
ſubjects are increaſed, diminiſhed, or continue ſta- 
tionary. 

It is in this point of view that we ought to MOR 
theſe remarks to republican France ; for if, as will 
hereafter appear, her foreign trade has been reduced 


to leſs than half its former amount, it is highly pro- 
bable that the claſſes of her inhabitants, who are in 


eaſy circumſtances, do not now conſume-one half the 
clothes or the furniture they purchaſed before the re- 
volution. ; If they have loſt two thirds of their former 
income, . they muſt ſurely deprive themſelves of as 
great a proportion of their former enjoyments. The 
compariſon of the people of Poland with France, or 
of Ireland with England, has long exhibited a _ 
demonſtration of this truth. 

I do not, however, mean to infer, that the French 
are as yet arrived at a ſtate of miſery ſimilar to that 
of Poland; for it is evident they caa ſupply the bulk 
of their own conſumption of coarſe clothing : but as 
the amount of the exchanges to which this nd 
tion gives birth is far more conſiderable than thoſe of 
foreign commerce, it follows that: it is principally in 
their domeſtic tranſactions that the republic muſt ex- 


IEG the diſaſtrous effects 2 the rent v er * 
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which have made the leaſt rapid progreſs in England, and it ĩs ſur- 
priſing. that they have not been mare materially retarded by that of 


cotton goods, as there are ſnd 10 a hundred times as oy of the 


latter manufactured in Eng 
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nd now as a century ago. 
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dredit; and hence I infer, that even had theſe domeſtic 


traniactions only been reduced to one half, it is highly 
probable they would require a much larger circula- 
tion of ſpecie than formerly. 

Of this we have a proof in the increaſing lament- 


ations of the French concerning the ſcarcity of mo- 


ney, notwithſtanding all the filver of the churches, 
and the immenſe quantity of plate belonging to indi- 
viduals, which has been carried to the mint, and was 
deſtined to replace the ſpecie ſent abroad, or buried 
and concealed. Yet they are continually deploring, 
more and more, the diſappearance of the ſpecie, while 


they ought rather to lament the total deſtruction of | 


credit. Let them, for inſtance, turn their attention 
for a moment towards Great Britain, the good ſenſe 


of whoſe inhabitants has convinced them, that as the 
precious metals are a mere dead ſtock, it is enough if 
they have a ſufficient quantity of them for the ſettle- 
ment of accounts, fince they can double that quan- 


tity, whenever it is neceflary, by means of bank notes, 
which perform all the functions of ſpecie, without the 
inconvenience and loſs attending a dead capital in 


money. It is certain, however, that with a circulat- | 


ing medium, whether in ſpecie or in paper, not ex- 


cecding half what is poſſeſſed by France, that nation 


tranſacts buſineſs to an infinitely greater amount. 


To what then can we attribute this ſurpriſing fact? 


Doubtleſs to the effects of credit; while credit itſelf 


. ariſes from ſecurity, ſecurity from liberty, and laſtly, 


liberty from reſpe& for the Laws; to which every 
claſs of men in England. either voluntarily bow, or 
are compelled to ſubmit. 


— — rue 


„ TOON 

It is the inſtability, oppreſſion, and ſeverity of the 
laws, and the contempt of the people for their autho- 
rity, that have for ſome years paſt annihilated eredit 
in France: and the commercial deputies, when they 
declared, that the growing habit of hoarding money pre- 
cluded all poſſibility of borrowing, were very careful to 
add, that this flate of affairs was the reſult of a v 
number of laws which violated property, overturned 
credit, and followed each other with a wo oo, an rae 
pidity. * 

I ſhall preſeattly deſcribe vHther eaves of the annĩ 
hilation of credit; but we will begin by pointing out 


one of the moſt diſaſtrous of its conſequences. 1 


mean, that the retail prices of goods have, by degrers, 
riſen to near twice the price that is paid for them to 
the wholeſale dealer. Nor can we wonder at this 
when the manufacturer can only obtain a very ſhort 

indulgence on his raw materials, and therefore cannot 
grant a longer time to the ſhopkeeper. Hence the 
retail dealer is dbliged to add to his accuſtomed pro- 
fits the intereſt of the money he advances: an addi- 
tion which muſt necoſſarily be exorbitant on account 
of the enormous intereſt paid for money; for if the 
goods remain a year in his warehouſe, this defay 
would expoſe him to a loſs of a quarter or even one 

third of their value *. 


1 . 


_ 


* The retail dealer is almoſt certain of a daily fale, and os ſtocks 
his. was ah in proportion to the demands of his cuſtomers, to whom he 
gives the law, obliging them to reimburſe him, for the intereſt of his 


maney, the expenſes of og licence (patente), and the amount ob his 
perſonal and mobiliar 


But the ſituation o 2 wholeſale dealer is very different, If he 
ventures to make a ſpeculation, and cannot wait till the market is 


favourable, he is very POOP obliged to ſell his | goods at, a confi- 
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Another and a moſt deplorable conſequence of the 
deſtruction of credit is, that no one will keep a well- 
ſtocked warehouſe, the manufacturers only making 
juſt as much as will ſupply their actual orders, and 
never venturing to accumulate their . ſtock, though 
that accumulation is the true criterion and meaſure of 
the proſperity of every nation. S | 
If we may liſten to the legiſlator Craſſous, and the 
majority of his colleagues, the uſurious intereſt of 
which they complain ariſes from no other cauſe than 
the /carcity of money. This, no doubt, has a con- 
ſiderable effect; but Mr. Hume has fully proved that 
the intereſt of money does not ſo much depend on its 
ſcarcity, as on the profit that can be derived from 
other modes of employing it, and that this profit is 


always conſiderably higher in countries where the uſe- 


ful arts are in their infancy, or where they are declining. 
It is remarkable that this acute writer ſhould have 
omitted the principal cauſe of the increaſed rate of 

intereſt, which is the riſk of the lenders, and their want 
of confidence in the laws which ſanction and ſecure 
their tranſactions. But the commercial deputies hav- 
ing paid - dearly for their experience, ſupplied that 
omiſſion, and complained moſt loudly of the inſta- 
bility of the laws, which have inceſſantly alarmed - 
the moncy- lender with chances of Joſs hitherto un- 
known, * Theſe hazards,” ſay they, © authorize 


derable loſs, or at leaſt without profit, that he may not ſacrifice the 


exorbitant intereſt he might otherwiſe receive on his capital, or that he 


may derive a more conſiderable profit from ſome other ſpeculation, 
In a word, he is either poorer in proportion, or more preſſed for 
money, than the retail dealer; and thus is the great difference between 
the wholeſale and retail prices to be likewiſe attributed to uſury. | 


"0 4 
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him in compenſating his loſſes by demanding, a ftill 
higher intereſt, which muſt augment in proportion to 
the danger, till at length the riſk of loſs increaſing 
beyond all the calculations of human foreſight, no 
other remedy could be found to ſuch flagrant depra- 
vily than a ſpirit of hoarding, which will turn a deaf 
car to every borrower.” fe $7 | 

It was in ſpeaking of the ſcandalous practice of paper 
circulation, that the commercial deputies thus ex- 
prefled themſelves, acknowledging © that it had ſub- 
ſtituted diſhoneſty in the place of good faith, made 
vice triumph over virtue, and introduced into every 
claſs of ſociety the moſt unbridled corruption, and 
the moſt diſguſting depravity s. $ 


— bi 


* Such will ever be the effects of a paper circulation iſſued by the 
government, eſpecially ſhould the law conſtitute it a legal payment, 
and authorize the diſcharge of debts in a medium whoſe value is in- 
ferior to the true amount of the debts contrafted. No Frenchman 
has been ſo energetic as the celebrated Briſſot, in reproaching the in- 
habitants of the' United States of America with having forfeited that 
character of ſtrict probity and honour which once belonged to them. 
Had he taken the painsto trace this degeneracy to its true ſource, the 
veſtiges of which unfortunately ſtill continne, and will endure for a 
4 ey time yet to come, he would have found it in the circulation 

of paper, as well by each ſeparate State as by the Congreſs. Thus, 

perhaps, he might have been able to preſerve his countrymen from 
ſplitting on the ſame rock; for had he referred to the Hiſtory of that 
country publiſhed. by Ramſay, he would have found the following 
aſſage: | | 
5 The evils of depreciation did not terminate with the war; they 
extend to the preſent hour. That the helpleſs part of the commu- 
nity were deprived of their property, was among the leſſer evils which 
reſllted from the legal tender of the depreciated bills of credit. The 
iniquity of the laws eſtranged the minds of many of the citizens 
from the habits of love and juſtice. | | 
« The nature of obligations was ſo far changed, that he was rec - 
koned the honeſteſt man, who, from principle, delayed to pay his 
debts. The mounds which government had erected to ſecure the 
obſervance of honeſty in the commercial intercourſe of man with 
man, were broken down; truth, honour, and juſtice were ſwept 2way - 
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n ds inclancholy fact, that this depravity his 67 
late made a conſiderable progreſs among the majority 
of men engaged in trade in France. Trade,“ ſaid 
Roſſee, on the 14th March 1798, „ is in the hands 
of ſuch umprincipled men, that it is impoſſible to be 
too cautious of falling into their hands.“ “ One 
throne is ſubverted,” added Gauthier, a few days aſter; 
* but another throne remains to be deſtroyed : 1 
mean that on which depravity has taken her ſrat. On 
every fide we are ſurrounded by corruption, and its 
mighty torrent burſts through every obſtacle. * If a 
change of ſyſtem is not ſpeedily adopted, it will bad. 
low up the whole rifing generation.“ 50 | 
On the very day when this deputy thus ak 
to alarm the Council of Five Hundred, Harmand 
declared! in the Council of Elders, that he could not 
diſcover any. other means of putting a ſtop to the 
increafing depravity of the commercial claſſes, than to 
imitate thoſe who had ſitten upon the throne which 
was tiow /ubverted. He inſtanced the | edict of 
Henry IV. in 160g. * caſy to perceive,” ſaid 
he, © that in thoſe times, as in our own, political 
troubles” had given hirth to a great corruption of 
manners, and ſuch an unbounded licentiouſneſs, 
 ofþecially in commerce, that not only private families, 
but the ſtate itſelf, was diſordered; and that to put 
a ſtop to theſe diſorders and OR, it was neceflary 
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to have recourſe to ſevere penalties againſt fraudulent 
| bankrup tcies. 3 
Arreſts for debt, which the economiſts had alſo 

ſucceeded in aboliſhing, at the ſame time with the lead 
ſeals, were now reſtored without any farther delibera- 
tion. This was doubtleſs indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
the reſtoration of confidence in commercial tranſ- 
actions: but by ſome unaccountable fatality, the pre- 
ſent legiſlators of France are never ſucceſsful but in 
deſtroying, nor do they ever think of correcting an 
evil till the remedy is worſe than the diſeaſe. Can 
we, for inſtance, imagine a more ſcandalous viola» 
tion of juſtice, than to attempt putting a ſtop to 
individual amprobity, by re-eſtabliſhing impriſon- 
ment for debt, at a time when the government itſelf 
is in a ſtate of undiſguiſed bankruptey, towards every 
Frenchman who has contracted any debts ? Can we 
conceive a greater degree of improbity than to cauſe 
men to be dragged to priſon for paying their cre- 
ditors in the very paper (the bons) in which the 
ſtate is paying the annuities and dividends, after hay- 

ing liguidated, that is to ſay, ere id 
one third ? 


The deputy who paſſes for the moſt experimcad 
merchant of the two Councils, has fully proved the 
extreme injuſtice of re-eſtabliſhing perſonal arreſts at 
an ra when the government adopts this method of 
diſcharging its debts. He repreſented that © almoft 
every individual citizen was a ſufferer by that national 
bankruptcy called liquidation. Where is the man,” 
faid he, who is not either directly or indirectly a 
creditor of the republic ? Where is the man who is 
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| not either thus paid off, or the creditor of ſome one 
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who is? What then will be the fate of this enormous 
maſs of citizens who are thus intereſted in the liqui- 
dation of the national debt? And yet you have de- 
creed the re-eſtabliſhment of perſonal arreſts, which 
muſt "inevitably affect a large number who will be 
unable, with all their exertions, to pay their debts, ſo 
long as the preſent depreciation of real eſtates and 
of the public ſtocks ſhall continue.” Here the ora- 
tor recapitulated all that the law requires of a French 
citizen“ if he is a ſtockholder,” continued he, © in 
proportion to the liquidation of his claim, without a 
ſecurity for the payment of the intereſt allowed him 
on the reduced capital ; if he is a debtor, in proportion 
to his engagements before and during the period of 
the paper circulation; if he is in trade, in proportion 
to his liberty which is thus compromiſed; if he is 
liable to taxes, in proportion to his apparent fortune, 


which may rather be called a nominal fortune ; if he 


is a landholder, in proportion to the depreciation of 
land, which has been the neceffary conſequence of 
the depreciation of paper —and he concluded this 


© recapitulation as follows: © By the execution and 


the non-execution of your laws and orders, you at 
one and the ſame time act and do not act; you order, 


you demand, you reduce the intereſt, you impoſe. 


taxes, you ſend forth garniſers, you impriſon for debt, 
you r ale and 8 again, and 15 pays no- 
thing.“ 

Thus 15406 80 April 1798 ſpoke Lecouteulx, who 


would donbtleſs have been leſs alarmed; had the 
F only queſtion -been-the.decree which authorizes. im- 


( 195 ) 
priſoument for debt; for the number of inſolvent 


debtors is ſo great, that it is impoſſible the judges 
thould attempt to put the law in force; ſince all 


the priſons in naar would not be ſufficient to con- 


tain them. 

The ſpeech of this deputy renders it unneceflary to 
make any additional obſervations on the impoſſibility 
of the French government reſtoring probizy in pecu- 
niary engagements, as long as it ſhall be unable to 


pay thoſe of the nation, or on the impoſſibility of 


reducing the intereſt of money, till this ſpecies of 


improbity, which has made commerce little better 


than highway robbery, ſhall be quaſhed. 

It cannot be too often repeated, that the AssioNArs 
were the real ſource of this evil, What Dupont very 
juſtly calls the depraving or mmoralizng ſhocks * of 
the revolution, are alſo the combined effect of a mul- 
titude of laws which ſeem. calculated to draw upon 
the French nation every thing that would corrupt 
them, or rob them of their natural 'franknefs, difin- 
tereſtedneſs, and confidence. Thus, for example; in 
order to efface the impreſſion of the late king from 
the coin, they have converted the church bells into a 
new republican coin, which does not contain one 
third of its nominal yalue. Such frauds may indeed, 
for a time, deceive the common people, but they are 
diſcovered ſooner or later, and at length are almoſt 


always magnified beyond the truth. In France, the 


Jacobins themſelves, both at Paris and in the depart- 
ments, univerſally give the preference to the old coin 
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of one And two ſous pieces, although they contain lefs 


metal than thoſe of the republic. Hence the govern- 


ment have lately determined to call in all the copper 
coin, old or new ; and as they engage not to put them 
again into circulation, they can only employ them for 
cannon until the period ſhall arrive when theſe may 
again be converted into bells. 

This baſe coin may explain the rife in the price of 
labour, of which we ſhall preſently have occafion to 
ſpeak. In fact, if the copper money, with which the 
labourer is either partly or wholly paid, is not intrin- 
fically worth more than four tenths of its nominal 
value, it is evident they muſt be compenfated by an 
augmentation of their wages of at leaſt four or five 
tenths. But it is by no means equally apparent that 
the calling in this baſe money will be ſufficient to re- 
Kore the price of labour to its ancient ſtandard. 


As the government, in calling in this coin, engages 


to receive it in \payment of the taxes and contribu- 


tions, and will thereby ſuffer a loſs of forty-four mil- 


lions of livres, they have recurred to the expedient of 
compenſating that ſacrifice out of the filver coin, by 
fubſtituting the name of franc to that of livre, and 
ordering that theſe ſhall be equal to one livre and three 
deniers tournois, ſo that the old &cu of fix livres is 
now worth only five livres and N centimes, or 
Ape livres eighteen ſous. | 

The pretext of this ſingular decree was to favour 
the decimal mode of calculation: but the real object 
was an imperceptible augmentation of one and three 
quarters per cent. on all the taxes, by demanding pay- 


ment of them in francs. It may, however, turn out 
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that the government will fall into their own ſnare; for 
while enforcing the adoption of this new regulation, 
they muſt neceſſarily conform to it themſelves in deal- 
ing with the contractors, and the perſons they em- 
ploy ; and as their expenditure 1s four or five times 
as much as their receipts, they will in the end loſe 
three or four times as much by this impoſition as 
they expected to gain by it. 

A ſtill greater evil attends this regulation of the 
coin: I mean the illicit profits derived from it by the 
jobbers (agioteurs), who are able to follow all its 
changes, and thus to lay a ſnare ſor thoſe who have 
been ſimple enough to believe, that contracting a 
debt for 600 livres was the ſame as binding themſelves 
in the ſam of 1co crowns. It is ſaid that ſimilar im- 
poſitions have at length put the greater number on 
their guard: and it muſt be conſeſſed that nothing 
could be more neceſſary, ſince every piece of filver 
coin they pafs expoſes them to a lawſuit, unleſs they 
make a previous agreement, whether to pay and re- 
ceive in livres or in francs, and whether the odd mo- 
ney ſhall be paid in copper. As this bargaining i is 
ſtill more complex with regard to gold, it is already 
under diſcuſſion of the legiſlative body to aban- 
don it to its intrinfic value, and to demonetize or 
quaſh the louis, as they have done with regard to the 
aſſignats and mandats, leaving every one to make 
his own bargain according to the market price. 


Though this meaſure will be equally diſaſtrous with 


the former, we ſhall hereafter ſhow that it is become 
almoſt indiſpenſably neceſſary. 
But this is not all. While the legiſlators of TR 
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have thus confounded the nominal and intrinſic value 
of the coins; while they have attempted to ſubſtitute 
for the &cu' of ſix livres with the king's head, a new 
<cu of five livres with the figure of the republic, con- 
taining a much greater proportion of alloy than the old 
filver coin &; they have alſo determined to change 
all the weights uſed in traffic, and to ſubſtitute the 
new meaſure called metre in the place of the ell.” 

As the former is one fifth leſs than the latter, moſt 
of the hawkers and pedlars, and the lefler ſhop- 
' keepers, have eagerly adopted it; and without conſi- 
dering themſelves obliged to declare the difference to 
the purchaſer, delivered five or ten metres, while the 
buyer imagined he had received an equal number of 
ells ; whereas, on examining his purchaſe, he found 
he had only four or eight. It is unneceſſary to 
add, that in'the innumerable appeals which have 
ariſen from theſe impoſitions, the judges have always 
decided according to the decree which orders all good 
citizens to: uſe only the republican meaſures; In this 
reſpeci, inſtances of cheating have occurred which 
will one day amuſe the world; by furniſhing many a 
ſcene for dramatic exhibition. But however ſtriking 
_ theſe may be, or however applicable to my ſubject, 
I cannot prevail on myſelf thus to embelliſh the me- 
N Oe of the 3 of a whole nation. 


— — — 


- Of this Vilters aps with much ſeverity on the 14th 
October 1955 In no pagan ſaid he, © has that great maxim 
of political economy, not 10 touch the coin, been leſs adhered to than in 
France, eſpecially ſince the revolution. Doubtleſs it was right to baniſh 
the r of ſlavery, and to ſubſtitute thoſe of liherty in their place; 
but g licy, as well as the intereſts of commerce, perhaps 22 
=. 2 andard (ſhould have been preſerved.” 
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-'T ſhall conclude this ſubject of the ne meaſures;: 
the adoption of which has been hurried on by every 
poſſible means *, with obſerving that it has contri- 
buted, perhaps more than can be imagined, to the- 
increaſe of price of the French manufactures. - Al-{ 
though the quantity is thus. diminiſhed; both in length 
and breadth, they have continued at their former prices 
for the ſame reaſons that prevented the price of labour 
from falling to its original rate, when the affignats 
gave place to ſpecie. The Directory, it is true, have 
been the firſt victim in conſequence of the contracts 
for the armies; and it is perhaps for this reaſon that 
they are ſo deſirous to have their metres and their 
grammes adopted by the neutral powers, ſor which 
purpoſe they have propoſed to them a congreſs" of 
What we have now ſaid of the progreſs of bad faith 
will perhaps point out the laſt, and perhaps the prin- 
cipal cauſe of uſury; I mean, that at Paris, lending 
money is become a mere game of hazard, of which the 
chances are incalculable, ſince there are very'few bor- 


* 
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*The following is an extract from the report on this ſubject, 
which was preſented by Daubermeſnil on the 24th September 1798 
« Our new meaſures cannot meet with any obſtacles except from ol 
prejudices, or the idleneſs of individuals. It is of the utmoſt im- 
portance to put a ſtop to this ſtruggle between the routine of habit 
and the dictates of reaſon ; between unpoſition and probity ; between 
the: t and the metre. Let us accelerate the period which will ba- 
niſh this variety of meaſures, this laſt remnant of the feudal ſyſtem. 
Like the new calendar (Pamuaire),. it is a republican inſtitution, and 
we ought to favour them all, becauſe they have all the ſame object. 
That of the new weights and meaſures is to eſtabliſh order and good 
faith in all tranſactions.“ | | 

This republican inflitution the kings of Pruffia, of Denmark, and 
the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, are ſtrongly ſolicited by the French 
Directory to introduce in their dominy | ww 
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rowers who are not government contra ctors, or under- 
contractors to theſe, Some houſes of trade, however, 
have perſiſted in refuſing every kind of tranſaction 
with theſe two claſſes of gamblers ; and theſe are the 
hoaſes which have been able to diſcount their paper 
at three quarters per cent. per month, while others 
cannot get theirs diſcounted for leſs than two or 
three per cent. This the writer mentioned (page 
181) has not dared to ſay, though he undertook to 
* the reaſon of this difference. | 
Nor can we be ſurpriſed at this difference, on 
we reflect that theſe contractors have already been 
_ fraudulently paid in 1797 in inſcriptians, and the year 
before in mandats. In order to compenſate therefore 
| the increaſing riſks which they incur in this lottery, - 
.- the government has been obliged more and more 
to augment the number of high prizes ; and the bait 
of this immenſe advantage leads the contractors, in 
their turn, to offer. a proportionate; intereſt for the 
money they borrow, or or for the hazardous credits they 
enjoy. It therefore. appears that the legiſlative body, 
who from time to time loudly complain of the increaſ- | 


ing progreſs of bad faith, en, and of the opprofive. 


FLAT 


the blame to them > way 3 they ſhould attribute it. to 
the frequent bankruptcies they have. ſucceſſively per- 
mitted or, ſanctioned, and thoſe innumerable retro. 
ſpective laws, which hoop every. man of progeny in a 
ſtate of fear and alarm. i ene 
: However eaſy it may | * to 3 the was 3 
of uſury, it is proportionately difficult to calculate at 
what period, and by what train of circumſtances, the, | 
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intereſt of r will be reſtored to its dale rate, 
In every other country, perhaps, it would be more eaſy 
than in France: but how could this be effeAed among 
a nation ſo diffimifar from every other, and eſpecially 
in their ideas on matters of finance ? Have we not 
already twice, within the ſpace of a century, ſeen the 
inhabitants of France exchanging their gold and other 
property, for leaves of paper, like thoſe of old, at the 


Sibyl's cave, which could not bear a breath of wind 
without loſing their magic value. Her prophecies, 


no doubt, will not again be fo readily believed, till 
the memory of the aſſignats is totally obliterated and 
extinct, But that period will arrive ſooner or later; 
and then, ſhould another Law appear with a plan of 


paper circulation, which ſhall unite the charms of 


novelty with the attractions of profitable ſpeculation, 


and the magic of unintelligible myſtery; ſhould he be 
able to give it an air of magnificence, by promiſing 


its votaries a coloſſal fortune; ſhould he be able to find 


a number of monied men, whoſe imaginations he can 


warm with the ſplendour of his /5/em, and who will 


preach it up and adopt it, we iaay be certain it would 
become a new and powerful taliſman to the French 

nation, that they will again purſue the golden dream 
of raiſing a 'colofſat' fortune, and that they will at 


length awaken with aſtoniſhment at having been a 


third time duped by a new adventurer, though equally | 
ready to fall into the ſnare of a fourth. If it were 


| 2 too raſh to attempt to judge of ſuch a nation by 
the ' experience of others, or to calculate the future 
viciſſitudes of riſe and fall in the rate of intereſt, I 


ſhould imagine it poſſible to point out various mea- 
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ſures which, being jointly adopted, might contribute 
to reduce it in a ſhort time to its old ſtandard, even 


ſhould the ſpecie in circulation have experienced a 


diminution of more than half. But the period is not 


yet arrived for mentioning them; for the two primary 


ſteps are the reſtoration of the lawful: heir to the 
throne, and the reſtitution of the confiſcated lands. 


It is ſufficient to have proved that the ſcarcity of 


money is by no means a principal cauſe of exorbitant 
and uſurious intereſt *. Hans jo | 


— — TIE 2 
_— 


* Bailleul is, however, the firſt who ſeems to have made the diſ- 
covery. At preſent,” faid he, on the 8th Auguſt, “the ordinary 
taxes are increaſed to the ſame rate as before the revolution, and credit 
is annihilated, Every thing is nou paid for in ready money. Buſineſs 
i therefore tranſacted with difficulty. Receipts are low. The pub - 
lic ſervice is impeded. The markets are heavy. And what is the 
cauſe of all theſe evils? Ti the deftruction of cxEDIT, Confidence 
is a ſpecies of taliſman which multiplies both reſources and capitals, 
unites all the citizens in the moſt erful bonds, is the ſupport of 
governments when they are diſtreſſed, and renders all” their powers 
effectual and productipe. It is public credit that we ought to apply 
ourſelves to create and. revive among us. Let us then confine our- 
ſelves to one object, the great and important object of 're-efabli/king 
credit. Let theſe words be engraved on the walls of this hall, and in 
the heart of every er 8 | a 

Theſe are grand truths; though they are not new diſcoveries : he 
ſhould however have had the courage to utter them on the zoth Sep- 
tember 1797, when the republic gave the death- blow to her own cre- 
ait by the celebrated decree of 4antraptcy. However extraordinary 
that decree may itſelf appear, the principles by which it was juſtified 
are far more furpriſing, and' will become a ſtriking feature in the 
hiſtory of the Great Nation, But what is ſtill more remarkable in 
this ſpeech is, that it was delivered by the ferocious Bailleul, the moſt 
ſtremous partiſan of the war, and that none of his opponents replied 


by obſerving, that the re-e/fabliſhment of credit depended entirely on 


the reduction of the expenditure within the limits of the revenue; 
that if this reduction were poſſible, it could only take place in conſe- 
quence of the return of peace, and that this auſpicious word ought to 
be engraved in the halls of the two Councils. It is in the directorial 
journal alone that we now and then meet with this word peace, 


though it is never employed but to ſhow that its return depends ſolely 


on the liberality with which the ſubſidies demanded by the govern- 
ment are granted by the Councils, and to prove that he 1 which oper 


Janus. 


- 


©. 


Theſe obſervations on the exorbitant rate of intereſt 
afford a clue to that of the manufactures of France. 
But their increaſe of price, both retail and wholeſale, 
is ſtill further accounted for by the ſecond of the 
cauſes enumerated above ; I mean the riſe of wages 
in the towns of France, where, Portes aſſures us, 
they have been doubled on every ſpecies of labour. 

In fact, the price of wages has only been increaſed 
50 per cent. His exaggeration, however, is by no 


means ſurpriſing in the midſt of a revolutionary vor- 


tex, which has confounded every thing with ſo much 


rapidity, that it is almoſt impoſlible to take a ſurvey. 


of its perpetually ſhifting ſcenery. Who could have 
expected this change from a peruſal of-the ſtatement 
publiſhed three years fince by Saint-Aubin ? whereby 


it appeared, that the wages of moſt of the workmen + 


in the towns were then only half as much as before 
the exiſtence of the paper circulation. From what 
cauſes then can they have been quadrupled, or, at 
leaſt, tripled within ſo ſhort a period? And yet of 
ſuch an increaſe the ſame author now complains, in 
a work which forms a ſtriking contraſt with the for- 
mer. When he is there endeavouring to account for 
the high price of wine, he attributes it to the ſudden 
increaſe of the conſumption by workmen and la- 
bourers, when, in lieu of fifteen or twenty ſous per day, 
which they could hardly make, towards the extinfion of 
the afſignats, they were ſuddenly paid two and even three 
Jap per day as ſoon as ſpecie reappeared, * _. 
This fa, which is in itſelf of the higheſt import- 


ance, is ſtill further confirmed, though with leſs -. 


preciſion, by a ſubſequent report; in which Lecou- 
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( 204 ) 
teulx informs us, that the wages of ſervants have 


riſen /o much, that no one will now engage more than 


are abſolutely neceſſary for the buſineſs of the family. 
Hence, therefore, it appears incontrovertibly evident, 
that a general and a conſiderable augmentation has 
taken place in the price of wages ; nor would this in- 
creaſe be by any means ſo great an evil as is imagined 
by ſome Frenchmen, were it but attributable to natu- 


ral cauſes, or if it had given birth to any emulation 
among labourers and workmen. Unfortunately, the 


revolutionary ſyſtem ſeems to have utterly eradicated 


the ſpirit of economy; an effect which muſt alſo be 
attributed to the operation of the aſſignats; for as no 
one could foreſee how much he might loſe within 


the next four and twenty. hours, the ſureft mean of 


_ avoiding loſs was to ſpend them as ſoon as they were 


received. Hence, as men leatned no longer to depend 


on the ſtability of any thing, every one made a point 
of enjoying the fruits of his labour before he had 


time to be robbed of them: and a journal of reſpect- 


ability aſſures us, that * not only the working people 
in the towns are muck leſs induſtrious, and gain three 


times as much as before the revolution; but that the 


high price of wages has given the loweſt claſſes a 


facility of ſubſiſtence till then unknown, and which 


permits the artiſan to gratify his old. Wan 2 


licentiouſneſs and debauchery c. * 
This, however, 1s a till. greater exaggeration "AY 


; than of Portes; for the moſt accurate accounts do 
not ſtate the increaſe of wages in the towns at more 


opens du Nord of f February 1797. 
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than half. Every artiſan who now receives three 
livres a day formerly received nearly two. 

The reader will ſcarcely believe this rapid increaſe 
of wages poſlible, when he reflects on the till more 
rapid impoveriſhment of the claſs of men who em- 
ploy journeymen. It is perfectly eaſy, however, to 
reſolve this problem, if we confider that the inhabit- 
ants of the towns were the firſt who felt the ardour 
of martial achievements : this led them in crowds to 
the field during the firſt campaigns, which were 
by far the moſt deſtructive. And as in this interval 
no apprentices were taken *, it is the leſs ſurpriſing 


— 


.. * The following is the report of Baraillon on the 17th Novem- 
ber 1797, on the preſent deſerted ſtate of ſchools in France: The 

uths who ought to have been under the tuition of the ſchools, 

ve flawn to the frontiers of the empire, where they have been ſuc- 
ceſſively followed by their younger brothers. Even thoſe who were 
exempt from the requiſition, in confideration of their tender years, 
were no leſs inflamed with the general enthuſiaſm and the martial 
erdour, for which the French nation are ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed; 
and, inſtead of applying to _ devoted themſelves to a military ca- 
reer. In every place the object that moſt univerſally ſtruck the eye 
was that of youths, and even children, learning their exerciſe, and 
perlormipg military evolutions. Their parents even encouraged this 
enthuſiaſm, and, inſtead of procuring inſtruction for them, only 
turned their attention to the arts of defence, or to exterminating the 
common enemy. The impulſe being thus once communicated, its 
force continued and increaſed; and thus the central ſchools were 
almoſt deſerted. Beſides, the fathers of families being not only 
oppreſſed. by requiſitions of every kind, and impoveriſhed by the 
unproductiveneſs of the harveſts, but ruined by the paper circulation, 
105 overwhelmed _ exorbitant L. __ a time 2 

cie was extremely ſcarce, were able to r any kind 
inſtruction for their children ; who —— thus ee ta 
ſtudy, even reſiſted the will of their parents.“ 

If ſuch was the effect of the military enthuſiaſm on the youth of 
France who were deſigned for the learned profeſſions, what muſt 


have been. its influence on the claſſes deſtined for handicraft trades, 


ever eager to prefer martial glory to obſcure domeſtic induſtry and 
labour? And what motive could induce a parent to pay an appren · 
tice-fee for his child, who, long before the expiration of his novi- 
ciate, would, ia all probability, be put in requiſition for the armies? 
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that the demand for journeymen bricklayers and ma- 
ſons ſor repairs ſhould be ſo diſproportioned to the 


number of thoſe who have remained at home, that 
the price of their wages has conſiderably increaſed. 


It is a certain fact, that the deſtruction of the men 


employed in the handicraft trades has been immenſe. 


We might even be led to eſtimate it at five fixths, if 
ve deduced our calculation from the produce of the 


kicences ; which, notwithſtanding the extreme rigour 
with which they have been exacted in the year vr. 
only amounted to ſeventeen millions; though Le 


Brun had eftimated them at 120. It is, however, 


highly probable they would have produced that ſum 
before the revolution, becauſe this tax is very heavy 
and very comprehenſive, extending to every handi- 


— 


— 


The ſame remark may alſo be applied to thoſe deſigned for the 
learned profeſſions. Incredible as it may appear, the new recruit- 


ments include all the young men who were deſtined to fill up the 


void of which Baraillon complained, when ſpeaking of the ravages 
and murders committed by the empirics of the preſent day, who 
pretend to practiſe the healing art. At the inſtance of this deputy, 
the legiſlature voted a conſiderable ſum for the immediate reorgani- 
zation of the ſchools of health; but ſcarcely had theſe begun to 
reſume their activity, when the decree of the conſcription announced 
to the new pupils, that they muſt abandon their ſtudies and march 
to join the armies. Tn conſequence of this, the ſtudents of Straf- 


burg preſented a petition, in which they only aſked for leave to 


continue their ſtudies 2:11 the levies z the military hoſpitals ſhould call 
them to the pofts they were to fill: But the Moniteur of the 2th No- 
vember 1798 ſtates, that the Council continued inflexible, and paſſed 


to the order of the day without a ſingle oppoſing voice to advocate 


their cauſe; not even Daubermeſnil, who, fix weeks before, had 


deplored the de/erticn of the new ſchools, declaring & that a great 
number of the officers of health, eſpecially in the armies of the ſouth, 


had fallen victims to that zeal which their country had a right to 
claim.” A few days after the Straſburg petition was rejected, the 
Counail of Five Hundred decreed, in anſwer to that of Hardy, 


_ that © the Directory may grant to the phyſicians graduated in forei 


countries the right of exerciſing their profeſſion within the territories 


of the republic,” 


(2% 


craſt trade, and to all thoſe who exerciſe any branch 


of foreign or domeſtic commerce. 
Another cauſe of the riſe in the price of labour, 


and for which the French are alſo indebted to the 


enlightened views of the economiſts, is, the impoſſi- 
bility of reſtraining the combinations among workmen 
to give the law to their employers. For the legiflative 
body, through reſpect for the declaration of the 
rights of man, has conſtantly paſſed to he order of 
the day, whenever the proprietors of the various ma- 
nuſactories have complained of the exorbitant demands 
of their workmen, and ſolicited for a tarif of wages. 
On the 13th June 1797, they rejected the petition 
of the cabinet- makers of Paris, declaring it was an 
attempt to reſtore the incorporated companies called 


Jurandes & Maitriſes, and perſiſted in adhering to 


what they called the grand principles, without regard- 
ing the obſervation of Vaublanc, that the police 
gught to keep a very watchful eye over combinations, 
which might ROY prove ſo in urious to the 
general good. 

Although this 4 only irritated his cal 


by citing the example of England, as a country that 


had conflantly pradliſed theſe wiſe maxims ; and although 
ſome - well-informed Engliſhmen entertain different 
opinions on this queſtion of political economy, the 
Directory will very ſoon adopt that of Vaublanc, 
and proclaim it to be dictated by wwydom. For as 
the government ſuffers confiderably by the increaſed 
price of labour, in conſequence of the immenſe 
amount of the clothing and accoutrements for the 
armies, whenever they can venture to diſpleaſe the 
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inhabitants: of che Fauxbourgs, Fea will denounce 
theſe combinations as a bounty granted by France to 
the manufactures of England. If they will then 
appear juſtifiable in ſuch an attempt, what muſt we 
think of the folly of thoſe legiſlators, who, after 
having decreed the prohibition of Britiſh commodi- 


ties, exclaim with aſtoniſhment and indignation, 


« that they fill find their way into the republic, 
and are daily exchanged againſt its ſpecie ?”—* How 
happens it,” Hellot gravely aſked on the 11th Auguſt 
1797, © that our prohibitory laws, which ought to 
baniſh our enemies from the important markets of 
France, are thus impudently violated ?” 

How happens it? — The queſtion is fimple 245 
childiſh! How happens it, let me aſk of this deputy 
and his party, that they dare to reproach the people 


with this violation of their prokibitory laws, when they 
have themſclves inceſſantly endeavoured to complete 
the deſtruction of all the uſeful arts, and have con- 


ſtantly forced into the armies the few induſtrious 
hands that yet remained? What! they themſelves 
proclaim the frauds praQtiſed in thoſe manufactures 
which have been ſo fortunate as to eſcape the revo- 
lationary hatchet, and are afloniſhed that their de- 
crees do not exclude Britiſh manufactures, which 


are not only of ſuperior quality, but much lower in 


price! When we learn from their own mouths, that 
their manufactures find their way to Paris itſelf, not- 


withſtanding the numerous armies that guard the 
© conſis and frontiers * ; when we learn ant the ary 


8 Of this I ſhall adduce er — | in ks next chapter. The 


3 ſingular confeſſioa of Bruſle, on the 15 May 1798, 


0 2090 ) / 


clothiers clandeſtinely purchaſe whole cargoes of or- 


dinary woollens in England for the armies of the 
republic, and even kerſeymeres for the ſenatorial toga 
of the two Councils, if we have any cauſe for aſto- 
niſhment, it is, that the latter ſhould flatter them- 
ſelves, that when peace ſhall have again opened the 
channels of commerce, the manufactures of France 
will be able to maintain a competition with thoſe 
which foreigners can fell at two thirds of the price, 
and yet gain a higher profit. No: France will never 


be able to maintain ſuch a competition, and re- eſta- 


bliſh ber richeſt manufactures, till ſhe ſtall again 
have accumulated a productive capital, and replaced 


her diffipated treaſures; or, at leaſt, till the r r 


tion of credit ſhall have reduced the intereſt of money 
to the ſame rate as in the manufacturing countries . 


= * — 


will here ſuffce. * Whenever a merchant, whether a citizen of the 
republic or a foreigner, wiſhes to tranſmit or import goods into 


France, he has two men to deal with on the frontiers : the firſt, who 
is the revenue officer, fays to him, You: muſt | give me fifty hor cans * 
our goods, or I will not ſuffer them to paſs; while another, who 
* e ſmusgler, ſays, All I aft is ten per cent. and Iwill procure their 
ri un. n | 5 | 


This deputy related the above as a notorious Fact; and added, that 


18 , 


the ſmuggling contraftors calculated upon 2 certainty of introducing © | 


ninety-five parcels of goods out of a hundred. | 
Though Saint-Aubin ſo eaſily made up his mind on the vaſt 

increaſe of wages, he, with great realon, compla 

exorbitant intereſt of money; of which he has placed the effects in the 


ſtrongeſt point of view by the following example: A manufacturer 


of ſtockings can ſupply that article cheaper in England, where, by 
means of mackines and ſuperior induſtry, a workman who receives 


three livres per day makes //7een_ pair of ſtockings in a week, and 


where the intereſt of money is only 6 er cent. per annum, than in a 
country where the workman is paid only two livres per day, makes 
only ten pair in a week, and where, for want of credit, manus 


facturer would be obliged to borrow a capital to carry on his buſineſs 


at the rate of 2 per cent. per month,” 
P 


% 
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It is true, that fewer obſtacles impede the revival 
ol their manufactories of furniture, trinkets, toys, and 
articles of faſhion, which require but ſmall capitals, 
and for which their refined taſte and continual novelty 
ſecures a decided preference : but the /ceptre of faſhion 
which the Parifians have held during the two laſt 
centuries, and which their poets have ſo proudly cele- 
brated * contributes but a very inconſiderable portion 
to the exportations of an extenſive empire. Thus, 
while the manufacturers of Great Britain allowed 
France to enjoy the excluſive privilege of ſupplying 

a few articles of dreſs for women of faſhion in the 
various courts of Europe, who place a high value on 
the embroidery of Lyons and the gapzes of Paris, 
they were employing themſelves in improving and 
bringing to perfection their extenſive manufaQures 
of woollens, of cottons, and of leather, with which 
| ſo many of the ſarmers of the north of Europe and 
America are clothed from head to ſoot. They very 
judiciouſly preferred applying themſelves to ſuch ma- 
nufactures as are not ſubject tõ the caprices of faſhion; 
and as Great Britain imports from her own colonies, 
or LINES at home, 2 of the raw materials ſhe 


OS OE” OI TON TI * 
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*The following e 15 ed bubu the writings of the 
Abbe Raynal, Sho 1 all take the liberty to rank with the poets 
whenever he abandons facts to enter iuto a diſplay of principles > © Tt is 
dy her manufactures and her m:/lingry that France has Jubjugated Eu- 
rope and ſome parts of the other hemiſ here. The nations are Faſei- 
nated; and cannot ſhake off the yoke —The fertility of invention will 
ever outrun the promptitude of imitation, and the levity of a nation 
who rejuvenate every thing at home, and render every thing abroad 
eki-fafhioned, will elude the jealouſy and foil the avidity of thoſe 
who would attempt to 9 her en Hi, * Phil. W . 


( arr} 
employs, the increaſe of theſe manufauress a proof 
not only of the flouriſhing ſtate of her induſtry, but 
alſo of her agriculture. - | 
No one will deny, that one of the great errors of 
the old government of France was that of ſacrificing 
agriculture to manufactures: and it is well known, 


that in order to encourage the latter, they procured, at 


a great expenſe, models of every machine that abbre- 
viates and accelerates the proceſſes of the arts. Their 
ſucceſſors of the preſent day are conſtantly deploring 
that theſe models, of which Paris boaſted the moſt 
magnificent collection in the univerſe, have been 
ſuffered, through groſs negleR, to fall to decay. But. 
in lieu of thus deploring the loſs of their models as an 
irreparable loſs *, they ſhould rather bewail the de- 


— —— — 


The models that have eſcaped the early ravages of the revolu- 
tian are rapidly falling to pieces, merely in conſequence of the 
penury of the finances, which denies even the trifling expenſe re- 


quiſite to ſtop their further decay. bg wk obſerved, in a report 
3 : 


made by bim in May 1798, that “ the ſum neceſſary to keep up 
the conſervatory of arts and manufactures would have been placed at 
very, high intereſt in conſequence of their influence on the national, 
induſtry.” He declared, that for want of @ building fit for their 
reception, that immenſe accumulation of invaluable objects could not 


be kept in repair; inſiſted that a delay of three years had progreſlively 


become ſtill more fatal, aud ſolicited, but in vain, for the ve 
moderate ſum of 60,000 livres, to remove all theſe clfi d æuure from 
the repoſitory, where they were ruingd, owing to their being heaped one 


upon another. 


It is eaſy to conceive, that this fine collection of models may have 


ſuffered for want of the neceſſary funds, whether to beſtow on them 
the requiſite care, or to enable the artiſts to be admitted to view 
hem: and the ſame will inevitably be the lot of the che- d c of 
the fine arts brought from Italy to Paris. But that the republican 
government ſhould ſuffer a repoſitory ſo important to the re-eſtabliſh» / 
ment of the arts to go to decay for want of 2 proper building for their 
2 at a time when they put up to ſale, at any price, the vaſt, 

difices they had confiſcated within the walls of the capital; or that 
the miniſter of the interior, whoſe agents do not occupy leſs than 


Four or five thouſand houſes in the various departments of the republic, : 
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ſtruction of the machines themſelves, of which Rœ- 
derer declares an immenſe number have fallen'to ruin, 
fince the men who were able to work them have been 
forced into the armies. 

It may be argued, perhaps, that thoſe artiſans who 
bave ſurvived the chance of war, will be ſtimulated 
by neceſſity to devote a larger portion of time and 
attention to their work; and that they will thus 
gradually ſupply, by their affiduity and perſeverance, 
the want of machinery to ſhorten and diminiſh their 
labour. This additional induſtry and exertion are, no 
doubt, the only means of repairing what was de- 
ſtroyed at the time when the general cry was, Periſt 
the arts, and let equality prevail. This was the motive 
ol Echaſſẽriaux's ſaying, Ne have oft much during 
the revolution, and we have a great deal to create anew. 
Such was the advice he gave his colleagues on the 
18th May 1798, and we ſhall preſently ſe wan, ad- | 
vantage they have derived from it. | 
Incredible as it may appear, they doubled the 
number of days on which the people were not allowed 
to work, and added the decadi as a new day of refb.. 
The apparent object of this decree was to ſubſtitute 
the new republican aun⁰jẽeirè to the old calendar; but 
the real, though concealed intention, was to extir- 
pate the Chriſtian religion, which inſtitutes the ſeventh 
day as a day of reſt and of divine worſhip z. and 
hence the Directory have been long endeavouring to 
change the market-days, and fix them on Sundays. 
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would not devote ane of all theſe to the be em of the con- 
ſervatories of trade and manufactures, is truly INN Fra: ap- 
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Gẽniſſieux could not ſucceed in ſanctioning this 
meaſure as a law, without ſounding the alarm againft 
thoſe who perſiſted in preferring the precepts of their 
religion. to the decrees of their repreſentatives.— 
« Every republican,” ſaid he, © muſt be ſhocked to 
obſerve the ſcandalous perverſeneſs with which the 
trades-people diſplay their wares for ſale on decadt 
in the ſtreets of Paris, while the ſhops ſeem to be 
hermetically ſealed on Sundays. This very ſtriking 
contraſt ſhows a decided contempt for the law, and 
this contempt ought to be ſeverely puniſhed.” Thus 
ſpoke this legiſlator on the 6th June 1798, and of 
courſe obtained a decree condemning to fine and 
impriſonment thoſe who reſiſt the order to make 
the decadi a day of reſt. 3 
We may boldly venture to defy the oppreſſors of 
this nation to cauſe their decadis to triumph over 
Sunday, and their revolutionary orgies over the 
Chriſtian rites and ceremonies. But ſhould they 
attempt to compel men to reſt only on the tenth day, 
theſe pretended friends of the poor may boaſt of 
' having overturned" one of the inftitutions moſt fa- 
vourable to their intereſt ; becauſe, while it forbids 
working on the ſeventh day, it obliges their employers 
to pay them, for the ſix days labour, a ſufficiency for 
their ſapport during a whole week. Thus it is that 
theſe philanthropic legiſlators fulfit their promiſes to 
meliorate the condition of the poorer clafles! 

Fortunately, this additional violation of the die- 
tates of humanity is not in their power. Of this 
they were ſo well aware, that as they dared not to 
One working on Sunday obligatory, ' they have 
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limited themſelves to conſtituting it a ſpecies of crime 
to work on decadi. And as the Directory will rigor- 
ouſly enforce this decree, it is very probable that the 
decadi will be obſerved by conſtraint, eſpecially in 
the, great manufacturing towns, which are more im- 
mediately under the notice and vigilance of the po- 
lice *. But as labour is voluntary, and the majority 


Ama * 


— — —— 
— — 


* One of theſe repreſentatives of the people having propoſed to 
declare the decadi the only day of reft, ck S oppoſed 
this propoſal as an inguiſitorial meaſure unexampled in hiſtory.— When 
J refer, ſaid he, “ to the codes of all the tyrants and uſurpers that 
have ſucceſſively oppreſſed mankind, I cannot find a fingle example 
of a ſimilar violation of perſonal and individual liberty,” When his 
colleagues perceived that this youthful deputy was ſo ſcrupulous of 

adding this lat to the code of their uſurpations, they very artfully 
eluded his vigilance, by only propoſing, that ſhopkeepers ſhould be 
obliged to open their ſhops during fair and market days. Lucian 
Buonaparte did not immediately perceive that this was a concealed 
mode of obliging them to open their' ſhops on Sundays : perhaps, 
too, he was not aware that the government had taken — pains to 

fix theſe fairs and markets on the days called in the decrees tie pe- 
riodical days of the old calendar. Thus amended, the decree was 
paſſed, though not till Lecointe had made the following obſerva- 
tions: Aſk'any man which is the firſt day of the week, and if he 
ſees the ſhops ſhut up, he will tell you immediately that it is evi- 
dently Sunday. We ought, therefore, to act towards the towns as 
intereſt has led men to act in the country, even in thoſe parts 
where fanaticiſm has exerciſed her moſt cruel ravages. From thoſe 
very country places I am juſt arrived; and even there the market- 
days being fixed on Sundays, have cauſed their ancient ſalemnities 
to be negleRted.” This deputy, however, ſeemed to have forgotten, 
that a few days before his colleague Bonnaire had agreed, that the 
ſupplies of the markets had been prejudiced by thus fixing the market-days 
on Sundays, and that the people murmured at it. But the Council of 
Five Hundred pretended to be the dupes of the above deſcribed 
_ impoſture of Lecointe, and relented fo far as to paſs to the order 
of the day on the motions of ſeveral members, who propoſed that 
licences ſhould be granted only to thoſe who took an oath to keep 
their ſhops open on Sundays; or, at leaſt, that thoſe who ſhut them 
up ſhould be deemed to have 1% of buſineſs. 

The commune of Ciotat preſented a petition, wherein they pro- 
poſed, © that thoſe who made other days of reſt beſides decade, 
mould be placed in the claſs of the rich, and ſhould. pay double 


= 


taxes, to be applied to the relief of the poor.“ 


(- $03} 
of the laborious claſſes are ſcrupulouſly attached to 
the principles of their religion, we may be confident 
they will celebrate the decadi to avoid puniſhment, 
and Sunday to ſatisfy their conſciences. Such is the 
ſtrange and unaccountable mode adopted for reducing 
the price of wages, repairing the deſtruction of ma- 
chines uſed in manuſactures, and creating a great deal 
anew, by puniſhing induſtry with fines, and enact- 
ing, that the whole French nation ſhall remain idle 
thirty-fix or forty days more than their rivals, whom 


they exhort their countrymen to excel in induftry, as 


they ſurpaſs them in military glory and political liberty *] 

Scarcely bad the two Councils paſſed this decree, 
when the miniſter of the interior addreſſed an often- 
fible diſpatch to his commiſſaries, complaining that 


Similar petitions had already been preſented before the revolution 
of the 18th Fructidor; but one of the members of the of the 
moderates oppoſed, them, and cauſed them to be rejected, crying 
out, Let us not diſhonour the decadi, by making it a day of 1DLENESS; 
but, on the contrary, let us honour it by rendering it COMMERCIAL. 
We may judge how far the temper of the times is changed, by 
caſting our eyes over an grder of the adminiſtration of the-depart- 
ment of Cher, which, to keep pace with the legiſlators who have 
ſucceeded Pichegru, lately pRoniBITED the farmers from publicly 
purſuing their work on the days appointed by law for days of reft. And 
although they have transferred to the municipal officers the power of 
granting diſpenſations which formerly relided in the curates, they 


recommend to them “ to grant theſe. only for a ſingle day, and 
when they are aſſured that the petiticners have not ſaſpended their 


labours on certain days of the decade deftined to the aft of any 
religion whatſoever.” Thus we perceive, that under pretext of ren- 


dering all their republican inſtitutions co-ordinate, the legiſlative body, 


the Directory, and their commiſſaries in the departments, have gra- 


dually prohibited labour even to farmers; and introduced in the gode 


of the Great Nation the very prohibition which L. Buonaparte could 

not find in the codes of all the tyrants and ufurpers that have ſucceſſively 

oppreſſed mankind. | <q 
* See Lauſſat's ſpeech, | | PIER EP 
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& great number of hands were idle, and e that 
they ought to be employed. 
This confeſſion, from ſuch a quarter, is the more 
remarkable, as a ſew weeks before he had erected a 
temple. to Induſtry * at Paris, at the opening of which 


he had himſelf officiated, and declared to thoſe who 


were preſent, © that mdufiry had acquired new energy ; 
that France was covered with the eſfects of its exertions ; 


that i, had vanquiſhed every obſtacle; and that the ſa- 


cred fire of emulation had conftantly mcreaſed the ſphere 
of its adtiviiy.— Reckon up,” ſaid he, „the innn- 
merable manufaflories that have ſprung up in the midſt 
of ſtorms, and even where great proſpects of ſucceſs 


were not held out, and be convinced that the RichES 


of the people are a neceſſary conſequence of the 
eſtabliſhment of LIBERTY!“ 

It is obſervable, that literary vanity induced this 
ſtateſman to inſert in all the daily papers this eloquent 
invitation to his countrymen to reckon up their in- 
numerable manuſactories. It is alſo obſervable, that 
theſe very journals had already anticipated his invita- 
tion, and publiſhed the enumeration which he thus 
ventured to > [provoke * out of eighteen ond 


a _—_— —— — 3 _ 
22 — — —— — — — 


— This temple, which is 1 on every ſide, ſays the account of 


it, is deſigned for the exhibition of models of French induſtry, This 
exhibition is to be held every year on the feſtival of the foundation 


of the republic; and the models are to be examined by a jury, who 
will decide whether they are calculated to do honour to the national 
induftry of France. This jury has already entered on its office, and 


| their firſt act was to announce to France, that the time is arrived 
when fhe will be emancipated from her ſervuude to the induftry of her 


neighbotirs, and that throughout the empire the arts go hand in hand with 
tie friences, and are Purfing from that 2 routine n. is the 
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looms formerly kept at work at Lyons in 1788, we 
can now ſcarcely reckon three thouſand :.“ 

It is further obſervable, that the ſame journals in 
which the miniſter cauſed this inauguration ſpeech 
to be inſerted, contained a very circumſtantial report 
of the Deputy Aubert on the ſame ſubject, in which 
we find the following ſentence : © Our manufactures 
have experienced ſhocks, the effects of which have 
been ſenſibly felt by the agriculture even of the pro- 
vinces in the neighbourhood of which they were 
fituated,” | 


Laſtly, it is obſervable, that this miniſterial quack 


ſent a circular letter to the departmental adminiſtra- 
tions, in which he repreſents induſtry, commerce, and 
manufactures, as the real ſources of public proſperity. 
He expreſsly charges them to inve/tigate the cauſes of 
their flagnation, and recommends them to“ make the 
people perceive in what high eſtimation agriculture is 
held by the French, ſince it is diſtinguiſhed by a 
national feafft. Lou will take this,“, ſaid he, “ for 
your text, to prove the great diſference, in this reſpect, 
between the advantages of a republican and a mo- 


narchical government .“ 


1 — 


* Clef du Cabinet, No. 556. 
«++ See the Supplement to the Moniteur of the 1 1th October 1796, 
No. 20. See alſo that of the ad October, containing another diſ- 


patch, addrefſed to the departments by the ſame Frangois de Neuf- 


Chateau, at the time when information arrived in France, that the 


Americans, provoked by the depredations committed on their trade, 
by the indemnities, the recantations, the loans, and the douceurs, which 
the republican Talleyrand demanded from - their ambaſſadors of 


peace, had declared themſelves exonerated from the treaty of commerce 
of 1778. It is well known, that by this treaty the merchants of 
France enjoyed many peculiar and excluſive advantages. To conſole 
them for theſe loſſes, the colleague of that miniſter addreſſed them 
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As theſe two papers, which may be conſidered a3 
official, were cotemporary with the law of conſcrip- 
tion, which tore from the farmers and handicraſt 
tradeſmen 7heir only ſons, whether their terms of ap- 
prenticeſhip were expired or not, they were truly 
worthy to be ranked among the numerous decrees by 
which the preſent legiſlators of France ſeem to have 
' undertaken the taſk of preventing the revival of pro- 
ductive labour, and completing the ruin of thoſe 
ſew manufactures that have eſcaped the eruptions of 
the revolutionary volcano. 

The diſcuſſion I have here entered into may, per- 
haps, to ſome readers appear tedious; but the im- 


portance of the ſubject required a minute attention to 


all its circumſtances. If we take the trouble to 
compare what has been ſaid with the chapter wherein 
M. Necker has proved, by authentic documents, that 
even at the period when the manufaQures of France 
were in their 'moſt flouriſhing ſtate, the whole 
amount of her exports, whether in manufactured 


5 goods, or the produce of her own foil (excluſive 


of that of her colonies), was not ſufficient to balance 
the value of her imports ; if we recollect that M. 
Necker computed this deficit at five millions of livres, 
Echaſſeriaux at ſeventeen, and Perree at thirty, we 
ſhall readily perceive, what a an ie of difficulties 


— 


o the following effect: Soon will new treaties of commerce with 
other allied powers open new markets to our commodities ; 22 
will zhoſe commodities be conveyed with increaſing facilit 
ads and canals, which will be repaired or opened ſucce _ 
wavy of every part of the territory of France.” Such is the effron. 
the men into whoſe power the revolution has precipitated 
15 Sham nation! ſuch are the ſucceſſors of the worthy 
erbes, whom it has led to the ſcaffold ! 
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the French are about to incur, to ſupply the void 
occaſioned by the annihilation of theix manufactures, 
and pay for the raw materials which are to them 
indiſpenſably neceſſary. Nor can I diſcover that they 
have any other proſpect before them, than that of a 
long feries of impoveriſhment, which will at length 
reduce them, by the privations to which it will una- 
voidably expoſe them, to ſupply the whole of their home 
conſumption themſelves. But till that period arrive, 
how can we explain the aſſertion of their governors, 
who have dared to declare to all France, that her re- 
ſources are entire, while theſe very men have, by means 
of their paper-circulation, their maximum, and their 
requiſitions, devoured by the war, and for the war, 
all the capitals over which they bave been able to 
extend their rapacious hands, and have ſeized and 
diſſipated, in rapid ſucceſſion, all thoſe they could 
diſcover, from the diamonds of the crown to the en- 
dowments of hoſpitals—from the church-plate to the 
iron of the railings, and even the leaden coffins of 
the dead! 
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CHAPTER VI. 
Of the preſent State of Commerce in France. 


W E are now to treat of the foreign trade carried 
on by France, in exchanging that part of her 
own commodities which ſhe can ſpare for thoſe of 


other countries of which ſhe ſtands in need. We 


have already ſeen, that before the revolution the 


French had not only enough to pay for theſe im- 
ports, but that they received an annual balance 


of ſeventy millions, which they derived entirely 
from their colonial produce. We have ſeen, that 
by, the cuſtom-houſe books of 1787 it appears, 
that at that period of unparalleled proſperity, ex- 
cluſive of their colonial commodities, the importa- 


tions of European France amounted to 230 . 


and her exports to only 200. The Deputy Perree, 
when quoting theſe books before the Council of Five 


Hundred, added, © that they evidently proved, that 


it was merely the produce of the colonies that had ſo 
ſtrongly inclined the balance of trade in fayour of 
France *.” 


_ — 14 


— 


* His report may be ſeen in the Moniteur of the 22th February 
1797; and in that of the 175th April following we ſee, that the very 
man who had thus evidently proved the above poſition, boldly aſcended 


the tribune to pronounce the following prophecy : Commerce 


already looks forward to the time when France ſhall be the maga- 
zine, the manufactory, and the emporizm of the world. Her generoſity 
and fidelity to her treaties of commerce and of peace, will attach to 
her thoſe nations who had already yielded their admiration to her 


j 
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When we conſider the preſent ſtate of the re- 
maining colonies, and the impoſſibility of cultivating 
with ſucceſs thoſe which England may conſent to 
reſtore to France, all that ſhe can expect, for ſome 
years after this reſtitution, is, to receive enough pro- 
duce from the colonies to ſupply her home conſump- 
tion. But as the exchange of her other commodities 
formerly left her an annual debt of ſome millions, it 
remains to be conſidered how much this unfavourable 
balance muſt have increaſed ſince the manufacturers 
have been totally ruined, who annually exported to 
the amount of 1 50 millions in filks, cambrics, lawns, 
cloths, ſerges, camlets, druggets, galoons, embroide- 
ries, laces, ſtockings, hats, gloves, fans, millinery, 


books, tapeſtry, watches, jewels, plate-glaſs, rich 


furniture *, &c. | 

It will no doubt be ſaid, that if France is obliged 
to purchaſe of other nations a part of thoſe articles 
of clothing with which ſhe formerly ſupplied them, 


her importation of the raw materials ſhe uſed to take 
from them will now. proportionably diminiſh ;. that 
ſhe will now have no-occaſion to purchaſe their ſilks, 
of which her imports formerly amounted to twenty- 


ſeyen millions. annually; and that ſhe will act as a 


* 


victories. A few months before this, Citizen Fontanes, when | 
opening the central ſchools of the department of Paris, had pro- 


miſed to the new republic . every ſpecies of glory, of „and of 
proſperity ; the martial virtue of the Romans, the ſcience of the 
Athenians, and THE COMMERCE OF THE CARTHAGINIANS !” 

* See vol. Ii. c. 3. of M. Necker's work on the Adminiſtration of 


the Finances. 
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nation of limited reſources, and revive her manu- 
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—— by prohibiting the importation. * vo fo- 


reign articles. 


This plan, however, is pregnant with many un- 


ſoreſeen difficulties ; for, however rich that country 


may pretend to be in internal reſources, ſhe depends 


on her neighbours for many raw materials, which 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary to her; particularly for 


iron, wool, hemp, flax, cotton, tin, lead, copper, ſea- 
coal, timber, maſts, pitch and tar, tobacco, ſpices, 


drugs, and even oils. Theſe are far from being 
mere objects of luxury or caprice, like moſt of thoſe 


exported from 85 they are iruly' articles of firſt 


neceffity. 


We do not here take notice of the e of 
corn, cattle, and ſalt proviſions, becauſe ſuch is the 


_ . depopulation of the towns of France, that it may 


be ſuppoſed ſhe will be able to ſupply the whole of 


her conſumption, and will be ſatisfied with the pro- 


duction of her on ſoil. But what will then remain 
to be exchanged againſt all the various ſpecies of 


raw materials enumerated above ? Only wines, bran- 
dies, and liqueurs (of which the exports formerly 
amounted to thirty-five or forty millions); nearly the 
fame amount in cambrics, lawns,' gauzes, ſilk ſtock- 
ings,” thin woollen cloth, books, millinery, jewellery, 
embroidery, and the ſmaller articles of furniture. 
But it is very doubtful, whether within a few years 
all theſe objects united will pay for more than half 
the raw materials of which France will ſtand in need, 
and the foreign goods which, notwithſtanding the 
vigilance of the officers of the cuſtoms, will be im- 
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ported in contraband, until her own manufactures 


become equal both in quality and cheapneſs to thoſe 


of Great Britain and Germany. 

Doubtleſs the impoveriſhment of the French will 
diſable them for a long time from paying a very large 
tribute to foreign nations; but they will be unable to 
diminiſh it, except by limiting their enjoyments and 
reducing their marine, for the proviſioning of which 
they formerly paid nearly twenty-five millions an- 
nually to the horth of Europe. Then will they at 
laſt regret their numerous privations; then will the 


moſt deplorable ſtate of weakneſs ſucceed to that 


paroxyſm of febrile delirium which the ignorant herd 
of the people even now conſider as ſymptoms of ſu- 


pernatural ſtrength. The period, however, is not 


diſtant, when the nation will awaken from their 
dream: nay, we may almoſt ſay it is already arrived, 
if we attend to the following reflection, which the 
emergency, of the public affairs forced from Vil- 
lers on the 3d December 1797 : Let us examine,” 
nid he, the real ſituation of our trade and manu- 
factures. Neither the one nor the other afford us 
much medium of exchange. Hence it refiudts, that 
France is #/enfibly drained of her * to pay for the 
colonial commodities ſhe conſumes. 

To. give a complete view of this galt, and of the 
liſt of purchaſes which ' in/enſibly drain France of her 


Jpecie, Villers ought to have ſpoken of the raw ma- 


terials which have never been produced in France, 
and the clothing ſhe has ceaſed to manufacture: we 
ſhould then have ſeen, that at preſent theſe three 
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objects mult turn the annual balance of trade againſt 
her to the amount of nearly 100 millions. wo: 
Long before this ſpeech of Villers, and during the 
debates which enſued upon the fall of Robeſpierre, 
Ozun exprefſed himſelf with leſs reſerve, when he 
faid, © All the powers of ignorance and barbariſm 
"AA been combined to annihilate commerce, that 
moſt abundant ſource of the proſperity of France; 
and a year of crimes has deſtroyed allhe elements of 
our ancient ſplendour.” Bourdon af led, that ne 
had every thing now 10 create anew, every thing to build 
' anew, and every thing to repair. 11 | 
We may recolle&, that even in England many 
very ſenfible perſons doubted the truth of theſe decla-, 
matory confeſſions. We muſt alſo remember, that to 
- convince the world they were mereidle declamations, 
the miniſter Ramel, when with much parade he aſ- 
Tembled the commercial deputies, delivered that cele- 
brated ſpeech, in Which he congratulated them on. 
being placed! in the centre of communigation between the 
two. — | « The opening of the Scheldt,” ſaid he, 
e will bring back to Antwerp the eammerce of the 
North. Dunkirk i is the emporium ofthe weſtern an 
northern oceans ; Rouen, Nantes, Bourdeaux, a 
Bayonne, of the new world; Marſeilles that of. the 
| Eaſt; and Toulouſe begins already to diſcover the 
adyantages of her happy poſition. The inland trade 
carried on there will ſoon, receive the tributary pro- 
dudions of the two great ſeas that waſh our coaſts. 
Our towns are placed in the moſt advantageous ſitua- 


tions, and the whole world conſider their inhabitants 
9 | 
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art of improving on thoſe of others. Citizens, let us re- 
flect that this is the epocha, the critical epocha, when 
our manufactures and our commerce muſt either ad- 
vance with rapid ſtrides, or be totally annihilated. If we 
delay but a little longer; if we do not, with a grand 
and vigorous exertion, overcome the obſtacles we 
have been deſſring to ſurmount ſince the beginning 
of the revolution, we ſhall remain far behind. our 
rivals, and ſhall fall inſenſibly into languor and 


Alſcouragement. When the vidors of Jemappes, of 


Fleurus, and of the Rhine, will one day return from 
the field of glory, they will find no objects on which 


to employ their induſtry, and aſter aſtoniſhing all 


Europe with their brilliant achievements, they will 
diſturb their mother country with their unprodudive 
reftleſſneſs,—It depends on our own CHOICE, whether 
we are to become the  fr/# of nations, or fink into 
the condition of the moſt miſerable,” &. 

The deputies to whom he addreſſed this confakel 
and pompous mixture of truth and impoſture, replied, 
that the cuoicg he propoſed to them was no longer 
in the power of the French, and that they were con- 
demned to the wretched alternative of becoming the, 
moſt miſerable" of nations. They frankly reproached the 
government and the legiſlature with the deſperate 
ſituation of the manufacturers, of whom the new 


mandats had completed the ruin. The hopes,” added: 


they, “ of the future do not efface the remembrance 
of the paſt, or the feeling of the preſent. The eſ- 
feQs of anarchy fiill preſs with their full weight on 


the commerce of France, which drags it/elf along 


= 


as their maſters in invention, and as their models in the 
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enudft its own rums. Her capitals are either diſfipated 
or, buried ; her manufactories are ſhut up ; her exter- 
nal connexions are ANNIHILATED.” 1 | 
How much more depreſſing a picture might they 
have drawn, if, in reply to all the extrayagancies 
of Ramel relative to the conqueſt of Antwerp, and 
of the commerce of the Norih *, they had ſtated facts 
which would have proved the dreadfully miſerable 
fituation of the two principal ports to which he had 
dared thus to direct their attention. What a wretched 
fall has Bourdeaux experieneed, of which it might 
be juſtly ſaid, ten years ago, that it laid the old and 
the new world under contribution ! whereas it can 
now no longer pay either the expenſe of lighting its 
port, or the ſalaries of the officers indiſpenſably re- 
quiſite to its police +. As to Marſeilles, that city, 


* Among other facts they might have referred him to the regiſters 
of the Sound dues, ſince in the whole of the year 1796 ; and even at 
the zra when this miniſter congratulated the republic with having 
A conquered the commerce of the North,” not a fingle French ſhip 

had paſſed the Sound, although 4455 Engliſh veſſels had entered the 
Baltic, or one fifth more than in 1790. | 
+ In page 1834 of my laſt * L extracted the report of La 
1 on the miſery of the department of the Gironde, and the 
ecline of the city of Bourdeaux. This report was followed by a na 
leſs remarkable addre/s of the adminiſtrators of that city. While 
congratulating the legiſlative body on the memorable revolution of 
the 18th FruSidor, ey took that opportunity to declare, © that one 
of the means to facilitate a /alutary vigilance over the enemies of the 
roger? i and over thieves and aſſaſſins, was to light up that populous 
city with lamps; but that it is impoſlible to employ againſt theſe 
depraved and crafty beings ſo active a police as the law and their im- 
morality demand, becauſe for nine months paſt its adminiſtrators 
| have been unable to pay the commiſſaries and ivferior agents of the 

—_— is to be obſerved that a year after, Perrin,, Pry for that 
department, again declared, that theſe commiſſaries had received no 
pay during eighteen months, and that the good intentions of the Di- 
3 ax had been totally ineffectual.“ Such is, at this day, the fitu- 
ation of Bourdeaux, which, ten years ſince, held the firſt rauk among 


French edit. 
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which was once ſo opulent, has, during the laſt five 
years, been the principal theatre of the convulſions 
and aſſaſſinations that have deluged the ſouth of 
France with blood. Never perhaps have mankind 
beheld a more dreadful contraſt than that exhibited 
by the preſent inactivity of its inhabitants compared 
with their former induſtry. During the two years, when 
England abandoned the Mediterranean ſea, they 
might ſurely have recovered the Levant trade: but 
Laporte has acknowledged that England has now 
taken poſſeſſion of 1t ; that the French having manu- 
faQured their'cloths without method and diſcrimmation, 
have been reduced to merely gleaning after their rivals; 
and that the impoſitions committed in the manufac- 


tures of Lyons, have brought their commodities into 


diſcredit. 


* 


all . cities of Europe, London and Amſterdam ex- 
cept 2 Y ; | 
oulouſe, which, though inferior to Bourdeaux in opulence, had 
acquired conſiderable riches by becoming the emporium of commu- 
nication between the two ſeas, has ſuffered a ſtill more complete 
ruin than even Bourdeaux | itſelf, Her adminiſtrators do not con- 
fine themſelves, to ſoliciting the means of lighting the town: 
alk for pecuniary aids or loans, which they repreſent as indi/pen/ably 


© neceſſary, leſt the patience of the nurſes of foundlings ſhould be ex- 
hauſted, and to prevent their bringing the children back to the hoſ-. 


pan: „% That, city,” ſaid Deſtrem, on the 21ſt June, “ poſ- 
ſeſſed a revenue, before the revolution, of more than 400,000 livres; 


whereas now the moſt rigid economy cannot preſerve them from a 


deficit of 173,929 livres. Since the month of Ventoſe (Feb. 1798) 
the public fan Bonaries have received no part of their inconſiderable 


ſalaries ; the lighting of the town has been diminiſhed, and is on the 


point of being ſuppreſſed ; the police is wholly inactive; and all the 


other departments of the public ſervice ſuffer by this 'penury, 'Your- 
committee prepoſes to put a ſtop to this alarming fituation, by em- 
ering that city to borrow 100,000 livres on its own ſecurity.“ 


his pozver was refuſed, becauſe a loan to a city being taken from 
perſons contributing to the national taxes would 


© the receipts of the public treaſury. 
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What could "Fa now carry to the various ports of 
the'Levant beſides a few commodities from the Weſt 
Indies? and theſe muſt be procured from the Engliſh, 
of whom they would become the retailers. Even 
were the ports of Conſtantinople, Smyrna, and Alex- 
andria opened to France, the deſtruction of her ma- 
nufactories has precluded her from enjoying that trade 
for a long ſeries of years yet to come, though it was 
the more valuable to France, inaſmuch as it con- 
ſiſted of the purchaſe of raw materials, particularly 
cotton, filk, and wool, and the re- exportation of 
them in a manufactured ſtate. Neither can the re- 
public ſpare any of her ſubjects, except ſoldiers, to 
carry on that branch of trade. Yet ſcarcely had its 
troops taken poſſeſſion of Malta, while at peace with 


that iſland, before the ſouthern departments ſeriouſly 


imagined themſelves poſſeſſed of an excluſive trade to 
the Levant : as if the mere occupation of a military 
| poſt in the middle of the ſea were ſufficient to inſure 
to its commanders the whole traffic of the ſurrounding 
ſhores! or as if Gibraltar alone, and not the manu- 
factories of Exeter, of Mancheſter, and of Sheffield, 
| 9 the markets of Spain to the Engliſn. 

Can it be believed that only a few weeks after the 
commercial deputies had thus confounded the miniſter 
of finances, the miniſter of 'the interior. Joined him, 
and by a ſtroke of his pen gave the lie to all their al. 
ſertions? To do this, it was ſufficient to publiſh a 
ſummary of the cy/tom-houſe books of the imports and 
exports, which he pretended to have kept during the 
year iv. and by means of which he certified that they 
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amounted to 386 millions ; and that, having inveſti- 


_ gated the balance, he had found the refult only three 


mullions againſt France, notwithſtanding the war. 
This re/ul/t was far from according with the regiſter 
which Dupont pretended, on his part, to have kept, 


and which he depoſited in the Council of Elders, 


whereby he proved that in each of the three preced- 
ing years, 600 millions of livres had been exported 


in ſpecie to pay the balance of the foreign trade againſt 


France. But though he declared that this exportation 
was confirmed by authentic documents ; yet it 1s more 
than doubtful whether his authentic documents de- 
ſerve more credit than the pretended regiſter of the 
miniſter of the interior, 

How indeed would it have been poſſible to 1 4 
regiſter of the imports, at a time when the cuſtom- 
| houſes, were either ſuppreſſed or thrown into confu- 
fion, when ſcarcely any exiſted upon the frontiers, 
and when the army-contractors purchaſed in Switzer- 


land, in Germany, at Hamburg, and in London, im- 
menſe quantities of drapery which were imported; 


duty free, as the Directory themſelves have SOON 
ledged ? 


Thus finding themſelves ſurpriſed and forced :ato 
this confeffion, they readily perceived that if they 


ventured again to ſpeak of cuſtom-houſe books, ſome 


too credujous deputies might demand their publication, 
They thought it more convenient to anticipate them, 


by formally denouncing. the Engliſh minifter, on the 


6th January 1798, as having dreamed of the total 


ruin of the commerce of France, and as having in- 
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fultingly boaſted that her imports and exports did not 
exceed 400 millions *, FP: 
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In this proclamation of the Directory to the French nation, they 
reproach the Engliſh miniſter with having boaſted that the imports 
and e of England exceeded ſeven milliards (280 millions ſterling). 

Had any cuſtom-houſe clerk, or other ſcribbler in London, ad- 

. vanced ſo extravagant an abſurdity, every reader of a newſpaper 
| would have been able inſtantly to refute the aſſertion, the abſtracts of 
| the cuſtom-houſe books being annually publiſhed ; and though their 
| valuations of goods may not be accurate, every intelligent and well- 
| informed man confiders them as a very inſtructive and valuable docu- 
ment, whereby to judge whether the induſtry of the country is pro- 
greſſive, ſtationary, or retrograde. 
| By the cuſtom- houſe books of 1796, it appeared that the imports 
| amounted to 22,749,476. ſterling, and the exports to 30,314,748/., 
which is ſhort of a milliard and a half of livres: and the pretended 
| + boaſting of Mr. Pitt in making this repreſentation was merely com- 
| paring it with antecedent years, to prove that, in lieu of ſuffering a 
| diminution, the commerce of Great Britain had conſiderably incest 
| during the war. | | 
= We muſt never forget that theſe valuations are made on old eſtimates 
[. of prices, which have long ceaſed to be the true market-prices of the 
$00ds ; and the corrections begun in the year 1798 ſhow, that to 
earn'the true value of that part of the exports which confiſts in do- 
meſtic manufactures, we muſt add about ſeven tenths to the amount 
which appears on the books. 
With regard to the imports, beſides the amount of the contraband 
trade, many articles appear on the debtor fide which ought to be on 
| the creditor ; as for inſtance, colonial commodities, and the produce 
| of the fiſheries; and it is eaſv to conceive how much theſe omiſſions 
| on the one fide, and reduplications on the other, muſt add to the 
—— of developing the true annual balance of trade in favour of 


| r. Irving, inſpector- general of the cuſtoms, one of the beſt-in- 
| formed men on this ſubject in Europe, has made ſome very ſkilful 
| . reſearches to correct the numerous errors in the books of the cuſtom- 
| houſe, both inwards and outwards. The reſult of his calculations 
Is, "that the annual balance in favour of Great Britain has been about 
| ſeven millions ſterling in each of the years 1793, 4, and 5; and 
| though this is more than double the ſum M. Necker difcovered in 
| favour of France, by nearly ſimilar inveſtigations ; yet the correc- 
| tions and reforms which have taken place in the year 1798 afford a 
| ſufficient ground for believing that the real balance is much more 
confiderable. | ' #7 

| Yet as it does not appear that the maſs of ſpecie in the country has 
percepribliy increaſed during that interval, an' inquiry naturally oc- 
cCeurs, what is become of this unmenſe balance? oO 
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This boafing, therefore, would reduce itſelf to the 
baving quoted literally the boaſts of the miniſter of 


— 


The maintenance of the Engliſh army on the continent, the ſums 
ſent to St. Domingo and Corſica, the expenſes of the new civil and 
military eſtabliſhment in the Weſt Indies aud at the Cape, the provi- 
fioning the fleets in the Mediterranean from the coaſts of that ſea, the 
maintenance of the army of. the Prince of Condé, the ſubſidics 
granted to Auſtria, Pruſſia, and the kings of Naples and Sardinia, 
and the purchaſe of foreigu corn, have, from the commencement of 
the war to the end of 1790, occaſioned extraordinary drains of money 
to the amount of 44, 884, oool. ſterling. The intereſt of that 
of the national debt which is held by foreigners, and the ſums re- 
mitted to Engliſhmen travelling abroad, or reſiding on the continent, 
muſt alſo have kept back ſome millions from entering the country. 
Laſtly, if on the one hand Great Britain has received from abroad 
ſome nullions of ſpecie ſince ſhe has ceaſed to ſubſidize foreign 
powers, on the other hand this laſt ſum muſt be counterbalanced by 

the diminiſhed credits granted by Engliſh merchants in thoſe coun» 
tries which were expoſed to the hoſtile invaſion of the French. 

Hence it reſults that the preſent war, which has been repreſented as 
ſo ruinous to Great Britain, has only coſt her the whole amount of 
her profits during that interval; that is, the ſurplus of her Eaſt and 
Welt India produce, and of her own manufactures ; a ſurplus which 
would have contributed to augment the amount of her foreign cre- 

dits, or that of her ſpecie, had ſhe not been called upon to expend it 
in the ſupport of the war, and of the armed coalition agaioſt France, 

It is true, that I here take no account of the fall in price ot᷑ the 
public funds, or the increaſe of the national debt; not that I would 
pretend to deny the attendant diſadvantages, particularly of ſo rapid 
an increaſe as that of the laſt five years. But a well-conſtituted do- 
meſtic debt, if it is owing-to the inhabitants, cannot properly be 
conſidered as a diminution of the national wealth of a country, unleſs 
the weight of the new taxes, which are neceſſary for the payment of 
the intereſt, ſhould clog the induſtry of the people. This is the 
rock which England muſt avoid, and futurs events will diſcover 
whether ſhe is verging towards it. | 
But why ſhould we appeal to the future when the preſent will ena- 
ble us to decide the queſtion? If we extract from the cuſtom-houſe 
books a ſeparate account of the exports of Britiſh manufactures, we 
ſhall find their ayerage amount, e laſt ſeven years, including 
1798, to be 17,322, oo0l. ſterling; whereas, in the ſeven preceding 
years, which had been conſidered as eminently proſperous, it was 
only 13,314,000). ſterling. . | 

When we compare this fact with another no leſs notorious, I mean 
that the war has taken a great many hands from the manufactories of 
England, there are but two modes of explaining ſo unexpected an 
increaſe in the manufacturing productions af the country. Either 
the machines, which increaſe the productive powers of map, muſt 

4 : 
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the interior: but every thing ſhows that the Britiſh 
adminiſtration have too well obſerved. the decay 
of the trade and manufactures of France, for a 
moment to ſuppoſe that her external tranſactions 
could now amount to half the above-mentioned 
ſum. It is, however, by no means improbable, that 
the people of that country might believe this pre- 
tended eſtimate of Mr. Pitt, ſince it was quoted in 
ſo ſolemn a meſſage; ſor nothing can equal the cre- 
dulity oſ that nation, except the effrontery with which 
their preſent leaders invent and aſſert the groſſeſt 
falſchoods. | rs Tt 

_ To conviniee the people that they did not deceive 
them with regard to the®proſperity of their foreign 
trade, the Directory were empowered to coin gold and 
ſolver to the amount of 100 millions of livres per an- 
un This, as appears from what has been ſaid 


: " kts; * 9 
have been improved and multiplied, or the hands that remained muſt 
have made additional exertions in proportion to the increaſing demand. 
In this manner I have, in page 128, explained why the productive 
labours of the French farmers have not diminiſhed in the ſame ratio 
as the population of the country: and it is evident that machines to 


facilitate the proceſſes of the arts may much more readily be con- 


* 


trived than thoſe for the improvement of GR 
* Ttis true, that the recoinaye of the old ſpecie will conſtitute a 
part of theſe 100 millions; but they have taken particular care to be 
filent relative to the proportion it will amount to. It is alſo true, 
that it is under pretext of banitiing the /aff emblems of the monarchy, 
that the coinage of this new national money has been urged, of which 
the legend will be A L'univers (ro THE UNIVERSE), indicating - 
that the aſtronomical obſervations, by means of which the French re- 
publicans determine their weights and meaſures, according ta the 
terreſtrial merĩdian, ought io become the guide of all nations, One 
of the new deputies however ventured to blame this legend © as being 
rather foo pompous, and calculated to excite the jealoufy of other go- 
- _ vernments, who will attribute to the republic a deſign of ſubſtituting 
its coin for that of every other power.” b 
Thoſe governments, however, need not be apprehenſive of this 
ſubſtitution, which, in the preſent ſtate of affairs, can only take place 
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above, was taking it for granted that the French had 
a balance of trade in their favour, twice as great as 
M. Necker had computed in the times of their greateſt 
proſperity, 2. of which that writer had adduced as 
the moſt eſſential proof, the annual ſum of forty-five 
millions carried to the royal mints iu gold and ſilver, 
being only a part of the gold and ſilver annually ſent 
from foreign countries into France, in liquidation of 
their balance in her favour. 

Since that time, however, every thing has been 
changed, inſomuch that, in lieu of receiving ſo large 
a balance from foreign countries, they are contracting 
a debt, which, I think, may be eſtimated at one hun- 
dred millions during the Ka of the preſent year, 
valuing their imports at 160 millions, of which the 


colonial commodities amount to at leaſt fixty mil. . | 


lions, and the fine and coarſe; calicoes, printed or 


plain, to nearly half that ſum. The remainder conſiſts 


of naval proviſions, iron, horſes, tobacco, ſpices, oils, 
cotton, and wool ; but principally of cotton and 


woollen manyfactured goods. It is doubtful how- 


ever whether they can pay for more than fiſty or fixty 
millions of theſe purchaſes in wines, brandies, ſilk- 
ſtockings, cambrics, lawns, gauzes, embroidery, mil- 
linery, books, &c. 

This conjecture is confirmed by the preſent courls 
of exchange on foreign countries, ſince twenty-ſeven 


livres ten ſous are paid at Paris for every abit ſter> 


* as 


— — — 


by the force of arms. But as at a the French have an 3 
balance of near 100 millions to pay To THE UNIVERSE, this new 


legend, which appeared ſo pompous to the deputy, is, on the contrary, 


very modeſt, and very well adapted to the occaſion. 
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Ting remitted to England. The equally extraordinary 
riſe in the relative price of gold compared with filver, 
of which we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more at 
length hereafter, muſt alſo be in part attributed to 
the enormous amount of the annual debt contracted 
by the French. This hitherto unexampled riſe in 
the price of gold, as well as in the courſe of exchange, 
is at once a proof of the progreſſive ſcarcity of gold, 
and the ever-increaſing demand for it for clandeſtine 
exportation : thoſe who, in order to diſcharge a debt 
of 100 louis, cannot procure them in gold or filver, 
muſt pay at the preſent rate of exchange 113, 114, 
or 115 louis in remitlances. Hence the ſpecie of the 
country is conveyed ont of it by armed eſcorts.” In 
the Moniteur of the 4th of June 1798 appeared a 
curious fact, which came to the knowledge of the 
world by the imprudence of one of the new legiſ- 
lators named:Brufle. 5s At the time,” ſaid he, © when 
the Bank of England was obliged to ſuſpend its pay- 
ments, when we were expecting their want of ſpecie 
to produce a commotion in favour of - liberty, the 
Engliſh were drawing from France herſelf the gold 
and ſilver they wanted to prolong their exiſtence, an 
form new plots againſt the French nation. The 
agents of the Directory ſeized, on the frontiers of 
Holland, an gor. of money, amounting to more 
than 800,00) livres; and offctal declarations proved, 
that twenty-nine others. had paſſed. Theſe exporta- 
tions therefore may be eſtimated at near thirty mil- 
lions, and thoſe who remitted ſuch enormous ſums to 


dur enemies, were a company of army-contractors of. 


the republic, who even carried their effrontery ſo fax 


: 
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as to procure orders for eſcorting their remittances, 
as if they had been the money of the government. 
Thus did e gold, that was deſtined for the Bank of 
England, paſs the frontiers of France, eſcorted by the 
grehadiers of the republic * 1” 

Thus then, on this one frontier alone, and during 
a very ſhort interval, the exportation of thirty mil- 
lions in ſpecie was proved by official declarations. 
This may aſſiſt us in calculating the value of other 
eſcorts which paſſed undiſcovered, and without leaving 
ſimilar traces behind them: a calculation to which 
Villaret. endeavoured to draw the attention of the re- 
preſentatives' of France, when he aſked them, how 
many years they would be able to bear this conflant drain- 
mg of their ſpecie ? + f 

It would have been eaſy to reply to this queſtion, 
that as it would be impoſſible long to ſupport this 
continued drain, it would ſoon ceaſe of itfelf, and 
force the people to deprive themſelves of foreign lux- 
uries, unleſs they chooſe to pay for them by the ſale 
of their perſonal-property, of which the moſt valu- 
able part has already been diffipated. I cannot how- 
ever but admit that Villaret placed too much import - 
ance on the actual draining of this ſpecie, as he did alſo 


on its amount having doubled in the laſt ſeventy years. | 


1+ 


—— 


> — 


The object of this deputy in adducing theſe facts was, to prove 
the favourite maxim of the day, to wit, that the balance of trade 
againſt France aroſe from the unpatriotic uſe of Engliſh manufactures, 
and the great conſumption of colonial commodities. It would not be 
ſy to diſprove that theſe are the real cauſes of the evil; but it is far 
rom clear that the remedy he recommended would prove effectual. 
He 1 a law againft the TR AIroks who ſend the ſpecie of France 
to the enemy, and who receive, ſell, and diftribute the manufattures of 
gs eco b 


4 


* 
* 
— 2 — — — — — — 
— — — — — a — 
< - . m_ — — — * 
* . 


- 

— 

,, ES EP Sas 0 
. — 


2 
* 


l - 
— . 8 — bs 8 . 
< , a we + "= \ +4 


1 — — 
- * 1 * - * "£ 
* 
* A 3430) _— 
* a 
1 * 


8 


— 


Tx" 

« . * 
Rn 
— ; 


EGS. 
» D FT. 
EINE wb end Wh 
5 


= 
2 


h * 


bers < 


l 
1 
: 
FI 
# 1 Fl 
1 
ty 
' 28 
4 
4 
: JF 
IS 
{| 
— 
+ T4 * 
1 
— 
4 
7 
7 1 a. 
1 . 
5H 
i Lo 
1 0 
iq 1 
 . 
4 * 
* 
4 +1 
8 
: 
N 
* 


- 8 x * 
3 — 2 «ov 


<a we. — — 2 — 
— ——— bà — — — — — 2 
— 2 2 7 1 - 
"a 


1 
1 
1 
a 
| © 
Ty 
1 
5 
9 
* 
1 


PPC 


— — — — — —_— 
. 20 — 
832 
bh be ” 


—— 
— — 2 — 
oe * 


— — 
— — 


—— 


8 
— — - — — FLY 
A Z 3s os hn. s 
«as 2f 7 d 
6 —_ T . * 
— * 4 - — 
"4 4 ” - 


- ( 236 ) 
Nothing ſurely was more natural, than that the French 
ſhould rejoice in thus acquiring every. year ſuch ex- 


. tenfive funds, fuch an additional quantity of gold 


and filver, fince that acquiſition clearly ſhowed, that, 
after having provided for their neceflaries, and ſup- 
plied their luxuries, there remained a large overplus 
of produce to exchange for other riches ; but the gold 
and filver, into which they converted this overplus, 
by no means conſtituted the principal ſource of theit 


opulence or proſperity : ſo far from it, that in ſome 


points of view that. opulence and proſperity would 
have made the more progreſs, had they been leſs in- 
tent on accumulating gold and ſilver. Would it 

for inſtance, have been more profitable to them to 
| imitate the Engliſh, who leave a part of their annual 


profits in the hands of their cuſtomers, and thus ſe- 


cure their preference by granting them a long credit ? 


Is it not evident that this nation thereby place out. 


their money at compound intereſt, while the French, 

by realizing theirs, convert it into mere dead fiock ? 
But England, they will ſay, had not, nor bas ſhe 

fiill one third of our ſpecie. This is preciſely what 


has ſo much enlarged and extended her powers, and 


even enables her to procure, when occaſion requires, 


as much ſpecie as ſhe. may need. England has diſ- 
covered two of the moſt important ſecrets of political 


economy; for ſhe has enough gold and ſilver to 
keep the wheel of her pecuniary tranſactions in mo- 
tion; and ſupplies all the remaining circulating me- 


dium required by means of paper, which performs all 


the functions of money, and at the ſame time ſaves 


to the nation at large the intereſt of the ſpecie it re- 


* 


r r *) 
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preſents. This ſaving muſt be immenſe, ſince, were 
the Engliſh deprived of the aid of bank notes, they 
muſt indiſpenſably purchaſe to the amount of twenty, 
thirty, or even perhaps fifty millions ſterling in gold 
and filyer ; a purchaſe which would have deprived p 
them, as it has France, of the power of granting 7 
thoſe long credits in foreign markets, to which they 8 
owe much of their commercial proſperity. - 


What concluſion then muſt we draw from this ex- 9 
ample *, and the principles here laid down ? Surely, 1 
that France ought, above all things, to regret, not 1 

ſo much the diminution of her ſpecie, as the decay of Wc 
her productive induſtry, the overplus of which had bn 
enabled her to accumulate ſpecie, and the defalcation BY 
of which condemns her to be gradually and continu- Wo 


ally drained of her gold and filver. 

[Theſe diſcuſſions, to which I ſhall, perhaps, here 
aſter reeur, ſeemed requiſite to ſhow that the quan- 
tity. of ſpecie in a country is generally of leſs: im- 
portance than is imagined, I know not whether it 
may be conſidered as irrelevant, but it is ſome confo- 272 
lation. to the hiſtorian of the ruined commerce of | 

France, to indulge a hope that he is pointing out to + 
' thoſe, who will one day rebuild, this vaſt edifice, the 
ſources of ſome of the errors committed by thoſe Who 1 

| arigibally raiſed it. = = 1 

| | BY 
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- 1 dong ſulpett thas Bailleul had this in view when he ac- HY 
knowledged “ that the fictitious ſigns of wealth naturally multiply BE 
in proportion to the activity and induſtry of a nation; that they may 1 
become fo abundant, that ſpecie may be employed merely for ad 1 
money, and for change ; that in a country where credit is fully eſta - = 2 
bliſhed,, gold and filver being mere auxiliaries,” may be reduced to a kl 


very ſmall quantity, without rendering the — circulation leis 1 
active, or = reſources of individuals lets abundant.” 
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chat have favoured and ſolicię 
by altering the weights and meaſures, 
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All that has been ſaid in the laſt chapter relative to 


che decline of the manufactures, of France, the high ; 


rate of intereſt, the immoraliiy and want, of principle- 
of the claſſes who fiill purſue commerce, and allthe..... 
Its = 6 | 8 72 


chin, applies with additional force Wipe caphorgial-- 
tranſactions s. 5 

To this picture of deſolation we muſt add thi. > 
the Newfoundland, fiſheries, in which the little town: 
of Dieppe alone employed 556 veſſels, amounting to 
21,531 tons. ent tart OA 0b AI 
- And will the/incorrigible enthuſiaſts of the French 


republic dare to conteſt the repreſentation of this 


LA : 2 4 — _ — on as : 


* Almoſt all the laws which guaranteed their ſtability, have been 
repealed or violated ; ſometimes, it is true, by neceſſity, but more 
y through mere caprice. In the ſitting of the 17th October 
ſome planters of St. Domingo having ſolicited a decree to proted? then: 
from the ſuits of their creditors, Duplantier and Bailleul ſaid, with 
great reaſon, that 4; . was juft in itſelf, ſince the govern - 
ment, whole power muſt be pts” in theſe /uits, had ſeized their 


" plantations, and diſpoſed of the cfops, and that it owes, if not pro- 


tectiaa, at leaſt toleration, to theſe who copy it in their infidelity to their 
engagements, | | 
But four days previous to this decree, the fame Duplantier had 
propoſed another, aboliſhing all debts contraced for the ſale of flaves, 
obibiting the tribunals from pronouncing judgment on them, and 
ing aſide thoſe already pronounced, but which had not yet 
deen executed. No one ventured. to oppoſe this monſtrous, de- 
cree, and the negro Mentor aſcended the tribune, invoking the graud 
principles of liberty, and calling his colleagues to witneſs, * that ſuch 


. debts are founded in the moſt odious injuſtice, that they awaken the 


moſt birter remembrances, and the moſt 1 humiliations, in the 


_ Africans and their deſcendants.” Let the vile 8 this 
negro, exfiate the crime of having trafficked in fleſh. The feveat of 


the-brow, the lahours, and the tears of the blacks, are @ fuſficient compenſa- 


tion. ; 

Every one muſt perceive the collateral effects, of ſo flagrant a re- 
fuſal of juſtice, on commerce in general, and on that : of 
which both the Councils are daily deploring the too rapid p 
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vaſt, heap of ruins, by urging either their new com- 
mercial tribunals, | which have increaſed almoſt in a 
tenfold ratio fince their commerce has been annihi- 
lag c circulars which the miniſter of the inte- 

1 3 addredies. almoſt periodically to the adminiftra- 
ens. congratulating them, that 
Aae been able to arreſt the rapid progreſs of that 
EE emation which is the neceſſary conſequence of 
5 0 It is fafficient to reply to theſe diſguſting im- 
F «poſtures, by an appeal to the complaints of ſeveral of 
the maritime departments, who declare, that for want 
olf funds for the moſt indiſpenſable repairs, their ports 
are daily and viſibly chokmg up, and that they are 
obliged to gxtinguiſh their light-houſes, becauſe they 
are no longer of uſe but to the ſhips of the enemy. 
If there yet exiſts a man ſo blind as to deceive 
himſelf relative to the commerce of this republic of 
buccaneers, let him conſult the language of thoſe who 
boaſt of being its founders, and let him reflect on the 
confeſſion which eſcaped from one of the preſent de- 
puties, who is conſidered as the moſt enlightened 
merchant in France. In the fitting of the 15th July, 
a member of the Council of Elders having been can- 
did enough to call the revolution a vor ax, Lecous 
teulx roſe to declare, that #his ſimile had ftruck him he- 
cauſe it vas juſt, In fact, added he, a revolution can- 
not be fo well deſcribed as by comparing it to the erup- 
tion 'of a volcano. FLELDS HAVE' BEEN DEVASTATED, 
HOUSES, SWEPT.. AWAY, AND. , WHOLE , CITIES war- 
LOWED UP, | | 
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All theſs recent and authentic facts confirm me 


mote and more in the conjecture I-ventured to pub- 


liſh four years ago, Yes; I perceive the French na- 
tion ſinking into a ſtate of impoveriſhment,; which, as 


ſoon as their neighbours ſhall have taken meaſures 


that will effoctually repel their attacks, promiſes a 
long interval of repoſe. - Yet if, on the one hand, 


mis impoveriſhment gratifies their revenge, they muſt 


on the other expect that all Europe will ultimately 
ſuffer by its effects. Sweden will perhaps ſell the 


fame quantity of iron to the French, Germany an 
equal number of implements of agriculture, and Great 


Britain even a greater maſs of ſea-coal ; but neither 
Piedmont nor the Levant will for a long time find in 


that country, the great market they want for their 


filks, Italy for her oils, Spain for her wool and her 
piaſtres, England for her muſlins, and the northern 
powers for their naval timber. Thus will all theſe 
ſurrounding nations ſuffer more or leſs: by the lofs of 
ſo rich and extenſive a market. What if France 
ſhould//even fink into that fate of indigence, of 
anarchy, and of barbarifm, in which Perſia is repre- 


ſented at this day as languiſhing ? But let us ſtill in- 


dulge a hope, that the timely ſalvation of a temperate 
monarchical conſtitution, will preſerve her from this 


ſevere and petennial chaſtifement. Let us hope, that 
when ſhe is reduced within her ancient boundaries, 
when her inhabitants ſhalt have returned to the paths 
of wiſdom and of peace, and ſhall again exert them - 
ſelves to enter into the orbit of proſperity, from which 
the. cevòͤlution has ſo violently hurled them, the reſt 


of Europe will be: 9 not only 


3 
't refuſe taking advantage of their weakneſs, but to 
feel how important it is, even to thett, that France 
ſhould again become a happy country, and be at- 


' tached to ſocial order and commercial induftry, be- 38 
7 - \ iid 4 ; F P TOTW IRS.” 3 ! 
neath the berreficent protection of a Wiſe and virtuous . 
govern 1 nt. "* "" 1 \ \ 1 ; 5 * * 1 2411 . | ; tf | 
er nn 80 . * 2! 8 2 kW IWR „ „ 
But whatever ſhall be their future lot, it is impoſ- We 


ſible that with regard to foreign commerce they can 
long purſue fo ruinous à career as that which they 
have followed during the laſt ſeven years. The gra- 
dual dtaining of their fpecie, the privations they will 
ſuffer, and their natural turn for induſtrious exertion, 
will force them, ſooner or later, to find the equili- 
brium between their wants, and their powers of ſup⸗ 
plying them. Yet how can we fortel When this r 
ſhall arrive, ſince it evidently depends on the reſtitu- 
tion of her colonics, and the revival of her agricul- 
ture and manuſadtures? What a long period of time 
will it not require to repair all that has been de- 
ſtroyed“? And what a wretched proſpect of future 
£ 7 
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* Tt is principally to the foreign commerce of France that theſe 
alarming conjectures, relative to tlie future proſpects of that country, 
apply; for I cannot Help indulging a belief, that ſhe has various 
internal means of recovering her proſperity, of which an enlightened 
king might accelerate the cultivation. But theſe, the preſent uſuxpers 
have placed it for ever out of their own power to improve; nor can 
even a lawful king recur to them till he ſhall have completely de- 

ſtroyed the leaven of republicani/m. It remains alſo to be ſeen, whether 
the miniſters, to whom he will entruſt the reins of the empire, will 
be ſufficiently enlightened to perceive, that commerce is but a ſecond- 
ary object; that it infallibly follows agricultural improvement, and 
ought never to precede it: in a word, that the impatient character 
of the French nation urging them to enterpriſes that flatter them 

with the hopes of making 1 ** rapidly, he ought no otherwiſe 
to interfere or direct their exertions, than by encouraging agriculture, 
by protecting thoſe who apply to it, and by giving as much power as 
ble to the landholders. It is time the French government ſhould 
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miſery threatens that deluded people, if they do not very 
8 e reſtore to the labours of WN induſtry, the 
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that the e of France are entire, that they are in- 
.men/ely great, that thoſe of her commerce are iner- 
Jauſtible, and that it is frequently owing to the poſſe Non 
of great martial frrength that we are excuſed from the 
\ "neceſſity of exerting it. Strange language for thoſe 
leaders to hold, who, when they entered on their of- 
| Boes, repreſented to the French nation, and even 
f cauſed the maxim to be adopted, that 7o be able 10 
h ſpend largel „ is the moſt favourable ſituation to enable 
Hem, to L but tate! | | 


—_ a 


it. a as an eſtabliſhed d that maxim. of the immortal Sully, 
ruh breafts that nouriſh France are piafture and the frlough. * 
But above all. it is 4 owns no longer to excite the inhabitants of 
*France to miſapply their ſtrength, by giving hem an cxtravaguny. idea 
of their own powers and reſources. 
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CHAPTER vir. of 


Summary of the Loſſes of the French, both in Capital 
and in Income: Effect of theſe Loſſes on ' the Fi- 
nauer. Hueffectaa! Attempts of the novo Countils to 
"" tohceal the Amount of the Deficit ef the Year vi. 
Ir is ſo important that all nations ſhould be in- 
formed of the extent of the loſſes ſuſtained by France 
in conſequence of the revolution, that I ſhall endea- 
your to reduce each of them to arithmetical valua- 
tions. I ſhall, however, hazard the difcrediting my 
eſtimates by declaring, that they will inevitably con- 
tain ſeveral errors, and that my only object is, to 
eſtabliſh, with as much accuracy as poſlible, that the 
ancient capital of that nation is diminiſhed four fil, 
and their income two thirds, | | CITE 


"ESTIMATE OF THE CAPITAL. OP THE FRENCH || 
NATION BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, . » 


In the year 1789 landed property alone formed the 
greateſt part of the riches of France, and according 
to the moſt authentic eſtimates, repreſented a capital 
of about thirty milliards (1200 millions ſterling *). 
We have already ſeen that this ſpecies of property 


If we compare the intrinſic value of the filver coins of the two 
countries, the pound ſterling appears to be worth only twenty-four - 
livres eight ſous. But if we compare the gold coins, or the louis dor, 
with the guinea, the par will be within a quarter of a ſous of twenty- 
five livres to the pound ſterling, Hence the milliard is equal to forty 
millions ſterling. | 

| R 2 
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has ſunk in value from thirty milliards to five, by 
the joint effect of a diminution of one half in the 
general income or rent of land, and a farther depre- 
ciation of two thirds in the 8 for Be that rent 

Can be ſold. & abt, 
But the land A cle is not the 5 of |; the 98 'of 
a a nation. Their mak of wealth increaſes in proportion 
to their induſtry and activity, by the cattle. that cover 
their plains, the cities they build, the moveable ſtock 
with which theſe are futniſhed and adorned, the ma- 
| nuſactories and laboratories they ere, the colonies 
they eftabliſh abroad, the magazines they fill with mer- 
chandiſe at home, the veſſels they build to carry it into 
foreign. parts, the funds they poſſeſs there, the gold and 
filver they accumulate, &c. &c. In proportion as a 
nation advances in the cultivation of the uſeſul arts, 
the value of this ſecond claſs of capita] approaches 
nearer and ngarer to that of the landed property. I 
therefore eſtimate the former total amount of thoſe 
items which do not come under the head of landed 
property, at twenty milliards FRO: RING e, 
which I ſubdivide into five heads. An 
About three milliards (120 millions ferling) for the 
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houſes ſituated | in towns, the value of which muſt 4 
have fallen i in the ſame proportion as landed eſtates, | 4 
and which are thereby reduced to half a milliard 70 
(twenty millions ferling). 1 | = 
' © About two or three milliards (80 or 120 wages 1 
ſterling), which the inhabitants of France poſſeſſed 2 


in the colonies, in lands now almoſt wholly deſerted 


or deflitute of value, in negroes now emancipated, 
and in buildings Which Have been deſtroyed, by firs 


well as individuals, derive from the practice 
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by thoſe very negroes. It is more than doubtful whe+ 
ther the preſent remains of theſe branches of capital 
ought to be now eſtimated at more than one tenth, 
and they are probably over-rated, if we take them 
at a quarter 'of a milliard (ten millions ſterling). 

About four milliards (160 millions ſterling) for the 
public funds or ſtocks, including thoſe of the Eaſt India 
Company, and of the Caiſſe d Eſcompte. For although 
in itſelf a fictitious, it is a real“ capital with regard 
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It would require a ſeparate treatiſe to demonſtrate this propoſi · 
tion, or point out the caſes in which it does not hold. Let it ſuffice 
to ſay, that the legiſlators of France, who did not even ſuſpect this 
truth, have ſuddenly. diſcovered and proclaimed it, ſince they have 
found, by experience, what the ſtate has loſt by that baukruptcy, by 
means of which they hoped to emancipate it, and even to enrich it. 
On this ſubje& Bailleul, on the 8th Auguſt, read a report, of which 
the editors of the Moniteur have purpoſely ſuppreſſed all the parts 
which ſeemed to give too juſt a picture of the languiſl ing ſtate into 
* this decree has plunged their country. . 
- 'Fims report, the whole of which, in its original ſtate, now lies before 
me, is a maſterpiece of compoſition, not only on account of the 
wiſdom of its deductions, but of the — *u4 and elegance of its 


ſtyle; nor is it poſſibſe to attribute it to the deputy who read it at the 


tribune, and whoſe former writings bear the ſtamp of revolutio 

violence. It is perhaps the beſt treatiſe that has ever appeared on 

the "theory of national debts, and the why which nations, as 
| of good faith. 

The author has laid down as principles, 1ſt, That @ fate, by not 

fraying it debts, impuoverifhes uſelf ; 24, That if, with an exceſs of "neat 


and enthufraſm, the creditors of the reullic. flould unite in gratuitoufly relin-- - 


qnifhing ther claims, and cancelling the vonchers of them, this fratrietic er- 


, ing ought to be rejedted as a pift fraught with the moſt calamitous conſe= 


KENCES, | | 
The following reaſoning will fully prove the juſtice of theſe prin- 
ciples : The original contracts which conſtitute the national debt 


being once cancelled and converted into a ladet, we muſt imme - 


diately einige from the liſt of capitals which before exiſted in the ſtare, 
à ſum equal to the nominal value of this debt. We muſt dedud# from 


the inventory of private fortunes a ſum equal to their property in” 


the public funds: a ſpecies of capital which ranked with that of land; 
houſes, mortgages, aud other property, real and perſonal.” | 
This ſtatement will enable the reader to perceive the reaſon why I 


have exymnged from the account of the national. capital of France 
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to the holders. But ſince it has been ſwept away by 
"the national bankruptcy, and two thirds of the amount 
cancelled, . the eighty-nine millions of conſolidated 
funds which continue inſcribed on the great book, 
and hence called inſcriptions, only ſell at three years 
purchaſe. Theſe inſcriptions therefore are no longer 
worth more than one fourth of a N (ten mil- 
lions ſterling *). 8 
About fix or ſeven milliards (240 or 280 millions 

ſterling) for perſonal property, conſiſting of, 1: wear- 
ing apparel ; 2. furniture; 3. cattle; 4. utenſils of 
trade and' of art; 5. ſhipping ; 6. commercial capi- 
tals; 7. debts owing by the inhabitants of foreign 
countries to thoſe of France. Nothing can be more 
difficult than to appreciate theſe ſpecies of propetty, 
or the diminution they have ſuffered; but at ord 
included debts which have been liquidated and diff 
pated ſince the revolution, as well as a conſiderable 
maſs of manufactured goods, and of every kind of 
raw materials, which that country formerly had al- 
Ways on hand, but which are now completely ex- 
hauſted, I think I am within the bounds of truth, 
when I eſtimate the reduction of theſe ſeven articles 
at from fix to two milliards (from 240 millions fier- 
ing to 80). | 


—— a ——̃ ae. At —_— 9 — Ao —_— „ — "YL — 


thoſe public contracts which the 8 has converted into a 
Shadow. This however is not the only paſſage T ſhall have occaſion 
to quote in ſupport of the double inventory J here offer to the public. 
The original of this work was written in the beginning of the 

reſent year 1799; ſince which, on the iſt April, the inſcriptions, or 
3 5 fer cents, had fallen to 10 livres per 100; ſo that thoſe who 
before the revolution poſſeſſed an annuity of 300 &cus, which were 
reduced to 100 by the decree of _bankr\ ptcy, can on S ſell this re- 
maining annuity for 200 Ecus, or two thirds of what 1 
_ e ip 
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About three milliards (120 millions ſterling). in 


gold and filver, in ſpecie, church and domeſtic plate, 
and jewels ; a 


quantities of money buried in the earth, and the 


ſecret of which has died with the owners, who have 


fallen by the guillotine. 


If theſe eſtimates are admitted as approximating to 


the truth; it will be found, by adding them together, 
that the ancient capital of France, which once 
amounted to fifty milliards (2000 millions 1 
is now reduced below ten (400 millions ſterling); ſo 
that the ſortune of a native of France, which was for- 
merly 500,000 Ecus, would now be reduced to 100,000, 
provided the loſs were equally divided among all the 
branches of capital we have examined. 

It muſt be obſerved, that this enormaus reduction 
of capital does not ariſe ſo much from the annihila- 
tion of actual property, as from the ideal diminution. 
ifs various branches have ſuffered in the eſtimation” 
of the people. So much, indeed, does their value 
depend on opinion, that the price of land may be 


doubled on the very day when the lawſul heir to the 


crown ſhall reaſcend the throne; and ſhould he adopt 


wiſe and effectual regulations and arrangements, even 


for the payment of only fixty millions of the intereſt 


owing by the monarchy, their value, which now 
ſcarcely amounts to 200 millions (eight millions fter- - 
ling), might riſe to near a milliard (forty millions 


fierling). 
R 4 


a ſum which muſt have been diminiſhed 
by one half, not only in conſequence of the balance' 
of trade having been againſt France, but of the 
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It is evident, that theſe kind of eſtimates can never 


| be exad, were it merely from the ever-changing value 


tion of the old net revenue or /axable income of the 


people of France, which 1 think I may ftate at the 


ſame amount at which I appreciated that of Great 
Britain two years ago, viz. 120 millions ſterling &, 
or about three milliards of livres. And as Mr. Pitt 
has lately publiſhed a minute claſſification of the 
latter +, 1 ſhall improve the advantage offered by fo 
valuable a document, taking care, however, to add 
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* See p. 147 of the Hifoire, de Adminiſtration de la Republique 
Frangaiſe pendant P Amnee 1796. 
. This eſtimate was formed, with a view to appreciate the probable 
5 of that part of the income tax, which is laid at 10 per cent. 
ow as 10 per cent. i3 levied only on thoſe incomes which amount 
to 200. (a ſcale of taxation being adopted, which conſiderably, re- 
duces the contributions, on . ſmaller incomes, and entirely exempts 


all thoſe which fall ſhort. of 60/:/per annum), it remained to be found 


what proportion of this taxable revenue of 1273 millions was wholly 
exempt, and what proportion would pay in an inferior ratio. For 
this purpoſe Mr. Fr preſented an eſtimate, by which it appears, 
that he expects to derive from this tax in the current year a revenue 
of ten millions. It is to be obſerved; that in this ſtatement he has 
not included the wages of either workmen;-labourers, or ſervants ; 


though theſe, perhaps, amouut to as much as all the other branches 


of revenue, the latter being expended in theſe various kinds of wages. 

Now, although. wages cannot be inſerted, in the general account of 

the income of a nation, yet they form a part of the taxable income 

of Great Britain; ſince out of theſe are paid the taxes on man 

ping of general conſumption, as ſalt, ſugar, tea, malt liquors, ex; 
kb RI | | 
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to the agricultural revenue of the French as much 
as they fell ſhort of the Engliſh in commercial and 


manufacturing income or profit. Theſe three mil- 


liards then .I divide as follows, in order to diſcover 
the loſs each branch has ſuſtained: f 


ESTIMATE OF THE TAXABLE INCOME OP THE FRENCH + 


NATION BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, 


Millions Millions | 
Sterling. Tournois. 


44 1100 net income of land reduced to one half, 
| or twenty-two millions ſterling. ( 5 50 
millions livres). | 


12 300. annual income of the farmers, mẽtayers, 5 
and cultivators of vineyards, reduced 


to about four millions ſterling (too 
N millions livres). 

200 rent paid to proprietors of houſes fitu- 
" ated iũ towns, and, like that of land *, 
diminiſhed by at leaſt one half, four 
millions ſterling (100,000,000 livres). 

4 100 net income of Welt India planters, after 

| defraying all the expenſes of cultiva. 
tion and management. This branch: 
of income no longer cxiſts. 


o 


— 


. 


* See the Moniteur of the iſt December 1798, No. 71, contain- 
ing a report of Lauſſat; in which he ſays, © the rent of houſes is 
almoſt wholly oft throughout France, and requires a peace of ſeveral 

ears to riſe to ts former level. This ſpecies of property is even 
ome very burdenſome t.- its poſſeſſors. Of this we muſt not 
judge by viewing the beſt ſtreets and ſquares of Paris; but from a 
review of the principal towns in the departments, where the . 
of this aſſertion are unfortunately but too concluſive,” 


* 
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Millions Millions | 
\ Sterling.” Tournois:- þ £ | | Ae 
12. 300 intereſt of the national debt, annuities, 


Jy +. -.. dividends on Eaſt India ſtock, and on 
that of the Caiſſe d' Eſcompte, which, 
buy the decree of bankruptcy, were 

reduced to one third *, Aſter re- 


F is 4 * * 18. 4 « 1 


* After having ſpecifically appropriated to the diſcharge of this 
third part various branches of the revenne, which the national trea- 
ſury has thought fit to apply to the expenſes of the war, the two 
Councils have at length come to a generous reſolution to pay it in 
bons 5 which will be received in payment of the direct taxes and of 
hcences. It is very fingular, however, that they have begun by 
paying the laſt) half year's dividend, of the year vi. without taking 
notice of the three preceding dividends, although Harmand declared, 
on the 224 September 1798, that they were wo years in arrears. 

As the return of theſe bon, with which this third is to be paid, 
will de ſo much dead ſtock to government, it was long under diſ- 
cuſſion whether that ſacrifice ſhould be made to the ſtockholders: 
but Huguet gained their cauſe by obſerving, .* that ſuch a determi- 
nation would be advantageous to government, becauſe i? would liberate 
the 1 fo mucii debt, although it would require no money; and that 
it would be advantageous to the ſtockholders, who would %/ the 
legiſlative body for this act of beneficence, even ſhould they loſe 25 
or 30 fer cent. on the Sons.” He was ſupported by Arnould, who 
agreed that the ſtockholders would prefer receiving Bos immediately to 

' HOPE' OF RECEIVING $SPECIE at /ome future fieriod. 

„Thus then they, will ſpeedily receive in bons one of the four half 
year's dividends already due; but the law which orders the wang 
to pay them, enables it, at the ſame time, o retain a ſum equal to t 
amount of their taxes, and only to deliver goNs for the difference. 

It was a female Rothholder who had the merit of extorting this act 
of benefizence from the Councils, by repreſenting, © that the ſtate not 
paying what was due to her, ſhe was unable to diſcharge the taxes 
of the current year, for the amount of which a garniſer had juſt 
been quartered upon her.” After three months Seliberation, the 
Councils determined to pay this female citizen in bon, which will be 
of no ſervice to her except to difinifs the garnier. Such is the de- 
eree for which the creditors of the republic are to 54 the beneficence 
of their repreſentatives! Surely it is impoſſible to mock misfortune 
with. more effrontery! Nor would it be poſſible better to paint the 
diſaſtrous conſequences of ſo much injuſtice than is done by Bail- 
leul in the following report, by means of which he obtained this 
act of beneficence : 5 | | | 
It is, doubtleſs, a cruel and a heart-rending proſpect, to behold 
the citizens in a ſtate of miſery, and to bedew our cheeks with tears 
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maining two years in arrears, they 
' have at length begun paying one 
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mm 


for the wretched creditors of the republic, who are continually amuſed- 


with hopes that uniformly prove deluſive: but their unhappy ſitua- 
tion is not only a misfortune to themſelves; it is a public calamity, 


which daily becomes more and more baneful to the ſtate; Nor da 


we heſitate to aſſert, that one of the cauſes which has long proved 
moſt injurious io agriculture, to manufactures, and to commerce, and 
has, more than any other, impeded the payment of the taxes, is the 
ſuſpenſion of the dividends.——Confider the great numbers of debtors 
Who had no other means of payment—Coulider thoſe too, who, 
though having no direct connexion with the ſtate in regard to their pro- 
perty, and the inveſtment of their fortuue, yet are diſtreſſed by their 
debtors, who do not pay them, becauſe the latter are not themſelves 
paid by the ſtate; while the former are fued by their creditors, to 
whom they cannot even plead as an excuſe the in/olvency of the goveru- 
ment, becauſe to them nothing is directly due. Trace all the links 
of this concatenation of calamities, which extends to. all claſſes of 
perſons, ſhackles every man's fortune, renders every contract pre- 
carious, every engagement uncertain, the parties to every tranſaction 
unfortunate; deſtroys all the means of ſubſiſtence, corrupts the 
morals and probity of the people, and thus reduces private to à level 
with public faith; and then you will have a faint idea of the innu- 
merable evils and diſorders that ariſe from the total ſuppreſſion of 'a 
national debt. * | 
. * By keeping out of the circulation the annual and periodical 
ſupply of eighty-nine millions of livres from the dividends and pen- 
| fions, the reſources of the public treaſury are in fact diminiſhed in 
a ſtill greater ratio, and deprived of a; much larger ſum. To de- 
monſtrate completely this aſſertion, we would willingly trace, ſtep by 
ſtep, the various channels which the innumerable ſubdiviſions of 
theſe eighty- nine millions purſue when divided among the national 
creditors; we would point out to you all the proceſſes by which this 
ſalutary repartition carries life and plenty throughout the capillary 
ſyſtem of the ſtate. You would then ſee how this ſum, being firſt 
received at the public treaſury, then paſſing from hand to hand, and 
ſatisfying all the private wants of the individuals, in fact multiplies 


itſelf to infinity, ſucceſſively liquidating in its paſſage. the debts of 


all through whoſe hands it paſſes ; who, one after another, tranſmit 
it to their creditors, wh, in their turn, pay it to thoſe to whom 
they are indebted, and theſe to others. We would ſhow how, after 
baving diſcharged this firſt office, it is employed to ſupply the de- 
mands of the manufacturers, enabliug them to pay wages, undertake 
- repairs, erect buildings, form eſtabliſhments, an 

terials and other merchandiſe. We would ſhow, how this fame 
ſum of money, when received at the national treaſury to be intro- 
duced into. commercial circulation, gives, in its progreſs, life and 
value to all the various branches of property it approaches. We 
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bal. year's dividend in Bons; which, 
1 conſidering the loſs that ſpecies of 


would ſhow how, - after having ſerved as a medium of liquidating the 
debts of individuals, and of giving activity and employment to the 
induſtrious, it becomes the means of general proſperity and wealth. 
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We would ſhow how, after having baniſhed poverty, it enriches 


one, - multiplies commercial tranſactions, and conſequently 
facilitates the payment of the taxes by enriching the community. 
We would ſhow how it increaſes the amount of the tax itſelt, by 
. the value of the articles on which it is collected, as 
well as the quantity conſumed, and conſequently the number of 
bargains, and other acts which ultimately produce it, and enable 
every one to pay it. Laſtly, we would ſhow how, after having thus 
iſcharged an infinity of offices, it again returns in the ſhape of a tar 
into the public treaſury, ſoon to perform "anew the fame ſeries of 
ſervices. Do you not perceive what we have loſt in the year vr. 
by not paying thoſe dividends'?—n a THIRD of the faxes decreed 
have, in fat, been paid into the national treaſury. oo 
We do not now receive one third of what was actually paid be- 
fore the year 1790. And why this defalcation, but that our engage- 
ments are not fulfilled ? becauſe the creditors of the ſtate, not bei 
paid, do not diſcharge their debts to others? and thus diffry/? is be- 
came equally univerſal with the wart of faith; and becauſe, in fuch 
an order of things, there is no emulation or #nduftry, and nothing 
remains but di/couragement and impotency *' n 
Let us now proceed to the picture drawn by this reporter of the 
influence of this wan, of fai in the republic, on agriculture, on 
manufactures, and on commerce. The length of this extract will 
be forgiven, when it is conſidered that this report, which was del?- 
uri as that of a committee, is at once a proof and a recapitulation of 
all that I have advanced throughout the fix preceding chapters, 
which were already printed off when this official paper came to my 


bands. Every reader who is deſirous of ſtudying and eſtimatin 


this diminution in the taxable income of the people of France, wilt 
13 that it is impoſſible to have a ſurer guide than the document 
am quoti ng. th 
In a ſtate, where eommerce does not exiſt, money always ſeems 


extremely ſcarce, the borrowers are entirely at the mercy of the 


Tenders; and couſequently the rate of intereſt is very high.—If the 
mtezeſt of money is at an exorbitant rate, manufacturers will ſuffer 
in proportion to that calamity. The merchant refuſes the orders he 
receives from abroad, becauſe he can neither ſupport a competition 
in price, nor grant the credits that are expected. If he wants af- 


fi ſtance, he cannot find money for leſs than perhaps 15 or 20 


fer tent. becauſe money is only lent on pledges. it is eaſy to 
perceive, that if the merchant cannot borrow directly on the 


commodities he purchaſes, neither can the manufacturer on the ar- 


| ( as 1. 

Millions Millions ( 53 ) 
Sterling. Tournos.. ,. . . e 
paper muſt infallibly experience, can 
not be taken as repreſenting a capital 
bf more than twenty-five or tlirty 

mwmimillions (1,206,0000.). | 
af 70 for that part of the income of the clergy 


Which was paid in titles. It is im- 
pPoffible to form any eſtimate of what 
8 , re xs? - 1 4 | 1 ; Ty it, 

3 . e 6 —ů 


ticles he makes; and hence it appear, titat without the aid of credit 
N merchant who. has not a conſiderable capital is obliged to ſuſ- 
pend his ſpeculations, and the manufacturer is prevented from 
exceeding his own funds, or perhaps is tempted to quit buſineſs, and 
By" out, bis money to intereſt at 3 or 48 er month, thus 
andoning a ſpecies of employment which is productive to the ſtate, 
for operations which in 9 prejudicial to it, and which 
are the conſequences of the annihilation of credit. Thus the ma- 
nufucturers growing weaker and weaker, agriculture” ſuffers a pro- 
pPortionable injury; The abundance of our preſent harveſts proves 
nuthing with re to the future; for the er will exhauſt the 
land, and the remainder of the ſtock laid put on it: he will leave 
off manuring, and rear no cattle. ,, He will only ſow what is indiſ- 
| penſably neceſſary, and that without always obtaining a crop, for the 
eaith is greedy hefore'it is generous; the landlord will not receive his 
rent, the buildings will go out of repair, and the collection of the 
taxes will become impoſhible. Hence the price of land will fall 
fFonſiderably, and thoſe who become purchaſers will only buy on 
« Jpeculation,, in the expectation of future advantage; but their ima- 
Knation will be haunted with every fear, and they will have cauſe 
8 dread the power of a governmeut, whoſe neceſſities will render 
Them unjuſt. Hence the circulation will daily become more lan- 
gvid, and the. little money which the general diſtruſt will ſuffer to 
ppear, in lieu of leading to uſeful enterpriſes, will be ſwallowed up 
| 10 the cheſts of a few greedy uſurers, who will lend on terms of 
daily increafing ſeverity to thoſe who are anxious to keep together 
the wreck, of their ſinking fortunes. e 
In luck a ſtate of affairs, no great; no uſeful, no grand defigns 
are formed; diſtruſt becomes general, extinguiſhes genius, and 
withers the tree of natiotial proſperity, to its very roots. -t is im- 
ble for the. farmer to fall His proviſions to any advantage.— As 
can enjoy no credit, the want of money prevents him from cul- 
tivating his land to advantage, or beſtowing on it the labour and 
expenſe it requires. = frogs Aa that meets the eye, though A 
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Millions Millions. , . 1 
Sterling. Tournois. 


oe Sg. SAY, D468 athens 104 of 
B04. 9 Wo the charities now beſtowed on thein. 
911 x 1 9 in penſions, on the penſion liſt, and ſa- 
laries of the various officers of govern- 
AT ety ment, the army and navy officers, and 


| 

1 | 

k Pg 3 | +. the i income. of the. profeſſors of phyſic 

| A | * he EN: and. ol law. Tbeſe. eſtimate at one 
De balf, or fifty millions * s; 
i 52 . erling). 


#8 5 200 profits of perſons aployed in other 
| ON SD 180 proſeſſions, trades. and callings, now 
reduced to at moſt one fourth, br 
TN 1 fiſiy millions (two millions fierling): 
| 3 090, or 750 ſor the profits of the proprietors 
of manufactories, . their _ principal 
. e Workmen and clerks, and the mer- 
124/179 chants. who ſapplied them with raw 

n materials, which they afterwards: Te» 
f bo bf FR 0 a exported i in their manuſactured ſtate, 
da.iſtributed over the country, for 
buome conſumption, or ſold to the 
inland retail dealer. This article 
includes not only the profit of foreign 

Ng commerce, but the much larger and 
2+ +.  - more. various profits of the inland 
24... trader, land-carrier, and retail dealer; 
9/4 +», and, in a word, thoſe of all the oc. 

ceupations connected with.) commerce : 
aAlſo the profits of fleeping partners, 

300% e banken, commiſſion-merchants, bro- 
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< 255 ) 
intervene between the farmer or manu- 
ſaQurer, and the conſumer.; to which 
muſt be added the profits of the carry- 
ing trade, fiſheries, and other ſhipping. 
Conſidering the deſtruction of the 
ſhipping, the decay of the-manufag- 
tures, the ruin of commerce, and 
the total annihilation of the fiſheries, 
it would be difficult to eſtimate all 
theſe branches as now producing more 
than 130 millions (35, 200, oool. ſter 

. ee e > ant n 
This article; however, is extremely uncertain ; and 


it cannot be too often repeated, that this eſtimate; as 


well as moſt of the preceding, depends on data, none 


of which are dearly and poſitively aſcertaĩned “; yot 


. — 4 
C 


lu thus eſtimating at nearly a milliard the proſits of thoſe who 
are employed in the various departments of commerce, of manu- 
factures, and of trades and callings, I have nearly agreed with 
Arnould, who, in 1791, eſtimated them at 1042 millions; yet our 
data are entirely different, ſince he added the net profits of the foreign 


and inland trade to the ge u, of the manufactures, and of 


trades and callings, which he only eſtimated at 504 millions. But 
thus to combine theſe two objects, when ſpeaking of the income 


of, a people, is to take the pecuniary value of ail the commodities 


ſupplied by a manufactory, or an eſtate, for the net and taxable 
income of the farmer or manufacturer. . t g 
Nothing can be more vague than the manner in which the French 
writers have hitherto treated of this ſubject. One of the moſt cele- 
Prated of the economiſts, M. le Troſne, has eſtimated the total in- 
dome of France at 3134 millions, which is alſo. very nearly the ſum 
at which I have eſtimated it; but he confounded the profits of the 
zer with the groſs; value of the fruits of the earth, which are two 
very different articles. As to that part of the profit arifing.from 


commerce, he purpoſely omitted it, becauſe the economiſts have 


always perſiſted in not conſidering it as entitled to the name of froduce. 
Arnould, endeavouring to rectify this computation, propoſed a 
new ane, in which, however, the general refrodudive froduce of the 
kingdom was ſtill confounded with the z@xadble income of its inhabit. 
ants ; for he computed the territorial produce of France at 2000 
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If no confiderable error is diſcovered in it; or if, in 
conteſting the eſtimate of one or other of the items, 
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millions, although, in the reſt of his works, he eſtimates the rents 
received by laud-owners, and the profits of farmers, at only 
100 or 1100 millions. It is, however, theſe two laſt articles that 
-conſtitute the tarable income; which is the only object of our preſent 
inquiry, the only one which it is really uſeful to examine, and the only 
ons on which a ſtateſman can expect to attain to any degree of exact- 
neſs. It was by purſuing this method that Arnould arrived at a 
grand total of 3400 millions, in which, however, he neither included 
the taxable revenue of the clergy, who live upon their tithes, nor 
-the- falaries of civil and military officers; nor the intereſt of the na- 
tional debt. TIS, FW. 
The miniſter Clavidre, in his work on Public Faith, publiſhed in 
1788, has eſtimated the income of the inhabitants of France at three 
- milliards; and it is evident, he is only ſpeaking of the taxable income. 
The only ground, however, on which this calculation ſtands, is that 
of Davenant, who; in 1698, computed the taxable income of the 
_ Engliſh at forty-three millions ſterling, and that «the French at 
eighty· one millions ſterling, or about two milliattls' of livres. _— 
venant, howeyerz entered into no iculars, nor has the writer 
have juſt quoted ſupplied the oc Banks Vert 7 — vaguely 
and as a fact, that the income of the French had only experienced an 
increaſe of one half in the ſpace of ninety years. The ſketch I 
have drawn of it bas confirmed me in this idea. — 
I am much deceived, if the French economiſts will not conteſt the 
-enumeration of the intereſt of the national debt more ſtrenuoufly 
than any other. They will ſay, chat to take an account of the in- 
tereſt of a debt as a1) item of national income, is ti retkon it twice 
©  *over; becauſe it is paid out of that income. Ibough this objection 
appears plauſible, yet the dividends on a public debt ought rather to 
be conſidered as a ſpecies of "2#%14-rent held by one claſs of citi- 
zens, aud charged on the income of the reſt. This rent only paſſes 
through the hands of government into thoſe of the creditors of the 
ſtate; and ſince theſe creditors repay to the government, in the ferm 
of takes, a part of the ſums the) receive as Anek, it is evide 
that the intereſt of the national debt conſtitutes à part of the rhε 
income. The author of the report which bears the name of Bailleu 
is, I believe, the firſt Frenchman who has either felt or explaine 
this fact: but I am alſo of opinion, that he has mu dan oli 
enforced its application, when he aſſerts that the regular pavrhen 
of eighty<nine millions of intereſt co Bring $00 121 ons inte the ha» 
tional treaſury. ö . "I TRIS | Tom hn Dotil Tt 
© Although-the wages of artiſaus and . are, to a cer · 
mein point, not only taxable, but actually taxed; they cannot be in- 
+» cluded in the general account of the income of a nation, which we 
mould thus multiply without end. This difficulty, however, de- 


\4 


( 257 ) 
the general proportion of their aggregate diminution 
is admitted, it will follow, that the former capital of 
the people of France is reduced from about fifty 


milliards to ten, and their taxable income from about 


- * 
- 
++, 


three milliards to one. : | 
Such have been the conſequences of the grand 
national confiſcations, ſequeſtrations, forced loans, 


maximums, requiſitions, and, above all, of the paper 


circulation, which occaſioned a total bankruptcy of 
forty-five milliards of affignats, two milliards and a 
half of manda!s, many hundred millions of ordon- 
ances, and of two thirds, or rather of the whole of 
the national funds, both old and new. And what 
remains after ſo many ſacrifices: ſuffered by this 
wretched nation? A conſtitution, whole pages of 
which, the guardians, to whom it is confided, are 
daily tearing out, while, at the ſame time, they are 
daily renewing their oaths of fidelity to its laws; the 
execration of all their allies, whom they have ruined 
and impoveriſhed; and, laſtly, conqueſts which will 


r + 


„ 


ſerves to be mentioned, to ſhow that we ought not to purſue calcu- 
lations of this nature with any expectation of attaining to the exact 
truth, but merely as an illuſtration of the ſubject. | | 
So various are the views of writers on theſe topics, that Dupont, 
who attempted a fimilar eſtimate previous to the revolution, com- 
puted at only 1500 millions the truly taxable income of the people 


of France, including that ariſing from land, from the colonies, from 


the fiſheries, and from commerce and manufactures; while to me it 
appears to have amounted to twice that ſum, We differ, however, 
Is than may at firſt ap in the principal general reſult of our 
calculation: I mean in proportional diminution of the income 
itſelf ; for, in December 1795, the ſame deputy acknowledged, that 
it could no longer be conſidered as exceeding 800 millions, or that 
it was fallen in the proportion of fifteen to eight; and if I compute 
the loſs in the proportion of fifteen to five, this ariſes from a till. 


further diminution in the productive induſtry of the French, and 


the total ceſſation of ſeveral branches of profit, 
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(0 258 ) 4 
infallibly involve them in farther ſacrifices, although 
Barbe Marbois congratulated his countrymen on the 


| ſecurity: theſe; conqueſts procured for their enjoying 
- Four centuries f peace. The preſident of the Coun- 


cil of Five Hundred even went further ; for when 
exulting in the invaluable benefits ariſing from the 
revolution, he dared even to appeal to the people 
themſelves, and take them to witneſs how little it had 


c them in compariſon with its real value * 


What! has that revolution -C /6 ile, whoſe 
bloody experiments have robbed the country of that 
monarchical government, under which alone its 
inhabitants can proſper, of the flower of the male 
and induſtrious part of its population, and of the 


morality of the remainder who ſtill ſurvive, of ſour 


Hlths of their nnn nn of two thirds of. their 
incomes 

It is principally to this laſt Winde that we . 
to direct the view of thoſe cabinets, who ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be impoſed on by the romantic boaſts of the 
Directory. That quintumvirate endeavour to excite 
ont fears by N b metres as diſpoſing at 


_— * 


* It is worthy of ii that the dest who thus ex- 

himſelf, is the ſame Bailleul, who, eight months after, deli- 

vered at the tribune, as the fruit of his , fight om the excellent 

_ of which I have given fo copious an extract, and which is 
roof of the poiſonous fruits of the revolution. 

515 7 is alſo worthy of remark, that a few weeks before he thus tore 
off the veil that —— from the view of foreign nations the real 
ſtate of France, the ſame member wel — the following advice to 
thoſe of his colleagues who began to be dejected with tHe contem- 
plation of the future proſpect : * 4: muſt not enable the enemies of the 
revolution to make a weafrn of what we may ourſelves ſay againſt its 


conſequences. Even ſuch as it now is, it will be BLESSED by every mas 
us remembers, & c. | 


(259 ) 
wall of the energies of a nation whoſe reſources are entire. 
But if, after analyſing theſe reſources, we take the 
trouble to compare them with the. extenſiveneſs of 
the demands which they themſelves repreſent as in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary for the next campaign, we ſhall 
diſcover theſe demands to exceed the total of the net 
and taxable income of this impoveriſhed nation. 
1 ſhall here take leave to confirm my ſtatements 
by a digrefſion, which will throw conſiderable light 
on the enormous deficit of which I am about to 
ſpeak. I have already had occafion to obſerve, that 
it is- owing to the taxable income of the Engliſh na- 
tion having trebled within the laſt century, that, un- 
der George III. they are able to pay ten times as 
much in taxes, and yet have greater means of en- 
joyment, than in the time of William III. who levied 
only one tenth of the preſent amount of taxes on an 
income equal to one third of that of the preſent day. 
The cauſe of this is the impoſſibility of laying heavy 
taxes on neceſſaries; whereas the limits to taxation 
on luxuries are indefinable; for in proportion as theſe 
increaſe, the ſtate may, in caſe of need, continually 
augment the proportion of its demands. Thus it is 
eaſier to take the fourth part of the ſecond million, 
and even the half of the third, than the tenth of the 
firſt. In applying this rule of experimental finance 
to the impoveriſhment of the French nation, it will 
be immediately perceived, that if the income, as 
well agricultural as commercial and manufactural, 
has been reduced to one third, or only to half its 
ſormer amount, it is utterly impoſſible ſor the preſent 
governors to extort half the amount of the taxes 
8 2 . | 
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i in the time of Lewis VI. This Mt 
ſhall be illuſtrated by an example. | 

An individual who enjoys an income of 2000 


livres per annum may, in ſtrictneſs, devote 500 livres 
to the expenſes of the ſtate. But ſhould ſome un- 


foreſeen event reduce this income to 1000 livres per 
annum, there no longer exifts the fame ground for 
demanding a fourth of his income, or 250 livres. In 
the firſt caſe, the ſtate took only a part of his ſuper- 
fluity; in the fecond, it would deprive him of a part 
of his neceſſaries. If, on the other hand, his fortune 
be increaſed to 3o0s livres per ammm, he may more 
ceaſily give 1000 livres to the ſtate than he could be- 
fore pay 500 out of 2000. This example applies in 
an inverſe ratio to the public revenues of Great Britain 
and France, and ſhows why the people of Great 
Britain are leſs burdened than formerly, although 
they pay a much larger ſum 5 whereas the French are 
infinitely more oppreſſed, though the ſum they pay is 
This Wa is ſo well underſtood in England, 
tat all thoſe are exempted from the income tax 
- whoſe net income does not amount to 60/. ſterling 
per aumum; and a ſcale is adopted, which takes only 
2 hundred. and twentieth from thoſe whoſe incomes 
are of that amount. Above that fam it gradually in- 
creaſes in a much more rapid proportion than that of 
the income itſelf ; for inſtance, one of 1200. is taxed 
not at a fixtieth, but a thirty-ſecond ; one of 1801. at a 
fourteenth ; and all incomes amounting to 2001. or up- 
Wards, at a tenth. This ſcale is nearly the ſame as the 

progteſſive ſcale eſtabliſhed at Athens. The citizens 
4 ins 


( 26x ) | 
were there divided into four claſſes; thoſe who had 
an eſtate producing 500 meafures of corn paid ane 
talent to the ſtate; thoſe of 300, H a talent; thoſe 
of :200, only a fizth; and all thoſe under that ſum 
nothing; juſt as from the new tax introduced in Eng- 
land, all thoſe are exempt whoſe incomes do not 
amount to 60/. ſterling per anmm *, 1 91 


_ 
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* However juſt in theory the univerſal adoption of a, 4rogrefive 
fcale of taxation, or rather rogrefive diminution, may appear, yet it 
is evidently. inapplicable to a tax on land, becauſe a law which 
ſhould tax an eſtate higher when-poſſeſſed by a fingle individual than 
when divided among ſeveral proprietors, would impede the progreſs 
of agriculture by deſtroying the emulation of landholders to extend 
their poſſeſſions. Hence it follows, that as a land-tax cannot be 
progreſſive, it would be unwiſe tu make that the andy tax, as has been 
propoſed in France by, the economiſts, to whoſe chimerical abſur- 
dities this is a ſufficient and a concluſive anſwer. . 
Perhaps, however, even the Athenian ſcale might be admiſſible 
in reſpect to the land-tax of a ſmall ſtate like Geneva, or the de- 
mocratic cantons of Switzerland, whoſe territories are very limited ; 
and where it is, therefqre, of importance to turn the-induſtry of the 
inhabitants towards commerce and manufactures. But in an empire 
as extenſive as that of France, and whoſe chief riches conkft in 
land, to decree that they ſhall be taxed progreſſively, according to 
the fortune of the poſſeſſor, and not in proportion to the produce of 
the land itſelf, was enacting an agrarian law; for ſuch, in fat, was 
that which the legiſlative aſſembly adopted on the 18th March 1793, 
alleging, that large eſtates were a great /ocial diſorder. 
Ibis decree, it is true, has been partly amended and re. 
pealed by ſubſequent laws; and the greater part of the legiſlators 
who propoſed it, at length declare that the beſt means of taxing the 
rich, is to tax the confumption of the poor. ; . 
It is to be obſerved, that the ſcale of taxation e at Athens 
was not ſo much an aſcending ſcale directed againſt the rich, as a 
 neſeending ſcale in alleviation of thoſegeitizens who had little or no 
ſuperfluity to devote to the expenſes of the ſtate. Thus we have the 
curious phenomenon of the ſyſtem of the Athenians n 
and ſanctioned. by the Britiſh parliament, in the very e year 
when the French are deploring its evil effects, aud when their rivals 
in AY. the Dutch, have adopted a ſcale much leſs favourable 
to the poor. 2 | 4 
But the modern Roman republic has ſurpaſſed her mother and 
ſiſter republics in the fiſcal art; for her conſuls. have diſcovered a 


— 


grogręſſtue ſcale entirely new. The Moniteur of the 13th Auguſt 17 
No. 326, informs us, that they have eſtabliſhed a loan, to which 
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But why ſhould we ſearch the records of ancient 
hiſtory for proofs that the taxable means of a nation 
increaſe or decreaſe in a very different proportion 


from that of the actual incomes of the individuals, 


when the events that have ſo recently taken place in 
France furniſh us with a complete demonſtration of 
the theory which I advanced in the year 1796, and 
again maintained in the beginning of 17983 at which 
period I defied the Directory to levy a million a day 


on the whole of the republie. Many were then of 


opinion, that 1 was either deceived with regard to 
their reſources, or that I was merely endeavouring to 


depreciate their power: yet 1 am now enabled to 
prove, that the ſum total of What are called the 


contributions does not amount to much more an 


Hax @ million per day. 


As the financiers of France have Stories theniſclves 
to the utmoſt to conceal this deficit, it is of import- 
ance to point out the expedients to which ned ly 
bad recourſe for this purpoſe... + - 

And firſt; in conſequence of the decree which e ex- 
acted, within the ſpace of three months, a payment 
in anticipation of three. fourths ' of the land-tax, the 
receipts of the enſuing month (November 1797) 
amounted to * willions; and the national 


— 


thoſe who Youre an indome => from three to fix thouſand ſcudi + are 
to pay a third of their income; thoſe from fix to ten thouſand to 
pay ws thirds ; and thoſe who have more than ten thouſand ſeudi fer 
annum, to pay a'WHOLE YEAR'S income. If theſe individuals want 
money for this loan, the ſtate will furniſh them with it on mort- 


gaging ing their . 
his is what the Roman conſuls call outrunning their ſeniors | in the 


«reg er exo od | 
#1: 4 Roman crowns, which ar the fame with Spaniſh dollars 
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treaſury publiſhed the account, to prove that tlie 
revolution of the 18th Fructidor had become @ new 
era in their finances. During this interval ſeveral 
deputies exulted in the brilliant ſucceſs of their new 
budget, and cried out in chorus with Riou, that 25 
receipts had never been either ſo rapid or ſo abundant z 
and that the law of the gth-Vendemiaire (zoth Septem- 
ber 1797) might be conſidered as the epocha of the RR 
GENERATION of their finances *. © But it muſt be 
added, that the treaſury only thought ꝓroper to pub- 
liſn the receipts in November 1797; and that they 
exerted themſelves to the utmoſt to avoid producing 
the accounts of the ſubſequent receipts, although the 
Councils repeatedly ordered them to publiſh a ful an 
particular account monthly, under a threat of atherwiſe 
belolding another 18th Fructidur T-. 1 
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* Sitting of the 13th December . bees 
+ This menace was uttered by Riou on the qth March 1798; 
but his colleague Portiez had anticipated him ſeven weeks before; 
when oppoſing ſome new project of expenſe. Before we degide,” 
Mid he, © on ſimilar projets, we ought" to be furniſhed with an 
exact account of the ſtate of the treaſury, and this, notwithſtanding 
all the reſolutions we have paſſed, we are unable to obtain. Hence 
we proceed groping in the dark, and decreeing day by day whatever is 
propoſed, and this without any prec:/e idea of what is received and 
expended by the treaſury. But it is not thus that the repreſentatives 
of the nation ought to vote If we adopt this project, and if there 

_ ſhould be found next month a deficit in the national coffers, I ſhop] 
not be ſurpriſed if we were told, There is @ deficit of /o much, and 


— 


this deficit muſt ae ; | SELECT; © "7 F 

This was the language of à clear-fighted wan but the treaſury, 
who were equally clear-Gghted, had no inclination to remove the 
veil during the negotiations at Raſtadt, and therefore ſuffered the 
two Councils ſtill to grote on in the dark, and decree, day by day, every 
diſburſement that was propoſed, without giving them the fmalleſt 
idea whether they could do honour to their draughts. It was not 
till many months after this period that they came and faid, There ir 


@ deficit f mack, and this deficit muſt dee, And not till then, - 
8 4 | | 
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Fabre, Rn 1797. 


6264) 
© After having left them, during a long time; at the 
mexcy of their accuſers, the miniſter of finances at 
length came to their aid, and to ſhow that it was 
through civiſm that they diſobeyed the orders of the 


Couneil, declared, „that in the tenth month of 


the year vi. 191 millions ſtill remained dus upon the 
land-tax, and that the receipts on the perſonal con- 
tributions did Hob amount to a e! part of the 
tax. n 

Villers and Fabre had, long before this, e 


of the non-fulfilment of the law of the gth Vendimiaire, 


or the budget of the year vi.; and if we recollect, 


that they were themſelves the e of this law, 


and that, at the time of bringing it forward, they had 
taken upon them to guarantee, that the 616 millions 


/ of expenditure would ⅛ iudubitabiy be covered by the 


monies that would be received , no one will wonder, 
that on perceiving that theſe receipts would hardly 
produce one half, the ſum expected, they. endea- 
voured again to take in hand that celebrated budget 
which they had thus cauſed to be acceded to without 
examination, by repreſenting it as a new and grand 
ſyſtem which had been completely moulded at once, and 
which ought to be agepted bent any modification 


0 whatever. 


Aſter eight 3 trial of this new ſyſtem, Ozun 
acne * tribune, and exprgſſed himſelf as fol- 


cm MM * r „ 


TT dd 8 


ſent the accounts of the receipts and expenditure for the firſt eleven 


months. 


1 
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lows: © The law of the gth Vendemiaire has been 


erroneouſly conſidered as a complete ſyftem of finances: 
it was but the frame-work, and that frame-work has 
never yet been filled up. In fact, it only pointed 
out ſome /ources of revenue, but without con/#1utmg the 
revenue itſelf,” This criticiſm on the above-men- 
tioned law, though. rather tardy, was the more juſt, 
as the greater part of the taxes included in the budget 
of the gth Vendẽmiaire had only %een. decreed in 
principle; and although they required other laws of a 
more circumſtantial nature, before they could confti- 
jule or procure a revenue, the legiſlators had con- 


ftantly refuſed to hear of theſe new regulations. It 


might almoſt be ſaid, that they bad reſolved, in all 
reſpects, to.imitate the party they had juſt tranſported 
to Cayenne, for the atrocious crime of having left 
the government deſtitute of funds. Hence, at every 
refuſal, Villers and his co-operator Fabre, who trem- 
bled leſt they ſhould be rendered reſponſible in their 
turn for the deficiency of the year v1. continually re- 
peated that the taxes decreed were to be followed by 
organic laws which muſt be organized. | 

Thus it was not till they had long prepared the 
Council to hear of a deficit, though always avoiding 


to ſpecify it, that Villers ventured to propoſe; on tbe 


1ſt June, a new lift of taxes, in lieu of thoſe which 


they had conſented to decree, but refuſed to organize. 
* If we are at this day,” ſaid he, © obliged to re- 


model the budget of the ꝗth Vendemiaire, it is becauſe 


that law is not ſo productive as we imagined it would 


Pprove.—Do not abandon yourſelves to the maſt dan- 
gerous of all ſyſtems, that of a falſe ſecurity.” This 


(266 ) 

leſſon having been well received, as was alſo the new 
liſt of taxes brought forward by this ſpeaker, he 
thought it a favourable moment to appriſe the aſſem- 
bly, that ** theſe new taxes would only tend to the 
improvement of the old, and that the committee of 
finances would /peed:ly-propofe additional taxes to ſup- 
ply the deficit.“ But the journal of the debates in- 
forms. us, that Villers had no' ſooner uttered - theſe 
words, than he Vas in/rrupted by murmurs of diſap- 
probation “; and that, to filence his interrupters, he 
let theſe words eſcape him :'** Repreſentatives of the 
people, the pay of the troops amounts to three millions 
per decade. It is impoſſible as yet to diminiſh your 
expenſes in any reſpect; yet the receipts come in with 
a moſt diſcouraging tardingſ. Know that ſince the iſt 
Vendémiaire vor Two HUNDRED MILLIONS have been 
received! a . 4 2111737 F 
Mie may obſerve, that, notwithſtanding his chagrin, 
Villers ſtill preſerved ſome prudence, and only ſuffered 
one half of the ſecret to eſcape him; for while thus 
declaring: they had not received 200 millions in eight 


— „ — — 


* This ſcene, which was but a prelude to what followed, was ex- 
tremely animated: Can tor then 1 the neceſſities of the republic ? 

ſaid Crochon, when endeavouring to procure filence for Villers to 
: eed. But being like lim interrupted, he, added in a louder voice, 

t is ſaid the firojrofed taxes twill only produce eighteen millions; let us 
however adopt them; for even that ſum is a conſiderable diminution 
of the deficit. You may adopt others afterwards.” Another mem- 
ber put a ſtop for a moment to all theſe controverſies, by the follow- 
ing important obſervation : . /t is not enough to a? 74 we muſt at? 
well; efhiecially in finances. Thus, in order to act well, they did not 
act at all, Marmurs were the only anſwer Villers and Crochon re- 
ceived to their new budget, and the only ſubſidies granted to the Di- 
rectory were ſtrong ons to economy. © A republican 80. 
vernment,” ſaid Lacnte, “ can alone render the people happy; but 
order and economy in the finances are alſo powerful means of preſerv- 
ing that form of government.“ ESE, 2 


( 267 } 
months, he took care not to ſpecify the preciſe amount 
that had been received, or to compare their late ro- 
ceipts with thoſe of the month immediately CODE 
A revolution of the 18th Fructidor. 

But this xeſerve had become almoſt uſeleſs; ſor in 
the ſame debate in which Villers's colleagues endea- 
voured to ſilence him, he revealed the following fact 
relative to the expenditure: lt is but too true,“ 
ſaid he, our erpenſes are enormous. It is a melan- 


choly truth but we muſt candidly acknowledge it. 


The maritime war you are carrying on againſt the laſt 
of your enemies will, in fact, be more expenſive than 
the continental war which "_ have woe; againſt 
tho whole of Europe.” | iche 
Let notwithſtanding the pains the a took to 
ſpeak as vaguely as poſſible of the groſs amount of 
the deficit, it was impoſſible that, while diſcuſſing the 
neceſſity of ſupplying the void, they ſhould not remove 
more and more of the tranſparent veil with which 


they attempted to conceal it. Thus Lucien Buoria- 
parte, under pretext of oppoſing the army-contractors, 


whom he deſcribed as watching every operation. of 


Hance, and as being endowed with the ill-ftarred gift. 


of Caſſundra, propoſed as the firſt ſtep to be taken 
towards putting a ſtop to their diſcoveries, 16 longer 
#6 diſcuſs matters of finance except in ſecret committees x. 


They adopted his propoſal; and to theſe private af- | 


ſemblies Ramel, the treaſury, and the committee of 
SAGA confided their alarms, and preſented the 


— 


dee the Moniteur of the 18th Auguſt $64 No. 331. 
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| particulars of the deficits in every branch of the re- 
venue | | 17 
Notwithſtanding all this care to conceal it from the 
army- contractors, from their allies, and from their 
enemies, and notwithſtanding the treaſury, who were 
forced in this interval to produce the accounts of 
their receipts, had ſo drawn up their ſtatement as to 
make them appear more abundant than was imagined, 
and-even to have amounted in eleven months to 342 
millions ; the truth tuddenly came out through the 
intemperate language of a new member named Dre- 
more, who in the laſt decade but one of the year vi. 
and but a week after-the treaſury had preſented their 
accounts, wholly deſtroyed all the effects of their pre- 
cautions by the following obſervation 1 I obſerve, 
that notwithſtanding all that bas been ſaid on the 
part of the committee of finances on what paſſed in 
the ycar vr. it does not appear that the deficit was 
really 400 millions out of 616, ſince they have not 
again brought forward any of the projects for filling 
it up that were rejected by either of the Councils . 
Had they not even brought them forward ſince that 
period, as in ſact they baye, every one may judge of 
the force of the ob/ervation. of this logical rcaſoner. 
_ After the conſeſſion he ſuffered to eſcape him, and 
which is the only expreſs declaration we have of the 
extent of the deficit , it is almoſt unneceſſary to ſay 


— 
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* See the Moniteur of the 6th September 1798, No. 350. 

＋ Bailleul had declared it; but not only his ſtatement was a month 
prior, but, like that of Villers, was rather a negative than a poſitive | 
aſſertion. He exprefſed himſelf thus: “ On the 18th of the tenth 
month of the year, the mount of all the contributions and all the 


* 
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more to prove that the ordinary and extraordinary _ 
ways and means from which 616 millions were ex- 
pected, have, throughout the whole year, ſcarcely 
produced half that ſum. And as the ſale of timber, 
the revenues from the unſold confiſcated eſtates, the 
ſale of a part of them, and the Batavian refcriptions 
delivered to the army-contractors, or negotiated with 
great difficulty at Hamburg, muſt at the leaſt have 
produced a third of this ſmall ſam; and as theſe 
four objects can by no means be claſſed among the 
contributions of the people; we have at laſt a proof, 
that notwithſtanding the extortions of the garniſers, 
and although the Directory boaſt of having acquired 
by their conqueſts / millions of taxable ſubjects, the 
Great Nation has hardly, in the courſe of this year, 
paid into the republican treaſury /axes to an amount 
much exceeding one third of the ſums received by the 
royal treaſury under the adminiſtration of M. Necker. 
Such is the real ftate of facts, which diſconcerts the 
financiers of France extremely : and it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that while endeavouring to difcover the 
truths which they have concealed from the world, 
and which explain theſe facts, one difficulty is ſcarcely | 
ever reſolved without raiſing another of ſtill greater 
magnitude. If it is proved, it may be ſaid that al! 
the actual receipts have not even produced half of 
what was confidered as certain, or what was wanted 
for their indiſpenſable diſburſements : if it is true, as 
the Directory have afferted, that, even before the con- 
fcription took place, the pay of the land troops alone 


— — r 1 


receipts was ſcarcely equal to a third of the ſum wanted; it does not 
amount to as much as the land-tax alone,” 


E 
amounted to three millions per decade, how could 
they, aſter ſupporting ſo great an expenditure, attempt 
new military and maritime enterpriſes, the expenſes 
of which muſt have been very conſiderable? This is 
without exception the greateſt enigma the republic 
has exhibited fince the fall of the aſſignats, and I 
ſhould find the utmoſt difficulty in reſolving it, had 
not the Councils imprudently obliged the national 


treaſury to publiſh a full and particular account of 


their receipts and diſburſements ſince the revolution *. 
This account, which is abſolutely unintelligible as to 


* 4 4 A 8 8 4 


A little while after Duchatel had denounced the treaſury for not 
having laid before the nation any ft atement of the receiſits ſince the Iſt Ven- 
demiaire, they determined at length to obey theſe reiterated ſum- 


monſes, and in their publication of the accounts which had been thus 


imprudently demanded, they began with theſe remarkable words : 
Herein may be found documents relative to all that has been done both to ſerve 
and to RUN the refuublic. 4 | | 

"Theſe documents, which were publiſhed at Paris in October 1798, 
form a folio volume, which now lies before me, and of which I ſhalt 
be readily excuſed from preſenting the reader with an abſtract, when 
he is informed that it contains an account of ninety-fix milliards 
(3840 millions ſterkng) expended fince the commencement of the 
revolution, and heaped - together, without order or diſtinction, in 
aflignats, mandats, and ſpecie. 

In theſe accounts nothing appears with clearneſs or diſtinctneſs 
till the year v. during which the expenſes to be paid in caſh amounted 
to 339 millions, of which it appears that ninety-five were paid in 
ordennances (orders or draughts on the treaſury), which were got rid 
of by the decree of bankruptcy. | | 

The expenſes of the eleven firſt months of the year vi. are ſtated 
at 333 ons ; but no acccunt whatever is given of what part was 

id in ordomance;, afterwards called Ztters of credit, which were till 
unliquidated-at the time of the publication of this full and particular 
It is much eaſier however to form an idea of the 'receifts than of 
the egtenditure; but it was not till the meſſage of the ad of February 


1709 that we could arrive at a tolerably accurate idea of the former 


during the year vi. or from the 22d September 1797 to the 22d Sep- 


tember 1798. The following is a ſtatement of the net annual pro- 
duce of what may be called the permanent ordinary taxes paid by the 


French nation: 


EN 
every thing that relates to the time of the paper cir- 
culation, merits ſomewhat more confidence with re- 


| | : Millions. 
The eure giſtrement paid for enrolling all contracts, in- 
cluding, among other articles, a per- centage on all 
inheritances, not only collateral but direct, as well as 
on all fales and transfers of real property, eſtimated 
in the budget of the year v1. at ſeventy millions, has X 
produced only - - - - - - - - - - - - 63,620,518 
The ſtamp duties, eſtimated at ſixteen millions, have pro- 


duced only . : \- jt 2s 13,534,708 


The tax on mortgages, eſtimated at eight millions, has 

ee e rr ons. 0, 
The licences {/atentes), eſtimated at twenty nuillions, 
produced ſhort of - - - - - - - - - - 17,000,000 
The cuſtoms, eſtimared at eight millions, produced net 10,000,000 


The poſt-office, eſtimated at ten millions, produced only 94,000,000 - 


The lottery, eſtimated at twelve millions, produced only 6,000,000 
The diligences and other public carriages, eſtimated at 


one million, 22 - ">=. 1, %% %h 


The duty on ſaltpetre and the ſeignorage on coinage, 
and on ſtamping gold and ſilver plate, eſtimated at | 
one million, have produced nothing o, ooo, oo 
The firſt ſeven articles may be conſidered as very accu- 
rate, becauſe they are taken from the meſſages of the 
Directory, and the reports of various committees; 
but the cannot be ſaid of the four direct taxes 
eſtimated at 255 millions, viz. for the land - tax, the 
mobiliary-tax, the poll-tax, and the ſumptuary - tax, 
of the non-payment of which continual complaints 
Have been made, though without at any time ſtating 
either their general produce or their general defici- 
encies. By a compariſon however of various con- 
feſſions which have eſcaped at different periods, it 
will be taking the produce at the utmoſt to eſtimate 
them (ſo as to make a round ſum) at 680, 496,867 
Which make the total of the taxes received by the na- 
tional treaſury during the year vv. 200,0, ooo 
It is important to obſerve, that, independently of theſe taxes re- 
ceived by the national treaſury, the people have paid, iſt, Several mil - 
lions in additional ſous, which have been expended in the depart- 
ments in local and departmental expenſes, ſalaries to judges, admi- 


: : 


niſtrators, &c.; ad, The droits d orci, or duties on proviſions - 


brought into Paris, and the produce of which is paid over to the 
hoſpitals ; zu, Turnpikes, the produce of which is appropriated to 
the repairs of the roads; th, The tax on theatres, which has pro- 
duced at Paris about 1000 livres (or forty pounds ſterling) fer day ; 


EO „ 
gard to the eleven firſt months of the year v1. the re 
ceipts of which are ſtated at 342 millions. | 

I fee no reaſon to ſuſpect the accuracy of this ac 
count. Yet the reader will no doubt ſay, that here 
the treaſury directly contradicts the reports of Villers, 
Dremore, and Bailleul, according to which it ap- 

peared to be an eſtabliſhed fact that the receipts did 

| not excecd 216 millions in eleven months, or 240 for 
the whole year. This contradiction however is done 
away, when we reflect that theſe deputies only ſpoke 

of the receipts at home, and not of the foreign pil- 

lage, which evidently forms a conſiderable item in the 
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and, th, The duties on gaming-howſes, which have produced nearly 
nun equal ſum, which is paid over to the police. l 
It will be taking theſe five taxes at the utmoſt to eſtimate them at 
twenty-five millions (one million ſterling) for the year vi. ; but inde- 
pendently of. cheſe 22 5 millions (or nine millions ſterling) which the 
people have paid in permanent ordinary taxes, the treaſury have col- 
Qed nearly 100 millions by extraordinary ways and means, namely, 
xt, The ſalt- pits confiſcated and let to farm; ad, The Batavian re- 
ſcriptions negotiated' at a loſs, and now exhauſted ; zd, The rent of 
the national confiſcated lands ſtill unfold; 4th, The ſale of ſome of 
theſe lands; th, The gradual * for thoſe formetly fold, and 
to be paid for by inſtalments ; 6th, The felling of timber; 7th, That 
portion of the foreign pillage which has been brought into the na- 
tional treaſury. | 4 ö 
This foreign pillage includes, iſt, Such of the American veſſels 
as the Directory cauſed to be ſeized even in the ports of France, and 
the produce of which muſt have been brought into their coffers ; 2d, 
The contribution exacted from the Grand Duke of Tuſcany ; 3d, 
The forced loan at Lucca; 4th, The ſpoils of the churches and pa- 
laces of Rome; th, The ſpoils of Switzerland, where the nation 
of deliverers ſeized the treaſures of Zurich and Berne, and declared 
not only the caif/es deftargne, or ſavings of the patrician families, 
but even that of the public hoſpitals, to be French property. We 
The beſt-informed of the Swiſs calculate that the gold and fil- 
ver carried away by the French amounted to near fifty millions of 
livres, of which about one half became the prey of the officers and 
ſoldiers, and the remainder was ſent to the national treaſury at Paris, 
who, it is aſſerted, have employed the ſpoils of the moſt ancient ally 
of France to attack her moſt faithful friend the Ottoman Porte. 
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ſiatement of the treaſury, althougli thoſs who pre- 
pared it for the preſs have with the greateſt care 


avoided ſhowing under what title we are to look for 


this plunder, or how we are to trace it and diſcover 
its amount “. 41 K 

In che ſecond place, Dremore only ſpoke of the re- 
ceipts. in ſpecie; and a part of thoſe which the trea- 


ſury deſcribed as actual or ¶eclive receipts, evidently 


confiſts of the preſumptive receipts which-they were 


obliged to deſeribe as having already taken place, be- 
cauſe they had warranted them ſo to the army-con- 


tractors, to whom they delivered ordamancts on the 


caſhiers. Although we find no information on the 
principal object, I mean the amount of ſuch of theſe 


ordomances as were not yet paid at the end of the 


year v1, we may, without fear of exaggeration, eſti- 
mate them at thirty millions; and as the foreign 
plunder muſt at leaſt have amounted to that ſum, we 
thus at length diſcover how the treaſury wete enabled 
to diſpoſe oſ about a million per day. But however 


incomplete their accounts may be, through the obſcu- 


rity in hich they leave us with regard to theſe two ar- 


ticles, it is nevertheleſs an uncommonly inſtructive do- 
cument, were it merely becauſe it contains a proof that 


the receipts have continually decreaſed: ſo much ſo, 
that though the receipts of the firſt month amounted 


* ha. = 
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As the booty they yet expect from their enemies and their allies 


ſeldom appears in their budgets among their preſumptive receipts, 


the Clary have been decent enough not y to mention 
it among thoſe of the year vi. where this article is included under 
the title of Venſemem, which it is impoſſible to diſtinguiſh from their 
ordinary receipts. They. have however expreſlly ſtated the extraor- 
11 of Italy as having amou during the year v. 
to foxty · four millions. a | 
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toithirty-/ix millions, thoſe of the eleventh f fell — 
of twenty-ſeven *. 
As to the expenditure, no accounts have been given 
except ſor the firſt nine months of the year, during 
which they amounted to 268 millions, three quarters 
of which have been ſwallowed up by the departments 
of war and marine . This part of the account gives 
birth to three other very important obſervations, tend- 
ing to undeceive thoſe nations who ſtill ſuffer them- 
ſel ves to be miſled with regard to the innumerable ar- 
mies of the republic, and its inexhauſtible reſources 
for the defence. of * 8 nN and to ac- 
quire more. 
1. As the 1 PP POOP EPR of the 
army, which is maintained at the expenſe of the re- 
public, had been eſtimated at 340 millions, but have 
ſcarcely exceeded half that ſum; this ſaving can only 
be accounted for by a correſponding diminution in 
the number of ſoldiers, who have the more eaſily ob- 
tained their 3.220% e becauſe their nn have 


ene 


| 
| 
| i The total receipts during the firſt half-year were 196 976,143 
| livres, or rather more than thirty-three millions for each month. 
The receipts during the three following months _ 89,679,143 
| Uvres, or ſomewhat 2 than thirty millions 655 month. 
1 e receipts in the tenth and eleventh were ſtated at only 53,943,697 
4 . livres, or ſomewhat leſs than twenty-ſevey millions er month. 
oi „ eee 
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frequently been reduced to a total inability to pay them 
their daily allowance , renee i £44 
+ Theſfe-- diſcharges, though at firſt , unperceived, 
were at length carrĩed to ſuch a height, that the Coun- 
cils caught the alarm; and the Directory, when called 
upon for an explanation, revealed that near #wo hun- 
dred thouſand men ere wanting to fill up the complement 
of the-regiments.”, It: is true, the fame has not been 
the:caſe in the navy, the expenditure of which, was 
fixed at eighty-thece millions and a half of livres, 
and exceeded three fourths of that ſum during the 
nine firſt months but as a part of the amount has 
been ſettled for in the ardonnances yet unpaid; and as 
at that period the treaſury was diſencumbered of the 
Toulon fleet, and the army of Buonaparte, every 
thing concurs to ſhow that eighty millions remained 
in ſpecie to ſatisfy the avidity of the two Councils, 
and that of the Directory, the miniſters, ambaſſadors, 
conſuls, and clerks of the treaſury, to whom a pre- 
ference is invariably given over all the other ſervants 
of the publia ,.. 
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The fame concluſion might have been deduced from an apolo- 
getic defence of the war- offices, by Saint - Aubin, who endeavoured 
to demonſtrate their economy, by the contracts for ſhoes for the army, 
wlüch contracts would in fact ſhow that the conſumption was not 
half ſo great as in the preceding year. It is therefore evident, that, 
to prove his poſition, this writer, ought to have added, that the num- 
ber of the at home bad not been reduced more than half, thou 
this branch of their clothing was. But this explanation he thought 
you to avoid. The war miniſter however, Who had employed 
im in bis defence, was leſs reſerved; for in his circular of the 24th - -- 


Auguſt he exprefily fays, - that the enemies of the republic have 


only deferred making peace, becauſe they /aw the armies of the re- 

public weakened.” | 3 
+ The items of expenditure which relate neither to the army nor 

the navy, amounted, during the firſt nine months, to about fixty 
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2. Although in-the'account of the expenſes of the 
pear vr. the penſions, even when reduced to one 
third, amounted to twentycthree millions, and the in- 
tereſt of the national debt to fixty; and althoogh 
article 6x. of the law that decreed tlieir payment, had 
particularly appropziated: to the diſcharge of theſe 
eighty· three millions the whole produce of all the 
taxes decreed under the name of enregiſtrement; the 
accounts of the treaſury prove, that during the nine 
firſt months they only diſburſed 6, 5 1, 348 for 'thefe 
two objects : and as this ſmall i ſum was paid only to 
*the A ee pg and not: egg no werfe Fp it is 


. . a 
2 321 


millions. The Wee are ſorte of che pri priveipa aaa and 
theſe muſt certainly have been paid in ſpecie 
Tube legiſlative body has received, der WE name & . 
8,10% livres; and the Directory, under that of — $3j10g. 
The department of the miniſter for n affairs coſt, d uring the 
— Tas, 3,331,930. .* 
ts that -have the of the finances, 
of he he er of — that o the treaſur 95 and ano- 
825 known by the name of romprab7litd nationate, have Had æ Cuff. 
derable ſhare in tlis ſutm; for during theſe nine months they, divided 
among themſelves 9,993,758 livres, which is at the rate o thirteen 
millions (520, ooo pounds ſterling) per annum, not for collectlug ſums 
to the. amount of between rims fs and fifteen millions 5 le- 
vied within and without the country, but merely for keepi ping the AC» 
counts. The officers of the fame departments of ſu — ; in 
England do not coſt à fifth part of that ſurn, although their accounts 
N Nee 2 geh 9. 
Under the head of as in rear muſt be included thoſe of 
the widews of the Jeforiden of their country, amounting to nine mil- 
lions; the alimentary aids promiſed to 'the children of thoſe whoſe 
perty has been confiſcated ;/ the peuſions affigned to the refugee 
Fe beyond the ſeas; and the fourth gurt or quarter fliapguaranteed/to the 
- 25,000 reformed officers. It muſt be'remembered that theſe laſt had 
been the chief agents in the revolution of the 18th Fructidor, io ac- 
Lo liſh which they poured in crowds into the capital to ſtrengthen 
irectory, who — to ſolicit their aſliſtance merely to obtain 
* ſubſidies requiſite to — what was due to them. 7 hyow 
not,“ ſaid Talot, à week after that victory, ** what obftacles exiſt to 
ent fatisfy ing the demands of theſe 25,000 officers.” The ob- 
ſacks were immediately removed by a _— granting them a þro- 
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evident that the war ſervice and the two Councils 
have ſwallow-ed up the intereſt of this #hird, fo lightly 
conſolidated, and ſo ſolemnly promiſed. 

3. Another equally important obſervation, and 
which alſo explains why the Directory have been 
able to go on with ſo inconſiderable a portion of the 
ſubſidies granted for defraying the expenſes decreed, is, 
that many of theſe diſburſements attending meaſures 
which they engaged to proceed in without delay, haye 
not taken place. Among theſe is that of the judges, 
the majority of whom have received-no ſalaries during 
eighteen. months; that of the public education, and 
the primary ſchools, which have not yet been orga- 
nizedz. and, above all, the aids aſſigned. to the civil 
hoſpitals *, and to the 800 priſons, where 22,000 pri- 
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miſe of fhreedy and efficacious relief ; upon which moſt of them returned 
to their homes. ; | 

No further diſcuſſion aroſe on this ſubje& till the 21 July, when 
General Jourdan denounced a petition from one of theſe reformed 
officers as a defamatory libel, dragging the national repreſentation and the 
£overnment through the dirt, and painting them at UNGRATEFUL towards 
the liBtary. The Council of Five Hundred immediately ſent this 
petition, which was from a lieutenant of invalids, - to the Directory, 
not for payment, but for puniſhment. —A ſubſequent report informs 
us, that all theſe refo officers have not received any pay during 
eighteen months. © | e 

Their diſtreſs at the preſent time exceeds all deſcription. To 
form an adequate idea of it, we muſt remember, that independent! 
of the confiſcated hoſpital lands, twelve millions which they enjoyed 
in duties on proviſions (droits d octroi), and ſeven millions in feudal re- 
venues, have been taken from them, beſides their funded property, of 
which the national bankruptcy has ſuppreſſed two thirds, 

After imagining they had enriched themſelves by plundering theſe 
eſtabliſhments, the government have been obliged to grant them af- 
ſiſtance, and during the laſt year of the paper circulation were ſtill 
in a condition to facrifice.a maſs of aſſignats equal to fifty millions of 
ſerie to their ſupport : but the budget of the year vt. only aſſigned 
them a tenth part of the ſum they received in the year 1v.; that is, 
five millions, of which only one million was appropriated to the 


Cay 
ſoners are breathing an inſectious air, and the two ſexes 
"heaped together without diſtinction, although a mil- 
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ovincial hoſpitals, and four to thoſe of Paris. Yet even the pre- 

rence thus apparently promiſed to the latter was but a fallacious 

hope; for on Wale x =_ I 798, the NE Jouenne faid, — 

We are now in nth mant they have only recerved eight lun- 

. _  dred thouſand lures, n 1 ” 1 "Wy Th 

Incredible as it may r, the provincial hoſpitals have received 

a ſum proportionally - ſmall. At the time when Joueune com- 

plained of the diſtreſſed ſituation of thoſe of Paris, Géniſſieux re- 

plied, that © the adminiſtrators of the hoſpitals in the departments 

are conflantly and loudly camſilaining, and calling the attention of the 

| 9-7 rt to their ſituation. At Grenoble,” ſaid he, the found- 

ling hoſpital is 40,000 livres in arreay, and the infirmaries 60,000, I 

have no doubt fimilar cauſes of complaint exiſt in all the other de- 

partments. “ Here,” ſays the Moniteur, ©* innumerable voices cried 

out, 'YEs, "YES, THAT Is TRUE.” —Alas! it was ſo much too true, 

that four months after, Garat aſcended the tribune to declare, that 

during the year V1. a great number of the' fick and indigent died (in the 
public hoſpitals), to Thom neither BROTH nor BREAD could be given. 

Laporte had announced a few days before, that in conſequence 

of not being paid, the nurſes bring back the children, who are left to 


What adds to.the horrors of this abandonment of the fick and in- 
| digent is, that notwithſtanding the riſe in the price of wages, which 
. ought to have reduced their number, they ſeem to have increaſed in 
proportion to the diminiſhed reſources of the treafury to afford them 
relief. This is confirmed by a recent publication at Paris, by Citizen 
ay 7 WN ou 2 number of the Roos 4 
ars is inereaſed by two thirds, of which the government may eafily | 
convinced, by comparing their frreſent numbers with, that of former tumes.—1 
have no other knowledge of this work than through the e of 
the miniſter of the interior, who cauſed it to be anfwered in the Mo- 
niteur, ſaying, that the former, government concealed the number of the 
wretched to make 
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lion was voted merely for their ſeparation, and to pro- 


' tet them from contagious diſorders, which * ew, 


off as faſt as they are brought in. 

Another article of expenditure equally negleRed, 

is that of the public works, the dilapidation of whioh. 
becomes daily more rapid and more threatening. ,. . * 
Scarcely had the legiſlative body voted an incon- 
ſiderable relief to the inhabitants of the diſtrict of 
Dol, where the ſea · dykes had broken in, when they 
were informed by the Deputy Cholard, That the 
falt-pits of two departments had been inundated by. 
the ſea, and that ſome of the ſalt marſhes would re-. 


quire 2 or 300,000 livres to repair them, which was- 
equal to their former value.“ However ſerious this 


misfortune might be, the marine committee declared, 
two decades after, that in every quarter ſtill greater 
damages might be ſoon expected to take place; and 
the following extract from. his report may give ſome 
idea of the univerſal ruin of all thoſe monuments of 
human induſtry, whoſe number and magnificence- 
were once the admiration. of every traveller: % For 
ſome years paſt all the ports and harbours, whether 


commercial or warlike, have been choking up the quays 


are giving way; the light-houſes and buoys are fuccef-- 
ſively diſappearing; all the works intended ſor the 
ſafety of our navigation are daily ceaſing, to exit; the 
buildings belonging ta civil eſtabliſhments are falling 
to ruins.; and even now in the year vi. no funds have 


yet been applied t to 8 of the . urgent — 
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This however is merely the tate of affairs with re- 


| gard to the expenſes called national: that of the pub- 


lic works belonging to departments and municipali- 
ties is fill more deplorable, becauſe the deficit of the 
additional  faus, which ſhould have provided for keeping 
them in repair, has amounted, not merely to half, but 


to ſtve ſixths of their amount. Of this Fabre deſcribed 


the fatal conſequences i in a long ſeries of confeffions, 
which the urgency of affairs extorted from him on 
the 14th Auguſt 1798; when the taxes on conſumption 
propoſed for enabling each city to maintain its own 
eſtabliſhments were oppoſed as immoral. . Theſe 
taxes;” ſaid he, © are talked of as being immoral ; 


but the diſorder of the finances of the great com- 


munes, eſpecially of that of Paris, is far more im- 
mordl;"and produces much more deplorable conſe- 
quences. The poor are in a ſtate of the moſt dread- 
ful wretehedneſs; the fick are not aſſiſted, and expire 
without rollef on an infected bed ; the adminiſtrators, 
the judges; and the elerks in the public offices, re- 
ceive no pay; the tutors of colleges and ſchoolmaſters 
are in the greateſt diſtreſs; the police is ill regulated 
for want! of funds; the public health is impaired ; 
the public buildings are pulling down for want of the 


s moff urgent repairs; and the national monuments are 


in a ſtate of dilapidation, becauſe there are no funds 
for keeping them up. Such are the facts we oppoſe 
to the charge, and this without the leaft fear of being 


| accuſed of * exaggeration.” 


Thus at length it appears, that the Directory have 
only been enabled to linger out in the agonies of ex- 


piring debility, by neglecting he mo# urgent repairs ; 


( 283 ) | 
by ſtruggling in the convulſions of perpetual bank- 
ruptey; by applying all the receipts excluſively to 
the payment of their own ſalaries, ta thoſe of their 
miniſters, agents, and ſoldiers, and to the indemnities 
of the two Councils. How much longer, it may be 
aſked, will they be able to prolong their exiſtence in 
the midft of the victims, and the ruins, with which they 
are endeavouring to-fill up the abyſs already gaping 
beneath their feet? Alas! till they are reduced to their 
internal reſources; and till the neighbouring powers 


ſhall no longer ſuffer them to ſubſiſt, from day to day, 


on the plunder of their dominions. However ſoon or 


however late ſhall be their fall, I will venture to aſ- 


ſert, that the greateſt object of wonder to future hif- 


torians will be, that they have been able, without. 


the aid of paper, to ſtruggle during two ſucceſſive 


campaigns againft ſo immenſe a deficit, and that fiill 
their financiers ſeriouſly flatter them with the proſpect | 


af ſupplying it, and encourage them to proſecute the 
war, at the ſame time that they declare, willi truth, 
that it is in fact more expenſive than the continental war 
they have waged againft the whole of Europe has proved 
at any time ſince the commencement of hoſtilities ! * 
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weh. CHAPTER VIII. 


| Difference W the two Councils in their Opinion o 

tie Cauſe of the Deficit, and the proper Means of 
" filling it up. Abſurdity of their Theories of Finance. 

| . ee of "the Errors of the Economiſts on the Di/- 
order of the public Revenue, and on the Crimes of the 
me 


Ir is ſcarcely Senkel, that among the immenſe 
number of revolutionary writers who have treated of 
the cauſe of the deficit, Lecouteulx, Arnould, Lauſ- 
fat, and Bailleul alone ſeem to have ſuſpected that it 
arites from the impoveriſhment of the people ! © The 
ſtate,” fays the latter of theſe deputies, © conſiſts of 
all the citizens, and if they are rich, the government 
is rich; but if they are in miſery, the ſtate is poor. 
It is neither their want of inclination nor of civiſm 
that renders the collection of the taxes 0 difficult. 
Ir 18 THEIR WANT OF ABILITY *.” | 
All the other members of the Councils pay no at- 
tention to this diminution of ability, and either, with 


. Craſſdus, attribute the defalcation of the revenue to 


the extreme high rate f intereft ; or, with the miniſter 


awe 


lt muſt be remarked, Bailleul Goon not 18 ſpeak of their want 
of ſpecie, but of the diminution of their income, and the d 
tion of their capitals; for he took care to add this important obſerva- 
tion: Ve eee e cafitals of a nation. 


Every thing that n property is to them @ 83 


( 283 Y 
of finance, impute it to the frauds und negligence of the 
collectors *; or, with Bruſlẽ, declare that it ariſes ſolely 
from the ſcarcity of money, a popular idea, which, like 
many other erroneous ſyſtems, originates in miſtaking 
the effect for the cauſe. ws Fg 

If the inhabitants of France have in fact loſt half 
their gold and filver, it cannot be denied that this 
draining of ſpecie, added to the general want of cre- 
dit, is a great calamity; but we have already ſeen in 
the inventory of the capitals of France, that the loſs 
of their gold and filver is one of the leaſt misfortunes 
they have ſuffered by the revolution. In fact, if, as 
there is every reaſon to believe, they had no indif- 
penſable neceſſity for two milliards in ſpecie for 


———— 


See the Moaiteur' of the 28th November 1798, No. 68, in 
which is a circular of Ramel, wherein he complains to the general 
agents of the direct contributions, that the receifets are more and more 
tardy, efhecially fince the commencement of the year v1t. That miniſter 
aſſures them there would be no arrears if they had not violated the 
confidence which the government had hlaced in them, and afferts, that “a 

variety of intelligence bas convinced him that the deficiency 
in the receipts is rather to be attributed to the mz/aþplication of the 
public money, the frauds of the collectors, the careliſſugſi of the ſu- 
perintendents, and the ina:vity of the receivers, than to the unwill- 
angnefs of the people to pay.” | +" 
In the ſame diſpatches Ramel endeavoured to throw farther light 
on the a of the collectors, by wan « am informed that 
ſome of them ſend the garni/ers before they ſerve the notice, and that 
others bring executions on the defaulter on the very day when he is 
ſelling his proviſions at market to pay his taxes. Such perſecutions 
can only ariſe from a perverſeneſs of intention. I ſhall make a diſ- 
tinction between thoſe who only purſue gal meaſures, and thoſe who 
endeavour to render the government odious.” IF 

This circular, which points out ſome of the hidden cauſes of the 
deficit, and of its daily progreſs, may alſo explain the increafing de- 

ciation of all kinds of proviſions. It further explains how the cof- 

ors and their garnzſers are placed in the cruel alternative of doi 
either too much or too little, and thus either accelerating the fall of the 
government by rendering it odiows in caſe they act with rigour, or cauſing. 
it to Janguifh it they at all relax from the calls of their dutʒ. | 
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their pecuniary tranſactions, whatever excceded the 
ſum , really neceſſary was an unproductive capital. 


We may ſay more: for this dead ſtock, on which they 


placed ſo high a value, expoſed them to the ſame loſs 
that an individual would ſuffer, who, having a ſum of 
money-unemployed, ſhould, in lieu of laying it out in 
the purchaſe of a houſe or a field, keep it idle and 
unprofitable in his cheſt. In fhort, if it is true that 
before the revolution near half the ſpecie of France 
was buried in coffers, or depoſited in heaps with the 
notaries, the draining of this half has not been more 
prejudicial to the country than an epidemic diſorder 
that ſhould have carried off cattle to an equal value. 
In fact, it bas been a ſmaller evil, for the cattle 
would have multiplied, whereas gold and filver thus 
locked up produce nothing, and are of no uſe except 
as merchandiſe, or as a meaſure to appreciate the va- 
rious objects of barter, and a circulating medium to- 


pay ſor them. All chat part of the ſpecie of a coun- 


try which is not ſo employed i is to the inhabitants an 
abſolutely dead ſtock. 

Since the time Aden the celebrated Mr. Locke aid 
it down as a maxim, that geld. and ver conſtitute the 
riches of a ſtate, this idea has been ſo generally 
adopted, that, to compare the relative opulence of two. 
ſtates, many begin by computing the amount of their 
ſpecie; and this mode of judging has even been ad- 
mitted by the majority of intelligent merchants, But 
were theſe merchants aſked, whether they would take 
that as a criterion of the comparative riches of any, 
two of their correſpondents, they would reply, that 
nothing could be ſo erroneous. a guide; that {ilful 


. 
«merchants never keep more money by them than is 
abſolutely neceſſary for their daily tranſactions, and 
the payment of their acceptances; and that all the 
money they have by them more than they have occa- 
ſion for, expoſes them to an unneceſſary ſacrifice. 
In a word, they will reply, that it is of much lefs 
importance to know how many cus or guineas they 
have in ſpecie, than to know the contents of their 
warehouſes, the number of their ſhips, their debts 
and credits, and all their other ſpecies of property; 
andi that after thus forming an idea of the true ſtate 
of their affairs, we · need not be ſurpriſed if the one 


ſhould prove ten times as rich as the other, although 


| «<7 50008 aud 20 have one tenth as 1 
ney; 
This pte W the beſt iaslintiomofilbe 
true meaſure whereby to appteciate the riches of na- 
tions; but- as: almoſt. all the miniſſers uf the old 
French government had, as it were, only ſtudiad thepro- 
greſs of the national opulence bythe quantity of ſpocic 
an France at different periods, or the bullion-they car- 
Tied to the mint, we ought not to be ſurpriſed if the 
preſent governors, after having exhauſted: their on 
riches, attribute the impoverifhed ſtate of the er 
merely to the abſence of the precious metals. 
I take a third method See ee 
proceeds from my conſidering it as the moſt deeply 
implanted of all thoſe into: whichthe French govern- 
merit had fallen, and becauſe, while we are traaing 


back the cauſes and the hiſtory of the malady that 


is deſtroying that unhappy country, it is of 1gaport- 
ance that we ſhould not deceiye ourſelves, either with 
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reſpec to the Fmptoms, ü. ee ſeat and nature 
of her diſeaſGGG. 

The ſame man (Bailleut) nes "OY lately AS 
Iedged that the ſcarcity of money is not the true cauſe 
of the evil, has pointed out as a remedy the ſtrange 
meaſure:of a ning fund. Thoſe who are at all ac- 
quainted with the nature of this ſort of fund, know, 
3 in lieu of filling up a defcit, it would imply, on 
the contrary, an actual and permanent. ſrplus in the 
revenue. This probably Bailleul himſelf at length 
ee ſor after twice recurring to that expedient, 
be abandoned it, and confined. himſelf to demanding 
that the treaſury ſhould, without delay, pay the ſtock- 
holder the:intereſt of their conſoliduted third. This mo- 
tion may perhaps, at firſt ſight, appear equally fooliſh 
-withthe: other: but it is evident the creditors of the 
fate cannot pay their taxes and contributions unles 

they receive their dividends from the ſtate. 
lt would be uſeleſs to dilate any further on the ex- 
 travagances of certain orators, who pretended to doubt 
_ the exiſtence of a deficit, merely to authorize them- 
ſelves to refuſe farther ſubſidies. Ihe ſcenes that 
have taken place on this ſubject in the two Councils 
throughout the year vi. have ſo ſtrong a teſemblance 
to thoſe in which the unfortunate Gilbert took ſo large 
a ſhare, that the accounts of them ſeem to be a mere 
copy of the debates of the year v. On the one 
hand, ſeveral of thoſe who ſucceeded him in the tri- 
bune, have like him ſaid, that he bet tar, and the mof 
'agreeable to the people, is, EcoNOMY; that it is in fact the 
955 i branch of the . revemt GY and that * 
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are only its ſtewards, not the proprietors and ſovereign 
diſpenſers of it. On the other, the Directory have 
reſumed their ſormer conduct, and denounced to all 
true republicans the hydra of conſpiracy, who is con- 
tinually riſing anew to impede the re- organization of 
the finances. They have even covered the walls of 
Paris with placards, accuſing thoſe who refuſe the 
ſupplies, of. wiſhing: to aſſaſſinatè the republic, and 
give it a mortal blow.” This was repeating, word for 
word, the accuſation:which had a year before cauſed 
the party of Pichegru to be tranſported to Cayenne; 
and the Directory would doubtleſs have diſencum- 
bered themſelves in the ſame manner of their new 
opponents, had they not learned, by dear. bought ex- 
perience, that decrees of tranſportation are far from be- 
ing. productive to the national treaſury. Another 
point of ſimilarity between theſe two epochas is, that 
the party accuſed, in like manner, not of rayalhiin but 
of anarchy, have drawn new motives of oppoſition 
from theſe very reproaches .I know,” faid/Bi- 


2 1 . YES. "0 FRA! 


As theſe placards highly irritated the party againſt whom they 
were directed, and who feared that they ſhould appear intimidated | 
and cowardly if they acceded to the additional taxes, the new com- 
mittee appointed to propoſe them made uſe of the following turn 
to obliterate the memory of all theſe inſults: * Citizens, there js 
not one of you who is not ſtrongly impreſſed with the [iberticide ma- 
næuvres of ſome vile pramfuhleteers in the hay of the Engliſh government, 
and the indecent hand-bills with which the walls of Paris are covered 
by the hand of malevolence. The authors of theſe infamons writings 
have doubtleſs ſome very perfidious views, fince they endeavour to 
cauſe a diviſion between the executive and the legiſlative powers, and 
to make the nation believe that a part of their repreſentatives are-not 
willing to ſupply the Directory with the means of ſupporting the 
ſacred cauſe of Taberty, and rendering her triumphant.” - | 
Thus ſpoke Deſtrem on the th October; and a few days after he had 
thus attributed theſe Eberticide manæuvres to the Englifh government, 
the Directorial gazette, which has never been accuſed of being in the 
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„on the 24th Auguſt 1998, © that malevo- 
e is lying in wait to attribute to us ciminal inten- 
ions. Have not the ſovereign magiſtracy of the 
libellous placards already accuſed thoſe who do not ac- 
knowledge that an incregſe of taxes is juſt and falutary ? : 
Let us riſe above this new terror which it is attempted 
10 ſtrike into the minds of the legiſlators. Let us 
be bold to diſcuſs the intereſts of the people.” 
Lucien Buonaparte had already anticipated this 
otator, having ſeveral days before pointed out a mezzo 
© #ermino, which, he ſaid; would ſuperſede the neceſſity 
of an iucregſe of taxes, and afford the government 
all the reſources they required. The reader will 
imagine, perhaps, that the meaſure he was about to 
propoſe Was peace. By no means. His brilliant 
diſcovery was confined to ſtopping the progreſs of 
the plundet and immoralities of which he accuſed 
dhe army-contractors. According to him all that 
was tobe done was, to put a ſtop to the oppreſ- 
five and exorbitant terms impoſed by them on tlie 
miniſters. Wonderful to relate ! this ſtateſman had 
ſufficient weight with the Council of Five Hundred 
to induce them ſeriouſly to debate whether theſe ex- 
orbitant terms were the true cauſe of the deficit, or 
whether the deficit had rendered theſe contracts op- 


preflive and exorbitant; 2 queſtion which the logical 
orator Genius decided in a luminous manner r 
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pay of Mr. Pitt, Segue and amplified all theſe * woritings and 
8 hand-bills,-—* Some men there are, ſaid the RedaBeur of 
LE September, ( culo /cem to make a foint of diſſiuting every. inch 
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the following obſervation : * Thoſe who ſay that the 
terms of the contractors. ate exorbitant becauſe the 
| treaſury is empty, take the major for the minor. We 
ought rather to ſay, that the public treaſury is empty 
becauſe the terms of the. contracts are exorbitant.” 
This obſervation was ſo concluſive, that a thundering 
decree againſt the contractors was about to be paſſed 
to make them refund their unjuſt gain; when the 
debate was interrupted by intelligence, that, merely 
upon 'the motion of Lucien Buonaparte, they had 
| taken to flight, and that their retreat put the govern- 


ment in abeyance *, 
: r AS 25 2 
l „L Buonaperte had-boaſted In dhe outſet-of-che-denunciation-he . 
3 was Preparing againſt the robberies of the contractors, that he would 1 
call forth the cold feveat of criminality on the brow of more than one crimi- I 
t nal, This boaſting however called forth cold ſweat on no man's brow hi 
f except that of the unfortunate Ramel, who trembled at the idea of being % 
deſerted by the few contractors then in hisemploy. Hence he loſt no % 
1 time in endeavouring immediately to avert the menaced blow which . 
t impended over himſelf as well as the contraftors, and therefore pot A 
: liſhed, or cauſed to be publiſhed, in the Pirectorial gazettes of the 10 
— | 2d and n September, two violent invectives againſt the motion of 4 
| Lucien Buonaparte, In theſe papers, without attempting to conceal 4 
0 or. deny the exorbitant terms of the contracts complained of, they re 
d were juſtified by the Tmpeerious law of neceſſity, while this was attributed 4 
to the obſtinate refuſal of the taxes; and laſtly, to this refuſal was . 
d We” impure the retreat of the moſt honeſt of the contractors. '« 
2 amel however did not confine himſelf to theſe recriminations; 1 
; but had recourſe to the fertile pen of Saint-Aubin, who, in his apo- Y 
Mr | logy for this miniſter aud his contraftors, began with great ſhrewd- 2 
neſs * obſerving, that 10 77 very pleaſant to hear thoſe raiſe a hue and * 
A cy of Stop thief! wo do not fray therr lawful and acknowledged debts which 1 
al they have themſelves contracted; and that if we would with miniſters to 1 
| be economiſts, or make advantageous bargains, it is not enough 7 Y 
y decree Ja many millions tor ſuch an article of expenditure, and / 9 
. for another; for, added he, Hieſe decrees coſting nothing but Ad, 38 
5 and 4255 it would be ai eaſy to decree an equal number of milliards, - 1 
nd and that without being either richer or fuoorer. 854 "hw l 
of It muſt be confeſfed that the explanation of Saint-Aubin is a 
100 good defence both of the treaſury, which Genifſieux and Chabert 
of had called the head-quarters of the army of ſewindlers, and of the war 


department, which Chabert reproached with paying its contractors 


of 
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Another member, however, ventured to return to 
the charge. In lieu,” faid he, & of continually 
propoſing. new taxes, let us rather ſtudy to have leſs 
need of them, by practiſing in each branch of the 
public expenditure every ſpecies of economy of which 
it is ſuſceptible.” Thus ſpoke Marquezy on the 
3d October; and if he made leſs impreſſion on the 
Council than Lucien Buonaparte, it was becauſe he 
had, the wiſdom ſhall I call it, or the folly, to invite 
his colleagues to add example to precept, by re- 
nouncing the additional indemnity they had juſt de- 
creed into their own pockets, amounting to no leſs 
a ſum than 2,900,000 livres per annum *. As they 
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at leaft 30 per cent. above the real value. But Chabert alſo com- 
plained on the 6th Auguſt, that all the contract are fictitiaus and 
82 and that they are cancelled to give them to new creatures. 
Yet neither the treaſury, the Directorial gazette, nor Saint-Aubin, 
have attempted to Juſtify this duplicity in cancelling the contracts. 
* Since it is neceſſary to make reductions and retrenchments, 
added this deputy,” “ why is it not propoſed to reſcind the reſolu- 
tion, which, in the diftre/ſed circumſtances in which we are placed, 
has aggrieved. the public treaſury by granting you an additional in- 
demnity of 333 livres er month?“ | 
To anſwer this inquiry belongs to the hiſtory of the expenditure, 
which would require a ſeparate work, and would prove that the 
government of equality is, for a great nation, the moſt expenſive of 
all governments. Till Admiral Villaret had, at the tribune of the 
Council, pronounced that aſſertion, de. not deceive yourſelves, the 
throne of liberty is EXPENSIVE, the people of France did not ſuſ- 
pet, that the empty honour, they enjoyed of annually _ebplding 
one of their equals exalted to the ſupreme Sp. nm. would co 
them infinitely more than the Engliſh pay for the pomp of beredi- 
tary monarchy, and the maintenance of the various branches of the 
royal family.” We may fully convince ourſelves of this fact by caſt- 
ing our eyes over the deil liſt of the two Councils and of the 
Directory, which, however enormous it be, theſe pretended econom:/- 
of the public money are ever finding new pretexts for increaſin 
and for dividing among themſelves the laſt ſpoils of the people-king. 
The following is a fample of the harangue, by means of which 
Lecointre procured for the Directors an immediate grant of the 
3,500,000 livres they demanded on the 1 3th July to enlarge their 


. 
perceived, however, that merely preaching economy 
was not ſufficient to inſure the payment of theſe ad- 


— Kü 


1 


— 


. &« Tt is time,“ ſaid he, © they ſhould have a reſidence corre» 
ſponding with the glory they have acquired to the Great Nation. 
heir palace ought to be ſurrounded with all the moſt brilliant pro- 
ductions of the arts, Let us reſcue the national dignity from this 
ſpecies of ſant- culotiſin, into which ſome men have wiſhed to plunge 
it by purſuing ab/trad ideas. —At this 8 you owe a great repre- 
ſentation to Europe, for the eyes of all Europe are upon you.“ 

Let it be remembered, that the feriod which appeared ſo proper 
for voting 1,500,000 livres for the Directory, and twice that ſum to 
the two Councils, was the period when @ great number of the fick 
and indigent were dying in the hoſpitals, becauſe they could neither have 
broth nor bread; and when a tew thouſand &cus would have repaired 
the dykes of Dol, and prevented an inundation which two months 
afterwards reduced ten thouſand families to wander without relief, without 
an aſylum, and without the means of ſubſifence. 

Let it alſo be remembered, that all theſe new profuſions, which 
Mercier called truly republican, were decreed by the Councils a few 
weeks after they had loaded with applauſe the Deputy Lacuce, who 
addreſſed them in theſe terms: Before we provide for thoſe who have 
ferwed the refublic, let us take care of thoſe who compioſe it. 

"Laſtly, let it be remembered, that however often the word e 

is pronounced and re-echoed, whenever new taxes are propoſed, it 
is ſcarcely ever thought of when the expenditure is voted, On the 
6th November 1797, a member having in this manner oppoſed ſome 
revolutionary project ſupported by Dufay, he was immediately filenced 
by the latter, who cried out, Economy ! it is a miſerable idea! 
A little _— is nothing in competition with ſupporting the national 
5 In fact, it is economy to ſpend money with judgment; economy 
is but a ſecondary object when the matter in diſcuſſion is fublic 
order,” 

Dufay was not, however, the only member who held this lan- 
guage ; for, on nearly a fimilar occaſion, his colleague Eudes inſiſted, 
that economy ought not to degenerate into a trifling parſimony, unworthy of 
the firft nation in the world, On the 1 Hb June, Couturier, equally 
impreſſed with the advantage of repreſenting ſuch a people, moved 
that no ſalary to an ambaſſador, envoy, or other ſervant of the 
government, could exceed that of the deputies.” It might be ima- 

ined, perhaps, that the object of this motion was to reduce the ſa- 
aries of ambaſſadors ; far from it; the true object was to raiſe to 
that level thoſe of the members of both Councils, who thus allowed 
themſelves an additional indemnity for the expenſes of lodging, of the 
ſenatorial dreſs, and of a ſecretary. No ſooner had the legiſlative 
body gained this point, than they paſſed to the order of the day on 
the motion relative to the ambaſſadors, or, at leaſt, the buſineſs 
ended with a meſſage from the Directory, pointing out the impro- 
priety “ of placing them between penury and ſeduction, ar of ren · 
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| ( 292 ) 
ditional ſalaries, and that it was neceſſary to provide 


new funds from which they might be ſupplied, they at 


length proceeded to the diſcuſſion of the moſt eligible 
indirect taxes, to ſupply the deficiency of the direct. 


They conſented, though not without confiderable 
difficulty and oppoſition, to re-eſtabliſh the droits 
&oftrot, or duties on proviſions brought into Paris, 
which they decorated with the ſplendid name of o&r0: 
de bienſniſance. But as their produce 1s appropriated 
to the local expenſes of the department, and not 
to that of the ation at large, which was the object 
in contemplation, the committee of finances ven- 
tured, at length, to pronounce the word /alt- duty, 
which they frankly declared to be the mw UNE pro- 


: ductive financial reſource. 


This was the fignal of alarm for the moſt violent 


enemies of the old government,' among whom Bi- 


gonnet, in particular, ſtated, a dilemma which cer- 
tainly has conſiderable force, and which has been 


_ conſtantly addgced whenever it has been in agitation 


to "revive any of the old taxes. Either, ſaid. he, the 


taxes to be re-eſtabliſhed. are unjusT, or the revolution 


which aboliſhed them was itſelf an act of 1nJusTICE. 
Couturier added, that they were /e many Beps towards 
reſtoring the old: government; and another member 


| ed, * that "AT. would e give. birth to 


— ta. th. m ines 4 
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Jering it 8 to off thoſe tbevied miflivs to men (0s War 
prouney, intelligence, and crviſm,”  Scarcely was the reading of this 
ge concluded, when Deſtrem, the reporter of the committee 

of finances, fu gorted it by declaring, . that every agent in foreign 
on ought to have a falary conſiſtent with the character of a repre- 
ntative of the Great Nation, and calculated to preſerve a. medium 


x between oſtentatious pomp and degrading ob/curity."* 
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Hangerous compariſons ; and that the enemies of the 
republic would infallibly point theſe out to the 
people.” | 

In anſwer to this, Riou adduced an argument no 
leſs candid than. inſtructive. “ There is one dan- 
gerous prejudice,” replied he,“ very important to be 
deſtroyed ; that of imagining that the object of the 
revolution was to deſtroy the indirect taxes. , On the 
contrary, it appears to me that the indirect taxes were 
aboliſhed -to facilitate the revolution. The monarch 
then upon the throne was to be overturned, and 
therefore the channels were to be cut off by which 


/ 


that gold which enabled him to maintain his power 


flowed into his coffers. Hence, if to abolith royalty 
we repealed the taxes by which the royal treaſury 
was ſupplied, we ought ſurely to conclude, that to 
ſapport the republican government we muſt take an 
oppoſite line of conduct.“ This concluſion would 
haye been tolerably juſt, .if, at the ſame time, when 
be. conſeſſed that the revolution had been facilitated by 
aboliſhing the taxes, Riou could have warranted, that 


the revival of them would not facilitate à counter-re- 


volution ; or had he been able to refute the aſſertion 
of Groſcaſtand, that /e fpprefſion of the tax on ſalt 
had made as many REPUBLICANS as ils re-eſtabliſhment 


would make malecontents. This was the rock which 


another member immediately pointed out in other 
terms. Docs then the republic conſiſt, with regard 
to the people, in an empty word, or an abftraft theory? 
No; it confiſis wholly in the nature of taxation, in 


its moderation, the juſtice of its aſſeſſment and dif- 
tribution, and in the advantages, the protection, and 
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the ſecurity it procures for the lower claſſes of fo- 
ciety ..“ This was clearly acknowledging, that if 
the burden of the new taxes be equal to that of the 
old, it is of little conſequence to the lower claſſes 
whether they pay them into a royal or a republican 
treaſury ; and that if this laſt term is not a protection 
againſt taxes, it is to them a word totally deſtitute of 
meaning. Whence it appears, that the true queſtion 
which was then, and long will be, under diſcuſſion 
in both the Councils, and which will long remain 
undecided, is the choice of the alternative, whether 
to ſuffer the republic to expire in a conſumption 
through a refuſal of the taxes, to the abolition of 
which it owed its birth, or to expoſe it to a violent 
death, by demanding theſe taxes of the new republi- 
cans, who conſider the republic as conſiſting wholly 
in the certainty of being for ever delivered from their 
burden, 2 

This danger decided the queſtion ; and as the ſalt- 
duty was rejected by an immenſe majority , it is evi- 


"EN CO AIR 


* — 


* André. See the Moniteur of the 6th September, No. 350. 

_ + This victory was in a great meaſure owing to the eloquence of 
Groicaſtand, who conj his colleagues not to give the enemy 
room to ſmile by taking a retrograde ſtep; and to remember, that the 
patriots tot up arms but to deſtroy the tax upon ſalt. 

This is not, however, the only republican who now gives it out, 
that it was not for the deſtruction of the Baſtille, but of the taxes, 
that the ſovereigu- people roſe in arms. When Villers propoſed the 
tale of licences for fiſhing in the navigable rivers and canals, Piſon 
du Galand began a ſeries of lamentations and confeſſions : “It is 
with great regret,” ſaid he, © that I obſerve almoſt the ſame inſti- 
tutions reorpantzing, as thoſe which the night of the 4th —_— ought 
to have buried in eternal oblivion. I Ezow that it may be uſetul, 
and even neceſſary, to place in the hands of the national authority 
duties which we aid well then to tear from the hands of our tyrants. 
I hw, that whole ages have, as it were, intervened between us and 
that immortal æra of our revolution; but how frequently have attempts 
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dent that the victorious party of the 18th Fructidor 


have purſued preciſely the ſame fteps with which 
they reproached the vanquiſhed, and that the year v1. 
has paſſed like the year v. in viſionary ſchemes of 
finance, in declamations againſt abuſes, and in pro- 


* —_ 


been made to bring us back to it? and ought we not, above all 
things, to examine whether the time is come to approximate ſo nearly 
in our meaſures to the horrid uſurpations of feudality; and whether it 


is not extremely dangerous to let the people imagine, that we are 


preparing for them inſtitutions ſimilar to thoſe, the deſtruction of 
which was to them a day of happineſs and emanciation? But the 
public good demands this meaſure !—the ſtate of our finances impe- 


riouſly demands that no delay ſhould retard its adoption land I am 


. 

It appears then that Groſcaſtand broke the fence which this diſ- 
creet member boaſted of jre/erving; and that he ſaid enough to 
enable us to judge of the propriety of the modeſt advice which Peres 
had a few days before addreſſed to the kings of Europe; „At 
length let them learn,” ſaid he, © that the republic is immoveably 
eſtabliſhed. —Yes, it is INDESTRUCTIBLE—YZts head touches the hea» 
vent, and its foundations, deeply rooted in the bowels of the earth, will 
brave the frower of time. — And thou, proud Albion, who obſtinately 
perſiſteſt in preſerving the empire of the ſeas, tremble for thy deſtiny ; 
thy laſt hour afyfiroaches.” This prediction may be ſeen in the Moni- 
teur of the 6th July, which ſtates that the Council of Elders or- 
dered it to be fir inted. | 

A few days after having thus voted by acclamation the inaeſtructi- 
bility of the republic, when the Directory came to declare to the 
two Councils that it could not be immoveably effabliſied, but on a 


ſyſtem of taxation calculated to bring the receipts and the expendl - 
ture to an equilibrium; and when for this purpoſe they propoſed the 


re-eſtabliſhment of the duties on articles of conſumption; Fabre him- 
ſelf, who was the youre promoter of it, could not help confefling, 
that ſome oc muſt be ug rh on the part of the republicans. 
May not an intriguer,” he ingenuouſly aſked, make uſe of it 
to oppoſe the government, and thus ir ai the preofele, who are ſo eafily 
irritated in all matters of finance? 

It is unneceſſary to add, that the orator eaſily overcame this fear, 
and obtained the decree for the re-eſtabliſhment of the octroi, or 
duties on proviſions brought into towns; but as they have not yet 


ventured to collect them, except at the barriers of Paris, where the 


Directory have a ſtrong force, it remains to be ſeen how they will 
conduct themſelves with thoſe republicans of the provinces who 


took fe arms to defirey the very taxes which the government are now 
engeavouring to revive. | | | 
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( 296 ) 
miſes of economy *; in decreeing largeſſes, in la- 
mentations on the increaſing deficit, in empty boaſts 
of the inerhauſtible reſources of France, in threats of 
making a gran display of her reſaurces, and in obſti- 
nate reſuſals to decree any really productive tax that 
might give -birth to dangerous compariſons, It is true, 
the refuſing party generouſly offered to ſupply the 
place of the falt-duty by taxes on luxury: but Bail- 
leul, who had been the great defender of the former, 
oppoſed, in his turn, with all the force of his ora- 
tory, every idea of excluſively taxing the rich. He 
maintained, that they have already been obliged 
to renounce every gratification that might betray 
their riches ; that they have all put on he uniform of 
mediocrity, and taken their money out of the circy- 
lation, to bury, it in the earth, and eſcape -taxation 


that if ſuch taxes are light, they produce nothing; 
if they are heavy, the rich renounce their enjoy- 


ments ; and then not only the national treaſury re- 


— 1 


. 
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* On the 4th November 1797, Baraillon declaimed on that topic 
in a very edifying ſpeech, in which he complained of the enormity. 
of the expienditure ; that it increaſed every day; that the ſituation * 
the 8 was in oppoſition with that of its finances, which had 
become the tub of the Danaids ; that they continually propoſed pre- 
tendedly republican inſtitutions, which were in reality infinitely ex- 

nfive; and that // abuſes, which were devouring its vitals, were 

ffered not only to ſubſiſt, but even to propagate and increaſe, 
This ſpeech made fo ſtrong an tank? ah on the Council of Five 
Hundred, that they inſtantly appointed a committee of eleven mem- 
bers, to preſent their views on cconmmy and reform. 

After an interval of eight months, in which 20 views 1 
Savary aſked, whether they had not made any frogre/s in their work z 
on which the Moniteur of the 2oth June ſtates, that ſeveral mem- 
bers cried out, No, no; there is nothing done. The two Councils now 
conceiving themſelves inſulted, thought it time to undertake this 


—_— 
_— —_— 


duty themſelves; which they performed by voting themſelves 2,900,000 


livres for additional indemnitzes, and allowing the Directory 1, 500,009 
to enlarge their palace. | 


* 
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ceives nothing, but thouſands of the poor languiſh 
under an increaſe of miſery.— I am not advancing 
any thing,” ſaid Bailleul, © but what we have already 
witneſſed ; and J maintain, that if we do not wiſh 10 
cruſh and deftroy the working people, the tax ought to be 


laid on the neceſſuries of life, or on other equivalent 


objects. | 
This doctrine muſt have appeared to the partiſans 
of equality truly ibertisidal, and particularly firange 
from Bailleul *. But it will be thought perhaps ſtill 
more ſingular, that this converted Jacobin was over- 
thrown the next day (the 2d October 1798) by a 
new opponent, named Groſcaſtand, who only aſked 
for four and twenty hours to anſwer him, and 
whole ſpeech merits the moſt diſtinguiſhed attention. 


„ Decree a tax on domeſtic animals, and on thoſe 


Ip 


— — - _ 7 / . —— 


* Saint - Aubin conſtantly maintains the ſame theory in ã ſeries of 
ſmall publications; in which he has obſerved with great acuteneſs, 
that all taxes on luxury, in lieu of falling excluſively on the rich, 
fall in reality on whole clafſes of working people, who manufacture 


of ſell the articles taxed; ſo that, in lieu of being called taxes on 


luxury, they ought to be named taxes oz miſery. 

In his indignation at the rejection of the tax on ſalt, he has pub- 
liſhed a work, aſſerting chat many of his friends have declared, that 
they rejected it, not becauſe it was in it/eff a bad tax, but becauſe 
at the preſent time it appeared y9/iric,i un/ofpular, and dangerous. 

It is not very eaſy to decide between Saint-Aubin and thoſe 
friends whoſe confidence he has thus revealed ; for if, as we muſt 
believe, they are or yh Wear their firſt duty is not to ſupport 
the government of e uſurpers by meaſures which would accele- 
rate the reſtoration of th- lawſul king. In fact, it is probable the 
revival of the gabelle would remove one of the chief barriers that 


oppoſes the re-eſtabliſhment of the monarchy ; and in this point of 


view, as well as many others, (retet very juſtly obſerved, that 
renew the taxes of the 5! poverrment was out of the wer of the refubiic. 
Hence it s natural, that the friends of Saint- Aubin ſhould be afraid 
ol decreeing a counter- revolution by reviving them, as the parlia- 
ments decreed the revolution by refuſing ts regiſter the new taxes 
propoſed, which were to prevent {uch a change by covering the deficit. 
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kept for pleaſure, ſuch us ſporting- dogs, lap - dogs, 
&. — Treble the tax on carriages hung on ſprings, 


lay a tax on plate glaſs, fix a maximum for the in- 


come of honeſt induſtry, and ſeize the overplus as 
an infallible ſign of peculation. Raiſe a forced loan 


on fortunes of coloſſal fize made during the revolution, 


the poſſeſſors of which were formerly /agkeys, though 
they now take the title of Monſieur, and almoſt that of 


| Marquis; thus aſſuming the airs of their former 


maſters, whoſe eſtates they have ſeized upon. —Decree 
alſo that ſingle men ſhall pay three times the amount 
of their land-tax, poll-tax, mobiliary and ſumptuary 
taxes. 

Bailleul knew not how to reply to this fine ha- 


rangue, in which the ſpeaker thus obſiinately adhered 


to all the firſt principles of Jacobiniſm ; whereas the 
former had not only gradually abandoned them, but 
Had appealed to the events that had taken place, and 
called his accomplices to witngſ, that to declaim 
againſt the. rich was to conſpire againſt the middling 
claſſes, to add to the privations of the poor, and to 
dry up the reſources of the public revenue. 

We muſt not however be ſurpriſed, if the new 
committee of finances gave the palm of victory to 


his antagoniſt. Between the fear of forfeiting their 
popularity like the preceding committee, and the 
numerous meſſages ſent them in rapid ſucceſſion by 


the Directory, to remind them of their engagement 


10 raiſe the national receipts to a level with what is 
deemed the neceſſary expenditure, they at length de- 
clared by Deſtrem their reporter, © that the deficit 
requiring to be filled up for the year v11. is not 200 
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millions, as was pretended, but fiſty-five; that it 
would be provided for. without recurring to a duty on 
alt, by reſources ariſing from luxuries, but by no means 
Mecting the neceſſaries of life; and that forty-five 
millions might be provided for by taxing coach gate- 
ways, windows, balconies, chimneys, carriages, 
and draught and ſaddle horſes. — We muſt not,” 
added the reporter, © loſe the fruits of all the facri- 
fices we have made. The government my be enabled 
to filence thoſe intriguing cabinets, who ought to 
have reſpected the ſleeping hon.” 

The Council of Five Hundred were yet dilating 
with the firſt tranſports of joy on hearing theſe two 
intereſting pieces of intelligence, and were again 
about to perſonate the ſleeping lion, when Saint- 
Aubin thought proper to adjourn their ſleep, by pub- 
liſhing a ſhort work, which overthrew the magnifi- 
cent apparatus we have deſcribed. He there aſſerted, 
on the authority of the miniſter of finance, that the 
deficit would be infinitely greater than was ſtated : 
he prognoſticated, that the produce of theſe taxes 
on luxury would have no exiſtence but on paper, 
and would not amount to one tenth of what was ex- 
pected. He concluded by expoſing the errors of the 
committee, who, in lieu of propoſing indirect taxes, 
as they imagined, had brought forward nothing but 
a mere addition to the poll and land-tax; for the 
exorbitance and unproductiveneſs of which they were 
appointed to find a remedy. Thus while the deficit 
is on every fide undermining this expiring republic, 
its founders are ſtill ſeriouſly diſputing about prong 
Principles, about the comparative advantages of direct? 


„ 
or indirect taxation, and the propriety of laying them 
on the rich or on the poor *. In this crowd of diſ- 
putants no one ſeems to have ſuſpected, that there 
exiſts not perhaps in finance one abſtradt truth, not 
one principle or maxim, but muſt bend to local 
and temporary circumſtances, and is true or falſe 
in its application, according as it relates to a nation 
that is rich, poor, or moderately opulent, and ac- 
cording as it is agricultural, manufacturing, or 
commercial. But before they debate whether any 
particular tax be better or worſe, more or leſs pro- 
ductive than another, they have not even thought 
of inveſtigating the inconſiderable amount of the 
trifling ſuperfluities which, in their preſent impove- 
Tiſhed ſtate, they can apply to the public revenue. 
Ten years ago. they imagined, that to bring the ſcience 
of finance to perfection, it was enough to commute 


* We are all agreed,” ſaid Marquezy, * on the fatal neceſſity of 
an increaſe of taxes. | We only differ on the queſtion, whether theſe 
taxes ſhall weigh chiefly on the rich or on the oor,” This queſtion 
it is not very eaſy to decide, if it muſt be anſwered este in 
favour of the one or the other; and it becomes ſtill more difficult 
when it is alſo to be determined, whether the tax ought to be di 
or indirect. Hence the difference of opinions was ſo great, that one 
of the logicians of the Council gave a ſummary of all theſe debates 
by faying, that it appeared to him that g4inions were DIVIDED wvith 
regard to the DIREET of INDIRECT taxation, and that they were ftill Iefs 
agreed in their CHO1LCE of taxes. We ought not therefore to be ſurpriſed, 
it the diſcuſſion itſelf having divided the opinions more and more, 
Arnould concluded by complaining to his colleagues of their prodi- 
gious fecundity of argument on every /jrecies of tax. Still leſs ought we 
to be ſurpriſed, if Villers endeavoured to put an end to this fecun- 
dity of argumentation on the 8th Auguſt, by ſaying, J is certain 
there tarot 'exrft one goad tar; all are burdenſome and hurtful ; but, in 
et words, taxes are INDISPENSABLE, 
Great care was taken not to hold ſuch language to the people at 
the beginning of the revolution, when, to overturn the monarchy, 
they were invited to cut of” the channels which alone furnifted it with the 
\ means of heefing its groutd. ... i 
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all the other taxes into one; they now proclaint, 
that the whole art conſiſts in varying them: and 
whenever one of theſe empirics aſcends the tribune 
to point out a new object of taxation, the majority 
of his audience imagine they have really diſcovered a 
new reſource, But had they condeſcended to open 
the book of experience, they would have perceived, 
that the taxes which bear upon the rich in propor- 
tion to their fortune, or on the poor in proportion to 
their conſumption, are nearly equally juſt and equally - 
advantageous, provided the former are properly pro- 
portioned to the latter. They would then have learnt, 
that the whole art of rendering a tax productive con- 
fiſts in gradually habituating the people to the payment 
of it, ſo as neither to retrench too ſuddenly from the one 
what they conſider as neceſſaries, nor from the others 
what they conſider as their chief enjoyments; and in 
ſo laying it, as to have ſufficient time to learn what 
methods will be employed to elude it; and alſo the 
higheſt point to which in time it may be raiſed with- 
out paſſing the line beyond which its produce would 
diminiſh. It is by being too precipitate in eſtabliſhing 
new taxes that the revolutioniſts of France have failed 
in all their attempts; but having, as they imagined, 
taken liberty by aſſault, they determined alſo to 
eftabliſh their finances in the ſame manner. Time 
will ſhow, whether, by thus exceeding all bounds in 
their meaſures of finance, they will not accelerate | 
and facilitate the return of the lawful king, 'by af. 
fording him the happy proſpect of ſuppreſſing ſome 
of the preſent taxes without incurring any diminution 
of his revenue, and of reducing the land- tax to leſs 
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than half its preſent rate, with a certainty of render- 
ing it more productive than thoſe who eſtabliſhed'it. 
Incredible as it may appear, in the midſt of theſe 
extravagant ideas Daunou, prefident of the Council 
of Five Hundred, declared with exultation, that 
the revolution had filled the French nation with 7% 
ideas, cauſed all prejudices to vaniſh, and made them 

acquainted with their own ſtrength. 

But even the ecſtafies of this enthuſiaſt are out- 

done by a ſpeech of Arnould, wherein he congratu- 
lates his countrymen on the great progreſs the ſcience 
of economy has made of late years; and, in proof of this 
aſſertion, appeals 20 the fiſcal opinions wg by the 
members of both Councils. 
* To give a juſt and complete idea of their progreſs 
in this comprehenſive ſcience, it may not be amiſs 
here to mention the three great ſtandards by which 
they boaſt of meaſuring, with the utmoſt exactneſs, 
the comparative reſources of two countries, whether to 
ſupport a national debt or to pay taxes: and theſe 
ſtandards have been diſplayed with great pomp and 
oſtentation by the three men who are confidered at 
Paris as oracles in finance. 

After having compared the national debt of France 
with that of England, not by the amount of the in- 
tereſt they owe, but by the nominal capitals which 
they do not owe, Saint-Aubin began to compare their 
reſpeclive burdens by their quantities of ſpecie. © Sup- 
poſing,” ſaid he, “that we had only 1600 millions in 
ſpecie, we ſhould only have three ccus of debt for one &cu 
in ready money; whereas in England there are above 
Fifteen Io one.” Not to mention that this account of 
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N : 
the number of ccus in the two countries may be far 
from exact, it reſembles that of a man, who, to ap- 
preciate the fortunes of two rival ſuitors for his 
daughter, ſhould decide by the number 'of guineas 
each of them might happen to have in his purſe, or 
his deſk *. Bir ; 
It is true, this writer, who is a profeſſor in legiſlation, 
had in reſerve two other ſcales of compariſon no leſs 
certain than the former. TT 
One of theſe was a compariſon of the debts.of each 
empire with the number of ſquare miles they contain. 
“ France,” ſaid he, ©* confiſis of 124 millions of 
acres, and her debt is but forty livres per acre ; whereas 
that of England amounts to 150.” This, we muſt 
confeſs, is a moſt flattering mode of appreciation for 
ſome countries: Sweden, for inſtance, bas nearly 
twice the extent of territory contained in France; 
whence it follows, that in caſe of need ſhe can con- 
tract twice as great a debt, and has twice as powerful 
reſources to ſupport it. | 
The other mode was, to eſtimate the capital of the 
debt by its proportion to the reſpective. population of 
the two countries; by which ſpecies. of arithmetic 
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This reaſoning, however, appeared ſo concluſive to the writer, 
that he immediately drew from it the following concluſion: It 
would be better,“ ſays he, “ to have 24,000 livres fer amum on the 
great book of the republic, than 1000. ſterling per anuum in the follo 
volumes of the national debt of England.“ e | 

It is much to be hoped, that the civiſm of Saint-Aubin may not 
have drawn him into any exchange of this nature; for ſoon after 
his publication the decree of bankruptcy ſwept off two thirds of 
theſe 24,000 livres inſcribed on the great book of the republic; nor 
can the remaining third be ſold in the market for the price of the 
original intereſt, while any one having 1000. fer annum on the folio / 
volumes of the Engliſh national debt may receive for it eighteen or 
nineteen years purchaſe. Te We TIN NW 
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Saint-Aubin diſcovered, that 960 livres were the 
proportion of each Engliſhman, while only 160, or 
at moſt 172, fell to the lot of every Frenchman ; 
our individual burden therefore, concluded _ bs, at 
moſt, one fexth of theirs * 

This new mode of rikinig the "= . 
to Lecouteulx ſo infallible, that on opening the 
budget of the year vi. he made uſe of it with the 
moſt brilliant ſucceſs, to draw a compatiſon of the 
burdens the two nations would be called on to bear 
during the following campaign. After ſhowing that 
all the contributions to be levied on thirty millions of 
Frenchmen only amounted to eighteen livres and a 
third each, including all ages and both ſexes, he laid 
it down with the ſame perſpicuity, that thoſe de- 
| minded by Mr. Pitt would amount to thirty-ſix livres 
and four ſous each, or /wice as meſs as will 1 War ” 
mew mu ne tn, 6 

Thomas Paine, who had alſo 9055 e his at- 
tention to the ſcience of economy, took up the pen 
to proclaim this grand diſcovery, and to convince the 
Great Nation; which be calls the ch nation, that 
their extenſive territory. and mumerous population render 
that burden light to ien, which. would cruſt England. 
17 is not; added he, the weight of the burden, but the 
am ber, of thoſe who dre to awd 5 Hus engers it com- 
poratively 1 heavy or light , dt Sk: e bs, 

Tien 45 this. arti, i it was « commonly ima- 
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gined that the weight of a burden was in a com- 
pound ratio of the number and 8rRENGTH of thoſe 
who are Io bear it: but as to the taxes, I am led 
to believe there are ſome caſes wherein this weight 
is in a direct ratio to the firength of the people, but 
in an inverſe ratio to their numbers. This, at leaſt, 
was the opinion of Monteſquieu, who ſaid, © that 
a great population is ſometimes one of the principal 
cauſes that oblige a wiſe government to demand but 
very light taxes; and that wherever the neceſſities of 
the individual abſorb all that is produced, little or nothing 
is left for the neceſſities of the fate. | 

This is the true ſolution of the problem“; for were 
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The extravagances of Saint-Aubin, Lecouteulx, and Thomas 
Paine, deſerved expoſition the more, becauſe they had been broached 
and adopted long before the revolution, and have been conſtantly 
brought forward with new ſucceſs whenever it was intended to per- 
ſuade the people of France that Great Britain was on the eve of 
bankruptcy. The conſtant expectation of this — 7 in which 
they have been as conſtantly diſappointed, has contributed more than 
is generally imagined to the prolongation of the three laſt wars, if 
it has not given birth to them. It is now four years ſince I took 
up the pen to warn the French nation againſt the falſe ideas that are 
circulated among them relative to the finances of England; and I then 
felt {6 ſtrongly the neceflity of placing theſe hiſtorical facts before 
them, that I even commenced a complete hiſtory of Britiſh finances; 
in which I was encouraged by the idea, that many of the govern- 
ments on the continent might derive from it very uſeful leſſons, and 
find in it the model for the beſt ſyſtem of finance that has yet 
exiſted. - I had even ſent the firſt volume of this work to the preſs ; - 
but I ſoon perceived that the taſk was as yet above my ſtrength. 

Thoſe of the French who are deſirous of acquiring ſome ele- 
mentary ideas on Britiſh finances, ſhould read an Ey on Circulation 
and on Credit, publiſhed thirty-ſeven years ago by a Jew named 
Pinto. For although it is, as the title imports, merely an eſſay, it 
is the beſt work exiſting on that comprehenſive ſubject; and what 
particularly ſtruck me, is, that the author undertook this treatiſe in 
176r with the ſame view. that induced me to reſume it. He wiſhed 
to enlighten the feople of France, tho are totally ignorant, ſays he, of the 
reſources of England. He reproaches the writers of the former with 
having miſſed that nation on 4 ſubjett on which it is extremely important 1 
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the taxable income of the French and Engliſh na- 
tions preciſely the ſame, were the ſame taxes impoſed, 
and ſhould the one be twice as populous as the other, 
the former, muſt unavoidably reſerye twice as large a 
proportion of their incomes for the wants of the people 
themſelves previous to providing for thoſe of the fate. 
If therefore, notwithſtanding the inſtitution of gar- 
niſers, the French nation have not been able to 
devote to their public expenditure a third part of 
what they formerly appropriated to that object, we 
may juſtly infer that all, or nearly all, their income 
is abſorbed by the neceſſities of the people x. 

Their impoveriſhment is doubtleſs the principal 
cauſe ; but there is alſo another which muſt have 
more or leſs contributed to produce this immenſe 

- deficit ; I mean the abolition of all the taxes to which 
the nation had been accuſtomed, and which the 
economiſts perſiſted in utterly deſtroying, that they 


them to be well informed. They lightly believe what they ardently wiſh, and 
imagining England ta be deftitute of reſources notwithſtanding her great 
Succeſſes, flatter themſelves from day to day with an aßhruaching bank- 
rufetcy, which would throw the whole country into confuſion, I HAVE 
MADE IT APPEAR, adds Pinto, THAT THIS IS A MERE ILLUSION, 
Here, however, the Jew was himſelf deceived. The zen till 
continues, and we may be certain it will only be diſpelled to ariſe 
anew whenever a new war ſhall break out. 
* . Lauflat has at length had the candour to admit the truth of 
this inference, and had even the courage to. proclaim, it from the 
tribune. In giving their report, however, of this ſpeech, the editors 
of the Moniteur have thought proper to alter the moſt delicate part 
of it. But the deputy wrote to them on the following day (28th 
December 1798), inſiſting, that it would be ſapremely unjuſt and 
vicious to determine the general contribution rigorouſly. in propor- 
tion to the population. It is in this point of view,” added he, © that 
I have maintained; that a tax which is a part taken from the ſuper- 
| fluous income of individuals, and appropriated, to the revenue of 
ne ſtate, mult necgſſarily be /mall in a country, however populous, if, 
owing e PECULIAR CIRCUMSTANCES, 4 great hart of that frofuulation 
are frofſeſſed only of the ABSOLUTE NECESSARIES of life. 


.. 
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6 
might have the glory of raiſing another political edli- 


fice upon foundations entirely new. 
Admitting, for a moment, that it would have been 


wiſe to confine taxation to land, it would have re- 


quired infinite management and precaution to pre- 
pare the farmers, land-owners, and conſumers, for 
ſuch a meaſure ; and, as Mr. Gentz has very judi- 
ciouſly obſerved, when ſpeaking of the danger of 
introducing new modes of taxation, * when the 
eſtabliſhed proportions and diſtributions of the taxes 
are ſuddenly changed, the people will often reſiſt a 
tax which, though in fact lighter than that for which 
it is ſubſtituted, appears to them much more op- 
preſſive. Such a change ought to be effected by de- 


grees, for by degrees the Pe were habituated to | 


the eſtabliſhed tax. . 
I am free to confeſs, that I, in ſome RY im- 


pute to the economiſts the expropriations that have 


ruined France, and thrown it into confuſion. Not 
that I accuſe them of foreſeeing the conſequences of 
their ſyſtem, and ſtill leſs of wiſhing for ſuch ca- 
lamities; but I maintain, that this raſh attempt ſud- 
denly to metamorphoſe every thing, as it were, with 
the ſtroke of a magic wand, has driven the govern- 
ment, whom they thus left deſtitute of legitimate ways 


and means, to the criminal reſources they have 
adopted r. Thus were they obliged to recur to the 
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* See Schreiben an Se, Majeſfat den Kinig von Pienſſe — 
Nillelm III. b Thronbefteigung, vom Krieg ſrath Fr. Genta, 1597. 
+ Lecouteulx maintains preciſely the ſame opinion in the work 
2 quoted: © Never,” ſays he, (would a ſyſtem of terror have 
given birth either to maximum or requiſitions; ferhafr it would not 
even have exifted, had thoſe who were then at — thought it 
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ſpoliation of the clergy, which was ſucceeded by the 
invention of aſſignats, and theſe furniſhed the means 
of realizing the lands of the clergy immediately after 
their ſeizure. The next ſtep was to perſecute the 
rich, and thus compel them to emigrate. Soon aſter, 
they confiſcated the lands even of thoſe who did not 
emigrate; till at length they found the ſhorteſt way 
was to carry them in crowds, and by cart-loads, to the 
Place de la Revolution, there (if we may adopt their 
too-exprefſive phraſe) to coin money (battre monnoie). 
Yes, I repeat, that the cauſe of this original inunda- 
tion of crimes was the dereliction of the old ſyſtem 
of taxation, the popular war declared againſt it 
during twenty years by the economiſts, and the 
triumph they obtained over it in 1790. This was the 
motive of the Deputy F. Harmand accuſing them of 
having wielded the faulchion of experiment among the 
people, as they would cut a block of marble, without re- 
gretting the waſte. This too was the cauſe of that 
exclamation of Paſtoret, which his countrymen will 
repeat for a long period of years to come: © The 
empire of the paflions is aQive and turbulent, the 
profreſs of reaſon flow and tardy. A fingle moment 
is enough for the fiends of deſtruction to complete 
their work, but it requires a long ſucceſſion of years 
to repair the evils with which they infeſt the earth.“ 
F. Harmand, on the 4th June 1797, when conſi- 
dering the evils inflicted on his country by the eco- 


poſſible to find ſufficient reſources to anſwer the national exigencies 

means of public credit, or a good ſyſtem of finance.” | 
The decrees of the economiſts were ſo ſpeedily ſucceſsful in an- 
nihilating the public revenue, that the receipts for the year 1790 did 
not exceed 250 millions. r 
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nomiſts, made ſuch important confeſſions, and deli- 
vered ſuch ſalutary and well-exprefſed advice, that 
J conſider it a duty to tranſcribe it here, for the 
inſtruction of thoſe nations whom his countrymen 
are ſtill endeavouring to ſtir up, by promiſing to 
reſcue them from the taxcs of which they complain. 

ce If thoſe who follow after revolutions, thoſe who 
contemplate them from afar, and thoſe who prepare 
the way for them, knew how much it coſts the hu- 
man race to deſtroy even an oppreſ{ve government, 
and eſtabliſh a new one, the partiſans of innovation 
would be far leſs numerous; and if they thought it 
their duty to propoſe a falutary reform, they would 
at leaſt avoid a thoughtleſs precipitation, and would 
wait till time, perſuaſion, and the natural progreſs 
of human affairs, ſpontaneouſly cauſe thoſe abuſes to 
ceaſe, which ſtrike their view and. ſhock their feel- 
ings.” | 

What an important confeſſion from a member of 
that aſſembly, which is continually preaching, even 
to the Engliſh themſelves, the neceſſity of deſtroying 
their government, and calumniating it as oppreſſive, 
and have voted the thanks of humanity to the hords of 
plunderers they have ſent into Switzerland and Ire- 
land, armed with fire and ſword, to vomit forth the 
poiſon of their hell-born revolution * ! 
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On the 15th July the Deputy Dr. Cabanis proclaimed, that Ire- 
land had ſet another great and virtuous exampele and that te deſerved. 
well of the human race, whoſe cauſe ſhe had ma It was while thus 
ſounding a Te Deum on the ſucceſs of the Iriſh, inſurgents, that this 
phy ſician reproached his colleagues with having till then farmed a 
very erroneous idea of the talents of Mr, Pitt:“ His ridigulans ce- 
lebrity, faid he, is far more the work of his enemies than of his feartiſans 


or flatterers. 


* 
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whom Dr. Cabanis cauſed the thanks of the human race to 
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We muſt not forget that theſe candid confeſſions 
were extorted from Harmand merely by the complete 
diſorganization of the finances, which he already 
clearly foreſaw, and of which he openly accuſed the 
economiſts. Neither muſt we forget, that long before 
this credulous nation had permitted that ſe& to make 
the'bold experiment of all their extravagant theories, 
the great Frederick had denounced them as one of 
the greateſt ſcourges that could threaten mankind. 
It is well known, that while amufing himſelf with 
the paradoxes of theſe ſophiſts, and their wild theo- 
ries, their pretended admirer called them prefump- 
tuous cynics, Who never acknowledge their errors. 
He even propoſed, in one of his writings, that they 


| ſhould be made "governors of whatever provinces de- 


ſerved to be puniſhed and chaſtiſed. When they 
had accompliſhed the total ſubverſion,” ſays the mo- 
narch, * of every eftabliſhment, they would at length 
learn, by dear- bought experience, that they are mere 
ignoramuſes ; that, although it is eaſy to criticize 
others, it is oſten difficult to excel them; and that 
men run a riſk of talking nonſenſe, whenever they 
interfere in matters they do not underſtand &. 

I am not here inquiring whether the French nation 
deferved to be chaſtiſed as ſeverely as they have been; 
but if-it is a great calamity for à nation to behold 


1 


To learn what this virtuous example was which thoſe had given, to 
voted, 
we have only to refer to the Moniteur of the 8th October, contain- 
ing the following proclamation. of General Napper Tandy, whom 
the Directory had ſent into Ireland at the head of theſe heroes of 
humanity : Trilmen, liflen to no fragt of accommodation. War, 
eternal war, a war of extermination to your offereffors ! as 
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the ſources of their revenue dried up, while, at the 
ſame time, their expenditure $ increaſed, the reader 
can have as yet but a very inadequate idea of the 

labyrinth of difficulties to which France is at. this day 
reduced. In ſhort, it was merely to avoid embarraſſing 
the ſubjea, that, while expoſing the falſehoods of 
their preſent adminiſtrators of finance, I have hitherto - 
apparently conceded to them, that the annual expen 
diture did not exceed 600 or 616 millions. That of 
the preſent year will be more than double this ſum; | 
and we ſhall prove, by official papers, that the Di- 
rectory propoſe to levy contributions on their ſubjects 
to an amount exceeding their net and taxable income. 
Nor can we, till the whole of this picture is unfolded, 
judge whether it is true that the re/owurces of the re- 
public are entire; whether it is true that their xoyzxTY 
is a. mere chimera of the imagination of the coaleſced 
powers, as has been ſaid in the Councils; or whether 
we ought to believe the following paſſage of the re- 
port of Bailleul: Let not the brilliant ſpectacle of 
our armics, of our victories, and of the-admiration 
of ſurrounding nations, any longer divert our atten« 
tion from the INTERNAL LANGUOR thatundermines the 
empite. The diminution of the reſources of the flate ad- 
vances in the ſame poems as the Mt Pay 1 20 ts 
p N LI 12350 | 
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c APTER E. 


Irogfigatio of all the Contributions demanded of the 
 Ithabitants of France during the Year vii. Exami- 
nation of the ve Reſources which their Leaders are 
 feppoſed to poſſe eſs to anfwer their D iſburſements—Na- 
tional Domains; Paper Circulation ; Loans; Gratui- 
ius Donations and Taxes on Luxury. The Uſurpers 
"di ſeover the In ſufficiency of each of theſe Reſources, 
end the imminent Danger of the Republic periſhing by 
the Finances. 2 


1 1 


— 2 * 8 * _— * 5 * „ — — — _ - - * 
- * — 2 * = - — — - — - o - 
wy Long ww ec — = - 
1 = I” hs 
* Ry — wm 


— 
1 
— 2 . 


Ts Frenchman whs had the enge to > 050 
the leaders of his country with having exhauſted 
every ſpecies of falſehood; was ſtrangely deceived; for 
the impoſture which has been moſt ſucceſsful, both 
at home and abroad, is that of their laſt eſtimates, 
wherein they boaſt of having reduced the expendi- 
ture of the current year ſo as to be able to diſcharge 
Wh Ea it with 600 millions. I ſhall prove that twice that 
i ſum is indiſpenſably neceſſary, and ſhall point out 
„ the ſtratagems they have uſed to e e ory 
of the contributions they demand of the people. 

In the firſt-place, in their eſtimate of 600 müllons 
| to be produced by the land and mobiliary * taxes, they 
1H fl never included the additional ſous, which amount to 
_ en millions f. - . Would even exceed 100 
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The mobiliary tax is e as 2 tax on — aſſeſſed, hw: 
ever erroneouſly, by the expenſe incurred for lodging. T. 
at 2 is the amount at which Lecouteulx eſtimated them. Al- 
. the firſt decrees, the quota of theſ e additional 
py 


defrartmental, a and hcal exfienſes, ought 
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i we add the droits doctroi, which have already be- 
gun to be collected at the gates of Paris, and which 
moſt of the great towns are about to revive for their 
local expenſes. | | 3 
f In the ſecond place, the arrears of taxes, the pay- 
ö ment of which is exacted at the ſame time with thoſe f 
of the current year, exceed, as we have ſeen, 300 
millions. Why then do they ſtand as only twenty- 
two millions and a half in the budget, according to 
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4 which they appear to levy on the people this year 
5 only 600 millions? In fact, this ariſes from the ar- 
F rears of taxes being deſtined to anſwer the arrears of 
expenditure, and becauſe, appearing to be the leaſt 
1 doubtful of the fature receipts, almoſt the, whole of 
J them have been either mortgaged to the army-con- 
x tractors, or promiſed to others in diſcharge of their 
A ſervices for the laſt year *. As, aſter having thus diſ- 
* . Rr reer 
. not to have amounted to ſo large a, proportion, it has conſiderably 
— exceeded it with regard to ſome communes and ſome individuals; 
Ee nor was any attempt made to put a ſtop to this new-mode of extortion 
I till Chaſſiron denounced it on the ad June 1797 in theſe terms: 
it *The arbitrary extenſion of tie additional hte is fuch, that, in fome 
it communes, this ACCESSORY fax is, equal % fle PRINCIPAL,” 4. 
* Article vii. of the decree which ſanctioned the new 
t enacts that The arrears of the taxes of all kinds, and the debts 


owing to the treaſury, ter deducting the twenty-two millions and a 

half included in the receipts of the year vit. Aa be afplied to the 

18 ayment of the arrears of eremim r. 
Should this promiſe be adhered to, and ſhould the accounts of the 

'Y army contractors be actually paid, it will be the firſt time; for at the 
to end of the year v. thoſe among them who had the folly to truſt the 
government to the amount of near 200 millions were paid in mandats, 

50 which then loſt ninety fer cent. The following year they thought 
= themſelves ſecure from the ſame treatment, by receiving orders on. 
the departmental treaſuries for about 100 millions of : or downances, 

* which they were enjoined by a decree to bring to the treaſury, where 
\1 they have been changed into inſcriptions, and theſe. are now at a 
1 diſcount of ninety-five and even ninety- ſix per cent. In the preſent 
Jht year the government have again endeavoured to reconcile to 
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poſed of it by anticipation, there remain only twenty- 
two millions and a half for the ſervice of the current 
year; it is true they could not introduce them into 
the accounts againſt the 600 millions required ſor the 
ſuture expenditure; but in the mean while the na- 
tion, on whom theſe 605 millions are to be raiſed; 
is called on to pay 300 more; for the arrears of the 
former years, which, with the additional ſous and the 
droits diocdroi, make Ne ron for the year vir. 

amount to à milliard.. | 
To this muſt be added, that we are not here 
ſpeaking of the net revenue, deducting the expenſes 
of collection, of which no mention is ever made in 
the budgets. If therefore we conſider that there are 
certain branches of public revenue, ſuch as the cuſ. 
toms and barrier duties, the collection of which coſts 
above half their groſs amount, it is ſcarcely poſſible 
to eſtimate the expenſes of collecting the milliard 
above mentioned at leſs than 100 millions. Nor in- 
deed would theſe 1 100 millions ſatisfy the Directory, 
who, when announcing. on. the th day of the year 
vn. that the public exigencies called for extraordi- 
nary refources'to be brought forward <vith Jpeed, de- 
ee 125 millions to provide for them. Hence it 
appears, that twice as much muſt be levied on this ex- 
hauſted nation as they paid to to Lewis XVI i in the r 
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3 yang eee eee ue. 
div on the fireſumprive receints. We malt ſee whether they will not 
ind ſome new expedient for withdrawing theſe, Wich would theti 
ſe the ſervice to a wholly inſurmountable difficulty: for the mi- 
niſter of - finarices does not pretend to deny that a third attempt of 
this nature would put all the contractor to flight,. wy Wen no une 

would ſupply the ſervice but for ready money. 
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- of their greateſt proſperity, and as much as the whole 
t of their net and taxable income amounts to, even 
0 comprehending that of the additional departments. 
3 However tedious theſe details may appear, it was 
|= neceſſary to go thus far into them, not only to give 
l, an idea of the deficit of the current year, but to pre- 
e vent the public from becoming the dupe of the con- 
e troverſy with which the miniſter and committee of 
. * . 
l. finances have lately amuſed them, by diſputing, with 
an affected warmth, whether this deficit ought to be 
e appreciated beforehand at 200 millions, at 104, or 
8 only at 55“. 1 e 8 
n ut * * 4 tn 
re * This farce was played off in the following manner: Bailleul 
C having announced that the deficit of the current year would amount 
3 to 200 millions, the new committee appointed to fill it up only pro- 
ts vided for three quarters of it, aſſuring the Councils. that Bailteul had 
committed a great error, and that they could declare as a CERTAIN 
le fad, that they had already diſcharged their duty by ENSURING the re- 
d ceipt of 54.5 millions. | | "Oe n * 
Scarcely had they aſſured them of this conſoling certainty, when 
2 the miniſter Ramel, in his turn, publiſhed a letter in the public pa- 
pers, aſſerting, that his deductions differed from thoſe of the com- 
Y2 mittee, reproaching them for the omiſſion of ſeveral items, and cal- 
ar culating, with ſcrupulous exactneſs, that the deficit to be provided 
5 for amounted to 104,800,009 livres; and that. no one might at all 


doubt his ſincerity, he concluded with theſe words: * Both our 
external and internal enemies are well acquainted with the ſituation. 


- of our finances. I ſhould but ſerve. their cauſe by digung the 
it truth, and 1 am ſtudying the advantage of the republic by pnblifhin 
= this true | /tatement.” ; Certainly it is preciſely becaufe their external 
enemies are acquainted with this true ſtatement that they may defy the 
ae miniſter to levy within the country 230 or 240 millions within the cur» 


rent year. The receipt of that ſum would then leave a void of 8 or goo. 
millions for the domeſtic neceflities acknowledged to be indiſpenſable, 


" even admitting that Holland, the right bank of the Rhine, and Italy, 
101 continue to provide for the pay and maintenance of two thirds of the 
lt armies of the republic, W542. | my 
* Such are the various pleadings of theſe parties; nor is it a ſmall 
of matter to unravel the intricacies of a deficit after French finauciers - - 
a have attempted either to illuſtrate or confuſe it. 


The Directory however have contributed to illuſtrate this ſubject. 
in their meſſage of the 1 5th December 1798, in which they declare, 


— 
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And as ſome politicians, without taking the trou- 
(14/0148 ble to examine the amount, perfiſt in imagining, that, 
1 however great the deficit may be, the French ſtill 

| have. five, grand reſources. for diſcharging it, namely, 
| the confiſcated eſtates yet unſold ; new modes of pa- 
per circulation; loans; voluntary ſubſcriptions ; and 

\ taxes on luxury—it is important to take a ſeparate 
| Pat view of cach. oF Wat. n | 
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"NATIONAL DOMAINS. 


The deeree' which ordered the complement of the 
"regiments to be filled up by a levy of 200,000 men, 
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li that the recriſits become more and more inſufficient for the various branches 
of the public ſervice, and that'it is indiſſienſably neceſſary to diſcover new 
fazrces of, revenue. Yeur laws, ſaid they, have enacted that in the year 
vir. there flall'be an exfienditure of 725 millions ; but theſe laws be 
mere ILLUSIONS, if additicnal decrees de not organize, with an evident 
effecacionſue/r, 1NFALLIBLE RESOURCES for bringing in an equal ſum 
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within an equa! face of time. ; 
It is neceſſary; to obſerve that this meſſage was intended to be kept 
fecret, and that the government did not publiſh it till they bad proofs 
that it had no weight with the Councils. Nor was it inſerted in 
the Moniteur till the zoth December, when it was introduced by the 
following preface: No : the neceſſities of the ſtate never were 
more urgent, or the' reſources more remote. Legiſlators, adjourn 
every other queſtion. The finances—the firances—'tis in the finances 
that the /afery of our country reſides.” Tub 4 
This declaration appears to me. ao leſs inſtruftive to the neigbbours 
of this military republic than to its legiſlators. Even ſhould I be ac- 
cuſed of being biaſfed by A Parent ſyſtem, 1 maintain that the 
8 of war aud peace is wholly concentred in this: Can 
in fert of France levy on that exhauſted natiqn a revenue egual to the 
expenditure of a ſteace alan, If I ſucceed in demonſtrating 
that this is impoſſible, it follows that war is abſolutely neceſſary to 
their exiſtence. Thus does the fate of Europe depend on the magni- 
tide of the deficit the Directory have to encounter. They are con- 

* tinually telling the two Councils that the inveſtigation of the finances 
- onght'ts be conftantly Mie order of the day; and it is only by the cloſeſt 
ſtudy of the French finances that the northern princes can appreciate 
__ danger, or the means of ſafety which alone remain for them to 
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' was followed by another, the object of which was to 


farniſh the government with the means of equipping 
and maintaining theſe new recruits, and which au- 


| thorized them to raiſe 125 millions in /pecie on the 


fale of the national property. Such was the decree ; 
and I ſhall offer a few - obſervations on it, to ſhow 


that it can only be put in force upon paper. 


And, 1ſt. When the Directory demanded theſe 


125 millions, they at the ſame time caſt their eyes 


on the national foreſts: but at the very moment 
when the Councils received their meſſage, they de- 


clared theſe foreſts ina/ienable, and authorized them 
to make the beſt uſe they could of the reſt of the 


national domains which had been mortgaged, firſt 
to the armies, then to the holders of aſſignats, then 


to the holders of mandats, then to the boipitals, and 
finally to the creditors of the ſtate. 

ad. The only mode of appreciating: the pecuniary 
value of the national domains given up to theſe laſt, 
and fince taken from them, 1s to recur to the account 
of the preſumptive receipts of the year vi. in which 
the net revenue of all the domains, then unſold, was 
eſtimated at twenty millions. 

zd. Not only it is evident from the laſt Srfate, 
that this eſtimate had been ſwelled to above half as 
much again as the real amount, but the documents 
furniſhed by the miniſter of finances prove, that 


during the interval between the total-abandonment of 
theſe domains, and the reſuming thoſe-which had not 
yet been alienated, 20,307 ſales had taken place, and - 


bad thus reduced to about five millions the rent 


which had before been eſtimated at twenty. 
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4th. A few weeks before the remainder of theſe 
unalienated domains were thus reftored to the Dire 
tory, the committee of finance declared that no more 
purchaſers offered, and recommended putting a ſtop to 
any further ſales ; adding the following obſervation: | 
« We are perfectly informed, and it 1s impoſlible to 
deny, that one of the cauſes of depreciation at the 
ſales is the ſcarcity of ſpecie. In the Vendée and in 
Belgium, theſe ſales have been puſhed ſo far, that 
the: purſes of the buyers are ſor the preſent empty. 
The produce of the harveſt has not yet been converted 
into money; and hence ariſes a double evil, ſince the 
fales interfere with the receipts of the taxes, and the 
receipts of the taxes prejudice the ſales.” — This can- 
did report is ſufficient to convince us, that, even ſhould 
the Directory draw a few millions from this ſource, 
they will receive ſo much leſs on account of the taxes; 
and thus the 125 millions they had demanded at tlie 
moment, ſuddenly to fill up the complements of the regiments, 
and which were aſſigned them on the refuſe of the 
unſold national property, are a mere aſſignment on 
paper, a mere imaginary ſubſidy. 
sth. This proſpect is ſo much the more remote, as, 
by again transferring to the Directory the property of 
all theſe domains, the revenue of which now amounts 
at moſt to five millions, the reporter took particular 
care to obſerve, that the idea of ſelling them for ready 
motzey being totally inadmifible, they muſt neceſſarily 
conſent to the buyers paying the purchaſe-money 
in twelve obligations payable every three months. 
He added, . that it could not be concealed that the 
ſale of theſe. obligations would cauſe conſiderable loſſes; 
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but that the army-contractors would prefer them to 
the uncertainty and delays of the receipts of the treaſury.” 
Whence it appears that the accoutrements, or at leaſt 
the pay of the 200,000 men now levying, depend 
on the poſſibility of negotiating theſe obligations at 
long dates. 

6th. As almoſt the whole of the unſold bad are 
ſituated in the Low Countries, where the peaſantry have 
riſen.in a maſs to oppoſe thoſe who were taking from 
them their only ſors, and completing the ejefment of 
the clergy; the inſurrection of this ſecond Vend&e 
muſt be quelled before the few purchaſers can be 
found who bave hitherto attended the fales, although 
their purſes were for the preſent empty. But this-3 is 


not all. In lieu of being able to raiſe recruits by 


theſe means, the Directory find themſelves forced to 
ſtation in the barracks of that country a part of thoſe 
they raiſe elſewbere, and which they deſtined to dia- 
tate the terms of peace at London and Vienna. 

We may now therefore calculate the proximate- 
and probable produce of this generous ſubſidy, which 
the two Councils voted by acclamation when they re- 
ceived the meſſage in which the Directory thus ad- 
dreſſed thoſe bodies, and the whole of Europe: 


Speak but a word, citizens repreſentatives, and 


theſe legions will ſpring up from the earth at your 
command: To you this proDIGY is BASY—Europe 
ought to learn that the French republic can yet bear an 
extraordinary criſis, without any neceſſity for the le- 
giflative body to create any new taxes. The ſame 
reſources that have created ought to conſolidate the 
republic. The national domains ſtill afford ſuch as 


I 


5 (320) 8 
9980 the exigency of our ſituation. It will be ef 
for you to provide, out of the unſold domains, the 
125 millions wanted,” &c. 

The prodigy of revoking the fourth ſpecies of irre- 
pocable contracts to which the confiſcated eſtates have 
given birth, appearing equally ea/y to the legiſlators 
of France, one of them was unable to reſtrain his joy. 
« Machiavelic government of England,” exclaimed 
he, © thy laſt hour is come. Thou art about to receive 
the juſt reward of thy crimes. 77emble, for our ar- 
mies _ about to march *.”—* Our enemies ſhall 
know,” exclaimed another member, exulting in the 
dares afforded by the unſold and anlealle na- 
tional domains, which were about to be offered to 
fale for the benefit of the ſtate; „our enemies ſhall 
know that our reſources are immenſe, and ſhould we be 
obliged ſtill to make ſeveral more campaigns to ſecure 
the triumph of liberty, the government will have the 
means of paying all the extraordinary expenies of the 
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PAPER CIRCULATION. 


The ſecond arc the Peedy is ſuppoſed to 
poſſeſs, whereby fill to carry on ſeveral more cam- 
paigns, is the diſcovery of ſome fictitious fign of pro- 
perty, ſome new paper circulation, whoſe illuſory aid 
might afford them the requiſite time and means of 
canſolidating and eſtabliſhing their conqueſts by the 
ſame gigantic efforts to which they were ROY for 


—— 2 — 


FE Chabert. 
+ Deſtrem, on the 7th Oftober 1798. 
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their, acquiſition. Fortunately this new ſpecies of 
impoſture is beyond the powers of their magicians ' 
and conjurors. The charm is irrenimediably broken; 
and if M. de Calonne were to repeat at this day that 
they will diſcover the ſecret of repairing the fragiliiy 
of their work of winding up the machine anew, or of 
ſubſtituting other circulating mediums, it is ſufficient to 
reply, that the enchanted and terrific wand has fallen 
from” their hand, and they ate at length fully con- 
vincetl of. the impoſſibility. of recovering it“. Aſſu- 


* Among.the crowd of publications to which the ſingular . — 
of the aſſignats has given birth, is one which deſerves notice on ac- 
count of the eccentricity. of the propoſitions it contained. At the 
period when this, phenomenon diſappeared, a member of the Houſe 
of Commons, who was a, merchant of an enlightened mind, took 1 
the: pen ſeverely to reproach the Britiſh miniſter, with having blindly 
wiſhed for the deſtruction of the aſſignats. He aſſerted that the en - 
mies of France ought, on the contrary, to have encouraged and ſup- 
ported her ſyſtem of paper circulation, becauſe, ſaid he, the greater 
the maſs. of theſe emiſſions, the greater would be the amount of the 
taxes which muſt be levied on the people at the return of. peace to 
pay the intereſt of this floating debt. As to the idea that any other 
mode could have been thgught of by the French, for relieving them- 
ſelyes from the burden, 85 rejected it as incoakitent with the good 

faith that has ever characterized republican governments. Let 
ſcarcely had this member of the Oppoſition. had time to publiſh, his 
opinions, when the news arrived in London at the French repub- 
lic having got rid of all their aſſignats and mandats by a decree, and 
of their 4. reduced. the dividends on their other debts to one third 


of their amount, alleging, that having extayfted every /yſem of [after 


circulation, and having carried on a dreadful war without the aid of 
any regular ſyſtem of finance, no other means remained for them to 
reſume. that rauk in the general opinion of mankind, to which therr real 


ſtrength entitled them, than that ot ſetting afide their gublie debt. Such 


were the terms in which the chairman; Cretet propoſed the bank- 
ruptcy, while his colleague Regnier victoriouſſy cloſed this debate 


by ,exclaiming, Let if not be ſaid we conmit, BANKRUPTCY, When, 


on "the contrary, we do every thing in our fewer to, aft WELL. | 
But notwnthſtanding the authority of Sir Francis Baring, the two 

following maxims appear to me to be completely demomſtrated by the 

events now taking place in France: 2: vet 


1ſt, That Europe would have been faved, and her dangers termi- 


nated before the iuvaſion of Lombardy, had the plate of the aſlignats 
| SY 
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rs ( 322 ) | 
redly it would be ridiculous ſtill to entertain any ap- 
prehenſions on this ſubje&, after what paſſed in the 

fitting of the 4th October 1798, when one of the 

members rendered himſelf the laughing-ſtock of the 
Council by endeavouring to call up the ghoſt of the 
aſſignats. I muſt lay down,” faid he, © ſome 


— — 


Es been deftroyed a year earlier; I mean before the immenſe reſources 


'» which the committee of public ſafety derived from it, enabled them 
to complete the organization of the innumerable army which inun- 
dated all the neighbouring countries, and lived at their expenſe, 
when the Directory were no longer in a condition to provide for 
their pay with a ſew ſcraps of paper, Nor is it yet forgotten, that 
immediately after the fall of the aſſignats, the Directory boaſted, and 
with reaſon, that the armies beyond the frontiers, who were fed and 
nourſtod by their orum wvidtories, no lnger employed their thoughts, excejit 
'& the recital of their ſucceſſes. But into what an abyſs of diſtreſs 
- would they not then have fallen had the paſſes of the Alps and Ap- 
| . been defended as they ought, by à general coalition of the 
" Italians, and had the republican armies thus been forced to employ 
"the thoughts of the Directory by the REIT ATL of their wants ? 
How could the Directory have provided for theſe wants at the - 
11 


riod when they complained of being reduced, through pecuniary 


treſs, to leave the fick oldiers in the inland hoſpitals de/tizure of medical 
- affiſtance, and even of bread ? g 
The ſecond truth, which at length begins to unfold itſelf, and 
which is but a conſequence of the former, is, that wherever the re- 
publican armies meet with ſo much reſiſtance as to be obliged to 
carry on the war at the expenſe of the republic, their enterpriſes fail 
through the exhan/ted ſtate of their finances: that is, becauſe it is no 
| ar in the power of their leaders to pay the ſoldiers, and to vic- 
tual and equip their fleets and armies, by means of paper. If Sir 
Francis Baring alſo conteſts this fact, he has only to caſt his eyes, 
-'x{t; over the letter, which a few days previous to the deſtruction 
of the Toulon fleet, the French admiral wrote to the miniſter of 
the marine, ſaying, that it required confiderable courage to untlertak: 
"the command of a fleet ſo ill egulſhed and adly, over the confeſſion of 
the Directory, who attribute the failure of the third expedition 
againſt Ireland to one of the ſquadrons having been prevented, by 
the want of funds, from going out of port at the ſame time as the 


+ other, I do not mean to diſpute that the brilliant proweſs of the Bri- 


tiſh navy accounts much better for that cataſtrophe; but why did we 
never hear of ſimilar difficulties at the time of Hoche's expedition, 

and while the paper circulation exiſted ? Was it not becauſe a cart- 
load of aſſignats or mandats was ſufficient to put an army in motion, 
vr a fleet under fail? * 
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very clear aſſertions. There is not a ſufficiency of ſpecie 


in circulation to ſupply the wants of commerce and 


pay the taxes; nor is there enough of circulating 
medium ({/ignes fictiſs) to ſupply that deficiency.— The 
money wanted by individuals coſts them two or three 
per cent. per month on pledges. This exorbitant uſury has 
killed the national induſtry by ruining commerce, and 
it will ſoon complete the ruin of the landholders alſo. 
o precarious, ſo anxious a ſituation can no longer exiſt. 
It is neceſſary then to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of finance; 
but this great and uſeful operation cannot take place 
without the creation of ſome new circulating medium. 
Here Legendre (for that was the name of this new 
magician) repreſented the ſyſtem of metallic ſpecie as 
dangerous, eulogized the bank of England, and after 
having laid it down as a fact that it was the known 
ſource of the power of the Engliſh, and having aſked 
why France ſhould not have a bank ſtill more ſolid, 
ventured to propoſe the creation of 600 millions in 
notes of. a national auxiliary bank, payable to bearer. 
But the journal of the debates mentions, that at theſe 
words the ſpeaker was interrupted by murmurs, and 


having raiſed his voice to ſay that theſe notes ſhould 


have the national effects as their primary baſis, the 
Council of Five Hundred filenced him by new mur- 
murs, and paſſed to the order of the day, without one 


orator rifing to refute or anſwer his harangue : ſuch 


is their complete conviction, even in the midſt of 
their infatuation, that the plate of the aſli ignats F de- 
ſtroyed for ever 
Nor was it without good reaſon that they thus re- 
fuſed to liſten to this alchymiſt; for even had they 
1 2 
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recurred to the ſame reſources at Paris as the French 
general employed at Rome, that of condemning to 
tivo years impriſonment in irons every one who ſhould 
reſuſe to accept 'the'cdules'or notes they might iſſue *, 
wwe tnay be afſured that the day after the creation of 
this new bank; "theſe 6co millions of notes would 
not have found a market at ſix. This is ſo ſar from 
being in the leaſt doubtful, that although the Council 
of Ftve Hundred entered into no debate whatever on 
the ſubject, the mere rumour of this motion imme- 
diately alarmed and put to flight the very ſmall num- 
ber of uſurers who ſtill ventured to lend their aid 
to government F. 1 T0017" 22 
I. is alſo fince that period that the Directorial ga- 
*ette has declared without reſerve, that “the confi- 
dence of the army-contractors has been impaired, 
that thoſe who were moſt diſtinguiſhed for their fide- 


1 > : PF =_ * 1 4. ** _— 
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„ * See the Mapditeur of the 23d November 1798, No. 63. 
Private letters from Paris ſtated, that the moment when it was 
*rdrftoured at the exchange that a þaper circulation had been even named 
within the walls: of the Council of Five Hundred, the merchants 
and bankers attributed Legendre's motion to Ramel, and immediately 
diminiſhed their credits, which were already ſo ſhort and ſo uſurious. 
If this. great 2 7 75 realy came from the miniſter of finance, he 
has ſuffered moſt by it himſelf, for he has ſince ſtated, that his re- 
*ceifits have been dithinified. And bow can we wonder at this? The 
people evidently continue, as much as poſſible, in arrears to the 
treaſury, that they may have ſome means of eſcaping tlie calamity of 
da new paper circulation, being convinced it could only acquire a mo- 
mentary currency by being received in payment of the: taxes, which 
they would then he able to diſcharge in paper with an huntredth part 
of hat it would now colt to diſcharge them in ſnhecie.. 
* , The ſinanciers of France ſeem to conſider this ſtate of affairs as 
"entifgly new. in the hiſtory of nations: but had they taken the pains 
to ſtudy what happened in their own country after the ſcheme of 
Law had. failed, they might have ſeen the following paſſage in the 
uritings of Forbonnois: It is but too common to obſerve people 
unwilling to pay off their debts, in the chimerical hopes of again wit. 


9 


wethng a ſimilar revolution.“ 
4 


6 
lity to their engagements had retired, and that if they 
had not expreſſſy retracted their offers, they at leaſt: 
reframed from repeating them. They even confeſſed” 
that none remained but the 795 of thoſe, who being 
willing to run the chance of delay in their payment, 
or even of not being paid at all, for ſome part of their. 
contracts, know how to revenge themſelves amply for 
the riſks they foreſee, by not furniſhing their goods 
but at exorbitant prices.” 

- This will be ſufficient to ſet thoſe at reſt who had 
formed an idea that the Directory have diſcovered the 
ſecret of iſſuing a new ſpecies of aſſignats under the 
name of ordonnances and letters of credit. This re- 
ſource is now of no uſe to them; for the report of 
Chabert having eſtabliſhed, that all the contracts 
thus liquidated have been paid at the rate of at leaſt 
thirty per cent. above their real value “, it follows, 


Lt. a — — — 
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+ This fact was confirmed fame days after by the following paſ- 
ſage of Bailleul's ſpeech : “ A creditor of the government receiv 
an ORDONNANCE, of hirh the term of frayment catmot . be fixed, 
but Being himſelf indebted to others, who preſs him. for money, he 
endeavours to ſell, and muſt therefore conſent to loſe thirty or forty 
fie cen. In the end it is the ſtate that pays all, and thus ruins it/eff, 
or elſe does not pay, and thus, by degrees, forfeits all the confidence 
placed in it. — Haraſſed by circumſtances of imperious neceſſity 
and the indigence of the treaſury, the government will continue to 
make ruinous bargains, and to pay dearly for the inſtability of their 
promiſes.—And even ſhould they obtain conditions apparently more. 
favourable, the contractors would always expect to recover in quaoti 
or quality, what might be loſt by the delay or non-payment of their 
accounts.“ | 1 C 
_ Lecouteulx has alſo taken up the pen to defend the miniſters and 
army-contraCtors, and to ſhow that the dearneſs of the bargains they 
make ariſes from the ſame ſyſtem that has kept the public treaſu 
empty. „When this ſyſtem,” ſaid he, “ once prevails, not only 
there is an end of all public credit, but there can be no bounds ſet 
to the diſorder, the waſte, and the alarming ingreaſe of the expenſes 
which ariſe from this immorakty, and theſe ſücceſſive violatoh of 
juſtice. The contractor who ſees his neighbour rufned Wy Aye, 


* 


6 

that if in payment of contracts, whoſe value is only 
75,000 livres, the Directory iſſue 100,000 livres in 
ordonnances, of which the treaſury bas only paid 
three fourths, they have had all the odium of this ad- 
ditional failure, without deriving any advantage from 
it, except that of completely ruining the leaſt diſ- 
truſtful of the contractors, and their other credi- 
tors, and of adding to their difficulties and want of 
credit. This was what induced the author of the re- 
port preſented by Bailleul to ſay, that the proſpe- 
rity of all the branches of the political ſociety depends 
on principles which cannot be infringed without lead- 
ing the government into fraits, calamities, and ruin, 

and the people into miſery and deſpazr.” Te 
Another equally inſtructing and encouraging fact is, 
that the want of confidence among the contractors took 
place immediately, in conſequence of the infidelities 
_ exerciſed towards them, or rather perhaps of the po- 
verty of the miniſter with whom they treat; ſo that 
for three years, during which this ſtrange emiſſion of 
ſucceſſive promiſes to pay has been prolonged, it has 
annually diminiſhed to one half of the preceding 
amount. In the year rv. Ramel iſſued, without dif- 
ficulty, to the amount of 200 millions of re/criptions ; 
but having paid theſe in mandats worth only 10 per cent. 
of their nominal amount, he could not in the following 
year place more than balf that ſum in ordonnauces for 
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endeavours to obtain "ap uch prices, and in general to take 2 
cautions, that, ſhould he experience a ſimilar protraction of the flat 
inſtalments due to him, he may nevertheleſs ſecure a profit. Ano- 
ther who follows him does the fame, and ſo on, as long as fuck a 66%. 
tem lafty,, though in fad? Ir CANNOT POSSIBLY CONTINUE ANY 
LENGTY OF. TIME.” +4 | 


- 


9 


which the funds were not ready. And as theſe were 


paid in inſcriptions, which are ſtill at a higher diſ- 


count than the mandats, we ought not to be ſurpriſed 
that in the year v1. they could not find contractors who 
would accept thoſe promiflory notes for more than the 
ſmall amount of fixty millions. Hence I infer that 
during the current year they will not find dupes to a 
larger amount than thirty or forty millions. And 
even then this fourth impoſition will be rather a bur- 
den than an advantage, ſince the market price will 
always be regulated by the riſks. incurred by the par- 


ties concerned. This miniſter is evidently reduced to 


the ſituation of a ruined gambler, with whom his 
former companions no longer care to riſk the certain 
for the uncertain. He may ſtill attempt to ſhame the 
monied men out of their cupidity and avarice ; but they 
will equally infiſt on having the caſh in hand, or they 
will oblige him to accede to conditions, by which they 
incur only the danger of loſing a part of their profits 
without riſking their capitals à. Such are the inevi- 


— 


* The fate of the poor Ramel is truly worthy of compaſſion. It 
is aſſerted, that after paſſing the whole day in making promiſes of the 


fame ecy to twenty different perſons, he is almoſt always forced 


either to give it to another, or to confeſs at laſt that in fact he has 
it not. It is ſaid, however, that ſome contraRors are ſtill ſeen 
in his audieuce-chamber, but theſe are men who have nothing to loſe, 
and have no ſecurity to offer; and it is aſſerted, that the ſtruggles that 
prevail there from morning till night, to decide who ſhall be the 

pe or the ſw indler, would afford ſcenes that might claſs with the 


Cheats of Scapia, Theſe ſcenes furniſh the Pariſſans with many an 
— witticiſm, and one of the poets of the day has thus deſcribed 
tem: 
Alcippe eſcamotte un trait 
Pour une fourniture. 
A Valere, Alcippe enchanté 
Le vend avec uſure. 


14 
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table conſequences of this well-merited diſcredit, 


which will appear in a ſtill more ſtriking point of 
view when we come to inveſtigate the abortive at- 


tempt made by the two Councils in December 1797, 
to levy on the people a patriotic loan of forty millions, 
10 be very ſpeedily advanced. | 


Valtre le revend ſous main, 
Prevoyant ſa defaite ; 

De faillite en faillite, enfin, 
Le fourniture eſt faite. 


Old Premium's art a contract gains 
To clothe the Gallic ſoldier bold, 

But- ſoon a douceur he obtains, | 
Nor are the clothes, but contracts, ſold : 
ti And fold again, though under hand, 

Each ſhuffling off leſt he be cheated; 
Till thus the national demand 
By ſhuffling is at length completed. 


- But without recurring to the poets, we may form a pretty exact 
idea of the man who preſides over all thefe liufiings, from what Ar- 
nould faid in the debate of the 26th Auguſt. © The miniſter of 
finance,” ſaid he, buried under the ruins of the paſt, tormented 
by the urgent neceſſities of the preſent, anxiouſly ſolicitous for the 
future, and haraſſed by the clamours of a million of diſcontented 
creditors, is ever uncertain how long he ſhall retain the good - will of 
either branch of the legiſlative body. What can ſuch a miniſter do 
but ſeek with avidity for a few particles of gold amid the ruins of 
the public profperity ?” | | 

Such 15 now the fate of this .impoſtor, who made his way into 
the adminiſtration by publiſhing at the tribune of the Council of 
Five Hundred this memorable aſſertion : It is for France alone to find 
reſources in thoſe very circumſtances which ſeem to AGGRAVATE the diff- 
en of her ſituation. Fi 

The very next day he was promoted to the conſpicuous office he 
now holds; and his colleagues would have been inconſolable for the 
loſs of this great financier, had he not, when taking leave of them, 
aſſured them that he had the fulle/? confidence in th reſources of the 


__ As long as the aſſignats and mandats continued, he repeated 
the ſame joyful cry; but no fooner had thoſe props failed, no ſooner 
was he obliged to climb with a heavy burden on his back up the 
mountain he was then "deſcending, than nothing but groans were 
heard from this new and unfortunate Siſyphus. | * 
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LOANS, 


Never, never were ſa many artifices and falſchoods 
crowded one upon another, to dupe the moſt credu- 
lous of nations, and to induce even, the Engliſh to 
believe, that he /ucce/s of the loan opened for the inva- 
ion of their and could be no longer doubtful, or rather 
that it was already completed. The Directory, even 
when ſoliciting for this loan, tgok care that the pro- 
poſal ſhould not come from themſelves, They leſt 
the merit of it to a choſen band of mercantile cha- 
racters in the capital, ſelected by themſelves, who 
came to demand an immediate audience, and implored 
as a favour to be permitted to bear the firſt expenſes 
of the deſcent upon England, of which they repreſented 
the inhabitants as a handſul of pirates, who hide them- 
ſelves in their innumerable veſſels, and always fly when 
they are cloſely purſued. Then comparing the Great 
Nation to the Romans, Hiſtory,” continued they, 
* does not. record that thoſe famous conquerors, when 
they had any bold and obſtinate enemies to contend 
with, declared to them beforehand that the war ſhould 
be carried on at their expenſe. How conſpicuous will 
this new ſrait appear in the annals of France!“ 

I am far from attempting, to obliterate this trait 


from their annals *; but theſe hiſtorians of the Great 


Nation will permit me to obſerve, that if that famous 
nation, to whom they modeſtly compare themſelves, 


— — 


* Another trait which muſt not be effaced, is to be found at the 
end of the frrocts verbal of that famous ſitting NE the * 
The chant du depart has terminated every thi i W. 
tranſhorts ! Engli/kmen, — — | 
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EN CE) 
divided, plundered, and ſwallowed up all their neigh- 
bours, one aſter another, it was merely becauſe they 
made it a maxim of their policy never to declare their 
intentions beforehand; and moſt hiſtorians agree that 
a ſimilar declaration would have ſaved the ancient, as 
it has ſaved the modern Carthage. 

Monteſquieu, when inquiring why the Romans 
enriched themſelves by their wars, and why each of 
theſe enabled them to undertake a new expedition, ex- 
plains this political phenomenon by two very ſimple 
cauſes ; the extreme diſſimulation of the ſenate, and 


the unparalleled diſintereſtedneſs of the troops. The 


maxim of the generals,” ſays he, © was to bring as 
much gold and filver as poſſible into the public trea- 
ſury, and to give as little as poſſible to the ſoldiers. 
The booty was thrown into the common ſtock, and 
nothing was loft : for before they marched, every ſol - 
dier doo an 6ath that he would not convert any thing 
to his private uſe : and as the Romans were more ob- 
ſervant of oaths than any other nation, theſe became 
the chief bond of their military diſcipline *.” 


—_— 


It is well known that General Maſſena has improved on this 
diſcipline, by converting to his private uſe the greater part of the plun- 


der, and refuſing either to give an account of it, or to ſhare it with 


his companions. It is: well known too how much the latter were 
enraged at _ ſounded the charge and ſhared the danger, without 
participating in the ſpoil, and therefore denounced this new Brennus 
as the moſt inſatiable Gaul that ever commanded a band of conquer- 
ors, © We perſiſt in demanding vengeance for the robberies com- 
mitted at Rome by our ſieriors, and by the corrupt and devaſtating 


* adminiſtrations, who piunge themſelves, night and day, agar x 


and debauchery.” Such was the energetic remonſtrance, whic 
at length obliged the Directory to diſplace Maſſena from the procon- 
ſulſhip of Italy; and it ſhould ſeem that Bonaparte, who called 
bim te file child of wittory, at length eived that he muſt have 
edy lieutenant-generals; for he did not chouſe to take him 
into Egypt: and bis firſt care on landing there was to publiſh, 


( 332 ) 

The reply of the Directory to theſe generous mer- 
chants deſerves alſo to be added to their annals: 
«© We applaud with emotion the enthuſiaſm of liberty 
that has brought you hither, The haughty and inſo- 
leat Engliſh government, who flattered themſelves 
with a chimerical hope that there no longer exiſted 
any national ſpirit in France, ought to conſider this 
day as the æra of their approaching humiliation: all 
Europe has its eyes on this great event, and cannot 
but be ſtruck with the contraſt which the two nations 
at the preſent moment exhibit, The one is finking be- 
neath the cal oppreſſion of a tyrannical government ; 
while the other, after eight years of revolution, and 
of the moſt memorable wars, comes /portaneoufly. to 
offer their riches to their country as a tribate of their 
induſtry, and thus diſcovers the great depth of their 


reſources. If the French armies have proved that 


the republic is invincible, its commerce has this, day 
proved that the're/ources of France are mexhauftible.” 
Such was the language of Barras; and the ſenator 
Jean Debry afforded a flill more ſtriking proof how 
mexhaufiible are the gaſconades of theſe proud repub- 
licans ; for when he learned that twenty-five millions 
had already been actually paid into the treaſury, on 
- account of this loan, he ruſhed to the tribune to ſing 


the Te Deum of exultation. The Englith govern- 


ment,” exclaimed he, © is averſe to peace; well then, 
lot them die of a plethora : let every enlightened Eng- 


ll. 


the following proclamation. to his brothers in arms: Plunder can 
enrick but very few, It would diſgrace us, and render us the enemies of 
- theſe nations whom it is our intereſt to have for friends. 

This was a very impertant truth; but if Bonaparte was convinced 
of it, what buſineſs had he in Egypt? | ? | 
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liflman who underſtands his true intereſt, upbraid the 


miniſters as the ſole cauſe of the fagnation of his ca- 


pital,“ &c. 3 15 | 

Every enlightened Engliſhman, however, under- 
ſtanding theſe laſt words as threatening his country 
with carrying away their capitals, they crowded round 
their miniſter to offer him their lives and fortunes, 
and ina few hours he completed a loan equal to 400 
millions of livres on more favourable terms than 


thoſe of the preceding year. As to that opened by 


Ramel at Paris, its ineonſiderable amount was un- 
known till the treaſury, threatened with another 18th 
Fructidor, was forced to produce the account of their 
Teceipts, both in paper and ſpecie, where the patriotic 
loan, which was ftated to have been half filled up, 


only amounted to 960,000 livres (38,000/. ſterling). 


Hereupon it is to be obſerved, 1ft, That one half of 


this vaſt ſum, advanced in the ſpace of eight months, 


was paid in effects of little or no value; that is, in 
national effects. 2d, That the other half paid in 


W * 5 — Fa * —— 1 td. 


To entice monied men to lend, they were permitted to pay half 
the amount ſabſcribed in in/criþtions, which however did not prevent 
the government from inſerting the following article in all the public 
prints: The commercial deputies have already offered. the fum of 


_ twenty-five millions, and have, on this occaſion, ſhown a difentere/t+ 


edneſs characteriſtic 6f their 1 and their grobity. Even at a 
time when the rate of intereſt is raiſed fo high by ſtock-jSbbing and 
immorality, the intereſt of the twenty-five millions advanced to the 
government has been fixed without the leaſt oppoſition on the part 
of the lenders at five fer cent. per annum.“ | 

If there was no tion on their part, this aroſe from theſe mer- 
chants having ered what the Directory previouſly engaged not to 
exa# : but in yain did the latter endeavour to ſtimulate, the nation at 
large to imitate this generous example; in vain did they proclaim to 
their rivals, that the loan would be filled uh, becauſe the Great Nation 
" execute every. thing they- reſolve an: in vain did Lauſſat ſay, when this 
was the ſubject of deliberation, that. hn of this kind are Suddenly Bled, 
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money chiefly confifted of the plunder of orphans; 
for the Councils ſoubd theſe inveſtments fo ſolid, that 


* 1 de... Mo. 


and do not admit of calculation. The; capitaliſts aud manied meu calcu- 
"lated the chances ſo accurately, that the tweuty - five millions offered aud 
advanced were, in fact, reduced to ſomething leſs than half a mil- 
lion, of which above, half was furnified by geuerous guardians, who 
gave a proof of their d;/fnterefetur/fs; their /ratriotiſm, and their ro- 
\bity, by delivering up the property ;of their wards. - | | 
The debates to which this loan gave birth, in the month of January 
1598, well deſerve conſideration. Then it was that Monnot ſhowed 
the neceſſity of embracing the offer of this loan, in order to termingaye 
the war by the invaſion of the THREE hanghty in,, and to prove, 
by the rapidity with M hich it would be filled up, that the confidence 
of the Great Nation in their repreſentatives is ere and e But 
v hat gave him moſt uncaſineſs was, not ſo much the difficulty of find- 
ing the forty millions to be very freedely advanced, which the Directory 
were deſirous. of borrowing, but the fear teſtified by the lenders, of 
deing ſome day treated in the ſame manner as thoſe who had advanced 
money to the monarchical government. Periſh the man,“ ex- 
claimed, this moraliſt, who ,ſhall- firſt dare to make the propoſal af 
infringing ſo ſacred an engagement! *Certainly it will not come from 
a repreſentative. of the people ; but whoſoever he may be, I devote 
him to the execration of poſterity.” 
Tuis invocation was repeated with a holy fervour by the ſame re- 
fireſentatives, of the, people, who but: nine decades before had made. a 
*bonfire on the altar of the country of two thirds of their public 
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they ſhould be . brought bach to the old; ſyſtem, of the corrupt 
governments. Such were the apprehenfions that Lauſſat exerted 

- Finſetf to diſpel in a ſpeech, the principles of which will appear 
more accurate than the concluſion: „it would doubtleſs be a 
ſtrange illuſion for a moinent to imagine, that the firſt govern- 
ment in the world can, from this time forward, for ever renounce 

- the ſyſtem of loans. It would be ſaying that they, will aaianalkæe 
(eonfiſcate) and ſell one: fourth of the territorial property of their 
-loil, whenever they undertakena war of any ſrrious importance, 
or that they will be for ever maſters af the time, extent; and dura - 
tion of their attacks and their defences, according to their conve- 
nience and reſources. Let us no longer deſer acknowledging, that 
public credit is, in the ordinary courſe of events, one of thẽè maſt 
neceſſary, and eſſential elements that ſupport che five or ſix principal 
powers who conumand the fate of Europe. Let us then begin to 
+= ang for. reviving. that of France | againſt ſome future period. 

t nation in the world ought to look forward to obtaining, to 
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they abrogated the old law which forbade guardians 
from ſpeculating with the property. of their wards. 
3d, That the committee of finances, in the midſt of 
their urgent neceſſities, have offered and procured a 
decree for refunding in ſpecie and on demand, to every 
ſubſeriber who ſhould require it, all the monies re- 
ceived in /þeete. Such an unexpected reſtitution cannot 
be accounted ſor but by the trifling amount of thoſe 
fums, and becauſe the government were in haſte to 
be poſſeſſed of the revenues of the poſt- office, which 


nad been previouſly aſſigned in pledge to the lenders, 


independently of an aliquot proportion of the plun- 


der to be made in conſequence of future victories on the 


cox TIR ENT of England. ren 
It is nevertheleſs a fact, that, even ſince that pe- 


- 


"riod, Arnould has again talked of Hans and of credit, 


repreſenting the latter as an unexplored mine which 
the DireQory might work with the greateſt ſucceſs : 
but it is not at home; it is in foreign countries he pro- 
poſes to work the mine. In this grand diſcovery, 
however, Tarbẽ and Echaſſẽriaux had long fince 
anticipated him. When the revolutionary ſpirit,” 
ſaid the former, * ferments in other ſtates on the con- 


. * þ ” P Py 1 
tinent, where can the monied man inveſt his money 


* 6%, £64608 * — — — 


eſtabliſning, to preſerving, and to augmenting their credit with 
greater facility and frompritude ? Public credit is a matter of indiffer- 
ence in the iuſurrections of liberty againſt tyranny. Money is not 
the nerve of this ſpecies of war. In them, public credit 2 

to 


enthuſiaſm and indignation. When a nation are giving eff: 


deep · felt reſentment, and organizing their irreſiſtible vengeance 
' againſt the crimes, the injuries, and the inſults of a rival, a * ; 
-» fidious and a hoſtile government, we no longer aſk, How all we 


employ our ſavings? but we ſay, Till the enemy is vanquiſhed, no /avings 
3 no indefiendence, no 3 can exiſt. The foan for the expe- 


dition againſt England will be rapidly filled, and after that another,” 
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ſo ſecurely as in a country whoſe revolution is ver- 
minated ?2”—** We perceive” ſaid the latter to 
what an elevation of proſperity France muſt' riſe; by 
the nature of things, and by her own ſtreugth, if, 
through the conſolidation of her government, not 
only her own capitals ſhould return, but thoſe 
of ſurrounding nations, then in a ſlate of revolution, 
flow into her lap.” But hat may be ſtill more 
eaſily perceived in this picture is; that th productive- 
neſs of this rich mine entirely depends on the poſſi- 
bility of terminating the revolution at home, and 
cauſing it to ferment abroad. "As theſe two great 
events, however, are intimately connected together, 
as their progreſs ſeems to be the inverſe of the Hopes 
entertained by the financiers of France, and as tlie 
decree of bankruptcy has irrecoverably robbed tien 
of the expedient of loans, they reproach themſelves 
with a kind of bitter rage for. having for a moment. 
believed this decree would enable the republit to re- 
gain that rank in the general opinion to which "ou cant. 
parative ftrengil would entitle ler. other + 
It is very curious to obſerve the Saſk Gltha 1 
which, in their late debates, they have dilated on the 
invaluable advantages of public credit, and this but a 
few months after having ſanctioned the diſgraceful 
act which has given it a mortal ſtab. I have alteady 
quoted ſome parts of the enlightened diſcourſ@read 
by Bailleul, to which I cannot too often dug or 
make too generally Known. ah a 310 
The true cauſe of the firaits we now epd 


is the ceſſation of credit. Credit is a beneficent dew . 
which fertilizes every thing that can attract it; but 
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ĩt is dilipated by the ſlighteſt fear, and then leaves 
the Jarrounding atmoſphere parched and barren to 
him who has violated the laws that govern it. His 
calamities will then be proportioned to the variety 
af his connexions. If the. violator be a private in- 


adlixidual, he involves in his ruin all thoſe. who are di- 


reel or indirectly connected with him: but if they 


are infringed by a government, all. the. fortunes in the 


oguntry are affected; and unleſs the evil is ſpeedily 
repaired, the fate advances avith rapidity on the career 
F ils deſfrudtion. We leave to minute obſervers. to 
determine how far diſtant theſe evils may yet be; 
4he; maſt; dangerous effacts of Which would be that 


ol rendering the citizens unjuſt. They would accuſe 


the government, whoſe dignity would thereby be com- 


p miſed, and its ſituation would; become the more 


eritical, becauſe, though actuated hy the pureſt and 


maſt paternal views, yet being + conſtantly; haraſſod 


with the moſt urgent neceſſities, they would ſeem. to 
be in a manner placed in oppoſition. with the people, 
who look to them for their proſperity and their 


bappineſs. Robbed of their tranquillity, and of 
that peace of mind Which is the offspring of con- 
fidenee | and credit, .' the creditor; becomes impa- 


tient, and the debtor has neither liberty nor repoſe ; 


or his neceſſities ate ever on the watch to devour 


his moſt abundant receipts, nor can his moſt rapid 
returns keep pace with the urgency, of; his demands. 


It is a deplorable fact, that while Pruſſia borrows at 


ſour per cent. while the funds of England yield fix 
Per cent. while in Germany the contracts which were 


at five pen aut. ks been renewed at the reduced in- 
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tereſt of four per cent. it is no Jeſs certain, money can 
not be procured in the republic at leſs than twenty 
or twenty-five per cent. per annum; and that the 
market-price of land falls in proportion to this alarm- 

ing increaſe of intereſt, which is, however, now 
grown quite familiar, Credit is the thermometer of 
the happineſs of the people, and of the glory of na- 


tions. After we have been ſo victorious in the field; 
ſhall we ſuffer ourſelves to be vanquiſhed merely 
through the effects of the want of credit? Is ſuch a 


conqueſt beyond the bounds of poſſibility ?” 'S 
A deputy, till then but little known, could no 
longer contain his indignation, at hearing ſuch a man 
as Bailleul borrowing the language of virtue, thus 
to declaim in favour of morality, and recommend a 
juſt reſpect for property; weep over the loſs of confi- 
dence, and conclude this brilliant diſplay of principles 
of juſtice, by conjuring the repreſentatives of France 
to act in ſuch a manner, that an unfortunate individual 
might in vain be looked for throug hout the republic. 
Rouchon (for that was the name of this new anta- 
goniſt, who thus engaged the hypocrite Bailleul) over- 
threw him by a recapitulation of the moſt flagrant 
political breaches of faith, of which the latter boaſts 
to have been the principal author, and under which, 
in reality, the national credit had ſunk. 
The public credit,” ſaid he, to thoſe who had 
applauded Bailleul, that credit of which ſo much 
has been now ſaid, is no other than a ſtate of confi- 
dence, which preſuppoſes many other correlative cir- 
cumſtances. It demands conſtancy in our ſyſtems; 
Sgt, 
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( 338 ) 
a ſtable government, whoſe proceedings are regular 
and certain; and above all, a political law, from 
which we can never ſwerve, under the daily pretext 
of ſaving the country. But where does this credit exiſt, 
where can it be found, if property is not held ſacred; 


if that of every citizen may be ſeized by calling him 


one day an arifocrat, the next a ſederaliſ, ahd the 
third an ararchyft ; or if public. characters are not 
ſtable z if individual liberty is not inviolable; if one 
man trembles before another, and no longer trembles 
before the law? When revolutionary meaſures are 
every thing, and. the conftitution nothing, liberty ex- 
iſts no more, and ſlavery and terror univerſally pre- 
vail from the higheſt to the loweſt authority *.“ 
Here the ſpeaker began to appeal, in ſupport of his 


aſſertions, to the proſcriptions of the 18th Fructidor: 


on which Bailleul, who was the great promoter of 
them, becoming furious at ſeeing the maſk thus ſo 
completely torn from him, ruſhed to the. tribune to 
drive away Rouchon, crying out à Þ Abbaye! d Ab. 
baye! (To priſon! to priſon !) His opponent, how- 


ever, was not intimidated by the clamours of the aſ- 


ſembly: but the concluſion of this gladiatorial ſcene 
has no direct connexion with public credit, and I 
have already ſaid enough to convince any impartial 


reader, that the expedient of loans cannot for a long 
N of AVE be recurred to and tho French nadie Þ+. 
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See the Nibdhcer of the roth November 1798, No. o. 
Lecouteulx devoted ſeveral pages to proving, that ar fre/en! 
lic credit is mot fi ffcient] D  Hfablified | to wn EE Meng a . wit by 
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VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS. 


The natural ſubſtitute for loans is that of patriotic 
gifts,” which in time of danger the republic has a 
right to expect from its citizens. But its founders 
have 6 completely abandoned every hope of this na- 
ture, that this was the firſt object declared by La- 
croix to Lord Malmeſbury, on his arrival at Paris. 


We are no longer in revolutionary times, my Lord, 


ſaid the miniſter; © we can no longer induce the 
citizens to open ſheir purſes, and empty them into the na- 
tional treaſury, or to deprive themſelves of neceſſaries 
for the public good.“ It is true, that a little while 
aſter, to convince the Engliſh they had been duped 
by this falſe diplomatic confidence, and that the 
power of enthuſiaſm has no limits in France, the 
Council of Five Hundred made a general appeal to 
the republicans to open their purſes, and voluntarily 
contribute to the expenſes of the expedition againſt 
the TUREE havghty ISLANDS. It is alſo true, that each 
patriot being permitted to make a ſpeech when he 


preſented his mite, the hall of the ſenate was not 


empty during ſeveral decades : but theſe ſpeeches, al- 
though very warlike, moſtly concluded, like that of the 
inhabitants of the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, by la- 


menting the ſmall amount of the facrifices they ac- 


companied, and aſſuring the conſcript fathers that theſe 
would have been more worthy of the Great Nation, had 
their abilities been equal to their zeal and their "I tad 
the 28 1157 f 
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( 340 ) | 
be clerks or officers under government who had 
been ſo long unpaid, were thoſe who chiefly diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by the magnificence of their vo- 
luntary ſubſcriptions ; but Le Brun having learned 
that they were extorted from them by the fear of laſing 
their places, emphatically proteſted againſt this mode 
of colleftion in violation of all rule and decency. He 
repreſented, that it was ill becoming a generous and 
free nation; and quoted the following fact, which 
deſerves to be commemorated as an hiſtorical monu- 
ment of what are called the halcyon days of the 
French revolution: The Conſtituent Aſſembly 
opened a regiſter for patriotic gifts, Mere imaginary 
donations! The debtor gave what was not his own, the 
houſe, the annuity, that belonged to his creditors or 
his children.—Let us not,” continued this ſpeaker, 
« open for the ſtate the poor-boxes, that ought to 
be appropriated to the ſupport of miſery and indi- 
gence.” He even declared, that he was * afraid the 
"enumeration and the inſignifcant amount of theſe trifling 
alms would too clearly demonſtrate the weak attach- 
ment of the citizens.” Le Brun had fo much reaſon 
to fear this, that, a few decades after, Riou came to 
the Council, boiling with indignation, to denounce the 
treaſury, where he had juſt been told, that the produce 
_ of the patriolic gifts did not exceed $1xTY-FIVE THOU- 
SAND LIVRES.—This is not, and cannot be true, added 
he; for within theſe very walls two hundred thouſand 
livres have been DEeOS8ITED. Riou, however, was miſ- 
taken; they had not been actually depoſited on the 
altar of their country, but merely enrofted in the 
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national bulletin ; and whoever examines what was 
there ſo oſtentatiouſſy diſplayed , will be aſtoniſhed 


A female citizen, who repreſented herſelf as flaring but few 
the favours of fortune, was one of the firſt who obtained honourable 
mention for a donation of forty ſous (one ſhilling and eight-pence 
ſterling), which ſhe depoſited in ſpecie on the = of her country, 
and adviſed every Frenchman to do the ſame. 

A Lyoneſe procured the fame civic honour, by taking advanta 
of hits own imprudence in purchaſing a far/onage, and avoided 
riſks attendant on ſuch a ſpeculation by employing it as a donation to 
his country; having learnt from a meſſage of te Directory, that the 
purchaſer of parſonages were marked cut for the poniard, eſpecially 
at Lyons. 

To ſhow, at the ſame time, their animoſity againſt Great 2 
and their contempt 4 prejudice, the coopers . Marſeilles reſolv 
to devote Sunday the 28th January to labour, and promiſed to 
pay the produce into the national treaſury for the deffrudtion of the 
Engliſh government. 7 

A ſtockholder uſly ſacrificed his claim upon the fate two 
months after the decree of bankruptcy had ſwept it away. 

The ex-general C. Valence, who had emigrated from France, and was 
ſent away Fea England, was determined not to loſe the o unity 
of offering his contingent of hatred againſt the enemies ir, is coun- 
try. The Moniteur of the 12th February 1798 ſtates, that he went 
before the French conſul at Hamburg, and entered into an engage- 
ment to pay to the national treaſury, whenever the juſtice HE DAILY 
EXPECTED /hould be rendered him, one tenth of what was due to him 
for the years 11. 111. 1v. and v. of the refeublican era.” 

The officers of the ſtaff on board the Henreux © lamented that 
they could not devote part of their ſalaries to their country, becauſe 
they had not been paid.” T7 
e Moniteur of the 23d March relates another inſtance; the 
per of which exceeds all thoſe hitherto recited :: © A ſecretary 
ving proclaimed the patriotic gifts, Citizen Ortion, a, clerk: to the 
Tegiſter-office, offered a donation of the ſum deducted from his fa- 
lary by the treaſury for three ells of cloth, which he was to have 
received, but which were not delivered. Honourable mention.” 

In the ſame manner ſome Iriſhmen were recompenſed, who came 
to preſent the filial homage HA the harps of Erin; and alſo two authors, 
till then unknown, who addreſſed a poem to the Councils, entitled, 
War again England, and a drama, called, The Deſcent on England, 
a Prophecy in two Aeta, in Profe. | | 

Such were the fruits of what was called the generous inp of the 
Great Nation and after this enumeration we may eaſily judge whe- 
ther Le Brun had reaſon to fear, 4 that the trifling produce of theſe 
infienificant alms ſhould give too accurate an idea of the weak attach- 
ment of the citizens,” | | | 
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to find in the accounts, furniſhed by the treaſury, that 
the grand total of theſe donations amounted to 273,607 
Iivres, ten ſous, and ſeven deniers, which is within a 
trifle of the ſame amount that was given by a fingle 
commercial - houſe in one of the country towns of 


England, as a voluntary contribution in the very ſame 


year “. 


TAXES ON LUXURY. 


Many ſpeculators ſtill imagine, that although the 
Directory cannot obtain ſuccours from the rich by 
perſuaſion, they will be able to extort a part of their 
ſuperfluity by means of taxes, which they will be 
forced to pay, or renounce their luxuries altogether. 
In fat, they have been menaced with this already; 
and the new committee of finances entertain ſo high 
an idea. of the produce of | ſuch a meaſure, that they 
had announced, as a matter of certamty, the raifing 
forty-five millions merely by an additional tax on 
carriages, horſes, ſervants, coach- gate ways, balco- 


nies; windows, &c. 
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hed — —— — — 


Many had imagined, that on being thus invited o make a grand 
ag of their reſources, they would have given far more ſtriking 
proofs of their hatred againſt Great Britain, and made preparations 
more {ſuited to the magnitude of the indemnities they hoped to derive 
from that conqueſt. The Deputy Bonnaire, on this occafion, ob- 
ſerved, that every one was inquiring,” where was the enthuſiaſm fled 
that had given birth tothe republic? right it not have been ſaid iu 
reply, that this enthuſiaſm had vaniſhed with the aſſignat plate, 
which fo richly and ſo long rewarded the miniſters and ſupporters 
of the new ſyſtem? 
* Robert Peel, "Eſq. of Bury in Lancaſhire, ſubſcribed 10,000, 
ſterling; ' When a ſingle individual gives fuch examples of public 
tpirit, we cannot be ſurpriſed that the voluntary ſubſcriptions, which 
c. Pitt eſtimated at only a million and a half, produced near tua 


millions. 


e 
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It is certain they have carried their boaſts to this 
extent; but beſides that theſe forty-five millions 
would ſupply but a very ſmall part of the deficit, 
what ſucceſs can be expected from this experiment, 
after the report which cauſed the famous tax of u- 
manity to be immediately rejected? This tax differed 
but in name from that now impoſed, and would 
even have been only one fourth as heavy, as it was 
not intended to levy more than ten or twelve mil- 
lions; and, in ſhort, the baſis of the tax was already 
prepared, it being only in agitation to augment the 
ſumptuary tax fifty per cent. The reporter, in the 
Council of Elders, entered into the moſt circumſtan- 

tial details, to ſhow that in the preſent flate of af- 
fairs every tax on luxury would be a mere vifion in 
finance. After having laid it down as a fact, that 
the ſumptuary tax, which was expected to produce 
twenty millions, and which it was intended to extend 
to thirty, would only produce 400,000 livres in tie 
capital, and not above two millions in the depart- 
ments, he added, Luxury, either apparent or real; 
is now ſo much diminiſhed, partly by neceſſury eco- 
nomy, and partly by that dictated by good ſenſe and 
wiſdom, that, Paris excepted, it may be doubted - 
whether there are two hundred carriages throughout 
the republic. In Dijon there were formerly eighty, 
which are now reduced to a couple of whiſkeys; and 
in Rouen, where formerly 300 carriages were kept, 
there is now only one. As to ſervants, wages are ſo 
high, and the number of thoſe who devote themſelves 
to this mode of liſe is happily ſa much reduced, that 
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theſe two circumſtances alone are ſufficient to prevent 
employing more ſervants than are abſolutely neceſſary 
for the buſineſs of a family“ .“ 

Lecouteulx, who was the author of this report, 
took particular care to confirm it by the authority 
of thoſe who were employing themſelves in organizing 
the ſumptuary tax. But even this was unneceſſary ; 
for. the facts he had ſtated were ſo well known to 
molt of his colleagues, that they unanimouſly re- 
jected the tax of h ꝛanity; and the Directory gained 
nothing by their meſſage, but the ſname of the pal- 
pable impoſtures they had employed to cauſe it to be 
unanimouſly adopted by the Council of Five Hun- 
dred . But, on a cloſer inveſtigation, they were at 
length ſo well convinced of the impoſſibility of raiſing 
the ſumptuary tax from twenty to thirty millions, that 
they have reſolved to diminiſh it to a million and a half. 
And pet, that they might not be diſappointed in ſo 
n mor r 


, See the Moniteur of the 12th February 1798. 
I In order to obtain this nnani 


2 


* "OR 


imity, the Directory ſent a meſſage 
to the Council of Five Hundred, in which they declared, that 
the Britiſh miniſter had condemned in @ maſs all the French pri- 
ſoners, to the number of 25,000, to be farved to death.” But as 
the Council ſeemed to entertain ſome doubts of the reality of this 
horrid ſentence, Riou drew a letter from his pocket, as if by chance, 
which he faid he had received from one of theſe priſoners, who 
ated, that the dune carcaſs of a dog that had been found 
was contended for with knives; and that the Engliſh government 
having granted the ſurgeons a guinea for limb they cut off from 
the republicans, this premium had induced thoſe wretches to mutilate 
all the French that had the misfortune to fall into their hands.” 
Theſe circumſtantial particulars having removed all doubts, Villers 
ventured to add, that he Engliſ government carried their atrocity fo far 
as to Moor the hriſeners en maſſe in their dungeons, and then haſtened to 
take advantage of the impreffion this azrocity made on the feeling 
hearts of his colleagues, to bring forward the plan of the new tax, 
which he emblazoned with the ſplendid title of the tar f humanity. 


( 3465 ) 


moderate an expectation, they have been obliged to 
include female ſervants *, 

Incredible as it may appear, it was but a few weeks 
after they had recogniſed the neceſſity of this immenſe 
reduction, that the two Councils again directed their 
attention to taxing-luxuries without pity, and invented 
and adopted the tax on balconies and windows, of 
which the produce was eſtimated at twenty-five mil- 
lons in their ſpeculative view of 1 * receipts 
for the current year. 

We ought then by no means to loſe ſight of the 


ſacts ſo preciſely laid down by Lecouteulx, whenever 


we hear of the colaſſal fortunes raiſed during the re- 
volution, and which L. Buonaparte wiſhes to ſee 
Aiſgorged into the public treaſury. He forgets; that 
the newly- acquired fortunes have already been ſe- 
verely taxed by the depreciation and annihilation of 
paper ; for moſt of thoſe who, three years ago, thought 
themſelves millionaries, becauſe they had amaſſed, 
perhaps, three millions in paper, have ultimately 


found their fortunes reduced to one thouſand liores in 
ſpecie, when the aſſignats were called in at the rate 


of 3ooo livres for one. The calculation is eafily 
made, and explains the following paſſage already 
quoted from the report delivered by Laporte: * An 
aſſeſſment of from 6,000 to 10,000 livres has often 


PR mt a. 
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* Sainthorent, on whoſe report this ads was ZE! on the 


16th November, had' the, effrontery to r 8 this new fiſcal ex- 
action as purely political and moral: The object of our inſtitu- 
tions,” ſaid he, © will ever be to reſcne men from the debating con- 
dition of ſervants in the towns, and ro leave houſehold cares in the hands 
/ women,” 

To lay a tax on female ſervants is a ſtrange 1 
hold cares in the hands of women ! 
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brought the bailiff and his runners into a houſe where 
he has only found an old truckle-bed in lieu of the 
rich furniture, the luxury, and the magnificence that 
prevailed in the year v.“ It is evident, that theſe 
old truckle-beds, being unaccompanied with furni- 
ture, the aſſeſſments which appeared moderate at 
the beginning of 1796, have become extravagant to- 
wards the end of 1798 *. 2 | 

Theſe facts prove, that notwithſtanding the legit: 
lators of France proclaim that the ofentatious diſplay 
of luxury at Paris chullenges taxation, yet this luxury 
is not that of opulence, nor is it ſuch as can be within 
the reach of the bailiffs and their runners, by means 
of any truly productive taxes; that Saint-Aubin's 
obſervation was very juſt when he ſaid, they ought at 
leaſt to be called taxes on miſery; and that if the repub- 
lian government has no other reſources for procuring 
the additional milliard they ſtand in need of, than the 
ſumptuary taxes propoſed, this government is irrevo- 
cably condemned, like the ancient monarchy, to fall 
a victim to the deficit and the diſorder of the finances. 


8 


— — _ 4 — — 


This ſubject has been very judiciouſly treated by Lecouteulx in a 
blication, wherein he obſerves, © that extravagant afſeffinents had 
been laid; that theſe had excited univerſal complaints; and that to 
continue them as they were, was the ſureſt means not to have them 
paid, even by thoſe who were not overcharged, but who would 
take advantage of the juſt complaints of their neighbours. “““ 
1 inſiſted alſo on the abſurdity of expecting any taxes on luxury 
to be productive; and foretold, that this ſyſtem, thick" has now '/o 
many \ partiſans in France, will be as STERILE, in its effedts as it was 
ARBITRARY I its execution. ; * 
-  Baillenl went farther, as appears by the following paſſage of his 
eport of the 8th Auguſt : We ought ſtrongly. to impreſs our 
minds with the following remark of a celebrated author: If, in 
fuch circumſtances, you decree new taxes without previous meaſures 
to enſure that every one who is liable ſhall be enabled to pay, 7 :5 
like futting a dumb man to the torture to induce him to confeſs,” | 


* 
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Haix thus taken a ſurvey of the five reſources 
on which the financiers of France have relied for 
doing away their immenſe deficit, let us contemplate 
for a moment the phenomenon of popular revolutions: 
let us reflect, that the revolution of France was un- 
dertaken to remedy a deficit of fifty or ſixty millions 
and that Dedelay, perceiving it increaſed by the firſt 


decrees of the Conſtituent Aſſembly, which they 
emblazoned with the title of reforms, gave them the 
following advice on the 7th January 1791: Two 


years of labour will only end in convincing Europe 
more and more, that our finances ever have been, 
and ever will continue to be, the rock on which our 


power and proſperity will be wrecked |. What! we 


have been called together to fill up a deficit of fifty 
or ſixty millions, and ſhall all our reforms end in 
increaſing it to 102 millions? — This will be giving 
the enemies of the revolution reaſon to imagine, that, 
being unable to create, we have been-indifereet enough 
to deftroy.” 

This prophetic language is the more ET PAY 
as it was pronounced by a man who is ſtill a deputy, 
and has ſucceſſively occupied a ſeat in eyery one of 
thoſe aſſemblies which have completed the defrudion 


of every thing while promifing to create every thing 


anew ; which, by means of paper circulation, have 
diſcovered the double ſecret of infinitely increaſing 
both the expenditure and the deficit ; and which dare 


Kill to repeat to the people, that their re/ources to 
cover 1t are entire. 
How many pangs does not the mind 3 


when we caſt our view over the paſt, and compare 
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it with the preſent! Who but would ſhudder at tlie 
dreadful exhauſtion brought on by the uſurpers of 
that fine country, if that very ſtate of exhauſtion 
did not afford all the nations whom France has plun- 
dered a certainty of recovering their domains, their 
independence, and their honour, as ſoon as they ſhall 
make ſuch efforts as are ITY to this treble - 
achievement ? 

But if, with a neee chat has already endan- 
gered our finking again into barbariſm, they ſuffer 
themſelves once more to be impoſed on by that aſ- 
ſembly of maniacs,” who are ſtill crying out, that 
they bave the means of ſupporting all the extraordinary 
expenſes of many more campaigns ; that the diſorder of 
the finances is perhaps 1% fatal to France than to her 
enemies, who ought to be alarmed whenever they 
hear of the obſtacles that impede her reſources :—to 
theſe bouſts I ſhall oppoſe the cries of alarm which 
the regidides,, from time to time, ſuffer to eſcape 
them in their lawleſs aſſemblies ; where they confeſs, 
that the wheels of the machine are on the point of ftop- 
ping, and that they threaten the moſt fatal diſorder &. 
It is particularly in their late debates that the pre- 
ſentiments they themſelves entertain of this inevitable 
cataſirophe tranſpire. It is there they conſtantly re- 
peat, that a violent criſis is preparing Þ ; that the de- 
Reit has become a gulf that will fallow up the re- 
public 4 3 that heir ſafety depends on the certainty of 
filling it upy; that this muſt be accompliſhed, or « 
red Seinen. will ſpeedily take 2 through the diſorder of 


— 


9 N ai 4 Fabra i 2 The meſſage of the 
Directory. 9 Ramel, miniſter of finances. 
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the finances *; that it was, in fa, the finances that 
annihilated the monarchy, and not the declamations of 
the philoſophers ; that all the meaſures of finance 


hitherto adopted have been mere palliatives, and have 


only covered a volcano, of which the exploſion will 
thence become more dreadful ꝓ: in ſhort, that the dan- 
ger is imminent, and that the fituation of the republic, 
in regard 10 the finances, is ſo precarious, and ſur- 
rounded with ſo many rocks, that it ought to frite 
terror into every one who reſlecis upon the ſubject &. 

As Arnould is eſteemed one of the deputies who is 
the beft qualified to reflect on this ſubject ||, we thall 


Fabre. + Baraillon. t Duflos. 

Legendre, on the ʒth October 1798. 

The man beſt qualified to refe# on this ſubject throughout 
France was undoubtedly General Monteſquiou, who, before his 
death, publiſhed a kind of political teſtament, concluding with 
theſe words: If it were precipitately attempted to make uſe of 
credit before it has been erected by the only means which can give 
it birth; or if, under the falſe pretext of national dignity, we en- 
gage in expenſes that will exact from the people facrifices above 
their ſtrength; I will venture to declare to the arbiters of our deſtiny, 
that THE REPUBLIC WILL BE DESTROYED for ever.” 

Another French general, leſs converſant with this ſubje&, but 
whom no one will deny to poſſeſs great perſpicacity, publiſhed, in 
September 1798, a work, wherein he declared, © that the diſorder of 
the finances is at its height; and that, in this reſpect, France is at 


her laft fuk.” This diſcovery of Dumouriez would have been more 


meritorious had it been leſs tardy, or had he perceived its truth, when 

under his auſpices a general war was fo readily undertaken, which 
could not but bring on the ruin of their paper circulation, and 
-which they are now reduced to carry on without either fictitious or 
real reſources. However this may be, that general is now of the 
fame opinion as thoſe who declare, that the republic will fall a victim 
to the deficit: The greateſt of its dangers,” fays he, and that 
which will inevitably produce a deciſive revolution, tough we do not 
yet FORESEE exactly in favour of which party, is the 1&&&MEDIABLE 
diforder of the finances.” 

I only differ with this writer in thinking it eaſy to forgſee, that this 
deciſive revolution will in the end be fatal to the ſyſtem af equality, 
which promotes to public offices a claſs of men who cannot ſubſiſt 

without falaries ; wt that it will be favorable to that ſyſtem of go- 
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| body, and the Hoy of the troops. Then will the whole 
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_ rohclude this chapter with the refections he preſented 


in his report of the 26th Auguſt 1798 : “ The de- 
luge of paper,” ſaid he, © once the main ſpring of 
our independence, is become the principle of our 
preſent languor.— We cannot get rid of this dilem- 
ma ; either we muſt not order the expenditure of 
600 millions, or we muſt affign funds for their diſ- 


charge. From our punctuality in fulfilling this part 


of our commiſſion, or the contrary, muſt ariſe, and 
that perhaps peedy, the bleſſings or the deſpair of the 
nation. We have endeavoured, by every where 
forcing nature, that our annual revenue, which has 
decreaſed by accident, on the ancient territory of France, 
ſhould ſupport all the expenſes of our happy and 


memorable achievements.—ls it not contrary to every 


prineiple of ſelf-prefervation in a people to perſevere 
with obſtinacy, and without method or difcretion, in 


taking from their annual revenue ſuch enormous and 


extraordinary expenſes, ſo that we might eaſily calou- 
late the period when, if the war continues, the whole 
expenditure ci exceed ihe value of the' annual produce 
France? 


** — " WR 4 
* — — ” 


vernment which confides the internal adniiniſtration of the country 
exclufively to men of landed property. 

But what is ſtill difficult to fore/ee, is the preciſe period when this 
decifive revolution will take place. Perhaps it will not burſt forth 
till the receipts no longer ſuffice for the in emnities of the . neg 

ium of 


their privations fall on that government of uſurpers, which will 


learn, by dear-bought experience, 


— Non ee ducis flriftos fed militis enſes. Lvcax. 


It might even be faid, that they have already a preſentiment of this 
event; for in their meſſage of diſtreſs of the 3d October, they re, 
mind the two Councils, that “ the conſtitutional 1NDEMNITIES 


could not be infringed without very /erious inconveniences ; and that 


the pay of the troops is a ſacred debt. 
SAL. | 5 / 
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This is the trueſt declaration that has been made 
in the two Councils; nor. do I differ with this re- 
porter, except in thinking it ea to calculate that the 
period. which he announced as fpeedily approaching is 
already arrived. The calculation ſeems to me ſo 
clear at this day, that I would venture to defy them 
'to levy in taxes, for the preſent year, on their ex- 
hauſted nation, one third of all the ſums they flatter 
themſelves with obtaining, and which are repreſented 
as indiſpenſably neceſſary to prevent a revolution from 
being brought on by the diſorder of the finances. 

But I here ſoreſec an objection which many en- 
lightened men will adduce, and which is far more 
difficult to rebut than any of thoſe which I flatter 
myſelf 1 have ſufficiently anſwered. ** You. need 
not,” they will ſay, thus inliſt:on the examination 
of their regular reſources, when the object of inquiry 

a government wholly irregular in all its ſteps, 
and that has accuſtomed its ſubjects no longer to 
contemplate any thing as their own. In lieu of talk- 
ing of taxes.and loans, ſhow us that forced loans and 
requiſitions in kind, and even the confiſcation of real 
property, can no longer be practiſed. Show us the 
limits of the patient endurance of the people. — 
They are become flrangers even lo their own ſufferings. - 
The republic has' exiſted, and ftull exiſts, in ſpite of the de- 
cit. It is from her poverty and diforder, that her own 
greatneſs and the fall of her neighbours has ariſen. 
Thus will they proceed as they have begun, and the paſt 
become a * for the future “. What care the Di- 
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+ reQory for the diminution of the enjoyments of their 


ſlaves, ſince they have organized a numerous ſol- 
diery, whoſe pay is collected at the point of the 
ſword ? As long as the foil will produce crops ſuffi- 
cient to feed the people and the ſoldiers, nothing will 
be wanting to their leaders—who ſeize upon their laſt 
reſources with the arm of deſpotiſm and the forms of li- 
berty. If the circulating medium diſappear, they faſten 
directly, by means of requiſitions, on the oljects repreſented 
by it. If promiſes are needful, they are given in 
profuſion : if it is neceſſary theſe ſhould be broken, they 
are violated and forgotten*. As long as a ſheaf of corn, 
or @ truſs of hay, ſhall remain in the granaries of the 


farmers, theſe tyrants will ſeize it for themſelves . If 


the ſurplus of the fruits of the earth be inſufficient 
for them, they will ſeize the ſoil itſelf, and, ſecure in 
their impunity, amidſt a people whom they have 
plunged\into the moſt abjea wretchedneſs, they only 
ſuffer the reſervoir of the public treaſure to be ex- 
hauſted, merely becauſe they confider themſelves 
certain of again filling it by new crimes whenever 
neceſſity ſhall urge them. There is not one of their 


1 ry * a 


* M. Necker. | 

+ Although I here quote theſe words from a former work of 
M, Mallet Dupan, and endeavour to ſhow that this opinion, which 
might be well founded at the beginning of the reign of terror, is no 


longer applicable to the preſent circumſtances of France, I ac- 


knowledge, that no writer has ſo well diſcovered the ſources of the 
dangers with which France at this day threatens all the nations of 
Europe. It is to PLUNDER them, he has lately faid, that fie revolu- 
nini ger them. I is that ie may $UBSIST HERSELF, that fhe folunder:s 
them, This is the true ſtatement» reduced to its moſt ſimple terms, 
and this is the text of the voluminous work I am here offering to 
the public; of which the only object is to prove this-grand truth by 
a ſeries of facts, which, though little known, are inconteſtably eſta- 
bulked. | | "2M 
| I 


( 353 ) 


acts, or of their debates, in which we do not read 
this dreadful maxim: Mrarium ſi ambittone exhauſert- 
mus, per ſcelera ſupplendum erit. | 

1 ſhall not be accuſed of ſtating theſe objections 
feebly; I will now endeavour to reply to them. 


'T 
2 
4 
1 [ 
Aa 
W 
7 
+ 


k 

4 

[ 

i 
x 

| 


PIX — — 


_ 


— - — ũVuFᷣ—b— — — — 


— — 


1 . — 
— — 


8 ” * 
— —— 


— — — r — — 
e 5 N * 


2 


BY Rs —— 2 on * r 


rr TT Or om oro 5,” IPO ——_ rg 
CO — ———— ˙ — — 88 0 „ * * 92 * 


— 
— — 
— — — 


n 
— — 
—y 


= - - - > m— CT 
= LOS DAE — 
E ; ä 


— 


E 
— — . er — — 


Hundred. any offence at this deſcriptive expreſſion, 


( 354 ) 


1 | ? CHAPTER Oe 


The Impoſſbility of the French Government recurring to 
_ Confiſeations, Requiſitions, and forced Loans." The 
revolutionary Reſources are exhauſted. 


: P ERIODS there are, ſays Voltaire, when the people 


become cowards in proportion as 'their maſters become 
eruel, Never did the hiſtory of his countrymen better 
Juſtify this melancholy maxim, never did they ſubmit 


with more baſeneſs to the yoke of deſpotiſm. If 


the tyranny of their preſent oppreſſors is ſome what 


lefs bloody than that of Robeſpierre, it is incompa- 


rably more diſgraceful to the nation. That monſter 
had, as it were, enſlaved them by ſurprife ; but when 
they had burſt their chains, they repeatedly ſwore 


never more to bend their necks to TERROR, but to be ever 
awake, and. prepared to repel its attacks, 


The principal difference between the rovelutionsry 
and the conſtitutional terror “ is, that the tribunals of 
the committee of public ſafety ſhed blood en maſſe 
and by caſe-ſhot, whereas the military commiſſions 
of the Directory ſhed it by drops and by muſket-ſhot; 


| and that the Og. lead which tbey n. now n of 


A petitioner, who lately claimed to 58 ſome property reſtored 


to him, ſaid with great ſimplicity, that it had been taken from him 


at the time of the GRANDE TERREVUR : nor did the Council of Five 


\ 


4% to the new republics, who begin to adopt the ſyſtem 


(. 355 ) 
rattling. about their enemies' heads *, has ſucceeded 
the national razor, by which the murderers of 
Lewis XVI. exult in having ftortened him. Another 
difference is, that in lieu of crowding the /u/peded 
citizens and the nonjuring prieſts into houſes of con- 
finement, where the conſtant view of their innocence 
and their miſery excited the compaſſion of the 
people, the Directory find it more economical to 
tranſport them beyond ſea to @ burning climate, where, 
as Rouchon expreſſes himſelf, they have nothing but 
death before their eyes. 

But let us compare theſe; two ſpecies of terror 
merely with relation to financial reſources ; and let 
us {ce whether thoſe who have ſeized the ſceptre of 
Robeſpicrre can return to the career of productive 
plunder. In 1795 I announced, that this. reſource 
was already irrecoverably loſt to them ; and I am now 
enabled to prove that important truth to a demon- 
ſtration. This, however, is ſo contrary to the re- 
ceived opinion, and its promulgation may be ſo uſeful 
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of confiſcations, that I think it neceſſary to dilate a 
little on the amount of what it has yielded to the 


mother republic. 


„ _ 


„See the Moniteur of the gth November 1798, No. 49, con- 

_ taining a letter from Morand, a general of brigade, who having 
taken. thirty-five L in Belgium, ſent them to one of his 
friends, that he might have their heads rattled with lead, Juſt ſuch was 
the ſtyle of Marat and of Dubois Crancé. 
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CONFISCATIONS OF REAL PROPERTY, 
We ought never to forget, that the coloſſal fortinre 
which the revolutioniſts imagined they were acquiring 


by ſequeſtering lands, reſted on the idea, that theſe 


would ſtill preſerve their former value, and would 
ſell, as before, for about thirty years purchaſe. It 
was with this extravagant idea, but eſpecially with 
the aſſiſtance of the aſignats, that the committee of 
public ſafety ſupplied and rourifhked the national trea- 
fury, by converting the lands into money, or, as it 


were, commy them the moment they were confiſcated. 
They did not even wait for purchaſers : they emitted 


their paper, and faid to thoſe on whom it was la- 
viſhed, Seize the confiſcated tfates, for they are your 
own. As long as the people were weak enough to 
believe that they reprefented the nominal value of 
the paper emitted, they entered heart and hand into 
that criminal meaſure, to receive the reward of it in 
aſſignats; for it was this paper medium that furniſhed 
Robeſpierre with the means of paying the agents of 
his plunder. Such was his boafted method of eon 
money on the Place de la Revolution. 5 

The whole then of this infernal fyſtern + was built 
on the credit of the aflignats, and this depended on 
the opinion that the confiſcated lands would ſtill re- 


- tain their former value. This double error ſtill pre- 


vailed towards the end of the year 17943 and durin 
that very year the ſalaries of the committees who ſu- 


perintended the confiſcations alone amounted to the 


enormous ſum of 591 millions. It is true, that after 
855 . 
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the death of their leader none of the ſalaries then 
due to this revolutionary ſquadron were paid, and for 
this very reaſon the Directory cannot expect they 
ſhould ever again enrol themſelves under their ban- 
ners, unleſs they are paid beforehand, or unleſs they 
are ſuffered to deygur the prey which the Directory 
may be deſirous of, ſeizing for themſelves. 

kin do not mean to ſay, that the Directory are, not 
ſafficiently powerful to ſeize lands without their aid ; 
but, what may in ſome meaſure make us caſy with 
reſpect to ſuch an event is, that even the revolutionary 
financiers are now bitterly deploring that they took 


this. raſh ſtep, and have diſcovered: that they ruined } 
themſelves by the very means Wage which they 


expected to be enriched. 

Incredible as it may appear, the ſale of the royal 
reſidences, the palaces, hotels,, convents, and, .in a 
word, all the town edifices, from which the plun- 
derers expected to derive. a MILLIARD (forty millions 
ſierlin g) in inforiptionss have not produced in /þecte 
A THOusAND LOUIS, Thoſe who cauſed this — 
of ſale, to be adopted in March 1797, will not fail to 
cxelain againſt the aſſertion, which in truth is too 


extragrdinary to be believed without proots; but theſe 


cannot adduce without recurring to another fact 4 
a no leſs extraordinary nature.. 

It will be remembered, that tends the fall of the 
aſlignats the embarrafiments of the committee of 
pablic ſafety were ſuch, that, no longer finding con- 


= Qors willing to accept of afſignats at any price, ; 


they were reduced to the neceſſity of clandeſtinely 


inſeribing them among the ſtockholders in the Great a 
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Book ; and that they created, among others, two hun- 
dred millions of new infcriptions, in order to pay only 
one million one hundred thouſand livres in Jpecie (44,0007. 
ſterling), which were due to a company of con- 
tractors at Havre and at Genoa. It muſt be remem- 
bered too, that this fingular tranſaction was not dif- 
covered or denounced by Ramel till it was too late 
to be remedied, the greater part 'of this new ſtock 
having been very ſpeedily brought to market and 
transferred, without a poſſibility of the purchaſers 


—baving the leaſt ſuſpicion of their recent nad Pos 


origin *. 

Ik the legiſlative body treated this at firſt as a mat- 
ter of but little importance, their indifference 'aroſe 
from the hope they entertained of getting this new 
Rock again into their poſſeſſion, and cancelling it 


together with the old, by means of the decree au- 
. thorizing the purchaſe of national domains with the 
"Public ftccks, as the land- tas has bern bought up in 
England; but as à part of the purchaſe-money was 


to be received in ſpecie, very fev purchaſers offered 


fbr landed eſtates, and" ſcarcely any for the houſes 


Atuated in towns; which, as they were daily falling 


to decay, coſt mich more in "repairs that!" they 


produced in rent. This was what induced Camba- 


eres" to propoſe, that all theſe buildings ſhould im- 
mediately be put up to ſale, and that the tohole of 
ue eee ſhould” be paid in 


Hiſtoire. de. Þ Adminiſtration des Finances * la 3 
b ee . 1796, p. 109 and 110, containing the par- 


this tranſaction, and Thibaut's juſtification ot it, He 
"Bia 72 We had no money to give, we could not laviſh afignats, and 
| therefore we gave inſcriptions in the Great Book.“ 
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& The national houſes in the hands of the nation,” ſaid 
he, © are an abſolute burden; for they deprive it of the 
mobiliary tax and of the duties on ſales and transfers. 
Their produce can never equal the expenſes of keeping 
them up, or balance the chances of their decay.” 
Cambaceres then dilated on the double advantage of 
thus getting rid of a property, which he repreſented 
as extinguiſhed, and proportionally diminiſhing the 
amount of the national debt, of which the burden was 
| fo heavy. He added, Thus will the Great Book be 


 . purged of all the new mcriptions with N Ws pages 


have been ſullied. © q 
However ſeducing this idea mi abt appear, Thibau- 


deau perceived the ſnare with his accuſtomed perſpi- | 


cacity: I know,” faid he, “that whatever is ma» 
naged by a nation is ill adminiſtered, and what has 


been ſaid of houſes applies alſo to all the national do- 


mains ; but this is not a ſufficient reaſon for inconſi- 
derately putting them all up to ſale to the firſt who 
will bid any thing for them, merely for the ſake of 
getting rid of them No purchaſers ure to be found, 
it ſeems! And is it by ingenuouſly making this decla- 
ration that it is expected to find them? Is not this 


declaring, in other words, that toy will be fold for | 


little or nothing?“ 

This was clearly gat the e + 
reſtoring them; and I muſt do Saint-Aubin the jul 
tice to ſtate, that although he afterwards became the 
defender of this new mode of ſale, he endeavoured 
to prevent it by a publication, wherein he aſſerted, 
that even the decay of the national domains led 
444 
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the moſt enlightened and upright of the departmental 
adminiſtrations to adopt an opinion, that if the nation 
could not diſpoſe of them at any price, they ought 
literally to give them away rather than keep them; 
| that the loſs; ariſing. from the ſequeſtration of the 
Property of above 40, ooo individuals is ſo great, that 
nothing but. a Daus to deſtroy, and a furor to op" 
four fits of the nber, who, are evident Sails 2 
One of the legiſlators, who then poſſeſſed the greateſt 
influence (Thibaut), fearing, no doubt, that the ex- 
pediency of theſe erafures ſhould be diſcuſſed, . was 
anxious to diſſuade his accomplices from it by ſaying, 
<< Muft I then at laſt declare the waous TRuT ? 
Yes; due muſt: force the emigrants to ſleep in ene, 
aud iake, from them all hopes of returning. 14 

This however, was not the whole truth; no, it was 
a follows This ſame Thibaut, who thus appeared to 
ſpeak. the language of his heart, was at the head of 
fairs at the time when the ane million ane hundred 
Mauzſand liures due to the contrafors at Havre were 
ſettled for, by inſcribing them in the Great Book. as 20 
lndred millians of capital xeceived, and ten millions 
annual intereſt. He was from time to time Fproached 
with the ruinous terms of this bargain; and as he 
flattered himſelf, that by offering the national houſes 
in exchange {or the anſeriptions, the clazms with which 
he had ſalſied the pages of the Great Book might be 
effaced, he, made a dana aint of thing bite. 
rating that tranſaction. 9-491 | 
e 9 can equal the glticring dere which he 
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and his party founded on this exchange. Although 
the miniſter Ramel eſtimated the probable produce of 
the houſes ſiluated in towns at only 400 millions, the 


committee of finances aſſerted, that . this eſtimate 
appeared to them Heloꝛv the price they ought to expect 


from the competitions at the auctions.“ Mention 
has been made, added Craffous, ** of uninhabitable 


buildings; but I ſay they are merely 2nmkabited; 


that at the preſent price of inſcriptions *, the fale of 
them may obliterate from the Great Book, ſtack to the 


amount of à milliard; and that France may perhaps 
thus ſee: half her debt extinguiſhed.” This brilliant 


proſpect removed all their ſcruples, and the decree 


of redemption was confidentially fanctioned by the 
Elders on the 29th March 1797, in conſequence of 


the following obſervation of Clauzell: It has been 
ſaid the public treaſury is in want of money ; agreed; 
but what does the preſent rent of your houſes pro- 


duce? Two millions a year, which are ſcargely ſufficient 
do repair them. Theſe ſales will alſo cancel above & 
milliard of national debt, and at the ſame time enable 


you to afford relief to the ſtockholders.“ 


| Before we come to the hrilliant produce of Ne 


it is important to obſerve, that, in order to induoe all 


the holders of new inſcriptions to attend them, the 
Directory took particular care to announce by a meſ- 
lage, n. n decem ee fit 


* 2 „„ 


5 1 The — eric of the infcriptiogs » was 7 25 about ten fer cont, 3. 
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they ſhould go thither in crowds ; and that none but 


thoſe who did not contribute to theſe /alutary ſales of 
the national domains need 7o fear rtvisions and 


liquidations” (or reductions). 


So anxious were they to withdraw theſe inſcriptions 
ſrom circulation, that the ſales immediately com- 
menced throughout France, and particularly in the 
department of the Seine, in which two thirds of the 
confiſcated town eſtates were ſituated. After they 
had thus fold, during four full months, thoſe lots 


Which, being leſs damaged than the reſt, more eaſily 
found purchaſers, and- when no more bidders of- 


ſered, the committee appointed to declare the total 


produce of the ſales announced, on the zoth July, 


that en Krenr millions of inſeriptious had been can- 


cellid *. Now, as ſomewhat above half this ſum 


had been feceived for landed eſtates, it appears that 


the iftmitherable ſuperb edifices ſold by auction during 
that intetval, were fold for leſs than Four millions of 
national paper, and thus only ſerved to recover one 
fiſtieth of the 200 millions created for the payment 
of the one million one hundred thouſand livres due to 


the contractors of Havre. Hence, by taking one 


fiftieth of the goods furniſhed, or of their corre- 


ſponding claims, we arrive at an arithmetical demon- 


ffration, that for an effective capital of '/wwerty-7wo 
. thouſand Hures (or the paltry ſum of 8801. ſterling), the 
republie has alienated the palaces, hotels, convents, 


n -othex — which, according * to Clauzell, | 
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produced an annual income of two millions at the time 
when they were put up to ſale, and no doubt yielded 
more than en before the revolution *. | Ds: 
It will be aid, perhaps, that theſe buildings have 
not all been actually ſold, and that a oonſiderable 
number have been abandoned to the creditors of the 
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I the buyers were really obliged to purchaſe the izſerigtiam 
at the then market-price, theſe four millions would coſt them 
420,000 livres, they being at 10 fler cent. although, in fact, the re 
public has only received 2a, 00. | WEE 
I particularly recommend it to the author of the Antidote au Congr?s 
de Roſtadt to reſlect on this fact, on which perhaps I ſhould have 
been leſs prolix, had not that writer, in the fervour of his zeal, urged 
all the eoaleſced powers to ſeize, as the beft means of defence, thoſe 
church lands; ꝙ which the ſecurity has already been rendered too fre- 
carious by the writings of fehiloſaphers. Another piece of advice given 
by this writer to the princes of Europe is far more baneful, becauſe 
it is of a nature calculated one day to obtain partiſans in France. It 
is as follows . 1 6 FLA 
dome reſources will yet be found, both of manꝶ aud qinii⁰, in 
revolutionary confiſeations—yes, I repeat it, in confiſcations, —The revolu- 
tion has nourifhed" itſelf by confiſcations. It has thrown the world into 
confuſion by confiſcations. Wherever the end exiſts, pro- 
perty ives way to confiſcation. It has maſſacred to confiſcate, and 
ſcates to maſſacre. | Tn this we muſs imitate it, and we muſt 
oppoſe confiſcations to confiſcations ; but let them be the confiſca- 
tions of Juſtice, oppoſed to thoſe of iniquity ; thoſe which repair the 
injury done to ned to thoſe which are ſubverſive both —_— 
and of ſociety; thoſe which are froftable to the tate, to thoſe whic 
have only benefited” the public bloodfackers and the tricoloured 
vultures.— The revolutioniſts ought to learn, at their own expenſe, 
that every thing has its limits, and that there exiſts ſuch a law as that 
: of Yeferiſals.” \ adm Ws Kennen 9395418 nen 
I have tog high an opinion of the enlightened mind of the un- 
fortunate prince, for whoſe reſtoration to the throne of his anceſtors 
the French nation are now fighing in- ſecret, to believe it poſſible 
he ſhould wiſh; to ſeat and eſtabliſh; himſelf upon it by means of 
ronfifcations. Sooner or later he will recover his lawful crown ; but 
when that event takes place, ſhould he unfortunately liſten to miniſ- 
ters, who may be ſo ſhort-fighted as to recommend an appeal to 
the law of 1417/als, and to think the revolution ought to be imitated ; 
were he to permit the patrimonial eſtate of a; ſingle-republican to be 
ſold, there will be no poſſibility of reſtoring the finances: and yet 
without reſtoring them there will be neither ſecurity*for the people 
nor repoſe for their monarch. It is but on this baſis of property that 
his throne can be eſtabliſhed, * wh 
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ſtate. This is true. But the neceſſity of thus getting 
rid- of dhe refuſe of the buildings that could not find 
_ purchaſers even for. the mere value of the materials, 
places in a ſtronger light the impoſſibility of recurring 
to the ſyſtem of expropriations, and its ruinous m 
on the government that adopts it. | 

- Yet it is after this recent tranſaction, ſo worthy-to 
| we confidered 4s an ra in the faſti of this govern- 
ment of plunderers, that it is feared they ſhould diſ- 
eover ne ſources of productive confiſcation !, I can 

freely affert, that it is not the ſhame of the crime that 
, prevents. at; it is the experience that,. as ſoon as they 
touch real property, that property ſhrinks into in- 
ſtantaneous ruin; that ite produce never equalsthe er- 
peniſes of Reeping it in repair; and that in the end they 
are obliged to put up theſe eflates inconfideratelytofale, 

and: to the fitſt bidder, merely through the neceſſity of 
| getting rid of them. This the ſucceſſors of Robeſpierre 
Well know, and tremble at the fact; and if, when 
they again raiſed the iron ſceptre of terror, they have 
not once more dragged the landbolders to the Place 
A la Revolution, (let us not deceive ourſelves,) it is 
becauſe they bave had too many melancholy proofs 
that it is impoſſible again to coin money there; and 
becauſe, fince the plate for the affignats has been 
broken, they can neither purſue, the ſteps of their 
maſt, por ſupply and ri 5 JOE treaſury; * 
feeding the ſcaffolds. 

- Bak. as arguments are ae Alen ſupported 
| by facts, I will relate one which is more conclufive 
than any yet ſtated. Since the fall of the paper cir- 

culation, which has leſt the Directory the moſt de- 
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vouring neceſſities to encounter, they have not only 
abſtained from any farther confiſcations of real pro- 
perty, but have alſo relaxed as much as poſſible from 
the right conferred by the law of the gth Hora in 
the year 111. to demand from the emigrated families 
(to be delivered up without delay) the inheritance 
which would eventually have come to them after the 
death of their children and heirs. And to what can 
we attribute fo much apparent moderation? Doubtleſs 


to their perceiving, that by precluding theſe families 
from the poſſibility of felling even that portion of 


their eſtates of which they are allowed to retain poſ- 
ſeſſion, this impolitie decree has deprived the treaſury 


of conſiderable duties arifing from the transfer of 


property. Cambaceres was the firſt who perceived 


and pointed out the magnitude of this loſs, by ob- 


ſerving, that the real fates in the hands of the nation 
. "levied "os" ack 
1 | . 
- | + This eireumſtance is very contolatory' but what is 
much more fo, immediately after the triumph of the 


19th Fructidor, the Directory themſelves rejected the 


offer made them of all the lands of the nobility. 
Every one who has watched the progreſs of this 
laſt revolution, muſt remember, that its object was 
tb regenerate the finances; and that, in order to reſtore 
them as ſpeedily as poſſible, ſome of the victorious 
party propoſed to confiſcate all the real property of 
the nobility who had not emigrated, and to baniſh 
them to fifty leagues beyond the frontiers. This grant 
fiſcal project far excerded all thoſe of Robeſpierre, 


who never had an idea of proferibingthe ex · hobles 
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in a maſs, in order to plunder them in a maſs. He 
limited his meaſure of general ſafety to ordering them 
not to go within ten leagues of the great towns. But 
this new diſoovery was reſerved. for that great philoſo- 
pher Sieyes, who, at the commencement of his revolu- 
tionary career, ſo energetically pleaded the cauſe of 
the clergy and their tithes; and who, indignant at not 
having ſucceeded in preventing this firſt ſpoliation, 
let fall that ſevere farcaſm, caſting at the ſame time 
a look of contempt at his colleagues: they are e 
5 e eee eee N wpe v0, % / 
But when this hypocrite perceived that 8 
was to be got by thus preaching up juſtice, he ſoon 
changed his tone, and was eſteemed by his aſſociates 
another Cato, by conſtantly and ſententiouſly aſſert- 
ing, that as long as there are any nobles in France there 
will be a nobility. This maxim may be conſidered as 
the germ of the motion juſt mentioned ; for no ſooner 
was the victory of the 18th Fructidor decided, than 

this champion of the Tiers &tat again came out of 
his hole to propoſe a committee, of Which he was 
himſelf a member, to preſent a report on the mea- 
Ger theadoped for en e of the ner 
in France. An Wag! 
Although it was — that tend this 5 
one perceived that it was the language and ſtyle of 
_ the Abbé Sieyes, were it but for his frequent appeals 

to the #nowledge' of the human heart. It began with 
obſerving; that the true nobles having been ſtripped 
of their privileges, and of all that compoſed: their 
moral exiſtence, and this by the/republic, ſo far from 

being able to love it, or even to contemplate it with 
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indifference, they muſt neceſſarily deteſt it, together 
with its founders and partiſans, and conſequently be 
uniformly endeavouring to effect the deſtruction of 


the one and the extermination of the other. This we 
confidently aſſert, added the committee, © and we 


have no apprehenſion that we can be deceived, for 
we argue from a knowledge of the. human heart.” 
_ After this exordium, they demanded the immediate 


expulſion of the ex-nobles, propoſing, * that all their 


eſtates ſhould be fold, and the produce, deduFing ar 


indemnity for the expenſes of the war, remitted to them 
in commodities of French, manufacture, after they | 


had evacuated the territory of the republic.” 

The writer of this report omitted no exertions to 
diſplay the advantages of this grand meaſure of le- 
giſlation: A kind of prejudice,” ſaid he, “ ſtill 
exiſts in favour of the nobles of that caſt, Which has 


great weight with the vulgar.— How then can we W 
get rid of them? There are but two methods; either 
to exterminate, or to expel them. They would exter- 
minate zs if they had us in their power, but we will 


only expel them; for that is /uf/iciens. for our purpoſe: 
and in fact, it is the only meaſure that it is expedicat 
to adopt. While expelling the high nobility, we do 
not indeed confiſcate their eſtates; we think they 
ought to be ſold, and the price given to them on 


two conditions: 1ſt. That it ſhall be converted into 


commodities of French manufacture. ad. That an 


indemmity (hall be retained for the expenſes of the war. 
Nor ſhould the produce be remitted till ſufficient 
proofs are received of their arrival in foreign coun- 


tries, at a diſtance of at leaſt fifty leagues from the 
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© frontiers of the republic. From this day (he 16th 
October 1797) theſe eſtates will remain in the hands 
of the mation. —W hat do we gain by this meaſure ? 

The exportation of an enormous cargo of all ſorts of 

vices, and the baniſhment of a dreadful maſs of 

political and moral corruption. This is the real truth. 

We aſk, Would it be expedient for men of common 
| ſenſe, who are friends to their country, and republi- 

team, to be moved and affected, and to ſhed n at 
_ an expulſion ?” 

At this paſſage the Deputy! Serres could not help 
interrupting the report, by crying out, that ke. di- 
covered in it the moſt horrid tyranny that had ever ap- 
preſſed "mankind. I diſcover in it, added he, ur. 
crab genus of Robg/pierre. 

The acolyths of the Abbe were | Arik tab af 
hearing this free language only four werks after the 
baniſhment of fiſty-two repreſentatives of the people; 

but having learnt on all fides, that notwithſtanding 
the great Tenown of the chief, under, whoſe banners 

they had enliſted, his propoſal was not reliſhed either 
by the Directory or the Jacobins, they immediately 
withdtew it, bitterly complaining that it had been ſo 
much mifunderſtood and miſinterpreted, - It has 
been pretended, that this ſcheme would have been 
un attack on property, that it would have plundered 
not only the perſons expelled, but their oEDIToRs. 
This reproach is falt, faid the reporter of the com- 
mittee; we know that property is one of the moſt 
eſſential foundations of ſociety. It was not as men 
of property, but as nobles, incompatible with and dan- 

Serous to dur exiſtence, that they were to be ex- 
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6369) | | 
pelled. —Your committee were aware, however, that 
this meaſure would for the preſent occaſion an ex- 
portation of ſpecie, were it but for the price of the 
furniture and perſonal property the exiles might, 
convert into money. Our ſyſtem, therefore, was re- | 
duced to expelling thoſe of the higher nobility who 
had not emigrated, and who, by their mere exiſtence 
on the territory of the republic, are more dangerous 
than thoſe who have,” &c. | 

This extract ſufficiently dena 80 that the 
whole em of the high-prieſt of jacobiniſm was 
reduced to imputing to the nobles as a crime their 

obedience to that law which conſtituted it a crime to 


quit the territory of France. In ſhort, the elſenoe | 
of his report may be reduced to this: | 


"+ x 
Ei & vous nen ſortiez, vous en deviez ſortir, 


But if his metaphyſical arguments did not in this 
| inſtance ſucceed, and if the propofition was rejected 
| without even being ſent to the Council of Elders, 
ve muſt by no means attribute this to the juſtice or 
moderation of the legiſlative body. The parties who 
7 were thus threatened with deſtruction owed their 
| ſafety to very different cauſes, and particularly to the 
| lower claſs of people in the Fauxbourgs of Paris, 
125 who openly declared in their ſavour. Nor ought we 
to be ſurpriſed at this aſter ſeven years of privations 
and of miſery, which taught them that the poor and 
the induſtrious are deſtitute of work from the moment 
| when the rich are forced, as Bailleul has expreſſed 
it, to wear the uniform of mediverity. Incredible as 
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endggroured to render himſelf popular by repelling 
with indignation the idea of the ſpoliation propoſed, 
Who is this curator general, ſaid the Deputy Poul- 
tier, in his Journal, who would employ twenty 
thouſand ſubaltern agents, by. whom the produce, of 
the, ſales would be conſumed in expenſes of ma- 
nagement and in peculation ? W hat would, be. left 
for the unfortunate proprietors but, miſery, degrada- 
tion, and deſpair? You will ſend them, you ſay, 
ſome national merchandiſe ! Alas! what an atrociaus 
Pleaſantry !” 

But the atrocity of this 1 3 _ —— 
withheld the Directory from putting it in force, had 
it been poſſible to point out a method of preventing 
the value of the confiſcated lands from vaniſhing at 
the moment of ſcizure, or (which was no leſs. diffi- 
cult) of emitting ſome. new ſpecies of paper, ſome 
fictitious circulating medium, without the aid of 
which, "oy purſes, of the bidders, being abſolutely. | 
empty, the putting the lands up to ſale would be totally 
uſeleſs. What do I ſay? The Directory would have 
had to ſiruggle againſt a much more inſurmountable. 
ob ſtacle—the eneral oppoſition of the unexiled French. 
citizens, whoſe fortunes are placed out in mortgages 
on the eſtates of the nobles propoſed to he plundered. 
To, calculate the whole force of this new, obſlacle, we, 
muſt not forget, iſt, That the lands and houſes, al: 
ready taken from the royaliſts were Charged with a 
debt to the republicans of a. milliard; and that, after 
having ſold them, or rather given them away, the 
nation, ho had imprudentl y taken that debt 2h ige, 
reimburſed. this body of creditors, by firſt inſeribing 
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them for that ſum in the Great Book, and thereby 


cancelling two thirds of theſe inſcriptions, and laſtly 
by declaring that it is impoſſible for them to pay the 
intereſt of the remaining conſolidated third, otherwiſe 
than in Bons. In a word, ſuch is now the fate of theſe 
republican creditors, who were the other day advo- 
cates for confiſcation, that the value of their new 
claims on the ſtate does not amount (even in princi- 
pal) to as much as the fifty millions of intereſt, which 
the emigrants owed and paid them. Is it not evi- 
dent then, that I did not exceed the bounds of truth 
when, four years ago, I aſſerted that while they 
thought to rob their enemies, they were in fact robbing 


themſelves, and were deceived in magining the nation 


would pay off their mortgages ? 

Certainly when I hazarded this prediction, I was 
far from ſuſpecting a fact, the confeſſion of which 
has been extorted from the plunderers by the urgency 
'of affairs. If we believe them, the nobility that have 


2.4 emigrated were ſo embarraſſed with debts, that even 
had their eſtates been ſold at their former prices, -it is 


doubtful whether the produce would have covered 


their mortgages. © It is ſtill problematical, ſaid 


Lecouteuls, in the fitting of the 2oth July 1798, 


« whether the confiſcated eſtates of the emigrants _ 


amount, according to their value in 1790, to the 


aggregate of their debts. It is much to be feared 


that the burden of theſe confi/cations of property will 
ultimately fall on the creditors of the proprietors.” © 


It can hardly be conceived how Lecouteulx could 
ſuggeſt ſuch fears under the modeft form of a"pro- 


blem; ſince, if the debts of the emigrants were — 
BB 2 
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W moſt equal to the value of their effates, at the time 

= when they fold for thirty years“ purchaſe, they muſt 

| * then have conſiderably | exceeded it, fince theſe eſtates 

1 have fallen in value ſo much that the hotels and 
Wit! palaces for which the republic received f#wwenty-twn 
| 1 thouſand livres, were perhaps charged with twenty- 
| P two millions in mortgages, before the proprietors were 
W put to flight, * e 11 ie 
70 This then is the ſummary of the inſurmount- 
i able - obſtacles which oppoſe the revival of this 
| kind of confiſcation; namely, that "the treaſury - 
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have gained infinitely leſs than the republican cre- 
ditors of the emigrants have loſt “; that in ſeizing 
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It is ſcarcely neceſſary to ſay, that the ſtatement of Lecouteulx 
was an exaggeration evidently intended to divert the compaſſion of 
the people from the emigrants to their cieditort, and to make them 
þelieve, that all the luxury the nobility formerly diſplayed, was 
the effect of court favour, and conſequently ſprang from the [ſweat 
of the poor. But the documents relative to the quantity and value 
of the confiſcated lands are hitherto ſo incomplete, that Lecouteulx 
could not addnce any fact in ſupport of his ſtrange aſſertion, and 
therefore he was careful to ſuggeſt it mereiy in the form of a 
roblem. | ES | 
After having inveſtigated, with the greateſt attention, every thin 
that has been written on the ſubject, the reſult, which I can with 
ſome confidence preſent to the public, thaugh merely as a conjecture, 
is as follows: ö © Sor Sa yn > es BE 
- The: confifcated. eſtates taken from the elergy, the crown, the 
princes, colleges, hoſpitals, federaliſts, and other individuals, whe- 
ther emigrants or not, formed a third, or at leaſt a fourth, of all that 
claſs of property, and produced to their lawful. poſſeſſors a net 
anmual revenue of above 300 millions; about one ſixth of which 
{confiſted-in feudal rights, ground-rents, K. 
This net revenue of 300 millions, valued at twenty-eight or thirty 
wears*purchaſe, repreſented a capital, before the revolution, of eight 
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| But theſe confiſcated eſtates were charged with a debt of abort 
11 two milliards, near half of which was mortgaged to thaſe of the 
. 1 French who emigrated, and the other half to thoſe who remained 
1H under the juxiſdiction of the republic. Johannot aſſerted, that a 
million of jindividugls- bad. declared themſelves creditors of the emi- 
grants; and fevcrat official reports prove that their claims amount ta 
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their prey,..they reduced thoſe. who pay their 1 
to a ſtate of miſery; that new expropriations cauſing 
A till greater fall in. the price. of land, would dimi- 
niſh the produce of the duties on transfers ; that aſter 
ſix years“ experience. they have found, confiſcated 
eſtates are to them. of no real value; and laſtly, thoſe 
which they cannot ſel at -any price, and which con; 
tinue under the adminiſtration of their agents and 


commiſſioners, produce much leſs to the ſtate 


than, thoſe Which have been leſt in the poſſeſ- 
ſion ot the nobility... A thouſand times baye they 
repented ol. thus depriving themſelves of the re- 


gular tribute they would have derived ſrom the 


Jawful proprietors, had they, with a more enlight- 
ened; avidity, followed the example .of Cromwell, 
who left. the Engliſh royaliſts in poſſeſſion of their 
eſtates, to prevent them from being deteriorated and 
ruined, and impoſed every year conſiderable. fines or 


— — — 2 —— — — 


a capital of a milliard, and the annual intereſt to fifty millions, one 
third of which'the ſtate now pays them in nn. 

Conſidering the enormous deterioration of the confiſcated 3 
from the moment they were ſeized upon, and the feudal rights ſup- 
preſſed, there is every reaſon to beiicve that at the time of ſale their 
net income was reduced to one halt. 

We may, without any riſk of exaggeration, aſſert, that the bulk 
of confiſcated eſtates within the ancient limits of France, did not ſell 
tor more than two years' purchaſe of their incomes thus reduced, 
and that in fatt the ſtate did not receive for them more than zoo 
millions in fecte. 

Notwithſtanding fo fmall a ſum has been received for chem of 
the purchaſers, yet it is true this grand ſpoliation has produced about 
froe milliards effeftive value. We muſt not however forget that it was 
from the paper circulation that this immenſe fubſidy was derived, and 
that it is not the purchaſers of confiſcated lands that have facrificed 
that amount. On the contrary, they are the only parties who have 
gained by the depreciation of the aſngnats, which fell ſo much the 
heavier on the reſt of the nation. This laſt circumſtance explains 
the dreadful impoveriſhment of the people, eſpecially of thoſe who 
having ſtained 
unable to avoid receiving the aſſignats. 
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( 374 ) 
ranſoms on the poſſeſſors. If to all theſe vircum- 
ſtances we add the certainty of the Directory, that on 
the one hand they can no longer find capitaliſts to 
urchaſe; and that, on the other, the confiſcated 
ſtates would be four times! as valuable, were they 
but half as extenſive; we Thall readily perceive their 
motive for voluntarily declating againſt all new con- 
iſcations, and eagerly rejecting the Wolbry' N 
offered them by the Abbe Siey es. 

I repeat it, had the Directoty been blind enough 
to have altempted this new plunder, it is more than 
doubtful whether all their power and autliorlty, com- 
bined with that of both the Councils, could have 
overcome the oppoſition | of thoſe whoſe" [fortunes 
were inveſted in mortgages on the devoted lands, 
and who are now aware that on them toould ultimately 
fall all the burden of the confiſcation of the eftates of 
their debtors. As the families who began by being 
the accomplices, and ended by being the dupes and 
victims of the former confiſcations, will no longer 
lend their aid to the plunderers; as in ſeizing the 
lands of the nobility, the latter can no longer be ſe. 
conded by the tiers at; as ſoon as theſe auxiliaries fail 
them, it becomes almoſt impoſſible to proceed to 
new confiſcations, even if they had not abandoned 
that ſyſtem from motives of ſelf-intereſt. an 

It would be a great miſtake to conſider as a mea- 
"nick of finance the laſt, decree, confiſcating the pro- 
Perty of thoſe among the exiles who de not appear 
in perſon to receive their ſentence, or who ſhall find 
means to eſcape from the noxious ſpot to which they 
are baniſhed, This decree was thundered out in a 
moment of rage and veration, on hearing of the 
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*eſcape-of Pichegru, whoſe energy, popularity, and 


talents are more dreaded by the regicides, than that 


of all the victims of the 18th Fructidor; he being 


the only one who has acquired a reputation free 
from every ſtain, in that revolutionary drama, which 
has annihilated every other character, by expoſing it 
to the twofold crucible of proſperity and adverſity. - 

Hence thoſe who propoſed this new confiſcation, 


were far from intimating that the revenue would de- 


rive the ſmalleſt advantage from it; and the Deputy 
Rouchon, who ſo boldly attacked it, did not even 
take the trouble to oppoſe it in this point of view, 
which he would not have failed to do, had he not 
been certain that the intereſts of the revenue were 


2 


63 
— 


* After having declared that this meaſure would give a mortal 
blow to public credit, he oppoſed it by arguments of a very differ- 
ent nature; and although they have but a remote analogy with the ſub · 
ject of which we are treating, yet the reader will feel an intereſt in 


- _ contemplating the ſtrikiag contraſt afforded by the manly energy- 


this worthy deputy, and the debating paſſions of his colleagues. | 
following is the queſtion he addrefſed to them: What would you 
think of a legiſlator who would fay to a man condemned to die, 
Come to the guillotine of your own accord, or you ſtall be frut on the rack, and 
drawn and quartered? Examine the records of hiſtory, and you will 
ſee that no tyrant, not even Nero or Heliogabalus, ever had an 
idea of punifhing any man becauſe he did not come to demar 

execution of his ſentence. What then ſhall we ſay when ſuch a 
propoſition is accompanied with the words juftice, humanity, and 
clemency ? I confeſs it makes my hair ſtand on end. It is frikin 


the poniard into their boſons, with the Sardonic grin of malice, ' 


demand that a ſtop may be put both to the proſcriptions and their 
effects. Here the Moniteur ſtates that many of the members ur- 
mured, and a great number even LAUGHED. * Repreſentatives,” ſaid 
Rouchon, T thould underſtand your Jaugh if the ſubject were par- 
don: I underſtand it not when the ſubject is puniſhment.” * 

This deputy returned to the charge thiree days after, and fo ftre- 
nuouſly . oppoſed this ſyſtem of progreſſive and accumulative pu: 


niſhment, that Bailleul and his ſatellites Knew not what to reply. 
After a moment of filenge, Rouchon caſt his eyes around, and oh 
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N * defy the. Directory to ON 100,000. cus from 
all the real eſtates; of the perſons exiled on the 
_ 18th Fructidor; but we may even be certain they 
will loſe, infinitely more, were it merely that. every 
. meaſure. which depreciates the yalue of land, equally 
- diminiſhes the produce. of the important duties levied 
on ſales and ſucceſſions, and which. alone conſtitute 
nearly a fourth part-of their. ordinary revenues: ''As 
to the lands already confiſcated and fold, their de- 
Preciation ſeems to have been conſiderably increaſe 
ip, conſequence of the laſi decree ; for in the: fitting 
90 the firſt of December, the Deputy F auvel moved, 
That it be prohibited to make any d Hiuctian, 1 in tlie 
"adverk iements for ſale, between rational and patrimonial 
Property; a F a difference which ougbt never to be ſo 
much * named among the true friends of liberty.” 


EIN "AEQUISITIONS. IN Kinn. nog: ih! Nl 
be internal fate. of France is ſo little known, 
and its changes are ſo rapid, that many perſons ima- 
Eine that it the Directory ſuffer the proprietors of 
Land to retain poſſeſſion of their eſtates, it is merely 
for the ſake of ſeizing more abundant erops upon 
them whenever they tlünk proper, and becauſe re- 
gas fotions in kind art now as produdtive'to'the'reve- 
nue as ſequeſtrations were formerly. 1 

5 It is however an eſtabliſhed fact, me; bare; the 
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ſerving every countenance inexorable, cried out in an accent of de- 

pair, WIAN! ! does no one ſupport my N 1 
* one daredd either to fuppoft or oppoſe it; and the Moniteur of 
the zath November, No. 52, RS oops the debate thus: Rou- 


chon. — There i ts 10 N any one fry ere of « a man in se 
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W of the 18th Fructidor, at which period 
their neceſſities became more urgent than ever, they 
have refrained: from all kinds of requiſitions, both in 


old France; and in the incorporated departments. 
On this point at leaſt they have ſhown themſelves to 


have been fincere in the meſſage in which they an- 
nounced that hi meaſure is always baneful. Far 


from again recurring to it, they have inceſſantly re- 


peated to the Councils, that the only method of 
creating a public, revenue without placing the go- 


verned in a ſtate of warfare with the governors, 
was to renounce. direct taxes levied on the indi- 


vidual, who is always inclined to refuſe them, and 
to ſubſtitute in their place indirect taxes (on con- 


ſumption), which are gradually confounded with the 
price of the article, and which the confumer pays 


without perceiving it, whenever he purchaſes the 


pes portion of thoſe articles. 


What induced the Directory ſo ſuddenly to re- 


f nounce the ſyſtem of reguiſit ions, was their perceiving 
they had given the moſt fatal blow to agriculture, 


and had been the cauſe of their own diſtreſs by 'ſerz- 


ing the produclive capital, in lieu of taking the ſuper- 


fluity of the produce; that a government, like an 


individual, when they have loſt their credit, and diſ- 
ſipated all they can make away with, muſt be con- 
tented to live upon their income; and that being ar- 


rived at that period, it is as impoſſible to levy at the 
ſame time requiſitions and taxes on the farmers, as 


it is to make the vines yield two harveſis in a year. 
In 1796, when, aſter baving put their wine-cellars 
and 1 N in requiſition, government had the ef- 
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ſrontery to fend forth the collector of taxes, he was 
every whete repelled with this fpecch, which Johan- 
not quoted, when he cauſed the requiſitions to be : 
aboliſhed, and thoſe of 1796 refunded : How is i- 
pofſible' tut oreli pay our taxes, when you have taken 


rom ius int whole of our cr b N 


It is true that when the conftitutional Uebe net 
attempted to prolong this eta. legal ſyſtem, they 
were not yet in the receipt of the major part of the 

"Tegal contributions, by means of Wllich they now 
drag on a precaridus exiſtence. But what induced 
them ſo ſtrongty to urge the organization of the re- 
gular takes in money, was, that the collectors diſap- 
Pointed their avidity by plundering the greater part 
of the corn that was taken in Kid. They learnt, 
fays Adrien Lezuy, © by dcar- bought experience, 
that it is more expenſive to vidlate than to pro- 

tect property; and that the money taken by force, 
though it departs from the hand of its preſent pot- 
ſeffors, never comes into that of the public treaftiry, 
berauſe there is a third intermediate patty 77 takes 
each of them, and leaves nothing in either? 

Such is the leſſon that forced” then tread back 
their ſteps towards regular taxation; atid immediately 
aſter the 18th Fructidor, at which period their janiſ- 
ſaries might more cafily have 'recommenced theſe 
- Jevies in kind, the Directory immediately Tevealed'to 
mme Countils' that the rapruiptions devoured hoſe re- 

| JON which might be rendered permanently uſeful *. 
e we ET; _ reſburces unich u the draht. 
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; fitions devour, are the legal contributions'; and every 
- one knows, theſe can only be rendered permanently 
* »/eful, that is, productive, when they are previouſſy 
t decreed, aſſeſſed on the people in proportion to their 
1 power to pay, and collected in a manner that is ſe- 

cure from arbitrary oppreſſion. This confeſſion of 
t the Directory is a ſufficient proof that they re- 1 
y nounced the reguiſtions merely through a regard to : q 
0 their own intereft, and that if they are obliged to 1 
v recur to them, ſo deſperate a ſtep will rather demon- 1 
1 W firate their apy weakneſs, than their apps.) N 
ſtrength. 4 
ö They will, Voweer be obliged by neceſſity to re- 4 
t cur to'it, ſhould their armies be driven back'towards & 
N the frontiers, as thoſe of Jourdan and Moreau 
55 were in 1797; and no doubt ſuch new requiſitions in 6 
= kind will ſupply them with provifions during a cer- 3 
A tain time: but it is not enough to proviſion an 1 
6 army; it will ſoon be diſbanded, ſhould” the ſupply 1 
, of their accoutrements and ammunition (and, above : 
's all, their pay) fail for any length of time: and to 2 
| prevent this, would be out of the power of thoſe A 
K whom it till continues to obey. 4 
y It is difficult to conceive how ſuddenly requifitions 4 
. in kind, and all other unexpected levies, arreſt the 
e progreſs of reproduction, and exhauſt the revenue, 
0 however rich it may be. Were it poſſible, for in- 
e ſtance, that Bonaparte or Maſſena ſhould ever gain 
| a footing in England, and ſhould they tar it in their 
i- accuſtomed manner, their" iſllades and their threats 


5. of callin; g down under and fire from heaven upon 
the people of Great Britain, would not, during many 
a : 


(a© 9 
Fears of terror, unleſs they ſhould, be able to take 
every thing, even houſehold furniture, away, levy 
one fourth of the ſubſidies obtained by Mr. Pitt, 
fance the commencement of the war, with the taliC(. 
man oſ credit, and the lever of the low. 


Wilen FORCED LOANS. 

„To govern a people, and procure money for the 
expenſes of the ſtate, there exiſt but two methods; 
to extort by terror, or obtain by confidence. The 
firft of theſe is worn out, as the government expe- 
rienced when they attempted to recur: to it. Should 
they again place France beneath the :revolutionary 
preſs, in order to extract ber 4% juices, torrents 
of blood would be ſhed before a ſingle. grain of 
gold would be produced. The laws habe given 
the ſignal for it to bide its head; and the more it 1s 
Sur the farther it will fly.“ ! 

Thus fpoke Adrien Lezay, in 1796:; ende which 
PR all the laws intended to obtain, money by confi. 
Gence, have been without effeft, Let us examine 
whether the ſucceſſors of Robeſpierre are We to 
app its place by means of error. 

Hoabtleſs they would ſeize on all Bi o- 
perty, had their precurſor leſt them any: yet to diſco- 
ver. But no; the rbyal repoſitory (the garde meuble), 
the diamonds of the royal family, the plate of indi- 
viduals, the treaſures of the churches, the hoſpital 
| pbor- boxes, have all been ſucceſſively put up to falc, 
in the name of tlie nation, or pillaged by the Jaco- 
: bins; aud every thing is no conſumed, or divided 
among the great crowd of plunderers. The Direc- 


( 3% ) 


tory may now look around them in vain, for there no 


longer ext{t any maſſes of property worth the ſeizure. 
The ſtock of the Eaſt India Company, that of the 
Caifle d'Eſcompte, the ſavings of the corporations, 
the money of the colleges, and even the property of 
minors - what is there but has diſappeared under the 
tyranny of the founders of this devouring republic? 
Of all theſe branches of capital, whether real or 
fictitious, ſcarcely any veſtiges remain but the pages 
ef the Great Book. 
But it will be ſaid, perhaps, that the caſe i is very 


different with regard to ſpecie, which, in fa, is not 


much. ſcarcer, but only more generally diſſeminated 
than before, as was obſcrved. by Lecouteulx. It is 
this very diſſemination that baniſhes, all hopes of its 
being acceſſible for a long time to come; for it is cer- 
tain, there is nothing which the French know ſo well 
how to conceal, at the preſent, as their money, I 
can even adduce ſufficient proof, that ſince the 
r8th Fructidor they have again begun to export it, or 
bury it in the earth. This proof is derived not only 
from the exceſſive riſe in the price paid for bills of 


exchange on foreign countries, and in that of the rate 


of diſcount, but alſo from the relative prices of gold 
and filver before the revolution, during its Progreſs, 
and fince the events of the 18th Fructidor. 

And here I muſt requeſt the reader to accompany 
me in a ſhort digreſſion, which may furniſh him with 
an excellent thermometer, whereby, at all times, to 
judge of the degree of confidence or diſtruſi placed 
by the people of Paris in their leaders, It is evident, 


that the relative price of gold and fil yer depends o 
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their reſpective abundance or ſcarcity; and as this 
has not much varied in Europe during the laſt twelve 
years, every thing ſhows, that their comparative va- 
lue in France would, independent of the revolution, 
have continued nearly at the rate according to which 
M. de Calonne regulated the new coinage *, and at 
which it {till continues throughout the reſt of Europe, 
where fine gold generally coſts 1 54, 1 54, or 153 times 
its weight in fine ſilver. Under Robeſpierre, the 


price of gold at Paris roſe to 165; and foon after, 


when Pichegra and Barthelemy were at the head of 
affairs, fell a trifle lower; whereas, ſince their tranſ- 


* Previous to the new coinage that took place in his adminiſtra 
tion, and with which his countrymen have ſo unjuſtly reproached 


bim, four French crowns contained of fine filver 144 times the 


tively to filver had in fa& increaſed throughout Europe fince the 
year 1726, when this proportion was firſt adopted, M. de Calonne 
acted very. wiſely in retrenching ſomething from the weight of the 
louis. Perhaps he went 4 little too far in altering it to the propor- 
tion of 1 to 153; but I am inclined to think the French ſyſtem of 
coinage then Naw the moſt perfect throughout Europe, as that 
of Great Britain has continued the moſt defeCtive ever fince the end 
of the laſt century, when the Chancellor of the Exchequer Mon- 
tague ordered a new filver coinage, without making the fame altera- 


eta. 4 of pure gold in a louis d'or; and as the value of gold rela- 


tion as M. de Calonne introduced in France with reſpect to the gold 


coin. 
Every thing, however, now ſhows, that it is too late to alter the 
reſent Englith ſtandard; and that, at the general pacification, the 
ket · price of gold and filver will be, throughout Europe, very 
nearly in the proportion of 1 to 152, as ſettled under Queen Elizabeth, 
But ſyſtem of coinage m England, which is ſo much admired in 
France, is extremely defective in almoſt all its branches; and were it 


nat for the invention and the ſucceſs of bank notes, its defects would 


long fince have provoked a reform. Such a reform cannot be ef- 
fectual unleſs it be complete; and I am very doubtful whether it 
would be prudent to enter upon it till all the old channels of com- 
merce are again opened on the continent, or till we know the in- 
gvence which the French revolution will continue to have on the 
3 value of gold and ſilver, after having cauſed vaſt quantities 
of the former to be buried in the earth, and of the latter to be car- 
ee dhe giant | | « 
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is IM portation, it has gradually. riſen, to 117. The rate 
dated in the lat Paris papers is far more important 
"E than is at firſt 1magined,, becauſe it ſhows. the extent 
n, ol the ſacrifices. made by monied men te place their. 
h property beyond the reach of the miniſters of terror *. 
at If to obtain one pound weight of fine gold, which at 
e, London is now worth only 1.52: pounds of, fine ſilver, 
es the Paxriſians ſubmit to pay 17, this ſacrifice clearly 
* ariſes, from the pound of gold, through the ſuperior 
r, ſpecific. gravity of that metal, occupying little more 
of than half as much ſpace as a pound of ſilver; and there- 
11. fore the ſame nominal ſum requiring but.,zth or th ; 
— as much ſpace as it would in ſilver, may the eaſier = 
eſcape the notice of the government and of their 'Y 
ſpies, When the diſtruſt excited. by the latter is ſuffi- 
cient to induce men to give ſo high a premium, all the 
meaſures requiſite to defeat their oppreſſions are taken 
beforehand ; they have no further means of ſeizing 
gold and filver, and on the firſt attempt to graſp at 
them, the little ſpecie that ſtill continues in cir- 
culatian is inſtantly buried in the bowels of the 
earth,” | 2 | TERS 

All this equally applies to forced loans, if the Di- 
rectory had the effrontery to attempt one after the 


— 


Path 6 | " 


| 7 7 . : 

* In the Paris of February 1599 fine filver, is. quoted at fi a | | . 
livres fifteen rang 8 and fine 210 at 106 Miesen ſous . 4 
ounce, Hence it follows, that eight ounces of gold, which com- 
po « mark, coſt, 852 livres, or nearly ſeventeen marks of filyer. | 

eace tyo it appears, how profitable it would; be to melt all the 7 
louis of full weight that can be procured, in order to exchange the 1 
old for ècus at the rate of 151, to be reſold at the rate of 17 in the 
tl orm of gold ingots. It is to. this that I alluded in p. 197, wen 
aties ſpeaking of the neceſſity of leaving the louis to be ſold at a market - 
Care price, however difaſtrous that meaſure may prove. ng 


% 
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decree of the 31ſt December 1797, which cancelled the 
compons, or receipts, given to the lenders of the pre- 
ceding year *. Befides, we ought not to ſuffer our- 
ſelves to be the dupes of high-ſounding words. The 
pretended voluntary donations, ſolicited at the begin- 
ning of 1798, were, as Le Brun very juſtly obſerved, 
no other than a forced loan; and as they only pro- 
duced about a thouſand livres per day to the national 
treaſury, while the daily expenditure amounts to 
nearly three millions, no great effect can be expected 
from ſuch an attempt, ſhould it be again recurred to. 
Can it then be needful'to ſay more, to prove that 
terror has loſt its produdtive power; that were the 
revolutionary ' preſs again placed upon ſuch a country, 
no more juices would be found to come forth; that 
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* The decree that ſet this loan on foot contained a ſolemn pro- 
miſe to accept one” tenth of the coupons, or receipts, in 8 of 
the taxes during each of the ten following years. The miniſter 
Ramel having, in his memoir of the 2d Auguſt 1797, complained, 
that this engagement | would deduct more than thirty milliams from the re- 
* venue of, every one of thoſe years, this was ſufficient to induce the 
Councils to relieve him from that engagement though of their own 
formation, by decreeing, that the e:ght laſt couprors of the forced loan 
fhould not be accefted in ſayment of # contributions, but ſhould be con/i- 

dered. as fart of the national debt. | 

1 ſhall conclude what I have to ſay on the ſubject of this forced 
loan of 600 millions, which 1 foretold would only produce 200 mil- 
hons, with the confeſſion which the chairman, Crẽtet, made, in order to 
involve all the ſubſcribers, without diſtinction, in the great national 
bankruptcy. The forced han, ſaid he, which has produced a NOMINAL 
maſs ; 2 Ps HUNDRED millions, has not yielded more than ONE 
HUNDRED milliont in SPECIE. | | : 

Affuredly it would have ſcarcely produced en, had not the ſub- 
ſcribers been allowed thus to get rid of their aſſignats: and even to 
induce them to make this ſacrifice, it was neceſſary to perſuade 
them, that by thus throwing three fourths of the paper they held 
into the fire, they would raiſe the value of what remained in the 
- fame proportion; an idea ſo completely chimerical, that even after 
that period the aflignats fell from twenty-nine to thirty. 
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its plunderers having deprived thenifelyes"6f the rel 


fouroes of eredit by the" decree which fo inconfiders 


ately preclaimed the legality of batikraptcies, they 
are compelled to return within the narrow track of 
regular taxation; and to be contented with: thoſe im- 
poſts iich they may be able to levy om an exhauſted 
nations wWBhe have become unbhabituated to pay theng 
and wh take as much pains to ede them as they 
ſhow'refignation im ſuffering themſelves to be robbed 
of their evil and Solitical rights? Wbat would the 
great 'Monteſquiew ſuy, could he witneſs this extra- 
ordinary phænomenoh #tnohg his eourtrymen,) finos 

they have called thetnfelyes patriots aud Fepublicians ® 
he who had advanced as anlaxiem under che mo- 
narchieal government, c that a nation may 


ſuffer new taxes to be levied; but when tliey are in. 


ſulted, "they ſeel nothing but the injury done them; 
and confider every poſſible evil. as involved in the 
inſult they ſuſſer t un νινο‚νEναννο 1 ty 1 
From the year 179g, wen {he'legillators of Frames 
continued to menach the coalition h A further diſ- 
play of theit revolationary refourees, aud when, ex- 
ulting in their inexhauſtible riches, they fill" criei 
out, E Europe to * o f T'ventured' to predict, that 
the total of the regular taxes, which they then began 


to renrganize, would fiot; in the yehr 1796, procure 


them a revenue equap to the additional tates Mr. Pitt 
would that year levy on the people of Eugland. I 


was then oppoſed by a late miniſter of the eren 


finances, 'who' reproabhed me with'a'grand miſtale in 
not e e the "aired eaten A voR ro 
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EXPEDIERTS., Il lover, added he, ir. ufficiently, con- 


© ined, that they exceed, hoth, in fon cx and xX ENSLIVE- 


NESS, all LEGITIMATE and;-REGULAR, reſources, would 
wat feed himſelf with CHIMBRAS-":- vt opt ogg are 
It. is furpriſing, that, while n of their, 8 
and extenſivengſ, this writer ſhould forget to notice their 
PyRATION. But having ſupplied this ſingular omiſſion, 
let us ſee whether it is the French or the Engliſh 
8 A wit themſelyes, with chimeras. 
3 when . Bailleul was deploring ſo bitterly; the. in- 
poxeriſiment of, the people of France, the cmptineſs 
of. the treaſuxy and, above all, the Joſs of. gredit, 


Which has deprived the government of all hopes of 


filling up the deficit by means of loans, Mr. Pitt, 


who was able td botrow as much money as he wanted 


at ſix per ceni. voluntarily abandoned that mode, and 


reſolyed to gemand, I within the year, a conſiderable 


part of the extraordinary expenſes of the war from the 
pegplevi England, ip whoſe taxes it has already added 
between eight and nine millions ſterling annually. 
Les; ſuch is the farce, the egfent, and, above all, the 
DURATION of, the legitimate and regular reſources, that 
this nation has ſuffered without the leaſt murmur, a 
further increaſe of ten milliqng ſterling for the years 
1799 and 1800; ſo, that twice the annual ſum is ꝓaid 
in taxes that was le Med ſeven ycars ago, when, other 
nations thought the Engliſh,orerwbelmed: with bur- 


dens. It is very remarkable, that ſinee that: period 
the general produge of tbe old taxes has viſibly in- 
- creaſed ; but what is ſtill more remarkable, and de- 

ſerves to be proclaimed aloud throughout all Europe, 
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that every one may be upon his guard againſt the 
chimera of revolutionary expedients, the Britiſh parlia- 
ment voted. and organized this vaſt additional tax of 
250 millions of livres tournois in the ſhort ſpace of 
a month; whereas, for the four laſt years, the repre«. 
ſentatives of the revolutionized nation have held near 
a thouſand ſittings to decree and organize a perma- 


nent public revenue, the total produec of which does 


not exceed one half or two thirds of a million per day: 
This ever-memorable triumph of legitimate ways 


and means over revolutionary expedients, has been 


placed in a ſtrong point of view by à noble orator 
and a great ſtateſman in the Houſe of Peers; wWho 
having repreſented the ſtriking 'contraſti of the in- 
creaſing proſperity of the people of England; and the 


progreſſive poverty of the French, added, The 


contraſt, my Lords, is obvious, and offers itſelf to 
our attention. I ſee it with complacency and with 
pride. It is a pardonable pride, and of a good and 


moral tendency. Engliſhmen derive, from their 
conſciouſneſs of being Engliſhmen, an elevation of 


mind, which, both to the preſent race and to poſ- 
terity, will operate as an inceſſant encouragement to 
national virtue and to RIH EXERTIONS,” "ers * 
radices agit, atque etiam propagatur,: .. 

But to return to the people of Namen; 11 Aatier 
myſelf I have ſhown, that even were they as con- 
ſcientious in paying all their taxes as they are ſxilful 
in evading them; were they to entertain as much re- 


ſpelt and devotion for their leaders as 5 they feel bene. 4 
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and contempt, it would be morally impoſſible for 
them to pay half, or perhaps a third of the ſubſidies 
required even fori a peace eftabhſhment,” under the 
preſent epenſive ſorm of government; that aſter 
having clandeſtinely taken their capitals from them 
hy means of aſſignats; after having ſuſpended all 
their uſefub induſtry, to ſubſtitute war in its place, 
and exhauſted their ſources of income to the very 
oe their oppreſſors are condemned, without hopes 


of redemption; to a pic that prepares the way 
for their downfall, which they have only deferred by 
plundering Holland, Germany, Rely: and Switzer- 
land. 211 10 9117ÞF:.; #111 tits Fi 

It is only finee the tv of ha paparic cir- 
culation that this conſequence. has been diſooverable; 
and if many have deceived. themſelves on this point, 
their exxorikus atiſen from their having forgotten, that 
the ravages uf the deficit would not appear till it had 
vitiatedo the whole circulation of the body politic. 
But thaſo horrid ſymptonis are now appearing every 
Where. Whoever cloſely obſerves this republic, 
which is ſo triumphant abroad, will perceive it to be 
; rapidly. falling to ruin and diſſolution at home, and 
may eaſili aſſign for the termination of its conqueſts 
and its triumphs the period when the neutral powers, 
whom France ſtill continues to keep in awe by talking 
of her-inexhdn/tible reſorcrs, ſhall be convinced that no 
others are leſt her but the neœ plunder-ſhe expects 
from: them : by ER ae ATE big 
them ME #8 *7"5-) enn e D111 

Ass let it be thought iat Lam. guilty of 3 
ration, when I point out the deficit as a mortal diſ- 
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eaſe. It is by no means the only one that threatens 


that monſtrous government with deſtruction: but as 


this evil redoubles the activity of each of the others, 
as it baniſhes even the poſſibility of palliatives, they 
may all be confidered as concentred and included in 


the impoveriſhment which daily erodes the vitals of the 


French republic. It is not therefore without reaſon 
that the Directory complain, that the republic is 
wounded to the heart by the refuſal of the ſubſidies 
demanded ; and that the ſhrewdeſt of their ſatellites 
proclaim, that the finances are the ſoul and the vital 
breath, that cannot expire without à total difſolution'®;; 
or, that of all the calamities with which a country can 


be afflited, the diſorder of the finances is the greateſt r. 


It is only by recapitulating the principal calamities 
that ariſe from this diſorder, that we can perceive the 


' juſtice of the above compariſon, and that the finances 
are to the political body what the heart is to the 


human frame, where it is the firſt principle of life 


and motion, by pumping, as it were, the blood from 
the veins, and forcing it into the whole arterial 
ſyſtem. : 8 * * 


If the bankruptcy decreed in September 179% has 


reduced near a million of the inhabitants of France 


to beggary, what juſtification is it to ſay, with thoſe 
deputies who gave the ſanction of the law to this 
truly national ignominy, © that it is merely on account 
of financial difireſs, that the enemies of the republic 
Kill entertain ſome hopes—that they are perfectly 
well informed of the internal fituation of France, 
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which it is neceſſary to meliorate by getting rid of an 
enormous maſs of intereſt . by baniſhing the ſpectre 
of a debt neither funded nor fundable that every body 
politic which is oppreſſed by a public debt greater than 
it can bear; is conſidered as in a ſtate of decline that 
invites the invaſion of its neighbours—that the pro- 
miſes made to the public creditors were always ſubor- 
dinate to the poſſibiliſy of paying, without which both 
promiſes and ſecurities are mere illuſions -in ſhort, 
that there exiſts a moral impoſſibility of adding to the 
exiſting taxes, or even of continuing them at their 
Preſent rate during many years {—and that, in ſuch 
a ſituation of affairs, national juftice has its limits &. 

If, after. having thus paſſed a decree of national 
bankruptcy, as an act of national juftice, the public 
faith has again been violated with regard to the third 
that was ſuffered to remain; of, during the year v1. 
not even a ſingle cu has been paid to the leſſer ſtock- 
-holders, to whom the country was pledged by a de- 
eree to pay fomething more than this third, let us 
but hear what theſe bankrupts ſay themſelves : © The 
"urgency of their circumſtances becomes their excuſe || ; 
irreſiſtible neceſſity has decreed the contrary ; the 
budget, which appropriated certain funds to this pur- 
pale, has not proved 2 Fanme as was enn it 

was rather imaginary tliau real . 

It the ſame want of faith has been praiſed wands 
the wounded and mutilated ſoldiers, towards the 
2 5-000 reformed ps to and the dg 8 8b. . 5 
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8 
of thoſe who have fallen in battle, the treaſury and 
the Directory juſtify themſelves by ſaying, that 
funds were provided for theſe objects only in appearance, 
and to add difficulties to difficulties —that it has been at- 
tempted to oppoſe, under colour of an hypocritical popu 
larity, all the reſources the government were defirous of 
creating to anſwer their emergencies ; that much time 
has been conſumed either in calculating eventual receipts, 
ſubordinate to future laws which were not enatted, or in 


declaiming againſt projects more or leſs n, 


without Subſtituting others in their place x. 

If the republican government daily ali jenates, or is 
deſerted by that crowd of partiſans who originally 
ſupported them in their uſurpation, this ariſes from 
the Directory no longer having aſſignats to feed their 
enthuſiaſm by keeping them in pay; and from this 
paper circulation, which was the fr/f ring of the 
independence of the republic, having now become the Prin- 
cw of its languiſhing decay r. 

If the Councils complain of the nd; ference and the 
incapacity, the diſcouragement and the diſorganization, 
of the municipalities, | the report which ſtates the 
numerous inconveniences thence ariſing, attributes them 
ſolely to this cauſe; that it is notorious, that ſince the 
agu of the conflitutional government. (that is, 

nce the "fall of the aſſignats), e members of the 
municipal adminiſtrations HAVE RECEIVED. NO 'SALA- 
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. { 392 9 
If the judges.are, bought and old, of which the 
8 accuſe them, their accuſers have equally 
| diſcovered the ſource of this Wire for they confeſs 
theſe judges are not paid . 
If this. venality appears without Eel in the of- 
Aficers of the government, if Tallien himſelf complains 
of. the an x principle i in all the clerks, the real cauſe 
Is, that the imperious voice of raecefi ty has tog been 
gorrupting their leurs. 
If the police i is wholly 8 at Lyons, at Bour- 
deaux, at Toulouſe, the deputies from thoſe cities 
declare, the blame muſt be imputed to the want of 
funds ; that,, to eſtabliſh a police i in populous towns 
as active as the immorality of the inhabitants requires, 
it is indiſpenſably neceſſary to pay the commiſlaries, 
agents, and runners of the polite, who have received 
nothing during eighteen ; mont lis. "uy | 
WES ' 6 the. hofpitals for. foundlings | are mere bring 
* if no nurſes can be found ;, if, eb he 
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8 Tr. 
» 172 ac late] declared that moſt of the judg are reſi * 
W ao bas new 2. no candidates will offer, and 
F- Lap will ſoon; be deſtitute of tribunals; | ©. We can no longer,” z 
fays he, . with indifference the ſituation of the jud es of the 
republic. e are arriving at a' fatal period, when the tribunals will 
be — ebandoned. May that 3 which watches over our 
country falſify my / e e If the If the ſalary due to the judges be not 
raid within two months, power may be amihilated — 
.Byt where, it will be ſaid, can we 1 the neceſſary funds? We 
"muſt raiſe them from the economies which are ſo often talked of, and 
ſo razely realized.” This Hredictiou was pronounced on the 31ſt De- 
cember 1798. 
Such are the auſpices under which the year 1799 has commenced 
doe a government which ſtill continues to talk of its inexkauſtible re- 
ſources | What then will be their condition in the year 1800, even 
admitting that in the interval the French republic 1 hould 1 able to 
ſupport the war by means of the war mm , 
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gear Vi. 4 great munber of the fuck and indigent hav 
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4 died in the hoſpitals for want of BROTH AND OF BREAD ; 1 
S this muſt, be attributed to the Directory not having 
been liberated from the tyrannical yoke of neceſſity ; for, 1 
as Ramel expreſſed himſelf, had the taxes been 1 
8 punRually paid, the miniſter of the interior night have * 
0 granted relief to the hoſpitals *, | Y 
2 — — — — — — — — 9 
* The moſt.convincing proof how much the evils ſuffered by the 0 
ublic depend on the finances, and which ſtill further increaſes þ 
y that of the diſtreſs felt by the hoſpitals, is, that the ſmall ſuns that . 
8 can be appropriated to theni are wholly ſwallowed up by a crowd of Y 
ſubordinate agents who have nothing to do, and yet cannot be diſ- 95 
f charged on account of the Oy of paying what is due td ' 
8 them. Of theſe the hoſpitals of Paris alone have no leſs than 2972, 4 
whoſe ſalaries amount to oo, ooo livres a year, which is — vl 
55 the ſam of which the miuiſter of the interior had the diſpoſal in the 1 
year V1. for the relief of the ſick at Paris, who, as Garat informs f 
x us, found the hoſpitals of the metropolis he abodes of miſery and 4 
d of every ſpecies of agony. How can we, without being filled with „ 
grief aud indignation, peruſe the letter addreſſed by the adminiſtra- 4 
tors of theſe hoſpitals to the committee of finances! Order would 1 
F ſoon be every w reſtored, if we could receive a ſufficient ſum to 1 
| diſcharge that ſwarm of agents who devour and degrade the hoſpi- | 
4 tals, and who, not having received any ſalary during more than fifteen 1 
£ months, think themſelves entitled 0 live at the expenſe of theſe eſtabliſh- = 
ments, as they. cannot be diſcharged without being paid, and in the .. 
— mean while their ſalaries are going on. This meaſure once accom- 
at iſhed, order, economy, and decency, would be reſtored in the 3 
1 boſpitals; but till that is done, they will continue to be a ſcene of = 
Ie plunder,” of diſorder, and of crimes,” | 
ll This deſcription of the ſtate of the hoſpitals is a faithful picture ? 
Ir of the diſorder that prevails in moſt other adminiſtrations throughout 8 
ot France, where all the agents and clerks ay themſelves : and this is | 
* what Bailleul alluded to when he ſaid, that wherever there is a want gf 8 
le „it is extremely difficult to reſtore ordar. =_- 
1d The miniſter of the interior has publiſhed, on the aoth January | 
eo . 1799, a circular, wherein he bewails the diſtreſs of the hoſpitals and 2 
| public charities. He declares—that they are in the moſt aſflidt ing fitua- | 
ed tion—that they are in a /tate of perury that would wound the moſt inſen- ( 
. fible of hearts—that their diſtreſs has ariſen to the utmoſt leiglit, and that 1 
en it would be an outrage upon ſuffering humanity to defer relieving them for a 1 
to ſingle moment, He then adds, that * Although the law of the 11th Frimaire | 


enacts, that until the municipal adminiſtrations are poſſeſſed of ſuf- 1 
ficient funds to provide for the expenſes of this eſtabliſhment, the 


( 394 ) 
If the rifing generatibn is deprived of every kind 
of inſtruction, and left to grovel in ignorance and 
barbarifn &; if, as Briot has complained, they are now 
no better than an impure horde of afſuſſins, who are be. 
come the 'reproach of the republic : in ſhort, if one of 
his colleagues propoſes to remedy this evil by a better 
proviſion for the maſters of the primary ſchovls,” the 
miniſter of that department eagerly declares, that the 
eventual credits hitherto granted him are far from ſuf- 
ficient to pay theſe maſters thoſe ſalaries which are 
even repreſented as too inconſiderable. He repeats, 


that he has received for thoſe credits only imaginary 


| 
| 


neceſſary ſums ſhall be furniſhed by the public treaſury,” the cir- 
eumftances in which wwe are filaced do not admit of our looking forward to 
the piffibility of complying with this clauſe but at a diflant fieriod.” - 
* "Thus it was that Bonnaire expreſſed himſelf in the ſitting of 
the 6th November 1798: and on the 2gth January 1799 he added, 
We have not a moment to loſe; the inhabitants of the coun 


are immerſed in barbari/m. We muſt reſcue them from this de- 


heſe we muſt form, and afford them a reſhrefable ſubſiftence.” The 
er alone can no longer be deferred, ſaid the ſame ee a =_ 

ys before, when he announced this motion; in which he was ſtre- 
nuoufly ſupported by Leclerc, who cried out, Vo muff, above all 
things, employ your attention on the finances and frublic inftrudtion ; but 
tet the finances TAKE TRE LEAD. This, no doubt, is the natural 


— ſtate, and raiſe them in their own eyes. We want tutors! 


- order of things, and yet it appears hardly poſſible any longer to 


defer the buſineſs of the national education, for Heurtaut obſerved, 
as long ago as the 26th June 1798, that lowever numerous the 
laws on this head might be, yet they were not the leſs incomplete; 
that they were mere direct ion-hο placed at great intervals, and 
leading to a deſert.” But what more than all alarms the republican 
Bonnaire, and cauſes him ſo loudly to complain, when he conſiders 
the preſent ſtate of the primary ſchools, is, that every moment of delay 
eraſes a crowd ꝙ tlie bitants of France from the Future catalogue of 
citizens, This fear is founded on the conſtitutional act, which enacts, 
that from the year x11. every Frenchman who cannot read and write 
ſhall be eraſed from the lift of  c/1:zexs : and it is highly probable, 
that, ſhould the conſtitution exiſt at that period, ah obedience to this 


article will place France under the dominion of a very limited arif- 
tocraey. rn D e 1 2234 Derne 
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value, mere empty ciphers traced out on paper; and the 
Directory carefully add, that the law which fixed theſe 
credits for the coming year is but a mere indication. © 
If the great roads are out of repair and impaſſable, 
and if the conſequence of this is a miſerable flagnation of 
all traffic, the Directory equally point out as the cauſe 
of this evil, that for many years nothing has been done. 
in this department, nor any money paid. | 
If the two Councils inquire the cauſe of the nume 
rous robberies committed on theſe roads, the Directory 
reply, that theſe robberies are the int ſignal of a civil 


war; that there are ſcarcely three thouſand men of the - 


gendarmerie mounted throughout the republic; and that 
this evil ariſes m a great meaſure from the great blanks 
that fill exiſt in the ſyſtem of the finances *. 

If, on learning that a ſerious inſurrection had 
broken out in Belgium, the Councils apply to the 


Directory to know the real ſtate of affairs in the 


Low Countries, and the remedy of the evil, they ftill 
anſwer, © that it ariſes from the intrigues of England ; 
and that they can never expect to put a flop to theſe 
movements, ſo long as they ſhall not have ſecret funds 
at their diſpoſal ſufficient to create the means of diſ- 
covering and - counterworking all her manceuyres— 
they declare, that a ſum of a million and a half is 
indiſpenſably neceſſary for this object . 

If a few of the deputies venture to complain of 
ſcandalous contracts, the Directorial party filence 
them by ſaying, that economy in theſe contracts is 


6. * 


— * 


» Meſſage of the 6th December 1797 e 62-4 Ad 
+ Meſſage of the Directory of the 20 November 1798, 
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ampoſſible, ſo long as the national treaſury ſhall not 
be in a condition to pay ready money to the con- 
tractors, who muſt neceſſarily be compenſated for the 
riſk they run by accepting ordommances, the payment 
of which is fo precarious that the contractors, exact 
ſuch indemmities (prices) as are proportioned to the 
value of their advances, and the riſt naturally attend- 

ing en A POWERFUL DEBTOR “N. n 
If a general outcry is raiſed againſt the multiplicity 
of bankruptcies; if it is complained that they become 
more and more frequent, even among thoſe claſſes 
of merchants who have no connexions with the go- 
vernment, Bailleul repreſents, that whatever, endea- 
vous men exert 10 inſulate themſelves, it is impoſſible to 
avoid all kinds of connexion, direct or indirect, with the 
exchequer, or 10 eſcape the ſhock of its motion, which, 
beg iuning from the centre of the ſtate,” extends its effefs 
10 every point of the circumference, affefts every branch 
f affairs; and penetrates into all tie aßlums of fortune, 
| | of daboxr, and of induſtry oF 
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* Craſſous. bt, TY we 
+ Almoſt all the Paris papers that have arrived while the preſent 
work has been in the preſs are full of new facts and new ſtatements, 
Which prove, that, ſo far from having indulged, in the preceding 
N in the ſmalleſt exaggeration, I have kept far within the line 
of truth / | 5 | 7 | 
Among other things it there appears, that at the very time when I 
was expreſſing my ſurpriſe with regard to the two Caiſſes d E ſcomptes, 
and the continuance of the credit given to their paper, the principal 
- of thoſe banks ſtopped payment. But a ſtill greater evil attended 
"this ſuſpenſion, which might eaſily have been foreſeen, and which 
Jt was highly important to prevent, fince it ſeryed. as a fignal, and 
afforded a pretext, to innumerable trades-people; from one end of the 
country-to-the other, te fot payment, though their coffers were full. 
This is the language of_the Deputy Pollard, when complainipg of 
the concerled. roincidence, they. ſeem to, have pyrſued. in their failvres ; 
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If, though the tax on tobacco was decreed  prin- 
eiple more than a year ago, the two Councils have not 


- 
bs n . I" ah. * 


on which occaſion he delivered; on the 28th December 1798, the 
folloving fond); el e 

« T am come to this tribune to denounce the numerous and im- 
menſe bankruptcies that daily multiply with dreadful rapidity ; and 
which, extending through all the ramifications of commerce, threaten 
ultimately to ſwallow up and deſtroy it. From the m6ment theſe 
bankruptcies broke out at Paris, they began to be immediately felt 
at Marſeilles, Bourdeaux, Lyons, Rouen, Nantz, and even at Or- 
leans, the paper of which laſt had been eſteemed the moſt ſecure. 
I admit that commerce had previouſly ſuffered much, and that che 
fear of a renewal of the war with the coaleſced powers has given a 
mortal blow to credit: but all theſe events onght to have been long 
ſince foreſeen. It is true, they may have diminiſhed the number of 
commercial tranſactions, but they are not the cauſe of the bankrupts, 
with infolent and audacious effrontery, trampling in their phaetons on 
the miſery , of, thoſe whoſe ruin they have occaſioned. Te fail in 
every engagement, and give uh a flattment of their feli, is to them be- 
come mere $PORTs.” Atte wax: enn 

All this is but too probable; but who has given this example to 
the nation ? Is it not their own repreſentatives who have made it 
mere SPORT, to violate the engagements of the nation? Is it not thoſe 
who have ſanctioned this infamous bankruptcy, as the only means 
of having their 'coffers full, and augmenting what they call their v 


demmities ? Is it not thoſe who, after having thus fattened on the ſpoil, 


of the unfortunate ſtockholder, behold him with in/olent and audacious 
effrontery, and trample in their tribune on the miſery of theſe whom they have 
ruined ? © © 

In reverting. to this iniquitous tranſaction, it is difficult to ſay 
whether we ought to feel more horror at the motives then aſſigned 
by theſe fraudulent bankrupts, or thoſe they now allege in their 
excuſe. The grand argument employed by. Villers was as follows : 
England will contemplate this operation (the reduction of the dividends 
to one third of their W wa envy, for die rants to. oo the ſame ; 
bur fhe has not, lite you, any national domgins to grant. Incredible as it 
may appear, Lecouteulx, who firſt ſuggeſted the idea of this na- 
tional infidelity, by repreſenting it as a mere family affatr, has lately 
publiſhed a work 4 to accuſe Mr. Pitt of having been the 
cauſe of this ſtep. If we liſtet to this French legiflator, it is te in- 
fernal genius of the Britiſh cabinet ; it is its malign mnfluence, which, after 
having fo 4 co-herated in the defiruction of Lyons, . has influenced 
the French nation to deftiroy their national credit for euer. : 

It is to be remarked that the ſame Pollard, whom we have before 
quoted, after having denounced with ſo much indignation the pri- 
vate fraudulent bankrufits, coneluded his Tpeech by exclaiming, 2 
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yet ſucceeded in reorganizing an eighth part of the 
thirty-two millions it produced to the monarchy, we 
muſt by no means imagine this ariſes either from the 


ſhame. of re-eſtabliſhing for the republican exchequer 


the old monopoly which had been aboliſhed as odious, 


or from; that of deſtroying the private manufactories 


that have riſen upon the ruins of the great royal 


one: no; it muſt be acconnted for by the neceſſity of 


an advance of twenty or thirty millions, which would 
not be returned for ſeveral years *. The treaſury is 
beſet and haraſſed with demands of too preſſing a 
nature to be able to ſacrifice any thing to ſuture pro- 
ſpects, however conſiderable the expected profits may 


appear. Thus it is that the exhauſted. fate of the 


finances becomes alternately a cauſe and an effect, 
even to the precluſion of reſtoring a: branch of re- 
venue ſo Hittle burdenſome to the people, and which 
it is in vain attempted to replace by the moſt vexa- 
tious taxes. So true is it, as Bailleul, has expreſſed 
himſelf, that tore ęabliſi the finunces is to lay a founda- 


* Kn 5 71 . , | ' $104 bi er N eee ; 4 
flould we conceal the truth from 1 and ſhut our. eyes to the intrigues 


freien agents and to the work of Pitt? I. accuſe the Engliſh 
NE . all theſe bankruptcies, © _ vs hg 

* This was well explained by Riou in the ſitting of the Jo De- 
ceniber 1797. He ſet out with ſhowing, that the propoſed decree 
would: ruin the, private manufaftories ; but this object detained him 
very little, and he added with great . « Could you, how- 
ever, deſerting conſiderations of redityde, but really find your advantage 


in it! Could you, while reviving the whole monopoly of ſnuff, but 


be fure; by that means, of ens Kronos and that /peedily /—Bur. 
no; White you are waiting for the future proſpect of a few million; 
of annual profit, you would be for the preſent od/ige4, however 
diſaſtrous it might be, to diſburſe at leaſt twenty millions for the unavoid- 
able expenſes, of the eſlabliſi ment,, and the jrurchaſe of the raw materials.” 
Others of the members proved by calculations, that theſe anavoid - 
able di/our/ements would amount to thirty, or even forty millions. 
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lion for the proſperity of tlie nation aud the happineſs * 
us citizens | 

=; the-lafi invaſion of leon, bes ended only in 
their confuſion, the Directory have boldly anticipated 
the reproaches that might be , thrown upon them. 
They loſt no time in announcing that cataſirophe; ; 
but they added, that it was.. preceded. by circum- 
ſtances ſtil} more calamitous: for General Hardy could 
not get.thoſe funds into his hands which were aſſigned 
to him for the pay of the W and the total want 


23 — 
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If the committee of marine declare, that the public 
monuments. fall to decay; that the national edifices 
are in runs; that the dykes are burſting, the quays 


giving way, the light-houſes, diſappearing, and. the 
ports choking up; this , ariſes, from the deficit alone, 
ay. they, and. from that want of funds which has hi- 


therto paralyſed the beft and the wiſeft ſchemes - ERIE 
Ia ſhort, incredible as it may appear, when the 
two Councils were hefitating relative to the expe- 
diency of ſanctioning. the infamous bankruptcy pro- 


poſed to them by the Directory, the latter endea- 
voured to put an end to their wavering by the fol- 
ur, confidential communication, which no doubt 

made them ſtart from their ſeats. Soon you: will not, 


2 * 


* See the ati of the oc ©8blr * where it is aſ- 
ſerted, that if this ſquadron had failed with the other, Treland would 
have been entirely /c 1 5 from England. This article in the DireQo- 

al gazette concluded_in theſe words: How 3 is it to re- 
ta, that all theſe evils ariſe from the funds ordered b 7 the Directory 

aer having | been . in time, on an occaſion ſuch primary 
nitu | * 
"+ Daubermeſnil. | 
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anner repreſentatives, *be able 8x evinir" 10 tak?" 4 
moment's repoſe in your abodes at Paris,” if the repuirs 
which are urgently-requifitt' be — made in ne auknkits 
fande "Paris . ob 4 lr 0014 ereilt rtl: 
Tubiis, no doubt, is ii; as well as-the cont- 
plaints of the government relative to the impoſſibility 
of their providing for the repairs indiſpenſably requi- 
ſite in the lazärettoœs of Marſrilles and Toulon . 
1. is evitient they expect, by raiſing theſe alarms, to 
produce à certain effoct in the two Councils; and 
this alone is ſufficient ene ene reul internal Rate 
of France. | - Po ED) 3-935. 
What an Het Tits of renlections! What! 
after" Having conflſcatedl the magnificent edifices of 
the mettopolis, and anenated them for th& moſt bo. 
temptible fams, the plunderers are reduced te a Con- 
feſnon, that they tremble at the proſpect of not 
Baving it in their per to appropriate the necefſary 
funds to preſerve" thefr country from "the! playue, or 
fupport the PTE that * 
LESS 2 pat 8 9 Pb pdt e 


'*Meiſige'of the 26th September 1797 401 Ne rtl 


See the bp he otfiecrs of health bras 
— retto in the 9 of the e of the n 6 3 ub- 


eee ſays 8 of the an pane by - 15798, is; that 
* Sg, . t 
HO N a An ke up; N been lon 
they cannot ber 2 fart of about 65,000! 
livres, hath have, 5 ſued for i 7 vain; and that if 43 
repairs af the port of Pymegue are much longer neglected, 
n ee rads, and, e e 
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hotels, great part of the city of Paris itlelf, and the 
three Palaces where the regicides hold their fittitigs) 
Jet it is ſubſequent to this memorable confeſſion 
that they have allotted'themfſelves for? mlt aud i 
half of additional indemnities or fafirits; 'utider” pye- 
text that the repreſentatives of the Krk maffon in co 

world ought to be Todged in a manner W 
glory "they lade ach In ſhort, — Fee. a- 
crew of a wreck, who, having loſt all Hope of pt. 
ſervation, endeavour to battiſh the thotigzits of their 
approaching deſtruction, by oor} their aan 
ments to drunkenneſs and pillage. . 

"This it is, that with this thiaficd nation one of 
order brings on another; thus it is, that ev ery thing 
centres in the finances, while the inextficable 7 — 
into which they Have fallen prodütes intlumerable 
evils more and more terrific and Alarming: 1. l 
no longer be ald, 2% 6; i THREATEN s 
ARE ACTUALLY DRAGGING ALL THE BRANCHES of = 
government 10 pissoHbTibx. Sach was the language 
of the Directory in their welſage © * ev wer; 
tember 1797 hn ach 10-470) Sb 

I am ata 1015 t6 Aber by what Crd of 150 
ment it can be denied,” that what is taking place in 
the. interior of the country juſtifies this outery of 
alarm; and I ſcarcely know whether I ought to be 
at the Paine of replying to that multitude of timid 
and uninquiring minds, who ſeribuſſy fuſiſt, that 
we cannot judge of the effects of ch diſorders; and 
that the new fiſcal art 6f the Frehch is a ſpecies of 
occult ſcience, wherein it would be uſeleſs to attempt 


to follow” them ; as if he itweffigtic required an,; j 


* more than mere patient attention; as if a more 
D D 


; ( 


important object of ſtudy could exiſt for the 13 


tions whom the Directory menace with their devaſta- 
tions; or as if it were not evident that they have 
thus prolonged their on career of plunder, and the 


apathꝝ af their, neighbours, only by gaining poſſeſſion 
| r their finances through the terror they have excited 


at the extenſizeneb,of their reſources !, YOu g's 


Theſe men, however, tojuſtify not only the fear they 


| have felt.; and propagated. of theſe r revolutionary reſources, 
but that which, they ſtill. feel, will doubtleſs endea- 


vour to inyalidate all the documents recorded i in this 
work, by. ſaying, with a tone of incredulity, that 


theſe pretended youchers prove nothing but the per- 
petual contradictions of the, ſpeakers; that the re- 


ports I haye taken ſo much pains to colleQ, generally 


contain no. facts but, ſuch, as are no facts at all; that 
the impoſtors. who; publiſh them are intentionally, de- 
8 ceiving foreign nations relative to the internal ſtate of 
France, as they deceive France, relatiye to the diſpo- 


| | ſitions of foreign nations; and that we ought no more 
to rely on the ill-boding repreſentations of the one, 
relative, to the exhauſtion of the republic, than on the 


boaſting of the others relative to their opulence and 


Proſperity. Beſides, they lng we 18 never 

exaggerate. their diſtre(ſes, in their public welſages.; 
becauſe theſe meſſages are ſolely. intended to obtain 
degrees for ney, taxes; and becauſe they, can neither 
procure. theſe, nor gyen. Juſtify, the demand, but by 


ſhowing that a dreadful abyſs is yawning, beneath the 


republic; that the party who perſiſt in reſuſing new 


ſubſidies, muſt alſo paint in the darkeſt colours the 


- mifery of the people, and their want of power to 
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ſapport the burden; and that whenever the latter de- 
clare they have no. more than is ftri&ly neceſſury ſor 
themſelves, or that their capitals are diſſipated, and 
that all their reſources are dried up: then their. 
leaders inſtantly change. their tone, and aſſert, that 
theſe reſources are entire, immenſe, inexhauftible ; ; that 
therefore no inference can be drawn from their ba 
rangues, but that they bear all the marks of exaggera- 
tion, invalidate themſelves, and deſtroy one another. * 

But .I deny that any exaggeration exiſts in the 
documents on which my reaſoning is founded when 
proving the decay of agriculture, the ſubverſion of 
the colonies, the ruin of the manufactories, the an- 
x nihilation of commerce, and the ſtagnation of pte · 
ductive jabour. When theſe official reports are cor- 
rohorated by the enormous deficit of the public re: 
venue, by the accounts of the treaſury, which prove 
that during the eleven firſt months of the year! vz. 
the taxes have always yielded leſs and leſs, in pro- 
portion as new rigours have been invented for levy- 
ing them, by the ſubſequent avowal of the Directory 
and their tniniſter of contributions, who proclaim, 
that ſince theſe are multiplied, he receipts grow more 
tardy, that the accounts of the Hampe duties, during the” 
three firſt months of the year vil. evince a conſiderable 
diminution, and that the receipts Jiave not increaſed 
fince the commencement of the ſecond quarter * ; when 
we take a ſurvey, I ſay, of this immenſe number of 
authentic and concurrent documents, N we F 


——_— 11 1 22 3 2s" 


_ + Theſe — fea hd hatigs or ul 

December a but more particularly in that of the ad 0 
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be allowed to expreſs our aſtoniſhment that they 


tan leave a ſhadow of a doubt relative to the radi- 
cally exhauſted ſtate of that wretched nation. There 
is nothing to deduct from this vaſt catalogue of con- 


ſeſſions of their leaders, except their oriental ſtyle, 


's which they miſtake'for the nervous language of liberty, 


and which will for ever render them the laughing- 
io. of Europe, as f ſoon as they ſhall have ceaſed to 
be its terror. 

There 18, however, nothing: oriental, nothing de- 
a matory, 1 in the four principal repo orts: I mean that 


| Fherein the commercial deputics ee, that trade 


is draggihs ſe If along 7 ils own ruins, and that 
the” abb 256 WE up that" of Laporte on the 

fagnatlon ök⸗ the" adac that wherein Ball- 
leal Has Uifplayel the Calamitöus influence of the 


Hatibngf Bankrdptey- on oh and agriculture; 


and *that whertin® Lebouteulx pourtrayed the univer- 
fal iſery of the Claſſes that wete formerly fich. ad 
affloent. This Taft feport Ts equilly coriciſe, Karle, 6 
and full of certain and wellknown facts, r Phech 


all France was competent to judge. Caf it then be 


poſed that if the Pirectory had it in their power, 
975 would have hefttated "to contradiet "theſe | 
Mets, on the faith of which the Council of Eller, 
undtiimouſly refuſed them the fübfidles they were 


ron In wort, it mußt be evident to r 
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be Bot Erbe four Hr are amply Saks by a TT the 


new committee of finances have lately preſented on the 28th January 


1.799, by their chairman Males, from which the following are ſome 
Extra 


* 22005 the wretched ſtate of our commercial connexions abroad. 


What do we witneſs at Os in theſe times of univerſal diſtruſt 
4 
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one, that thoſe of the deputies who begin to deplore 
the impoveriſhment of France, ſtate clear and nume- 


th 
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and diſcredit? Manufactories in a ſtate of ſtagnation or of ruin; de- 
ſerted workſhops ; men formerly employed in active induſtry, and in 
clothing our armies, turned money: jobbers; others, whoſe mer- 
cantile genius rendered every other nation tributary to France, beg- 
ging for the precarious ſubſiſtence of collecting the tolls at turnpikes, 
or becoming clerks in the public offices.” | Nai 
Agriculture is overwhelmed with unſold proviſions; but, fer 
want of ability in the conſumers to 4 for them, they "periſh in the hands of 
the farmer. Should this ſtate of affairs continue, the quantity re - 
produced, will neceffarily be 1% and leſt every year; and thus, 
perhaps, we ſhall at length experience the horrors of a famine. * 
Our internal commerce 1s ſtill more wretched; and beneath its 
ſteps; devouring uſury and unexpected failures are yawning to de- 
wn” 1 . 4. 175 81 
This paper concluded by declaring, that without the eſtabliſh 
ment of ſome new branch of revenue, we muſt expect to witneſs an 
exceſſive riſe in the intereſt of money, increaſing failures, and a con · 
ſtantly progreſſive ang mentation of the deficit, until it produces the wet 
CALAMITIES the enemies of the reſublic are wiſhing for.” To avoid 
theſe cataſiiqaler, the chairman propoſed a tax of a' fou_or_a half; 
penny fer pound on /alt. Nor is it to be wondered at that this tay 
was fejected, when we obſerve one of his chigf arguments for the 
expediency of new taxes on conſumption is, that the articles, on. 
which they are laid feriſi for want of conſumers who are ABLE ro rA 
FOR THEM. 5 f ; ; £37 
This report was but a few weeks poſterior to that wherein the 
ſame committee of finances had aſſerted as a certain fact, that the deſi 
eit amounted only to forty-five millions. Scarcely, however, had 
they obtained the tax on windows and coach-gateways, which, ac- 
cording to them, ought almoſt entirely to have covered it, before th 
came forward to reveal, that, notwithſtanding this ſubſidy, the defi 
would ſamount, not to forty-five, but to fifty millions. Nor is this 
all; five days after this retraction, the Directory ſent a meſſage to 
the Councils, informing them, that their committee were alſo miſta- 
ken in computing the deficit of the year vi- at only fifty millions, 
for that it was 43, 778,262 livres far the fr/? quarter, and this exclu- 
ſively of that on the receipts of the additional 22 5 millions appro- 
priated to the extraordinaries of the army. | 
Do not imagine,” continues the meſſage, © that our ſituation 
is improved at the beginning of the ſecond quarter. The receipts 
have ſeldom exceeded the average rate of ten millions er decade; 
they have moſt frequently fallen s HoT of that Jum ; and ſuch is now the 
ſituation of the national treaſury on the 12th of this month (31ſt 
January 1799), that there remains only for the ſupply of this decade, 
4,660,880 livres, gs. gd. a ſum which it NOT SUFFICIENT to enſarg 
the fray of the ar mies. The ſubſiſtence of the troops is not certain; 
| ' DD 3 
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r6us facts, while the Directory and their agents, 
who, from time to time, exaggerate the proſperity 
and reſources of the Great Nation, do not even at- 
tempt to contradict theſe facts, and never adduce 
any of a contrary tendency ; unleſs we chooſe to 
confider as ſuch the mere boaſtings of ſome of the 
ſpeakers, who aſcend the tribunes to declaim with 
exultation on the fine climate of France, her fertile foil, 
favoured by mr Eo, foo mie gel 50 1 8 WW 27 


| n 


How (ie wal we continue to behold the extra- 
Glen ſhæ nomenon of a ſtate, which, in the midſt 


ok ſuch complete diſorganization, ſtill proceeds with 


the impulſe originally given it by its aſſignats, and 
Which, Withont having time to recover from its ruins, 


dally witneſſes the fracture of the ſprings that give it 


motion, and which had hitherto remained entire? 


This! is 4 problem, for the ſolution of which the expe- 


rience of the paſt affords us no data; becauſe it is 


hitherto without example, that a government in- 
volved in JR is age can * {NG maintain itſelf 


nern WTO wo Nos gas : * * r! 4 


2 
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26 proviſioning of the Socher wholly l or yy incom- 
par A Eee vu ſervants of the public are in the grea 2 
iſtreſs, and yet no 75 can be given then. he moſt urgent at 
ments are uſpended ; t opal credit ſinks inſtead of of ing, that of 
. individuals is involved in its e e the expenditure 1 is in- 
already been compromiſed, is in 
danger 87 a fatal and immediate cataſtraie. Theſe are notorious Bon 
«wich no ee, aſſertion can 7 — By makin 426 you acquainted 
5507 them, the ireftory are fulfilling a ſevere They bis- 
HARGE themſe ehues in the preſence of the republic of all R ee 
er the, diſa 8 conſequences that, would attend an interruption of the moft 
1 and moſt fecred branches of .the ſerwice.” _ 
he, Manfteur ſtates, hat 4 long and violent agitation, took place 
ofe this meſſage. was read; Which 15 the more obable, 28 if 
eceipts are me ſufficient to. enſure fe vA of the army, the INDEM» 


| wha xs of the two duncils begin t to be extremely precarious, 
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under the burden of ſo great a deficit; But the fall 
of this expiring monſter is no leſs certain, and will 
be no leſs terrible, becauſe it has been 30 long + a 
ferred. 

I know that, among its numerous victims, are ſome 
who begin to believe its exiſtence may be permanent, 
and that it can eternally endure theſe convulſions, 
merely becauſe it has ſurvived the deſtruction of its 


paper circulation during two whole years. Though 
it is natural, misfortune ſhould render men impatient, - 


yet thoſe Frenchmen who, reproach me with having 
fed them with fallacious hopes, and who ſeem. to eſti- 
mate the moving power or the duration of. ſtates, by 
the laws of animal vitality, will permit me to repeat 
what I have elſewhere obſerved, that we muft be very 
ignorant of hiftorical fadts, if we imagine the diftreſs of 
the finances of ſo vaſt an empire can, arreſt its progreſs 


from day to day, as a houſe of trade is compelled to fuſ- 


pend all their enterpriſes from the n when their fis 
bill bs 3 *, | * 
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—* Aae de Þ hacks des Finances de la Rejiubligue usa 
feendant I Annte 1796, % f 229. 
This paſſage r urely to have protected me from the reproach 
of having pre the inſtantaneous fall of the uſurpers on the very 
day when hy 2 7545 plate ſhould be broken in their hands. The 
author of an ingenious work, entitled, Antidote au Congrer de Raftadt, 

has lately ſaid, that“ I was right to aſſign an early period for the fall of 
the paper circulation, but that I was wrong in concluding, that-of the 
ien muſt follow it; Far, adds he, il has wot fallen, nor is ir 
PROBABLE TIT '$HOULD 3 fince it has done mort wan merely to exiſt on 
faber, it has exifled without iir HAS rau MEANS TO D@ 
WITHOUT FINANCES, 

Although it be wholly aniniportait” to the public whether an ink 
vidual has been more or leſs —_— in his con gre! Þ may be 
allowed to remind the reader, that even in my N pablicitiva 1 
inſiſted that the æra of this political death Gegend, above all things, 
on the allied. powers pier ſevering in the war, and on the II of their 
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leave jt for the impartial reader to pronounce, 
whether. the; diffolution of this body politic has not 
proceeded with infinitely greater rapidity than could. 
have been expected, when we take into the account 
the pillage of ſo many various countries, by means 
of which it has kept its ground during the laſt three 
years: I leaye him alſo, to decide whether it is with 


8 2 
I. 


. - 
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Saxrifices) to rrevent the retublican armies from. getting: frofſeffion of the re- 
ee of e am: . wiſhed to 2 . 22 + Jar to conquer 
others.” But it tis [infinitely more inter than any perſonal con- 
troxerſies, to ſtudy the future by contemplating the paſt, How is it 
_ poffible the writer T have j quoted ſhould advance that the republic 
7 —— wytheut+ finances ? Has he forgotten the 200 millions of Bata 
vian reſeriftions, and the thirty millions in /recze, which Bonaparte 
boaſted, in the year 27965. of having ſent from Italy to the treaſury of 
Paris? hs be never heard of the + forty-five. millions which the 
agents of the treaſury levied there in the following year? Does he 
d td deny the /pecuniary/ contributions which: the King of 
— ſexeral of the German princes, have paid to the Darec- 
?. Does he imagine no part of the plate of the churches which 
. have been pilaget and plundered, wherever the republican armies 
have appeared, been brought to Paris? Has he appreciated the 
roduce of the ſecond pillage of Rome, and the treaſures ſeized at 
| e and Zurich? Has he conſidered the contributions expended 
on the ſpot in Italy and Germany, and the requiſitions in kind 
which have there maintained, during three years, above half the 
armies of France? If all theſe facts are notorious, it is not a fact, 
as he aſſerts, that the republic has found means to do without finances. 
All that is really true is, that, in default of finances of her own, ſhe 
has found means, as 1 feared ſhe would, to ine the reſources of her 
adverſaries, that ſhe. might employ them againſt themſelves. | 
+ Should the nations they threaten with deſtruction, ſtill continue 
thus to ſuffer themſelves to be plundered; ſhould Tuſcany, Spain, 
and Portugal fall alſo into their hands; and when the Emperor is 
nttacked, which he muſt be very ſoon, ſhould the ſovereigns of 
the North remain idle and indifferent ſpectators of his fall, as he was 
himſelf a ſupine and paſſive witneſs of the invaſion of Piedmont 
and of Naples; in ſhort, ſhould France indemnify herſelf for the loſs 
of the Bank of England, by ſeizing that of Berlin, which ſhe be- 
holds with equal avidity as the treaſures of Medina and Mecca; 
*- then ſo long as theſe treaſures ſhall laſt, will the author of 7 Antidote 
be able to ſay this republic will vt nece/arily fall; but ſhould it 
be reduced to its own reſources, I perfiſt in aſſerting that 11 
WILL FALL BY THE EXHAUSTION OF ITS FINANCES. 
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the finances of their neighbours, or their own, that 
the French have ſupplied the loſs of the affignats, 
and hitherto ſurvived the deficit that conſumes them : 
I leave him to determine whether the miſery of the 
plundering nation is not ſtill greater, and, above all, 
more durable, than the impoveriſhment of the plun - 
dered countries: and I aſk whether the coleſſal for- 
tune which the conquerors expected to raiſe with the 
produce of their extenſive and unprincipled rapacity, 
and which only, overawes the ignorant, is not of the 
ſame nature with that by which the Roman conſul 
recogniſed all the figns of the profoundeſt indi- 
gence: Dives es, ſin autem propter aviditatem pecuniz, 
nullum quaſium tur pem putas,—:fi quotidie fraudas, deci- 
bir, poſeie, _paciſeeris, aufers, rips ; , soctos 30» 

LIAS ærarium expilas ; fi teſtamenta amicorum expettas, 
autne erpec tas quidem at ipſe SUPPONIS :., hec..utrum 
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| x ' CONCLUSION... 


; | The French Mme can no longer 7 0 it but bi means. 1 
8 Mar. 


Pi LUTARCH informs us that Fynn d was com- 
pelled to make incurſions on his neighbours, becauſe 
he was not rich enough to maintain his 6000 infan- 
try and 600' horſe at home. The ſame poverty which 
two thouſand years ago induced that prince to under- 
take the conqueſt of Italy, has in our own times 
«driven Bonaparte into the ſame country; and moſt 
aſſuredly, had the modern Italians, after their firſt 
defeats, diſplayed the leaſt fpark of that dauntleſs 
ſpirit by which the little Roman republic repaired 
9— check they ſuffered, the modern Pyrrhus would 
long ago have cried out, like his predeceſſor, . Ano- 
ther victory, and I am undone; his ſoldiers would long 
ago have ſaid to each other, like thoſe of the greateſt 
captain of antiquity, Omnium victores, ammium inapes 
Lim, nec lururid ee , ſed bello e belli 
onſanpfmis. 
f Nor would it yot be too late to vn them to 
' that- extremity,” could all the nations whom the 
government of France threatens with deſtruction, be 
convinced that war is now neceflary to its exiſtence; 
ttuthat after having irretrievably deprived themſelves, of 
it the reſources of paper circulation; after having ex- 
| hauſted all the productive expedients which they de- 
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rived from the influence of terror at home, nothing 
now remains for the Directory but to ſpread that ter- 


ror abroad; in ſhort, that they can only obtain ſuc- 


ceſs by partial wars, which afford them time, aud 
furniſh the means of. ſucceſſively plundering every 


country where induſtry has produced thoſe riches 


which they behold with envy and rapacity. _ 
Yes, partial wars are the only mine that remains 


for them to explore : nor have they, without working | 


it with redoubled vigour, hitherto ſupplied the emp- 
tineſs of their treaſury, and enabled two thirds of their 


armies to be paid and fed by Switzerland, Germany, 


Holland, and Egypt. If they go on ſeizing the re- 
ſources of the weak to turn them againſt the power- 
ful, the King of Sardinia's fate awaits all the fove- 
reigns of Europe. Even ſuch of the latter as ſtill believe 
themſelves invulnerable, may vainly diſplay in inſu- 
lated heroiſm their uncooperative prodigies of valour; 
ike the inhabitants of Schweitz and Underwald, 
they will go longer be able to ſtruggle againſt the 
torrent they have ſuffered to increaſe, and their ſub- 
jets will deplore, when it is too late, as did the moſt 
warlike of the Swiſs, that they did not ruſh in a maſs 
on the common enemy, the very moment when the 
latter paſſed the frontiers of the Helvetic league. 
What would have been the fate of the Engliſh na- 


tion, had they participated in the torpor of the conti- 


nental powers; had they alſo offered themſelves as 


victims to theſe new] Vandals, and had they not in 


due time made the neceſſary preparations to deprive 

them of all hopes of pillaging their bank, or of 

maintaining fleets and armies at their expenſe ? For- 
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tunately, however, the whole nation felt that no 
other means of ſaving their properly exiſted, than to 
facrifice a great part of their incomes, and that it 
was meceſfary to take up arms in defence of their 
country, of their liberty, of the throne, and of the 
altar. It is by means of this twofold national effort, 
that the King of Great Britain, atter having called 
forth near 300,000 ſoldiers, and 100,c00 ſailors, in 
their own defence, has found means to blockade the 
enemy in their ports, and ſpread an univerſal con- 
ſternation over | thoſe very coafts ſrom which the 
French had promiſed to invade his domintons, 
When, on the 3zoth December 1797, Jean de Bry, 
without concealing the dangers of this maritime ex- 
pedition, confeſſed that it was fufficiently juſtified by the 
neceſſity; af tlie nieafure , he let ſlip, in ſew words, 
that truth, which Ihave been endeavouring in the 
. courſe of this work to prove: I mean that the op- 
Pfeeſſors o France could no longer exiſt at home but 
by ſending their ſlaves: to. foreign pillage, and that 
they are: henceforward compelled to calculate not fo 
much the probable dangers, as the pothble produce, 
of theſe/ military excurſions. Thanks to the public 
ſpirit which the Engliffi nation have diſplayed ;; they 
have convinced the Directory that they cap neither be 
diſunited nor indeed. Henee it became neceſſary 
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-* Should any one ſtil] doubt that the exp dirion againſt En land 
2 Ireland originated in the poverty of the finances, it would be 
Jufficient to xefer them to the intercepted correſpoudence of Citizen 
Stone, one of thoſe Engliſhmen. who have emigrated to Paris, in 
purſuit of liberty, and who piques himſelf: on being in the confi- 
gence of the Directory. The inoafion' of England, he writes to his 
wh og Dr. Xa cen the ir @ * o merchand! Ye 4 the fr rf neceſſity to 
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to compute the perils of a maritime expedition, and 
conſequently to renounce the idea of braving them. 
And what has been the conſequence ? Preciſely what 
I ſtated a year ago, when, quoting the viſionary 
boaſts of this very Jean de Bry, I ſaid, that 
if the French fleet, blocked up in their own ports, 
were compelled to renounce the projected invaſion, 
the Directory would indemnify themſelves ſor the loſs of 
this prey, by devoting the neutral powers to che fate 
with which they had threatened England.“. 

This alternative was inevitable, nor is it any longer 
doubtful, ſince the fleet originally deſtined to pillage 
the bank of England, went to Egypt to ſeize the 
treaſures of Medina and of Mecca: To indemnity 
themſelves for the Britiſh iflands having become in- 
vulnerable, the Directory have attacked the five" ncu- 
tral and unarmed ' powers; they have facked* the 
litthe Swiſs cantons, pillaged Rome, ſeized Piedmont, 
and made "themſelves maſters of Malta and- Egypt. 
| All theſe entetpriſes have been executed within the 
ſpace of a'few months, and yet nations there are, who 
Rill continue ſo blind as not to perceive that their 
turn ĩs ſpeedily approaching ; that ſince the fall of 
the paper circulation, the French Directory can no 
longer ſupport the armies of the republic, but by 
ſending them into the territories of their neighbours, 
no matter whether allies or enemies; and that there 
now exiſts in the heart of the continent the ſame 
military confraternity that the Algerines and Tunifiang 
have eſtabliſned on the coaſts of Africa ! In yain 
may its founders exult in the majeftic rank aſſumed. by 
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the Great Nation. This Great Nation is now no 
more than a horde of buccancers, under the com- 
mand of a government of arch- pirates; who, like 
the Dey of Algiers, maintain themſelves by the plun- | 
der of the weaker. ſtates, and the baſe and namely 
jealouſies of the powerful. | | 
Such is now the effrontery of the. governory of 
France, that they are no longer at the pains, of con- 
cealing, that-, plunder is their laſt reſource, and 
the, only means of eliorating their finances: © Our 
arms become enervated, our fnances are exhauſted,” I 
ſaĩd Briffot on the 19th September, by a too long 
continued uncertainty.— Peace to cottages, and wat to 
tyrants.— We will carry it into the beart of their 
dominions. Ney alane all bear the bunden, , but: the. 

| finances. of the republic will be in the road to. meliogaz, ; 
tion, While our armies will emancipate the nations, 

1 Tl” freely conſeſs, that when I contemplate, our paſt . 
achievements, when I reflect on the high deſtiny that 

| awaits zus, and behold innumerable nations ſoliciting 
our aid, 1 thank the blindneſs of our enemies, and I 
am led to wiſh their miniſters may fill up the men: 
ſure, of their, crimes, We want but 4 campaigut 
more, or, which, is. the ſame, thing, a few. fan e 
and a 175 Probes of the republican ſabre.” 0 311 41 
This is not the only deputy hg has "freely . 
ſeſſed, that war alone can henceforward malen 
their finances. It is by conquering. our enemies; ſaid his 
colleague e a; few 2089 aſter, iat v e fhall'. 
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gain new priges, and acquirg new inſtruments of victory. 
This is ſpeaking plainly ; and the invaſion of Swit- 
zerland, of Egypt, of Lucca, and of Piedmont, fur- 
ther explain, that the ſenate, of France underſtand 
by the. word anemies the inhabitants of every n 
into which their legions can penetrate. 

But let us not forget, that in proportion to the fan 
cility they have experienced of completing the levy 
of ao, oo men by conſcription, is their failure in 
that of the 125 millions of liyres, which they repre- 
ſented as indiſpenſably neceſſary for their equipment 
and their pay. One of the moſt enlightened of the 
members, however, inceſſantly repeated, that unleſs 
this ſubſidy ſucceeded, the conſoription might rather 


be prejudicial than uſeful. 4 Attend to the contri- 


butions, attend to the finances. —Attend day and 
night to this important work,” ſaid Stevenotte on the 
a rſt Auguſt 1798: let the ſcheme for recruit- 


ing the anmnies be ſupported by a financial um 
eqgally founded. on juſtice and equality. Then will 


von put an end to the criminal irreſolutions of 
Raſtadt. Then, and tien only, will you have Vane 


quifhed- all the Kings of Europe. — Tis in vain, 
added Duyignet, te that new warriors take up arms in 


the cauſe of the republic, if our financial reſaurces do 


not. go hand in hand with the ney diſplay of pur mili- 


tary force: à truth which Villers rendered ſtill more 


ſtriking, in the ſitting of the 3 iſt December, by in; 


ſifting, that the ſituation of the republic is Ach, © 
that-the..20LITICAL -re/ult- of map. entirely on its 


PECUNIARY reſources.” | 
Mangipiis locuples eget æris Capadocum rex. Hox. - 
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This ſufficientiy proves, that the policy of the re- 
. 
of Algiers and Tunis; and the reſemblance is the 
more perſect, ſince, by having, like them, rendered 
their ſlaves inſenſible to the uſeful arts, and robbed 


them of the habits of productive induſtry, the Di- 


rectory have by degrees reduced them to thut ſtate of 
impovetiſhment, which lis repreſented to be the pre- 


ſent condition of the inhabitants of the - Barbary 


coaſt, towhom war is deſirable, becauſe it is the only 
luctative ſpecies" of employment. In the fecond 


chapter I foretold, that the miſery of the- French 


would drive them into the armies, and that they 
would ſiabmit -with the moſt fupple obedienas io che de- 
cree of conſcription. © This: prediction is already amply 
fulfilled; for the official reports ſtate, that he- duc- 
ceſs of this new levy has even exceeded the hopes of 


tte two Councils. The rbadt ate covered: with fol- 


Wer, mid Bopnet on the ad December; Hrauot ſeenu, 


& fecond time; o hu viſt int # mcf. —< Two words,” 


added Mourer, ©-will cenvey a Juſt definition of this 


grund, "this "falwtdty- theaftire; and point cut dhe 
immenye effedhs of adopting and putting it in fore. Ir 
18 BY THIS THAT THE REPUBLIC WiLL-ABWAYS BE IX 
TR Anbrr, andthe Aryan THE RED“! 


Dan we require ang further proof tliat it is in- 


| tended to inliſt every year all thoſe who ſhall have 


dome to che age of twenty- one, and chat the mmen/e 


ect of 3 to continue the war 
as long as . nation to 


plunder? 
Mouret + had more reaſons thence far alling this 


( 47 
a ſalutary meafure ; for it is-only by forcing the youthful 
citizens to become ſoldiers that the republic can aſ- 
ſemble them beneath its banners. This even its 
partiſans no longer deny; for in the ſitting of the 
18th October, when one of them ſolicited ſome ex- 
ceptions in favour of certain claſſes of the conſcrip- 
tion, his colleague Vezin ſilenced him by obſerving, 
that the reſiſtance of the youth is only at their homes, 
and that from the moment they ſet out to o jon the Ps 
yy think of nothing but the republic.” 4 

He could ſcarcely have nee en 
ſimplicity, that the only means of making them 
think of the republic is to force them to quit it; that 
no ſooner are they abſent from it, than they begin to 
believe in its exiſtence; and that ſearcely are they 
converted into ne before: their OI 18 * 
verted into love. 

Even when this temat ed is e 
there ſtill remain two other obſtacles to overcome; 
that of conſtantly chaining victory to their car, and 
that of inſuring the pay of the vanquiſhers, ſhvuld 
their plunder become inſufficient to provide for if. 
Creuz&-Latouche has very clearly ſtated this laſt 
difficulty: In vain will you have '#xed victory on 
your fide. Without” finances your efforts are fruitleſs. 
If the republic is proclaimed” by ſpeeches and oatlis, 
it muſt be eftablifhed by works. In reſpect to their 
finances, republics are not 1mvulnerable ; and the ſame 
cauſe will inevitably bring on the ſame. fate “. Jac- 
queminot ſupported him, by apprizing his colleagues, 


n c 


* See the debates of the ad February 1799. 
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that To REFUSE the gopernment the neceſſary ſupphes, 
to compel them to bend their laurel-crowned brow before 
the kings they have vanquiſhed. But no one has more 
candidly diſplayed the dreadful conſequences of theſe 
refuſals, whenever the armies receiye a check, than 
the DireQorial gazette itſelf. V, lowever, it is 
there ſaid, ey ſhould not prove the flrongeſt, if they 
lhould be griven back, hat n then . of 
len? 

What e become of them aſter a whole campaign 
of misfortunes? This it is eaſy to foreſee. No longer 
able to ſubſiſt at the enemy's expenſe, they would 
ſeparate themſelves from their leaders, who would be 
unable to pay tbem; and we ſhould ſoon behold 
thoſe youthſul recruits, after having been taught to 
ſpill, their blood in the field of battle, come back to 
accuſe the Directory of their privations, call them to 
an account for, their compulſory retreat, and puniſh 
them for their misfortunes. And as ſuch an event 


; | would. infallibly become a ſignal of general inſur- 


rechion to the Low Countries, and to Switzerland, 
Italy, and Holland; the deliverance of Europe and 
ef the French nation themſelves would then be no 
lauter doubtful*. 

Bat how can we expect to behold ſo great a . 
Wera why tha NO of the North, whoſe aſ- | 


— 1 — 


7 x 


of this. KEY was, publiſhed 5 Londen, 1 in the 

atk or March pe revious to the renewal of hoſtilities between 

| Auftria and France. But ſcarcely have they broken out, before the 
French begin to complain of partial inſurretions at Rome, 

Naples, and in 3 ; and General Maſſena has publiſhed a 

to the Swils, beginaing with theſe Wares, Inhabitonts 

N Seel witzerland, , why on Hallen change ? T. 
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ſiſtance is ſo important, continue ſupine and paſſive 
ſpectators of the conqueſt of the South? Tf they leave 
the Directory time to complete its ſpoliation, and to 
diſcipline by achual ſervice the 200,000 recruits whom 


they are incorporating among their veterans, theſe are 


the ambaſſadors for whom the miſſions of Vienna, of 
Warſaw, and of Berlin, are deſtined. | £4 

Perhaps they will order them to march towards 
Madrid before they attempt a paſſage over the Da- 
nube; but ſtill the reſpite cannot be very long. Were 
this plan executed as ſoon as the republican armies 
had circumſcribed the King of Spain within his Ame- 
rican poſſeſſions, they would be the better able to 
cope with the whole of Germany. It is with the 
plate of the churches of Toledo that they would make 
themſelves maſters of the mines of Kremnitz and 
of the Harz. | 

Should any one flatter himſelf, that the ſpoliation - 
of Spain and Portugal would fatisfy the Directory, 
he would fall into the groſſeſt of miſtakes; for it 
may be held as certain, that they will ruin all the 
nations over whom they extend their rapacious hands, 
without enriching themſelves ; and that they have diſ- 
played, if poſſible, ſtill more folly than avidity in 
the new laws of war on which they act towards 
them. They are ſo uncertain of the duration of their 
conqueſts, and ſo eager to lay their hands on every 
thing, that they graſp at the capital ſiock in lieu of 
taking the income, and thus inſtantaneouſly exhauſt the 
ſources of the latter, as well as thoſe of taxation, with- 
out even being ſo ſucceſsful as to obtain the former. 
This will be no paradox, if we — that wheres 

E E 2 
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ever their generals and commiſſaries appear, their 
firſt care, after having cleared the churches, is to ſe- 
queſter the eſtates of the prince, the clergy, and the 
nobility : but the fear of confiſcation going before 
them in every conquered or threatened province, the 
fortune of the land-owners is diminiſhed by at leaſt 
three fourths, even before their property is actually 
violated. - Thus it is that the Directory have found 
the art of realizing the fable of the gooſe that laid 
golden eggs“; and this alſo will ſhow, that the more 


ts _ 
— — 


Of all the conquered countries Holland has, without compa- 
riſon, yielded to the treaſury of Paris the greateſt pecuniary aid; 
and Lecouteulx has lately expreſſed his ſurpriſe, that the Dutch could 
do this without being completely rujned-: “ In point of riches,” 
faid he, the Batavian republic has ſuffered much more conſiderable 
loſſes than ourſelves; ſince her revolution has coſt her almoſt all her 
colonies, while thoſe ſhe retains are of no value to her, She has 
alſo loſt all her trade, which was almoſt her only ſource of wealth. 
Vet this has not prevented the inhabitants of that little country, on 
the one hand, from paying with the greateſt exactueſs, and on the 
very day when they fell due, the major part of the Batavian re- 
{criptions ſubſcribed for the French republic, the whole of which 
amounts to more than 200 millions of: livres; and, on the other 
hand, from maintaining a confiderable body of vur troops, although 
they had not, like us, national domains to ſupply (at leaſt in part) 
their extraordinary expenſes. The common rate of intereſt, how- 
ever, in Holland, is only fix per cent. per annum, while here it is 
very commonly two fer cert. fer month; and ſtill higher when money 
is borrowed on land or houſes, on which it is very often impoſſible 
to horrow at all.” 2 | | 

This paſſage is, as it were, a complete treatiſe on political eco- 
nomy; and is the more inſtructive, as Lecouteulx, while inquiring 
into the origiu of ſo ſtriking a difference, pointed out the ene 
cCauſes of it himſelf, though without tneacing it, It was preciſely 
becauſe the revolutionary government of Holland had no national 
domains ; it was becauſe they did not employ confiſcation, that the 
Batavian land-owners have been able to preſerve their credit, and 
therefore to burrow at moderate intereſt on their eſtates, which only 
loft a ſmall part of their value. Two other circumſtances alfo ex- 
— how it was that the Dutch, without being completely ruined, 

ve been enabled to diſcharge this enormous tribute of 200 mil- 
lions. The firſt of theſe is, that being payable by inſtalments, ex- 
tending to ſeveral years, they were enabled to pay them out of their 
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they indulge in plunder, the more neceſſary will 
plunder become to their exiſtence, | | 


> 1 
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incomes, and almoſt without touching their capitals. Secondly, 
that France, in lieu of ſending thither ber extortioners, left to the 
Batavian government the excluſive care of aſſeſſing and levying this 
ſum; and that the Dutch have wiſely perſevered in the old financial 
ſyſtem, without venturing, like their. inſtructors, on new experi- 
ments. | 

I believe the Dutch were obliged to Pichegru for this arrange- 
ment, which has preſerved them from total ruin, and by means of 
which the treaſury of Paris has drawn from this conqueſt greater 
pecuniary, aid than from all her other conqueſts, together. 16 
Vet even this ſtriking example has uot opened their eyes; and the 
firſt ſtep of the commiſſaries, when they made themſelves maſters 
of Piedmont, was to reduce the billets de credit (the royal paper cir- 
culation) to one third of their nominal value, although they put up 
to ſale the eſtates of the prince and clergy, two operations which, 


coming together, would be ſutficient to fruſtrate the hopes of the 


confilcators. Thus, although that province was as rich as Saxony 
itſelf, 1 venture ' boldly to challenge them, even ſhould they ad- 
miniſter” it according to the ſyſtem of the French financiers, to 
ektort from it half the revenve derived by Frederick II. from that 
electorate, by means of which he ſtruggled, duribg ſeven years, 
againſt a coalition ſtill more formidable tizzn that Which now oppoſes 
Trance. If he ſucceeded. in annually  raifing in Saxony the enor- 
mous ſum of fifty millions of livres, this aroſe from his never ven- 
turing to make any expropriations whatever; for he even ab- 
ſtained from touebing the domains of the prince. Vet he uſed his 
right of conqueſt with rigour, for he increaſed the taxes to the ut- 
moſt 3 but he never departed from the principle of doing nothing 
that could put a ſtop to reproduction ; nothing that could ſuſpend 
commercial ſpeculations z nothing that could 9 — the eſta- 
-bliſhed ſyſtem of finance; nothing that could interrupt the courſe 
of law, expoſe the poor to be out of work, or deter the rien from 
bringing their fortunes into circulation... His unparalleled economy, 
and his indefatigable ſuperintendence, co-operated with theſe prin- 
ciples; and he himſelf confeſſed, that his enemies were vanquiſhed 
merely becauſe they were exhauſted long before him. 

Let us now compare with this mode of conduct that of the F ench 
conquerors of the preſent day. Wherever they appear, hei firſt 
ſtep is to ſeize and fell lands; and as no man of property d tes to 
appear at theſe fales, leſt he ſhould betray his on fortune, the 
price received ſcarcely . ever amounts to as much as the lawful 
owners could have advanced under the form of taxes. For this the 


* 


French endeavour to indemnify themſelves by falling on the farmer, 


of whom they demand contributions impoſſible to be paid; in con- 


ſequence of which, he abandons the purſuit of agriculture. Tha 


EE 3 


Gn 
— 
— 


— . — 
. . 
* - 4 +» 3 


— 


"- 


a 


Ins 


4 
uo 
Ly 

N 

4 

5 
7 
| 

1 

: 

— 

1 
i 


=, = = —_—_— »- re 1 723 I 
J EE at a Et Se 


1 — - = *x 


p< 4 - * * 
n EDS DS 


— — V ˙ 2 r 
— — — n 


— — 


— n . _ 
— — NE, COR . 


8 3 5 Þ 
1 11 bee re rerees r 
* wo _ - - 


—_—  — ————_@_—_©_@__—_—_—_ — —̃ ͤ——v— ——ũ — _— 


—— —-— — 


— 


— 
— Ä 
1 


4m. 


—_— — — —— — — — — 
— ODS —m — — — — — — 
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Zo true is this affertion, that only a few weeks after 
they had made themſelves maſters. of Piedmont and the 
treaſure at Lucca, they ſent that celebrated meſſage to | 


the Councils, wherein they declare, that the receipts for 


the firſt decade in February were inſufficient for the pay of 
the troops. Yet in lieu of being deterred by this diſcovery 
from undertaking new etiterpriſes, we ſhall find, by 
comparing dates, that on the very day ven they 
perceived that the battalions had their full complements, 


and that they could not find money for their pay, 


they ordered the Court of Vienna inſtantly to ſend 
back the Ruffians, under pain of renewing hoſtilities 


within a fortnight.” So fully are they convinced that 


they can no longer exiſt but by means of war, and 


that to them it is become an'ar ele of fir neceſſiiy. 

Mere the exhauſted ſtate of their finances the only 
| motivethat urged them to adopt this line of conduct, 
the powers of the North might perhaps enter into 


a compoſition with them, by conſenting to become 


their tributaries; but even were theſe powers to ſub- 
ſcribe a ſufficient ſym to cover the expenſes ol a peace 


depreciation of their eſtates. 


eſtabliſhtnent, the hatred of the French for kings would, 


” » 4. 


conſeqdence ſo rapidly enſues, that, to prevent Romagna from being 
reduced to abſolute ſterility, the French general bas, already been 
obliged to portion out the deſerted farms among the Poliſh ſoldiers 
in his armpyec/ 12 dit cee eee 
Such too is the fate that awaits Piedmont and every other country 


© that ſhall fall under the deſtructive power of theſe inſatiable de- 
vouring vultures. Their rapacity, their preſumption, and their folly, 


not only depreciate, degrade, and deſtroy whatever they touch, 
but Whatever they approach. till in a few, months they find them- 


ſelves the mere nominal maſters of an exhauſted country. Much 


has been ſaid of taxes taken in kind, and the ſums levied upon 


Italy: theſe levies are nothing, or next to nothing, when compared 
with the loſſes ſuffered by the laud - owners in conſequence of the 


# 
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nevertheleſs, place the latter in a flate of perpetual 
war with France. Never, never will the Directory 
imagine their uſurpation ſecure and permanent, till 
they have baniſhed from the earth every government 
that can remind that enſlaved country, that they one 
proſpered beneath a monarchical form of govern- | 
ment; or till Europe ſhall no longer exhibit a con- 
traſt that will convince them they are the moſt mi- 
ſerable of nations. It is particularly under this Jaſt 
point. of view that England has become the chief 
B object of the moſt inveterate hatred of the regicides; 
6 a hatred which they are ſo incapable of concealing, 
h that they daily proclaim at their tribune, that the 

republic will never be- conſolidated and eſtabliſhed 
till they have removed the laſt veſtiges of the laſt of 
thrones. Let us attend to the language they themſelves 
uſe: We will call the nations to the recovery of 
their liberties, and every ſtep we take ſhall be marked 
with the creation of ſome popular authority *,— 'Tis 
not with ſpeeches, but with. þayanets, that kings muſt 
be chaſtiſed . To them republican war is the elect 
trical conductor of revolutions. - They perceive nõt 
that the earth is crumbling beneath their ſteps, and 
that it is on the point of opening to become theit 
tomb; that the republic has reſlored them their domi- 
nions and their ſceptres; and that ſt is her powerfül 
hand that deigns to protect them againſt the: indigna - 
tion of their ſubjects . — Paris is berome the lever 
that moves all Europe at pleaſure $.—At pleaſure the 
| "OE Nation , ſends. SORTER or deliverance to ſo: 
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Teign nations a. We are ready What monarch is 
tired of his reigu + We will not lay down our 
arms but upon the ruins. of. thrones. We will deſtroy 
them by. Ke. germs and the e of the French re- 
volution | 1. At 1 *T 

+ This is a — * of the mae with | which the 
bulletin of the two Councils is frequently filled; and 
from what they venture fo publicly to declare, it is 
daſy to inſer what paſſes in their private juntoes. 
Nor let it be pretended, that theſe are mere ora- 
torical flowers and figures of ſpeech. Scarocly had 
this threateving language been uttered before it was 
put in force againſt the King of Sardinia, although 
the revolutioniſts of France had juſt united with 
Him in the bonds of an.offen/ive and defenſive alliance. 
This very treaty was even the title under which 
they declared him to bags forfeited his crown 85 and 
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* Chenier. 4 Addreſs of the legiſlative body to the French 
vation of the 29th September '1 798. 1 Lacuce. 
_ 3/6" The following is the proclsmation of General ſoubert when he 
made himſelf, maſter of Piedmont: . At length the Court of Turin 
| have filled up the meaſure of their iniquity, and taken off the maſk. 
They laue aſted for delays to furniſt their contingent. The French go- 
ws. any which is the friend of peace, expected to have. reclaimed 
them by conciliatory meaſures. Their declared wiſh was to heal all 
the wounds of this long war, and to reſtore; tranquillity to Pied- 
mont, * daily drawing the bonds of their alliance cloſer. But 
their bopes bave been baſely betrayed, arid they now order their 
ral to revenge the luna of the Great Nation, and no longer believ- 
ing a court that proves faithleſs to their treaties, to ſecure to Pied- 
| e enjoyments of peace and of happineſs.“ | 
is, order to revenge the honour of the Great Nation was not ſent 
to the republican, generals till they had ſucceeded in procuring oe 
citadel to be yielded to them, under an engagement to maintain the 
frublic tranquillity of Piedmont, and hrevent any aid or firotettion bet 
Ziven, exther directly or indirectiy, to theſe uro Were Ad; of giomg 5 
turbance to the government. 
The firſt ſtep of the Freach Ar when they entered bis 
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at the very time when this new plot was preparing at 
Turin, thoſe who afterwards exulted moſt in its ſuc- 
ceſs were exclaiming at the tribune of Paris Aſk 
Naples, Turin, Madrid, and Berlin, whether we are 
not religiouſly faithful allies, and whether we do not 
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fortreſs, was to ſet up the tree of liberty, and receive with open 
arms whoever was diſpoſed to give difurbance to the government; 
who having ventured to make ſome complaints of this flagrant viola- 
tion of the treaty, General Brune replied as follows: His Sardinian 
 "Majefly will remember, that he has COMMISSIONED ws to ſecure ile 
tranguillity of his dominions. The better to diſcharge this cammiſſton, 
og men the liberation of all the ſtate criminals, provifions for 
the Citadel for two months, the diſbanding of the militia, and the 
removal of the governor of Alexandria, On theſe couditions, he added, 
the republic may fill believe in the FIDELITY of fer ALLY, and banif 
ber fuſticions, notwith/fanding the fatal errors that have taken jalace. | 
His Sardinian Majeſty having complied with all that was exacted 
of him, the Directory, in order to lull him to reſt on the edge of 
the, precipice, recalled General Brune, as if he had exceeded his 
powers, and ſubſtituted Joubert in his place, whom they ordered to. 
complete this ſcene of perfidy by ſtriking a great blow. To that 
geueral I leave the taſk of giving an account of this glo- 
rious exploit, which he had ſcarcely performed before he ; 
his companions in arms in the order of the day of the army as follows: 
By means of this rœhid and bold exfiedilion, terminated by three 
days of forced marches of more than thirty miles, the army have 
become maſters of all Piedmont. Both our rear and our communication 
with the allied republics are ſecured: an army of auxiliaries, one 
of the fineſt arſenals in Europe, 1800 pieces of cannon at Turin 
alone, 100,000, muſkets, ammunition, + and.” proviſions of every 
kind, are henceforth at our diſpoſal. | The troops have done their 
duty, and ſhown their im/atience to give proof of their bravery.” ' 
Aſſuredly this ;zpatience was very much miſplaced, for the King of 
Stfdinia ſo little expected theſe forced marches, that he had not even 
ven his troops any eventual and proviſionary order in cafe of re- 
 fiſtayce, and ſubſcribed without heſitation the order of his allies to 
refign his ſceptre and evacuate his capital on the very night of their 
arrival. Such is the rafis and bold expreditiorof which the Directory 
boaſted as of a trophy, in a manifeſto, wherein it was ſtated, among 
other grievances of which they comphined againſt" this + perfured 
king, that the dre/5 of the French: lud bern turnei into \riditule in tis 
dominions. It was on the reading of this manifeſto that Lemercier 
exclaimed, * I conſider the event which has: juſt been commuhi- 
cated to us as one of the moſt fortunate of the revolation. © It will - 
teach the kings who, are, faithful to their treaties, that the French 
republic will ever reſpect hers with all governments whatever,” 
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reſpect the faith of treaties, even at the ſacrifice of 
our intereſts and of our glory.“ 


This appeal to the teſtimony of the King of Sar- 
dinia was on the 17th September, and the Deputy 


Briot had the effrontery to urge it at the very period 


when the French were compelling that unfortunate 
prince to admit them into the fortreſs of Turin, of 


which they were ſcarcely in poſſeſſion, before they 


ordered him to deſcend from his throne, and to de- 
clare his army an integral part of that of the French. 
No. ſooner had he ſigned his abdication, than the 


Directory eagerly announced it at Berlin and Madrid, 


directly reproaching Charles Emanuel with cowerdice 
and imbecitity ; and completing this individual inſult 
with a general aſſurance, that the treaties between 
the republic and other monarchics have never been 
more failhſully obſerved in timt paſt, nor ever will be in 


| James o come. 


Such, bowerer, i is the een of ſome cabi- | 


| nets, that they ſend ambaſſadors to the republic, who 
daily hear it declared, that their maſters only exiſt, 


becauſe it is not the with of the Directory io make them 
diſappear ; that the French are able to obtain by force what 


ih voile attemp! by perfuſion *;; and that, ænaen 


oughti#o be the wiſeft and deepeſt policy of the lings. 
_ Deplorable infatuation ! The repreſentatives of 


— Kings+hear this language. What do. I ſay? They 


even place their truſt in it without taking any notice 


olf what daily paſſes before their eyes, nor of the in 
b nete official papers in which the French g0- 


— 


— 
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vernment proclaim aloud to the ſound of the trum- 
pet, that war is become that government's wiſe/t and 
deepeſt policy, and n this alone can n its 
ruin. * 

Oh ! that I could emblazon this great truth in let - 
ters of fire in the cabinet of all thoſe ſovereigns who 
ſeem to wait till the univerfal conflagration of Europe 
ſhall rouſe them from their lethargic torpor ! I will, 
at leaſt, endeavour to lay before them the records of 
this ſenate of incendiaries, who involve them all, 
without diſtincion, in their anathemas. Theſe records 
themſelves will teach them, that there remains no 
alternative, but that either their thrones muſt fall, or 
this republie be deſtroyed. 5 
Already may they read the doom it is preparing 
for them in the tranſports excited in the two Councils 
by the fate of the King of Naples. Lauſſat himſelf, who 
was not one of the regicides, and who paſſes for one 

of the moſt circumſpect of the deputies, could not 
contain his joy at beholding another crowned head 
among the victims of the Great Nation. Let us 
ſend,” he exclaimed, * ſince they deſire it, another 
miſerable king of Syracu/e, as has once already been 
witneſſed by antiquity, to {eve them as an example 
at Corinth.” 

This exceſs of joy was the more natural, as it was 
of ſuperior and primary importance to them to make 
a great example of the only king who had dared to 
harbour an idea of reſiſtance, and to go forth to 
meet and brave the danger. His precipitation, indeed, 
has been blamed ; but was there not reaſon for him to 
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(a8 ) 
conclude, that if at this critical moment he was abart- 
doned by his natural ally, he could not truft to him 
in any caſe whatever; that if he ſank, he only acce- 
lerated his fall by a few weeks at the utmoſt; and 
that if, on the contrary, he induced the Houſe of 
Auſtria to purſue his ſteps, and imitate his example, 
he had the beſt chance of faving himſelf, and of be- 
coming the deliverer of Ttaly, by ſounding the alarum 
of returning vigour throughout Europe? Aſſuredly 
this noble fetblellen of Ferdinand IV. but too fully 

zuftifies the ecſtacies in which the two Councils in- 
dulged, on learning that the inactivity of the Auf- 
trians rendered his fall certain. But how ſhall we 
deſcribe the cowardice with which they inſulted 
Charles Emanuel, after having exiled and depoſed 
him as a refractory king? Tet him wander, Uke 
the infamous Lewis XVI. " ſaid Chabert, * from 
court to court, leading a life of ſhame and humilia- 
tion, and let him ferve as an example to thoſe who 
chooſe to imitate him.“ He thought himſelf ſuf- 
ficiently firong,” ſaid another member, to carry on 
with impunity a covered war of policy and Hypoerify, 
Fill more bloody than that which neceffity obliges 1 us 
to wage againſt our enemies. Such is the doom re- 
ſerved for every perjured king. Such will be the re- 
ward of thoſe who dare to violate treaties We ſup- 
ported his tottering throne againſt the'tempeſt he was 
raiſing in his dominions.— Let this fugitive king now 
caſt his eyes around, and what remains? A fallen 
croten, a dreadful ſolitude, that terror which purſues 
call tyrants, and a torment moro cruel Rill, 2? &c. 
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Echaſſeriaux was right in ſpeaking. of a 7Zormens 
ſtill more'cruel than the loſs of his fallen crown; it 
was that of having once relied on the words of peace 
of theſe traitors; that of having thrown open to. 
them his laſt fortreſs, in lieu of entering it himſelf to 
fall as a king ſhould fall; it was that of having aban- 
doned bis ſubjects to the terrific ſcourge of French 
domination, Alas ! on them we thould indecd beſtow 
our pity ! | 
But let us profit by the inconſideration of the re- 
- gicides, and let us continue our view of the menaces 
in which they indulged againſt all ſovereigns when 
pronouncing the dethroniſation of thoſe, of Naples 
and Sardinia: No longer could they ſay they reign- 
ed by the grace of God, but by the grace of the French re- 
public *,—Already has the King of Sardinia diſap- 
peared from Piedmont.— Our troops were there; they 
joined the fire of their cannon to the torch of reaſon, 
and the republic was victorious. Theſe kings, who 
were ignorant that royalty exiſts but C grace or 
will of the people, ought to have been I, ae of 
this truth by the execu2ion of the laſt King of France . 
Among the crowned heads are /everal who will ſon 
be mere /welfth-cake kings .—By thoſe who have taken | 
off the maſk, we may 0 to know thoſe, who, 
though they have not declared themſelves, do not 
hate us with leſs acrimony ||.—Ye popubcidal tyrants ! 
at this fatal moment, you ought to feel your thrones 
tottering beneath you, —Deſpotilm 3 is contrary. to na- 
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ture. Liberty will devour all tyrants, even a 
who were ignorant of her power “.“ | 
I know not whether the Abbe Sieves 3 ORE = 
copy of theſe harangues to the official paper, in 
which he dared to notify to the Court of Pruſſia, the 
exile” of the King of Sardinia; but after ſuch a trait 
of effrontery, the Directory may juſtly boaſt of hav- 
ing kept their word with the two Councils, ht they 
would do every thing to remove the film, and opEN nc 
eyes of the powers of Europe . 
No doubt the ſame notification was addreſſed to the 
congreſs of Raſtadt, where the German princes are 
inceſſantly adding to their conceſſions, repeating after 
each, that they have n6w exharfted all the ſacrifices that 
are compatible with the political exiflence and future ſecurity' 
of the empire; as if any ſacrifices could be compatible 
with the fulvre fecurity of the Germans, until they 
have radically exhauſted every exertion of their re- 
maining ſtrength to recover their dominions; or as 
| if the Directory did not inſiſt on the ceffion of the 
whole left bank of the Rhine, merely that the French 
government may be in a better condition to make 
new incurſions on the right bank, and zo ſend forth at 
Pleaſure either conqueſt or en 23d 
And what was the reply of Jean de Bry to theſe Ger- 
man'princes, who were once ſo proud? That regicide 
reproached them with making no account of public cala- 
mities. He exhorted them u0/ to ſhut their eyes tb their 
own future condition. He infiſted on'their delivering 
up all the _ 1 es form the an of Ger- 
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many. What do I ſay? He cauſed theſe very places 
to be blockaded or taken by aſſault in the midſt of an 
armiſtice, and coolly invited thoſe, from whom he 
wreſted them to rep9/e BENEATH THE SHADOW of the 
Great Nation ! . 

Let the King of Serdiala tell them ah this 
ſhadowy is: for he can tell them, better even than Swit- 
zerland itſelf, the juſt chaſtiſement that awaits every 
ſovereign who delivers up his barriers to the French, 
relies upon their worſe than Panic faith, or prefers. - 
the diſgraceful perils of their alliance, to the duty of 
burying himſelf beneath the ruins of his throne for the 
ſafety of his ſubjects. 

What a dreadful contraſt! The invaſion of Swit- 
zerland bas opened the eyes of the American nation; 
and yet the princes of Swabia and of Franconia flat- 

ter themſelves they ſhall eſcape the fate of the Ber- 
neſe government by daily putting up, like them, 
with new outrages; and, like them, robbing their 
ſubjects of that confidence in their own ſtrength, 
that national energy of character, with which a na- 
tion is every thing, and without which it is nothing! 
What! ſhall theſe princes reproach the French nation 
with not throwing off their unmanly apathy, while 
they are themſelves trembling with increaſing fear 
and terror at every threatening note they receive 
from Paris, without conſidering that the ſpoliation 

of Germany is as much the offspring of fear, as . 
of the nobility oſ France ? 

How long ſhall terror, credulity, and mutual jea- 
louſies continue to afford inexhauſtible reſources to 
the ravagers of the continent? How long ſhall the 
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( 432 ) 
German nation be forced by their princes to reſtrain 
their military ardour, and continue inactive ſpecta- 
tors of their own degradation ? 

Do theſe princes flatter themſclves that, by means of 
ſubmiſſions and of ſacrifices, they will deprive the 
Directory of every pretext for war? Can pretexts for 

war ever be wanting? Behold the fate of their two 
molt faithful allies, Switzerland and the Porte. Have 
they not annihilated the magiſtracy of Bern, be- 
cauſe that body did not ſuffer the people to partici- 
pate in the ſovereignty, and becauſe they held the 
reins of government with too firm a hand? Have 
they not invaded Egypt, alleging that the repreſent- 
ative of the Grand Signior leſt the reins of govern- 
ment at the diſpoſal of the Beys; that they had dared 
to deſpoil the prince of the univerſal right of property he 
enjoyed over all the lands, and that his SOVEREIGNTY it- 


| » felf was no more than an EMPTY name *? 
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Eten were there not that invincible incompatibi- 
lity between every exiſting government, and that of 
France, which eſtabliſhes a mortal conteſt between 
them, the poverty of the latter would impoſe on the 
Directory the neceſſity of renewing and perpetuating 
the war. But I muſt ſtill recur to the impoveriſh- 
ment of their finances, becauſe in that every. thing 
finally centres and depends. In ſhort, if it be proved 
that in time of peace an annual revenue of 500 mil- 
lions is indiſpenſably neceſſary to their exiſtence, and 
that it is out of their power to levy any thing like 
that ſum upon their ſubjeQs, it is evident their s 
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nals inuft henceforward be their financiers;and that it is" 


for them to wreſt from foreign nations that pay which 


they can no longer expect to receive from France. 
Such is the dreadful reſult of the deficit: nor ſhould” 
I have beſtowed ſo much labour and affiduity on 


collectiug the documents that prove its exiſtence and 


aſcertain its amount, did it not thence appear that the 
French Directory are irremediably condemned either 
to fall for want of a ſufficient public revenue, or to 
fill up the deficiency ' of the taxes at home by the 
contributions they can levy abroad. In this lies the 


whole queſtion.” Can they continue their uſurpa- 


tions without having numerous armies at their com- 


mand? and can they pay their. armies with the reve- 
nues of their ſubjects? If this is impoſſible, they 


muſt neceſſarily continue the war, not only from the 
ſame motives that rendered war the trade and ele- 


ment of the Romans, but from a motive a thou- 
ſand" times more irrefiſtible, the law of /e}f-preſerva- 


tion. & 
Monteſquieu, when laying it down as a fact, that 
Rome'muft neceſſarily have periſhed wnleſs ſhe overcame 
all the other nations, very clearly explains the phano- 
menon to which ſhe was indebted for the ſucceſs of 
that great enterpriſe. The nations,” ſays he, 


<«< who were threatened by them, were ſucceſſively 


attacked, without either knowing or inveſtigating the 


real cauſe of their misfortune, or attempting to remove 


it. Each'of them thought themſelves happy to obtain a 


truce, and confidered it as a great advantage to have 


deferred the period of their ruin. Thoſe who were 
at the greateſt diſtance from the danger would not 
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approach it They expected to derive from patient 
and abject ſubmiſſion ſome delay to the calamities 
that awaited them Half the money that was ſent to 
the Romans as the price of peace, would Bae ſaf- 
ficed to have deſtroyed them.” 

In this paſſage we ſeem to be reading the hiftory 


of the preſent war from the time of the defection of 


Pruſſia and Spain, from the time when the French 
government began to diſarm the ſtrongeſt of the co- 
aleſced powers, and make them believe in their mo- 
deration, while they were falling. upon the. weakeſt. 
We cannot, however, too ſtrongly enforce, that there 


is this immenſe. difference between the preſent war 


and that of the, Romans, that the latter, by a wiſe 
adminifiration of the | public. money, had, within 
themſelves, reſources againſt. a ſucceſſion of misfor- 
tunes; whereas the French can only prolong their 
exiſtence by an. uninterrupted feries of victones and 
of plunder. Should they ever be reduced to conti- 


nue the conteſt with their own internal reſources, 


Europe i is ſaved., But it will be wreeoverably loſt, 
ſhould the northern powers not ſpeedily peroeive 
that the poverty of the Directory will compel, them, 
ſooner or later, to attack them all ; or, ſhould they 
not unite without delay, to drive back the.republi- 
can legions within the ancient territories of France. 
I appeal for the laſt time to the German nation; 


to that nation ſo long diſtinguifhed for the rectitude 


of their judgments. Is there one among them, who 
can contemplate' the overthrow of Switzerland and 
Italy, without reading in the plaineft characters, the 


| fate that is reſerved for the Empire, ſhould. that | 


though they have excellent troops to the amount 


German name, while the princes who ought. to 


compliſhed. 


(435) 


nation hefitate to oppoſe this new Roman power 
with thoſe very arms, and thoſe very reſources, which 
will otherwiſe ſoon be wreſted from their hands, to 
turn them againſt itſelf ? 1 

With what fingular ſucceſs have the Directory 
been hitherto making traffic of their terror! Already 
is the army of the coaſts, once decorated with the 
pompous title of the army of England, advancing 
againſt Germany, to puniſſi the princes of the congreſs 
of Raſtadt for having employed remonſtrances, when 
they ought, like the King of Great Britain, to have 
been raiſing ſubſidies and levying ſoldiers. What! 
the cohorts of France are again marching towards the 
Danube, and yet the northern powers ſtill believe 
themſelves ſecure behind the Weſer or the Elbe 
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of 4 or 500,000 men, under arms, who are burning 
to efface the ſtain which has been brought upon the 


8 * 
n 
2 Lag. 5 

I 


l d = EIS * 
Sao Fn, 


lead them on to meet the danger, fill flatter them- 
ſelves" it will not reach them] Should they continue 
thus to be indifferent ſpectators of the progreſs of this 
revolutionary ſoldiery, whoſe leader has not ſcrupled 
to declare, that he laſt hour of the kings was about to 
firike* ; ſhould they ſtill ſuffer them with impunity 
to over-run the Empire, and plunder it a ſecond time, 
the fatal ſacrifice to which they will devote both 
themſelves and their ſubjects, will be too fully ac- 
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that Europe can on] y be ſaved by a general con- 
federation of princes, ſufficiently enlightened to per- 
ceive the dangers that attend on half-meaſures, or 


_ - the leaſt attempt at temportzation ; ſufficiently juſt 


not to indemnify themſelves at the expenſe of their 


_ weaker allies; ſufficiently patriotic to defire no other 


compenſation than that of eſcaping ſhipwreck ; and, 


above all, ſufficiently powerful, at once to purſue 


ſuch:means of defence and of attack as will arreft the 
ſill further overflow of the new barbarians. 

Such are the only means of deftroying the hydra : 
a noble enterpriſe, which would be equally eaſy and 
glorious, ſhould the monarch; who now fits on the 


throne of the great Frederic aſpire, like him, to be- 


come the wgis of the German empire; or ſhould he, 


purſuing the ſteps of Guſtavus Adolphus, reſtore to 


the Proteſtant nations their ancient energy, and rally 


them around his ſtandard to lead them againſt the 
common enemy. But as long as the ſovereigns' of 
the North ſhall continue inactive and panic-ſtruck 
ſpectators of a ſtruggle, which is unexampled, ex- 


cept in the hiſtory of Rome; as long as the moſt 
powerful among the German princes ſhall continue 


deaf to the cries of the weakeſt of the confedetates ; 


as long as they ſhall ſuffer them to be devoured one 


by one, like the companions of Ulyſles, the regicide 
government are ſyre of their prey; and in this point 


of view at leaſt may be allowed to RUE, with 


triumph, | | 
THE RESOURCES oF THE REPUBLIC ARE n! 1 


> _ 


SUPPLEMENT. 


On the Revenue, the Deficit, and the Reſources of the 
| French Republic, on the If June 1799. 


Is the ſhort interval. which has elapſed fince the 
publication of the original of the foregoing work, 
the Directory have renewed the war; and in leſs 
than fix weeks, their armies have been compelled to 
repaſs the Rhine, and retreat as far as the foot of 
the Alps. The Archduke Charles, General Kray, and 


\ Marſhal Suwarrow, are but at the beginning of their 


career; yet all Bonaparte's brilliant exploits are al- 
ready blotted out, and ſcarcely do any traces of 
his conqueſts remain for the revolutioniſts of France, 
but the heart-rending reflection of the ſacrifices and 
crimes they have coſt. 

In the midſt of theſe great events, whith! ſeem to 
hne a ſpeedy emancipation to the ſocial world, it 
may perhaps appear rather out of place, to turn away 
our eyes, and contemplate the picture of diſtreſs exhi- 
bited by the finances of France. But however diſ- 


guſting a ſubject of reflection theſe finances may, in 


general, form; yet if ever there was a period when 


they deſerved a more particular inveſtigation, ſurely 
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it muſt be when the greater part of thofe rich pro- 
vinces, at whoſe expenſe the Directory have, during 
three years, maintained half their armies, have re- 
cently been reſcued from their oppreſſion : ſurely 
ſuch an event muſt conftitute a new ærà in the 
finances of France, fince ſhe is at length reduced to 
the neceſſity not only of maintaining her armies at 
her own expenſe, but alſo of confiderably increafing 
the number of her troops; and this at a time when 
the receipts for the Iaſt quarter have proved two 
fifths leſs productive than that of the preceding. 

This laſt fact it is extremely important to eſtabliſh ; 
but the more fully to illuſtrate it, we muſt recur to 
the ſtatement of the produce of the taxes given in 
pages 271 and 272, whence it appears that in the laſt 
year, the total of the receipts, whether ordinary or ex- 
traordinary, whether nationa or departniental, only 


- + amounted to abaut 325 millions of livres. It is very 


remarkable, that in the budget for that year, the ex- 
penſes of the army alone, not even including thoſe 
of the navy, were eſtimated. at 341,054,000 livres. 
How then would it have been poſſible for the French 
government to go on, had they not been ſuffered to 
maintain above half their troops, at the expenſe of 
Holland, Switzerland, , and the two banks of 
the Rhine? 

Let us now compare the receipts for the year vi. 
with thoſe upon which the Directory reckoned for the 
current year, and which, without including either 
the arrears, or the expenſes of collection, were ex- 
peed to produce 825 millions; 600 of which were 
_ appropriated to the national expenditure; 100 ta 


{ 439 ) 
thoſe called departmental and local; and 125 voted 


ſubſequently for the extraordinary expenſes of the 
conſcription *. 

However enormous this ſum may appear, we muſt 
not for a moment ſuffer it to eſcape us, that it would 


be totally inadequate to the general expenſes. This 


will be ſufficiently demonſtrated, if we recollect that 
the two Councils have thought proper to augment 
their indemnities by one third; and that by a volun- 
tary miſtake but recently diſcovered, the expenſes of 
criminal juſtice were, in the budget of the preſent 
year, eſtunated only at 5,300,000 livres, although 
they amounted to 10 millions the year preceding. 

But what ſhall we ſay of the additional ſubſidy of 
125 millions, voted laſt October, and of which, if 
we may believe the Directory, go were ſufficient 
for the equipmeat, the maintenance, and the pay of 
the two hundred thouſand conſcripts ? Such an army, 
when under arms, would, under the old government, 
Have coſt ncarly thrice that ſum; yet the new go- 
vernment boaſt of having confiderably augmented the 
pay of the troops, 

They have been guilty of a ſiill more flagrant im- 
poſture in calculating at only 100 millions the innu- 
merable expenſes of the departments, 
poſſible to imagine that ſo ſmall a ſum can be ſuſ- 
ficient, when we reflect that under- this head are 
included the relief granted to the poor, the priſons, 
houſes of correction, work-houſes, and hoſpitals ?-4n 
Great Britain, where the number of the indigent 1s 
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* See Chap. IX, © 
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It Was on the Hroits d octroi eſtabliſhed at Paris, that the depart- 


6 


far ſmaller in proportion than in France, this claſs 


of expenſes alone, including what are provided for by 
voluntary contribution, exceeds thoſe of the civil go- 
vernment, the army, and the navy, on the peace 
eſtabliſhment. In France, however, the legiſlative 
body have computed them at only 100 millions; and 


yet, in addition to what has been above ſtated, they 


have burdened that department with the expenſes of 
the gendarmerie, engineers, central ſchools, ſala- 
ries paid to the adminiſtrators of the departments 
and cantons, thoſe of the civil, criminal, correctional, 
and commercial judges, and, laſtly, of the juſtices of 
peace, which, it is true, amounted only to twenty- 
five louis each, but which it has been found neceſſary 
lately to augment. The Directory, when applying for 
this increaſe, computed it at four millions; a requeſt 


which the Councils could not, with any decency, re- 


fuſe, after having ſo generouſly raiſed their own ſa- 
laries, though already ſo exorbitant. Thus they ac- 
quieſce in the following obſervation of Barennes.: 


£ Like every old and corrupt nation, we have many 


factitious wants. We muſt not then treat our-public 
functionaries like citizens of Sparta.” 


_ .- Such is the outline of the innumerable expenſes 


for which the departments muſt provide with the 100 
millions they are authorized to levy in additional ſous, 


droits dioctroi, Sc. but as they do not actually re- 


ceive one fourth *® of that amount, we muſt not be 


mu 
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ment of that capital chiefly relied for their local expenſes, which require 
betwern fixteen and ſeventeen millions of livres. It is a well-known 
fact, that under the old government theſe duties, which were then 


. 
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farpriſed at the Directory declaring that the judges 
either reſign their offices, or become venal; at Ga- 
rat complaining that a great number of the fick and 
"indigent die in the hoſpitals for want of bread- and 
broth; or at other deputies attributing the in- 
creaſe of robberies to the gendarmerie being obliged 
to do their duty on foot. With regard to the other 
public works, the miniſter of the interior” pre- 
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ſented the following picture of their diſorganization, 
in one of his laſt circular letters: Almoſt every 
branch of the public ſervice in the communes is at a 
and, In one place there are fountains to recon- 
ſtruct; in another, the pavements are ſo much out of 
repair, that carriages cannot paſs; and in a third, 
the houſes and public buildings are falling to decay, 
and the ſtreets are no longer lighted *.” OS 
By theſe few facts we may judge how inſufficient | 
100 millions would be to provide for this claſs of ex- 
penditure. Nor can it eſcape any one, that it is chieflyto 
the ſyſtem of political equality that we muſt attribute 
this deficiency. That ſyſtem is the moſt ruinous that 
can exiſt, chiefly becauſe, in order to prevent its being 
overturned by the ariſtocracy of riches, it is indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary to allow the public functionaries 


— 


called doit entre produted about thirty- ſix millions. This ſum 
was divided between the roval treaſury and that of the city. On 
re-eſtabliſhing them towards the end of the year 1798, they were 
eſtimated at nearly nine millions; but Bailleul has declared, in the 
Hitting of the zoth April, that their , ftroduce is continually diminiſhing, 
and that they will only yield 5,706,000 livres. Should this prove true, 
it will enable us to form an idea of the boaſted riches of Paris, of 
which we are told, the outrageous luxury invites and challenges taxa- 
tion. N 


* See the Moniteur of the 29th January 1799, No. 140. - 
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a ſufficient ſalary to inſure them a ſuitable mainte- 
nance, and that from the time they enjoy the dignity 
of repreſenting the people, they ſhould conſtantly 
inſiſt that they ought not to be treated like c:t12ens 2 


Sparta. 


This ſurely is ſufficient to convince us that the 


ordinary and extraordinary expenſes of the republic 


require 4 milliard (forty millions ſterling) ; and their 
beſt financiers even eſtimated them higher three 


. years ago. But when they perceived the impoſſibi- 


lity of providing for ſuch a ſum, they diſcovered the 


ſeeret of reducing it, by a firoke of the pen, to 825 


millions. Let us confine ourſelves for the preſent to 
comparing the amount of the real receipts, with theſe 
825 millions of pręſumpiive receipts, 

In their meſſage of the ad February 1799, the Di- 


rectory announced, that during the firſt quarter of 
the current year, the total receipts amounted to 


99,971,728 livres; nor do the documents they have 


| furniſhed leave any reaſonable doubt of this firft aſ- 


ſertion. But what can we think of that which ac- 
companied it ?—hus it appears, ſay they, that on com- 
paring the receipts and expenſes of the firſt quarter, there 


is is a deficit of 43,778, 202 lrores. 


It requires but little {kill in calculation to perceive, 
that if 825 millions were indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
the French government, and if they had only received 


100 during the firſt three months, the deficit for that 


quarter was- not forty-three millions, but 1064, or 


425 millions per annum. 


The following will furniſh us with a key to theſe 
. contrivances. For reaſons which will here- 


. » — 
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after appear, the Directory did not take notice in 
this account, either of the deficit on the additional 
ſubſidy of 125 millions, of which they have as yet 
received nothing“; or of that on the 100 millions of 
departmental receipts; or, laſtly, of that on the 
twenty-five millions to be levied by means of turn- 
pikes . It was by entirely omitting theſe three ar- 
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* Tt will be remembered, they were authorized to raiſe them on 
the refuſe of the national domains, which were, for this purpoſe, 
wreſted from the creditors of the ſtate, to whom they had recently 
been aſſigned, after retaining ten millions for the ordinary expenſes 
of the year vii. In his meſſage of the 28th April 1799, the mi- 
niſter of finance declares, that the fales made in conformity to the 
laws of the zoth September and 24th November 1797, have as yet 
brought in only thirty millions: and as this is preciſely the comple- 
ment of the two ſums appropriated out of theſe ſales to the ordi- 
nary expenſes of the years vi. and v11. it follows, that no part of 
the extraordinary ſubſidy of 125 millions, which the Directory de- 
manded o be very /heedily advanced in ffiecie and effettive value, has 
been paid into the treaſury. OG ; 

At the time, however, when this' extraordinary ſubſidy was de- 
creed, Ramel appeared fo fully convinced of the poſſibility of, 
realizing it, that he immediately wrote as follows to all the central 
adminiſtrations of the republic: Thoſe who commend the forces <vith 
which wwe are going to fight, rely on the imfroveri/hment of our fmances : they 
will be DECELVED. They lane for victories : they wwill be v ANQUISHED. 

Thus, fince the fall of their paper circulation, the progreſs of the 
Directory in their finances, in ſome meaſure reſembles the tri- 
umphant marches of their generals; who, ever ſince the renewal 
of hoſtilities, conſtantly boaſt of gaining victories, while they have- 
as conſtantly been retreating and loſing ground, 

+ As the expenſe of keeping up the roads, for which this ſum 
was intended to provide, is alſo computed at twenty-five millions in 
the eſtimate of 609 millions of national expenditure, it has been 
omitted in both accounts when the object of diſcuſſion was to de- 
termine the amount of the deficit ; and hence it is, - that whenever 
the budget of the current year 1s quored, its amount is only ſtated 
as 575 millions. | | 

I ſhould ſcarcely have been able to diſcover the motive of this 
erratum, had not Frangois de Neufchateau had the folly to betray it 
in his circular of the 6th March, wherein he informs us, that me 
expenſes of the firſt eftabliſhment of the e have abſorbed its ur: 
whenee it appears, that it is to ahb theſe twenty-five millions of 
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tictes that they reduced the expected receipts of the 
year to'575 millions. And as they had received 


nearly 100 millions during the firſt three months, we 
aught not to be ſurpriſed if, in that ſpace of time, 
they only: perceived an arithmetical deficit of about 
ſorty- three millions. But it is uſeleſs to inſiſt on this 


Arſt miſcalculation, which is but trifling, compared 
with thoſe we ſhall preſently diſcover. 
Before we take notice of theſe, we muſt pauſe, 


and conſider a fact contained in the ſame meſſage of 
the Directory, and which would ſcarcely. appear 


credible, were it not confirmed by other authentic 


documents; I mean, that nearly fiſty-two of the 
hundred millions received during the firſt quarter 


aroſe from the land and mobiliary taxes, both for the 
current year and ſor the arrears. So great a receipt 


within fo ſhort a ſpace of time, can only be accounted 


for by the two following circumſtances, which are 


tures that have —_ taken place. 


| | by no means likely to be. repeated during the three 
' laſt quarters. Firſt, the autumnal quarter we are 
now ſpeaking of (October, November, and December, 


1798), is that in which the farmers ſell their crops, 
and are therefore accuſtomed to pay theit contribu- 
tions, or, at leaſt, a conſiderable portion of them. 
Secondly, that the inſurrection in the Low Countries, 
and the preſence of the French troops, enabled the 


Directory, to complete and extend the inſtitution of 


garnſers. Theſe flying ___ had orders to over- 


— * 9 _ 


deficit that the enn have taken the tardy feſdlition's of ſe- 
parating the article of turnpikes both from the SIE and expendi, 
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run the country, and carry off hoſtages choſen from 
among the rich farmers, who were kept in priſon 
until the villages had paid off all their arrears *. 
This new mode of fiſcal extortion explains why the 
receipts during the firſt quarter amounted to 100 
millions. We will now proceed to the ſecond. 

The miniſter Ramel, when giving an account of 


it on the 24th April, did not think proper to ſeparate 


the receipts for the two firſt quarters. He contented 


himſelf with ſaying, that the receipts of the firſt half 


year amounted to the ſum. of 161,787,051 livres. 
Bat although he purpoſely confounded the receipts 
of theſe fix, months, we need only compare this re- 
port with the preceding, to ſatisfy ourſelves, that al- 
though the firſt quarter had produced 10% millions, 
the ſecond only yielded ſixty-one, and that conſe - 


quently the receipts of the latter fell ſhort of the 


former by two fiſths; which furniſhes us with an 


arithmetical proof, that the pecuniary ręſources of 
the Directory diminiſh' in the fame propyrtigp. a. 


the increaſe. of their expenditure. |. | 


: Beſides, this little fineſſe of ding the vhs 


of the fix firſt months, the better to conceal the 
rapid progreſs..of the deficit, will appear very inno- 
cent when e with that: Which I nen to 
on. 1 C4 | 
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* See the Der of the 5th PEE eren it is fad 67:4 
towards the end' of the preceding month @ great number of citizens, 
taken as hoflages from different country communes, to ſerve as filedges far 
the complete hayment of all the direct taxes, have been ſet at liberty, the 
arrears having been entirely paid . 

Theſe lettres de cachet, which the treaſury ſend forth to ſeize as 
hoſtages certain rich farmers, without inveſtigating whether they are 
individually i in arrears or not, are called ſecurities (wiſen en feed. 
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We have already ſeen, that' when the Directory 
declared that the receipts of the firſt quarter amounted 
to 100 millions, they ſtated the deficit on that quarter 
at forty-three, What then can we think of the 
effrontery of their - miniſter, who, when now diſ- 

_ cloſing, that the receipts of the ſecond quarter were 
only fixty-one millions, adds, in a whining tone of 
lamentation, ne refult is, that the deficit, concerning the 
amount of which ſo many diſputes have taken place, is, 
for the YEAR VII. 66,543,037 livres? 

A'defieit, however, being the difference between 
the 'aQual' and preſumptive receipts, we need but 
underſtand addition and "ſubtraction, to be ſatisfied, 
that fince the French government expected 825 mil- 
lions within the year, and have only received 161 
during the firſt fix months, even if we ſuppoſe the 

bother fix to produce an equal ſum, they will have a 
| deficit to provide for, not of ſixty, but 503 millions. 

\ | © To perform this grand ſhuffling trick, Ramel had 
only to add, that he hope to receive during the pre- 

ſent half year 346, 669,912 livres. The miraculous 
accuracy of the ſums which he hopes for, will, no 
doubt, appear very aſtoniſhing ; but, what is fiill 
more ſo is, that he hopes it only becauſe'the direQ 
taxes may now be paid with the eighty-nine millions 
of bons which he is delivering to the one hundred 
and ſixty thouſand ſtockholders and penſioners of the 
Kate. - But as theſe bons, when returned into the 
national treaſury, become totally uſeleſs, this return 
will occaſion a further deficiency of eighty- nine mil- 

Lions; for the arrangement he has made with the 

creditors of the republie ſwells the receipts only upon 
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paper, and is the fame as if he had ſaid to them, 
Paſs your droidends to profit and loſs, and I will do the 


fame with your direct taxes. 


Thus all the caſtles in the air of this minilievia 
quack reſt upon his hope of receiving, during the laſt 
half year, twice as much money as in the preceding; 
and ſo Hrong is the foundation: of his hopes, that they 
reſt entirely. on the ſecond quarter having nn 
two fifths leſs than the firſt ! 

Incredible as it may appear, the vexation this mi- 
niſter felt at being unable to conceal this vaſt di- 
minution, induced him to tell the nation, they 
impoveriſhed themſelves by not paying the neceſſary 
taxes. If this be true, they have only to let _ 
proceed, and he will ſpeedily enrich them. 

Hitherto he has only enriched them with a brillians 


proſpect of a revenue which he hopes for; and what is 


rather fingular, he ſeems: even himſelf to feed upon 


the ſame airy phantom, although his contractors and 


the unfortunate ſtockholders are — 1 


out- 
With endleſs hope to view the fair TY 
Is little better than deſpair, 


Bat what is fill more ſingular, while this cou- 


rageous financier exerted himſelf through patriotiſm 
to conceal near ſeven eighths of the enormous deficit 
with which he ſo intrepidly contends, ſome ſtill more 
patriotic deputies accuſe him of having intentionally 
exaggerated it, when he. computed it at fixty-fiw 
millions. Males declared it was only fifty, and Ge- 
niſſieux replied to Malts, that it only amounted tu 


forty-one ; Andrieux aſſured Geniſſieux” that it only | 


, 


_0O 48) 
_ amounted to fourteen ; and finally, Groſcaſtand en- 
gaged to prove, that there was no deficit: whatever. 
It is true, the Moniteur mentions that he was inter- 
rupted by violent murmurs, which, however, did not 
prevent him from aſcending the tribune ſome days 
. after, and declaring, that in the year vii. there will be 
a SURPLUS; which he computed at no leſs than eighty 
millions," His colleague Chaſſet, however, at length 
filenced him by declaring; that zhere is @ deficit 
of ONE THIRD in the receipts; and he added this re- 
markable ſentence: Tis not with. words that we can 
reflore our" finances—we want fats, truths, and money. 
et us not . the wy _ * but pay 
em. $9; -0 

This is ſufficient ** on in what ingbable la- 
byrinths we might wander, were we to follow the 
financiers of the Great Nation in their eftimates re- 
luative to the amount of the prgſumptive deficit, or of 
the receipts they hope for. Let us adhere to the only 
Ac that is ſully eftabliſhed; namely, that the trea- 
ſury, during the laſt fix months, have had at their diſ- 
poſal only 161 millions, which, admitting the cur- 
rent ſix months to produce an equal ſum, will make 
their net revenue for the year, both ordinary and ex- 
traordinary, amount not to 825, but 322 millions, 
and their deficit to 302, or at leaſt to 470, ſuppoſing 
the departmental receipts, of which the Directory 
never take account, to amount to * or n. two 
| millions. ts . 4} 
Before we quit this/ KbjeRt of: the deficit, which 
the preſent revolutionary financiers are almoſt equally 
| Kilfal' in embroiling with their predeceffors, it will 


ä—ęœꝙ2—dXnᷣl⅕ẽ ̃ ͤk—ß — — — 
y - 


D 
by 
„ 
WW” 
By > 
Ws - 
2 
bf 
% 
U 
$ A, 
„ 
1 
} 
* 
y 
* 
4 
<Q 
18. 
"GS! 
; 
U 
r 
* 
* 
rl 
I 
U 
j * 
1 
av 
i. \ 
* 
4 - 
= 
by ' 
- $0 
* 
=_ . 
7 4 
4 3 
1 * 
= 
— 0 ” 
+ L 
5 F 
o 
We | 
= 
- 4 
- 4H 
{ 
4 
SS 
7 
oy 
$ 
- Wn 
1 
* 's 
3 
N 
3 
5 1 
11 
=_ © 
= 
1 
* 
«1x 
-® 
7 
- - 
} 
. 
4 
4 
5) 
"vl 


-» 
—— 


* 


* 
> re — ——4— —— — -— — 


_ "ff" 


— — 
—— 


2. * 


DET 


("0 'F | 
perhaps be proper to clear up the doubts which ſome 


perſons entertain, who cannot conceive why the go- 
vernment ſo kindly co-operate in concealing the 
greater part of the deficit under which it is ſinking; 
and this at the very time when, as often as the Di- 
rectory urge the Councils to provide for it, the latter 
uniformly conteſt its amount, or even its exiſtence. ' 
In a word, they will ſay, why do not the Directory 
diſcloſe to the Councils the magnitude and depth of 
this abyſs, which threatens the latter equally with the 
former? 

This queſtion Villers attempted to ſolve, with a 
ſimplicity which ſufficiently explains'the motive of 
all theſe tergiverſations. 

We muſt recollect, that although the treaſury have 
publiſhed the total of the ſums they have diſburſed 
during the year v1. to the various miniſters, not one of 
the latter has thought proper to ſtate in what manner 
he has applied theſe funds, and publiſh his accounts, 
as article 308 of the conſtitution requires them to 
do. A member having lately quoted this article, 
ſaying, The year v11. is already far advanced, and yet 
none of the miniſters have publiſhed their accounts for 
the year vi. the officious Villers roſe in their de- 
fence. Let us hear what this vehement boaſter of 


the mexhauſtible reſources of the Great Nation re- 


plied with his uſual intemperance :. © Repreſenta- 
tives of the people, was it poſſible to publiſh -ac-. 
counts, which would only have exhibited the pain- 
ful and alarming fituation of the public treaſury; 


and which, by diſcovering our embarraſſments, would 


have ſerved to reanimate the hopes of the enemies of our 
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country ; accounts that would only have ſhown the 
enormous amount of our expenſes, which neither 
are nor can poſſibly be paid * 

Here then, at laſt, the true motive appears, which 
influences the adminiſtration to conceal the great 
extent of thoſe expenſes which hey cannot poſſibly pay, 
and that of the deficit, which it is out of their power 
to fill up. But this was not their only motive ; they 
had another, ſomewhat leſs pure than the fear of 
reanimating the hopes of the combined powers +. 
Were they ſuddenly to confeſs a deficit of 5 or 600 
millions, the evident impoſſibility of providing for it 
would throw the Councils, into a ſtate of complete 
diſcouragement, and prevent them from applying to 
the laying on a ſingle: additional tax; whereas, by 
Iimiting themſelves at one time to pointing out a 


* 


n 
* 


* See the Moniteur of 2 [ft February 1799, No. 153, 

F The better to prevent theſe hopes from being reammateu, the 
Direttory have taken great care to urge the Councils to preſerve the · 
profoundeſt ſecrecy relative to the moſt alarming of their meſſages; 

| way ſooner or later, they all come out through the indiſcretion of 
ſome of their confidants: and thus it was, for inſtance, that the 
meſſage of 15th December 1798 was at length made public, wherein 
the Directory conjured, the Councils to remember, that it was the 
deficit that cauſed the ruin of the monarchy : a remonſtrance which 
Lacyte thought proper to quote, to ſhow how little it alarmed him: 
It is a truth,” added he, * that. the deficit was the occaſional 
cauſe of the throne being' deſtroyed ; but it is not, true, that it was the 
efficient cauſe. No; it was the general hatred for the monarchy that 
brought about its fall. The republic has braved every danger with- 
out bread and without finances; and the Directory now attempt to 
alarm us for its future exiſtence, by talking of a deficit in the annual 
receipts,! No; I do not participate in ſuch weak fears. 'The republic 
is eftabl; hed—the republic will exif, becauſe its baſis is in the hearts 
of all ile citizens, —'The deficit, we are told, cauſed the ruin of the 
monarchy.. It ought to have been ſaid, that it was by the depredations 
committed on the finances, and the Sable diſeaſe of expending : 
Too which, they had. not, that the court was deſtrayed. : 
hall leave it to the reader to determine whether the republic 
tave no os dab 3 97 T9 nas: 
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deficit of forty millions, and at another of fixty-ſix, 
the Directory delude the Councils with an object, the 
latter may flatter themſelves with attaining ;- and are 
always careful, at the ſame time, to point out ſuch 
and ſuch ſubjects of taxation, which, as they ſtate, 
will produce the ſum wanted. But ſcarcely is the 
tax decreed, before the Directory ſhuffle off by con- 
feſling, that the deficit was larger than they thought, 
or that the new tax will not yield the ſum expected, 
and therefore that the Councils muſt boldly reſume 
their work. Such, for the laſt fix months, has been 
the conſtant practice of the Directory; and we may 
be confident, that until they ſink beneath a rapidly 
increaſing deficit, they will never ſpeak but of a 
deficiency eaſily to be ſupplied, and that they will 
always have in reſerve ſome new expedient whereby 
to provide for it “*. | 5 

Let us now review the vaſt catalogue of thoſe 
which have been brought forward, fince the tax on 
ſalt was repeatedly rejected through a fear of giving 


* In a ſmall work which M. F. Gentz has lately publiſhed at 
Berlin, on the deficit of the French republic, he has drawn a very 
ingenious diſtinction between various kinds of deficit, namely, the pre- 
fumptive deficit—the actual deficit that which does or will exiſt on 
the taxes already decreed—and that which is expected on thoſe ſtill 
remaining to be propoſed and enacted. Of theſe deficits he ſpeaks 
as follows: When the Directory write to the two Councils, ſaying, 
The eaſenditure of the current year will be 600 mwllions; and, as we 
have only a fireſumpitive receifit of 500 millions to anſwer it, there remains 
a deficit of 100 millions to frrovide for; we muſt underſtand this account 
thus: N you will have the fatriotiſin at this day to decree additional 
receifuts, amounting to 100 mill ions, the equilibrium will (ian fraher) be 
reflored : but as for what frrofortion of the 600 millions already decreed 
may ultimately be paid to the treaſury at the end of the year, this is quite 
another affair ; and on this head we Hall not fail to addreſ you" heres. 
after, as ſoon as we ourſelves are informed of the amount of the real er- 
fenditnere.” | DO ILY ö 
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birth to dangerous compariſons, which the enemies of the 
republic would not fail to point out to the people. 

To come at once to the point; ſome deputics, 
recollecting that during the reign of the aſſignats, 
neither the deficit, nor the receipts, nor the expendi- 
ture, gave them the leaſt untaſineſs, were of opinion, 
that nothing more falutary or efficacious could be 
diſcovered than a new paper circulation ; and the 
idea of eſtabliſhing a national bank, that might lend 
their notes to the government, began to gain ground 
m the two Councils; but Bailleul appears to have 
baniſhed it for ever, by the following queſtion, which 
he put on the 2d February: © Is there a French- 
man fo ignorant as not to perceive, that no fictitious 
circulating medium whatever can poſſibly be emitted? 
Is there one individual among thoſe I am addreſſing 
who can poſſibly doubt, from the experience we have 
had, that /uch @ circulating medium would expire even 

before il were born“ | 
No one member having been bold enough to call 
up the ſhade of the aſlignats againſt him, the Coun- 
cils very naturally recurred to the confiſcations of 
eſtates,” and offered to the engagi/es (the poſſeſſors of 
eſtates. granted or exchanged by the crown for two 
centuries paſt) the alternative of being immediately 
diſpoſſeſſed of them, or engaging to pay a fourth of 
their value. This decree was ſanctioned on the aſ- 
ſarance, that the treaſury would derive from it a ſum 
of ſixty millions. But ſcarcely had the miniſter of 
finances, begun to collect this rich prey before he de- 
clared as follows: Ihe refult of my inveſtigations on 
this ſubject is far fram concluſive ; all my data are in- 


( 453) 
frnitely vague, and ] know not on what fum to fix between 
five and fifteen millions. To ſupply this new deficiency, 
the Council of Five Hundred no longer heſitated 
to lay their hands upon the eſtates of the Proteſtant 
clergy, who, by a kind of miracle, had eſcaped 
the deſtruction that fell on the Catholic church. 
One Couturier propoſed to make a preſent of 
them to the nation, and valued them at 100 mil- 
lions; but his colleague Andre, of the Bas-Rhin, en- 
deavouring to parry this blow by ſpeaking of the 
indemnities due to the Proteſtant miniſters, who have 
generally wives and children to ſupport, Couturier 
replied as follows: Whatever be the cauſes that 
have delayed this nationalization (confiſcation), thoſe 
cauſes muſt now yield to the principles of equality 
we have proclaimed. Theſe prineiples muſt no longer 
be merely confidered as /#blime theories, we muſt put 
them rigorouſly in practice. We ought to reſtore en 
maſſe to the nation what ſanaticiſm has taken from 
our anceſtors in ſmall lots *. This mode of reſuming 
them en maſſe was ſtrongly ſupported by Laurent, 
who filenced the Proteſtant members by the following 
apoſtrophe: * Have we then overthrown fanatical - 
Rome, merely to confer privileges on her baſtard ſon ? 
[ ſhould bluſh at the idea,” 
. 8 


* 2 — 
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It muſt be obſerved, that the lands taken by fanaticiſm from 
their ance/tor; are thoſe of the Augſburg and Helvetic confeſſions, 

all ſituated in the ' conquered departments on the left bank of the 
Rhine. But it remains to be ſeen, whether, the Archduke will 

not come and interrupt theſe auctions, as Marſhal Suwarrow has 

lately in the Milaneſe interrupted the poſſeſſion of thoſe Cifalpine 

citizens, who thought themſelves ſecure and permanent proprietorꝭ 

et che eſtates of the clergy and the prince. | . 
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The Council of Five Hundred bluſhed at it alſo ; 
but hitherto the Council of Elders have not thought 
fit to ſanction the decree. And here it will be 
proper to point out the true motive of this modera- 
tion, in order to diſpel the alarms of thoſe who are 
continually crying out, that the French government 
have ſtill an inappretiable teſqurce 1 in the confiſcation 
of eſtates. 
+ The fact is, the Directory place no value on theſe 
new domains, which are continually thrown in their 
face whenever they apply for ſome permanent tax, or 
ſome extraordinary reſource; , that may be fpeedily 
advanced. And when the Councils granted them the 
eſtates of the engagiſtes, and, at the ſame time, re- 
proached them with not proceeding with ſufficient 
activity in diſpoſing of the ſhare which the nation 
referved to itſelf out of the property df the relations 
of emigrants, the Directory had recourſe to the 
popular pen of Saint-Aubin to proteſt againſt theſe 
imaginary ſubſidies; and the following paſſage, ſigned 
by him, was inſerted in the Directorial gazette : * It 
is a groſs miſiake to believe, that while we have 
national domains to ſell for ſpecie to the amount of 
125 millions, and this at a time when nothing is fo 
ſcarce as ſpecie, and nothing ſo depreciated as lands 
and houſes, we can, by increaſing the quantity, ſell 
to the amount of 180 millions of this claſs of pro- 
So far from thereby augmenting the produce 
of the fales, it would be the true means of preventing 
them from yielding eighty millions; and this for /wa 
reaſons ; firſt, becauſe the more eſtates are put up ſor 
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ſale, the more they are depreciated in value, and the 
lower they muſt be fold. Secondly, the more lands 


are confiſcated, the leſs deſirable does it appear to 


thoſe who have no lands to become purchaſers *.“ 
Theſe 7s reaſons made fo ſtrong an impreſſion on the 


chairman, Males, that in the debates of the 5th 


February he ſuffered theſe werds to eſcape him”: 
« The more national domains you put up to ſale 
at once, the leſs will they produce. If you had as 


many as would amount to a milliard to offer the 


Directory, in order to be ſpeedily turned into money, 
they might undoubtedly be them way, but / them 
they could Nor. 

It was not, however, oY ſome weeks after this 
ingenuous confeilion, that a new committee of finances 
propoſed to open a multitude of ſecret wills and 


+ .codicils, declaring that they pete by theſe means 10 


diſcover further property of emigrants. It is true, they 
did not explain whether they meant to give them 
away or e them; but they were on the point of 


ferretting out all theſe inheritances, when the miniſter 


of finances endeavoured to make them renounce all 
theſe new diſcoveries, by declaring, in his memoir 
of the 28th April, the maximum of what could be 


expected from all the former. He there ſtated, that 


the liquidation of what may be obtained from the co-pro- 
prietors, of the undivided eftates, held - jointly with emi- 
grants, could only be eſtimated at twenty-three millions. 
Aſſuredly it was not through any ſentiment of 
juſtice or of ſhame, that this miniſter regretted hav- 
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ing attempted ſuch unproductive liquidations. No! 


if he has merely the hopes of eventually deriving 
_ twenty-three. millions from this meaſure, he has a 


certainty of having loſt thirty or forty on the duties 
of ſale and transfer ; fince it has been attempted ta 
enrich. the exchequer by ripping up the inheritance 
of eyery republican, among whoſe preſumptive heirs 
there happens to be found an emigrant royaliſt. At 
length, however, he confeſſes or gives to underſtand, 
that this inconſiderate decree is the chief cauſe of 
the fall in the price of land, and the ſagnalion of the 


ſales . Nor ought we to be ſurpriſed at it: on the 
one hand, men do not care to purchaſe confiſcated 


eſtates, which, when the monarchy is reinſtated, will 


certainly be reſtored to the plundered families; and 


on the other, when they purchaſe patrimonial (or 


unconfi ſcated) eſtates, they equally fear the republi- 
can government may unexpectedly claim to be their co- 
(Proprietor, under the pretext of having been ſahſtituted 
in the place of ſome emigrant who is become heir to 


them. The Deputy Huguet has well deſcribed the 
minous conſequenees of theſe ſullſtitutions, by aſking, 
ge ho can purchaſe an eſtate of the relations of emi- 
grants, or even enter into any negotiation with the 
beſt citizen, without fearing the ihperoegtible . 
of collateral emigration ?” 
This ſingle queſtion, to which no one knew how 
to reply, clearly. ſhows, that all hopes of new pro- 
ductive confiſcations have vaniſhed. for ever from the 
- phunderers:of France; that ſuch confiſcations would 
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* Rameſ's report of 24th April 1799, 
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only more and more dry up the ſources of regular 
taxation; and that, as Villers has juſtly told them, 
& It is now only by TaxEs that it is pofſible to provide 
for our expenditure *. | 
It is ſubſequent to this tardy | acknowledgment 
that his colleagues have begun to invent new taxes, 
and that they have ſucceſſively propoſed, as objects 
of taxation, fingle men, glaſſes placed in boudoirs, 
lap-dogs, hair powder, paſſports, and even certifi- 
cates of civiſm, called cartes de furete, But all theſe 
grand fiſcal expedients have been ſucceſſively re- 
Jetted in conſequence of an obſervation of Males, 
that they would only produce an abundant harveſt of ri- 
dicule. TE 

While the legiſlators of this nation, whoſe re- 
ſources are entire, were lamenting that they could not 
diſcover any new ſources of productive taxation, the 
Directory informed them that the tax lately laid on 
gateways and windows, which had at firſt been eſti- 
mated at twenty-five millions, and afterwards at ſix- 
teen, would not produce ten. On receiving this 
afflicting intelligence, the Councils determined to 
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* Since this confeſſion, which is communicated in the Moniteur 
of the 6th January 1799, No. 197, the communes having received 
orders to provide for the equipment of their conſcripts, and to fur- 
niſh' each of them with thirty-five livres in money or effects; ſome 
perſons have inferrE&d, that the revolutionary financiers are again 
. abandoning taxation, and going back to regu//itions in kind, But this 
decree is rather a proof that they are convinced of the impoſhbility 
of at once levying taxes and requiſitions; for it expreſſly orders 
the thirty-five livres to be deduded from the quota of each cons» 
mune for the direct taxes. Hence it appears, that if theſe equip» 
ments have taken place, and ſhould they amount, for inſtance, to 
three millions and a half for the 100,909 conſcripts, the land- tax 
will produce juſt ſo much lefs, that ſum being merely paid in ad, 
vance. * BA” GS, ae tg 2 1 
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quintuple the tax on coach- gate ways, and double 
that on windows; from which, however, ſo little 
advantage has been derived, that Ramel, in his re- 
port of the 28th April, declared, that the produce of 
theſe double and quintuple taxes could only be eſti- 
mated at 6,031,357 livres. The republican legiſla- 
tors had, however, the leſs reaſon to expect ſuch an 
enormous miſcalculation, as they had not made any 
difference between the windows of manufactories and 
thoſe of the moſt magnificent houſes; as the tax had 
been laid indiſcriminately on inhabited and wninha- 
bited houſes; and, in ſhort, as none are excepted but 
truts with only one door and one window, where the 
miſerable inhabitant fhelters himſelf after the fatigues of a 
Jaberious day. But it muſt be remembered that the 
huts of theſe miſerable beings are only exempted from 
the increaſe of the tax, and not from the tax itſelf *. 
Scarcely bad they completed the 'new-modelling 
this tax, and thus rendered it nearly impoſſible to be 
paid, before they were informed of a ftill greater mif- 
calculation in their eftimate of the duty on lawſuits 
"(droits de greffe), which Lepgier had engaged ſhauld 
not produce leſs than twenty millions +. Males having 
announced on the 28th January, that, every thing 
taken into account, "their commutee could ſcarcely believe 
this object would yield three millions, they determined, 

on the 2d of March, to triple the rate of this new tax. 
As they had only laid it, however, on thoſe who 
plead before the civil and commercial tribunals, it 
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could not be liable to much blame, were it not an 
open violation of the great charter of the conſtitution, 
which promiſed to the French nation that juſtice 
ſhould be adminiſtered gratuitoiſiy to the people, 
though they are now obliged to pay for it, even pre- 
vious to being allowed to appear before the judge. 
But what ſhall we think of the new tax which re- 
mains to be mentioned ? Can it be believed that the 
two Councils have recently decreed, almoſt unani- 
mouſly, that henceforward the expenſes of law pro- 
ceedings ſhall be levied on the property of the perſons 
condemned by the criminal, eng and * tri- 
bunals ? 
It is certain that the increaſe of robberies has ren- 
dered theſe expenſes enormous, ſince the legiflators 
of the Great Nation have given their countrymen the 
title of the regenerated nation ; but it 1s more than 
doubtful, whether the property of the condemned 
criminals will ever pay the hundredth part of the 


— 


amount. In vain did the Deputy Goutret acknow- 


ledge, in the fitting of the 7th April, that “ he 
had long been a member of a criminal tribunal, and 
that out of 500 perſons condemned, he had ſearcely 
known three able to pay the expenſe of the -proceed- 
ings.” But he was anſwered, that “ a criminal de- 
clares war againſt ſociety, and owes it indemni- 
ties.” Upon this, the levying theſe W was 
yu er decreed. 

Had the Council, in order to deter men from 
crimes by the fear of puniſhment, left it at the diſere- 


tion of the judges whether or not to confiſcate the 


property of the convicts, ſuch a law would neither 
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| have been without example, nor, perhaps, deſtitute of 


utility: but it was without example to make it a 
financial reſource. Never was a decree more calcu- 
lated to leave the unfortunate malefactor's widow and 
children, who will be driven perhaps by miſery to the 


highway, no other reſource than theft, by tearing 


from them their wretched bed at the very moment 
when they hear the ſentence which leads their father 
to the ſcaffold. 

This expedient would perhaps be the moſt extra- 
ordinary that ever appeared in the fiſcal code of any 
nation, bad not the miniſter of finances diſcovered 
a- ſtill more productive reſource, He has lately put 
up to ſale, throughout France, all thofe croſs and 
bye roads Which lie convenient for the proprietors of 
the adjacent eſtates. After having ſo well ſucceeded 
in-renderipg the roads impaſſable, it is the leſs ſur- 


pPriſing that, under pretext of refforing them lo agricul: 
ture, be: ſhould find it more convenient to fel] them 
for the benefit of the exchequer, than to repair them. 
But what can be better calculated than this new 


auction, to complete the picture of the inen hauſtible 
reſources of the Great NATION * * ö 
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— See the Redacteur of the 13th April, No. 1213; containing a 


letter, in which Ramel defires every. central adminiſtration to ſend 
bim an account of tlie bye-roads that may be broken uf within their ju- 
riſdiction, to ft them w/e to, auttion, and to furniſh him, as ſoon as 


| poſſible, an eſtimate of the ſum theſe ſales are likely to produce, 


« It is neceſſary,“ he writes, “ that the croſs · roads, the inutility 
of which may appear a ſufficient reaſon for their being broken up, 
Mould be reſtored to agriculture. But it does not follow, that the 
nation ought thus | gratuitouſly to ſacrifice+the' public property, 
which, on the contrary, is to be ſold for their benefit —I preſume 


that, in general, the owners of the adjacent eftates will be more 


gefivoys, of purchaſing theſe roads than any other perſons; and i 
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Such was the laſt expedient adopted by the Di- 
rectory, when the aſſaſſination of their plenipoten- 
tiaries at Raſtadt furniſhed them with a very plan- 
fible pretext to renew their demands for money. 
This pretext was ſeized with avidity; and iu the 
meſſage, in which they called for vengeance from 
the Councils, they took care to add, © that, to 
render this vengeance prompt and ſerrible, they muſt, 
before all things, reſtore the equilibrium between the 
receipts and the expenditure.” | 
Ot the fifteen confidential members who had ſet 
down their names to ſpeak upon this meſſage, Sher- 
lock was the firſt who aſcended the tribune, where he 
had ſcarcely pronounced the words Generous manes 
of Roberjot, be paciſied; vengeance is preparing for ou; 
before he was interrupted by a multitude of yoices 
crying out, Bayonets, bayonets The ſpeaker, after 
waiting in vain for ſome one of the Directorial party 
to utter the word which was the object of his ſpeech, 
as well as of the meſlage ; namely, taxes ; was obliged 
to pronounce it himſelf, and exclaimed, «© I fend 
forth the idea of a war-tax.” Thoſe who had inter- 
rupted him by invoking the vengeance of bayonets, 
knew not what to oppoſe to this idea, which having 
been referred to a committee of ſeven, the Council role, 
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fact the ſoil that is thus to be 4 ola is „„ cenvenient for dem 


. 


It is remarkable that this appeared to him ſo happy a thought, 
that he was unwilling to throw away a ſin ngle moment in ſoliciting 
a decree to enforce it; or at leaſt conſidered himſelf as ' ſufficiently 
authorized to adopt that meaſure by the law, which permits him to 
diſpoſe of the moveable dion belonging to the nation ge 
national), upon the my conditions that can de ee. 
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amidſt cries, a thouſand times repeated, of, Vengeance, 
vengeance, againſt the mfamous Houſe of Auſtria * ! | 
"Bertier was appointed to draw up this new report; 
and although he acknowledged, that the exifting re- 
ſources are not in equilibrium with the public emergencies, 
and that, in the war department, the whole is almoſt ex- 
' pended at the end of the eighth month; yet he added, 
. that it was problematical whether the deficit would 
amount to ſixty-ſix millions. But it did not appear 
to him at all problematical, whether it was poſſible 
to provide for it immediately by an addition of ten per 
cent. on moſt of the taxes, even on the duty on ſales 
and transfers, and the ſtamp-duties, the produce of 
which has diminiſhed ſo conſiderably finee their rates 
have been raiſed: The only exception he propoſed was 
that on gateways, which had lately been quintupled, 
and which he now again canſed to be doubled; ſo 
©» that it has been raiſed, within a few decades, to ten 
times its former amount, and this even before the firſt 
tax had been aſſeſſed, ſo as to make trial of it. 
But of all the articles taxed, that on which Bertier 
reckons moſt, and which he eſtimates at thirty-fix 
millions, is an increaſe of ten per cent. on the land- tax, 
and on the perſonal and mobiliary taxes: though, in 


X See the account of this memorable ſitting in the Moniteurs of 
the gth, roth, and 11th May, Nos. 231, 232, and 233; containing, 
1ſt. the ſpeech of Decomberouffe, who obſerved, that the cabinet of 
Auftria is a calamity to Eurofe ; 2d. the addreſs of the French go- 
vernment to all nations and governments, to demand à union of exe- 
tration againff the Houſe of Auftria ; and, laſtly, this flouriſh of Garat, 
Can victory be long uncertain or wavering * No; I atteſt even our 
DEFEATS, % DEFEATS herein our ſoldiers have" ſurpaſſed, have 
ifaced” all the moſt illuſitious achievements that have from century to 
century emblazoned the annals of courage. . mw 
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the budget of the current year, theſe three contribu- 
tions had been reduced by almoſt double that ſum, and 
this at the expreſs deſire of the Directory, who urged 
the Councils to open their eyes to the extreme ſur- 
charge of the direct taxes, and to diminiſh the rate 
of them, in order to increaſe their produce: a very 
wiſe ſuggeſtion, and in which they were ſupported. 
and even anticipated by Bruſle ; who had told the 
Councils, that the infallible conſequence of too heavy 
a tax is, that not even that portion of it which might 
be borne is paid *, | 
The Council of Elders, notwithſtanding their ab- 
horrence for direct taxes, have at length been tired 
out, and conſented to this addition en maſſe; the pro- 
duce of which will ſoon make them underſtand what 
Dean Swiſt meant when he ſaid, that in the arithmetic 
of finances two and two do not always make four, 
and that ſometimes they only make one. 

/ - We muſt, however, do theſe worthy people the 
juſtice to ſay, that on this laſt occaſion they have given 
an example of perſonal ſacrifices, by ſubjecting: them 
ſelves to a deduction of one tenth on the exceſs of 
their indemnities above 3000 livres; an act of gene- 

| rofity which would have done them more honour, 

| had they not ſome days before augmented them 
12 per cent. by ſignifying to the treaſury, that they: 

F intend to be paid, not in livres tournois, but in- 

francs. This ſmall clandeſtine increaſe, however, is 

but a trifle, compared with the million they voted 
themlelyes, in Oe 1797. as a torhpenſatan; for: 
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* | Moniteurs of 4th June ep 12th Auguſt 1798, No. 256; and. 32 3. 
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+. Mt up the privilege of franking, and the three 
millions they laſt year added to their indemnities, 
which are thus doubled, in lieu of being diminiſhed 
a fourth, as the conſtitution would require, in conſe- 
quence of the fall in the price of corn. 

But what will the Directory think, when they per- 
ceive that the Councils have found no other ſubſidy 
worth offering them, than an order to give up a tenth 
of their ſalaries, and the re- eſlabliſhment of the /ur- 
charge on the direct taxes, from which they had them- 
ſelves conjured the legiſlative body to relieve the 
people, and that merely in order to increaſe the re- 
venue? No doubt the Directory will ſoon have occa- 
ion io ſuggeſt ſome other wwar-tax, more bet to 
ſupporting the expenſes of the campaign. | 

Nothing can be more eaſy than to decree ſome 
—— tax; the only difficulty is, how to 


' © TJevy it without proportionally diminiſhing the pro- 
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duce of the ordinary taxes. In a word, the whole 
queſtion reduces itſelf to this; Is it poſſible, by 
any means whatever, to extort ſrom this impo- 
veriſhed and exhauſted people a net annual revenue 
of more than 320 millions, which is above one third 
of their taxable income? Aſſuredly, even ſhould the 
preſent rulers of France increaſe the land · tax in a ten- 
ſold ratio, like that on gateways; ſhould they put up 
to ſale not only the croſs- roads, but alſo the high- 
' ways, and the whole territory of France; we may 
_ defy them to raiſe more than one million a day; and 
' I flatter myſelf I have proved, that even this ſum 
would fill leave a daily cm EI wm of | 

at leaſt two o millions of Hvres. 
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No wonder then if the alarms of theſe proud re- 
publicans are increaſing in proportion to the progreſs 


of their deficit and their expenditure. The greater 


part, both of their late debates and publications “, 
turn entirely on the diſtreſs of the national treaſury; 
and even the moſt ſhort-ſighted begin to diſcover, 


that this is the rock on which they are deſtined to 


ſplit ; Let us remember, ſays Regnier, let Us remem- 
Ber, that Pitt has declared, France can only be van- 
guiſhed by her finances b. 

I do not, however, remember having ever read any 
ſuch declaration in the ſpeeches of Mr. Pitt; and we 
muſt confeſs, that ſuch a prediction, had he uttered 
it, would have been already falſified by the hero af 


' Auſtria, and the conqueror of the invincible arm 


of Italy. But I well remember, that at the time 
when the revolutionary financiers were terrifying all 


Europe by boaſting of their coloſſal fortune, Mr. Pitt 


declared, that this coloſſal fortune of aſſignats and con- 


© fiſcations was but @ GIGANTIC 8SWINDLING TRICK; that 
being founded in robbery, it would ſoon crumble 


away of itſelf, and only leave that credulous and. cri- 
final nation the anguiſh of remorſe and the pangs . 
of miſery ; that if the coaleſced powers had but per- 

ſeverance "ge to go on till that event take place; 


— * „ * 
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* Citizen Per one of the beſt writers of ebnen France, 


has inſerted in the Monitepr of zd January a ſhort diſſertation on 
the finances, in which he goes ſtill further than Saint-Aubin ; he ſays, 


Theſe are the true FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE ho conſider the ruin 4 | 


the finances as the principle of ſocial diſſolution. If this is true, It 


I could point out the true friend of the great, or rather of the 


nation, as Bailleul, endeavouring to outdo e 


ſtyled the French. 
+ Moniteur of 19th February 1799, No, 181. 
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if. they contitiue: to unite ;/ in ſhort, if they imitate 
Great Britain in making ſuch warlike efforts as are 
proportioned to the formidable extent of the danger, 
the regular, and conſequently durable diſplay of the 
financial reſources of the belligerent powers, would 
have a moſt ſtriking influence on the ultimate iſſue 
of this grand ſtruggle. | 

This influence becomes daily more conſpicuous ; 
and every one may now anticipate the brilliant pro- 
ſpe& that-opens before the coaleſced powers, if they 


determine not to lay down their arms till they have 
torn from this military republic all its conqueſts 
without exception; or if they take proper meaſures 


to reduce it by Kxnzusriox, in caſe it cannot be 
done by force of arms. And even ſhould it be ne- 
ceſfary, in purſuit of this grand object, patiently to 


| ſuffer, ſome further misfortunes, and carry on ſeyeral 
| more campaigns; what true friend to peace would con- 
| tent to loſe the fruits of ſo many ſacrifices by refuſing 


to prolong them till that ſucceſs is attained, without 
which: Europe can neither enjoy peace nor civiliza- 


tion? But this, monſter in politics is already ap- 
| pronching: its diſſolution; and perhaps the day is not 
far diſtant, when thoſe who once believed in the in- 


exhanſtible reſources of crimes, and in its Perma- 
nent triumph, will ſee it expiated by the exemplary 
tataſtrophe of that government, of; regicides. Who 


knows. but the impious preſident of the Directory 
may already have opened, though without being 


aware ol it, the decrees of that Divine Providence 
whom he meant to blaſpheme, when he ſaid a few 
months ago to his accomplices, Before the ſe vent i 


( 49 ) | 
year of the republic ſhall have brought on the anniverſary 


of this feſtival (the roth Auguſt), the day of 2 
wil come, and PROVIDENCE WILL BE zört rm * 


Fa 
| June 20, 1799. 

_ SINCE the above: was written, many important 
facts and confeſſions have come out, which ſhow 
that the late defeats of the French have, in a great 
degree, ariſen from the exhauſtion of their finances; 
which have neither admitted of their proviſioning 
places of retreat in time, of their completing the 
recruiting of the armies, of remounting the cavalry, 
nor even of providing the fum neceſſary ſor their pay: 
which the army of Italy complained of not having 
received when the campaign opened. The fame 
Garat, who appealed to their defeats as pledges of 
"future 'wifories, had ſhortly before ſhown: ſomewhat 
more foreſight, when, abandoning predictions, and 
confitiing himſelf to facts, be ſaid, on the 14th 
February 1799, 1 ſpeak of what I have ſeen,” and 
I have ſeen every where throughout Italy, that our 
means are terribly diſproportioned to our enterpriſes. 
1 have ſeen our armies in want of ſoldiers, and our 
ſoldiers in want of every 1 RE for armies. 
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n es bb 0BRHING, Get 4 fer Lays. after this 
ſpeech, the antitheſis of which, no doubt, made him 
forget its imprudence; this eye-witneſs of the priva- 
tions of the army of Italy applauded, in uniſon with 
all his colleagues, at the renewal of hoſtilities; the 
meſſage announcing which was only interrupted by 
unanimous cries of Vive la republigue ! A few months 
before, the late Director Carnot, though exiled by 
the Councils, had, however, the generoſity to warn 


them of the dreadful conſequences of a new war, 
which he foretold would be the ſureſt means of 
again tendering the exiſtence of the republic a problem; 
and although its duration never has been a very dif- 
ficult problem to thoſe who know the French, and 
reflect upon their hiſtory, it is certain, that to re- 
commence the war without finances, was wantonly 
to accelerate the diſſolution of this problematical re- 
public. It was in the character of one of its Found- 
e that he declared to the new leaders, at it was 
| 1 the verge of "Fuin,, unleſs. they perdily opened their 
eyat ta the itnation of the finances, and perceived. that 
1 flats, whatever. be its conflitution; cannot poſſeſs Ha- 
billy, unle/s there" be an equilibrium between the diſplay. of 
i. Hrengul and. the | reproduBtios of its reſources, He 
even added, that * though, fince the treaty of Campo 
Formio, the French armies had no. longer been at 
war with the great powers,” he was convinced they 
would. be rednevd at tho end of the campaign (that 
of 1798) ene ener former num 
bers. wy Bro wilt t ab 

—At that eee e vat wacky hs mn 
opinion, and I endeavoured t6 ſhow; that no confi- 
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dence whatever could be placed in the army. Iiſt 
which Scherer, the miniſter at war, uſed from time 
to time to publiſh, in order to perſuade the coaleſced 
powers, that the republican army actually amounted to 

above 400,000 men. b 
No one member of the Councils was the dupe of 
theſe hyperboles ; for they well knew that the pre- 
tended efefive credits which they granted this mi- 


niſter, would ſcarcely ſuffice for the maintenance of 


100 or 150,000 men. Yet they now pretend to call 
him to an acconnt for his exaggeration with regard 
to the number of the troops, which, juſt before 
the declaration of war with Auſtria, he | tated 
to amount to 337,000 men. Among other things 
Bertier reproaches him with having there repre- 
ſented the cavalry as conſiſting of 68,000 men, 'where- 
as to make up that number, it would have been 


neceflary to purchaſe 40,000 horſes. If this is true, 


and if the cavalry are really reduced to perform their 
ſervice on foot, Ike the marc chauſſce, not only this 
new ſpecies of deficit accounts for the preſent ſpe. 
riority of the coaleſced armies, by very GI _ 
bat'it infures them future ſucceſſee. 
In truth;'we ſcarcely know whether we _ to 
feel moſt diſguſted at the baſe hypocriſy or the igno- 
rant ſtupidity of the French financiers, who haye 
only ſupplied the government with 161 millions dars 
ing fix months, and who accuſe them, as of à crime, 
for not being able, with ſo triſling a ſum, at once to 
provide for their own devouring indemnities, the pur. 
chaſe of 40, 000 horſes, and the maintenance of 
337, ooo men under arm. 0 
But what crowns this inſtance. of Na and 
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injuſtice, the Council of Five Hundred, not content 
with accuſing the miniſter: of theſe miſ-ſtatements, 
have, on'the 6th of June, addreſſed a moſt threatening - 
meſſage to the government, in which they ſay, Citi- 
zens Directors, every thing announces that the ſaſety 
of the nation is threatened from wiſlut, and that in 
this the internal tranquillity may be involved. Under 
theſe circumſtances, we have a right to expect the 
communications I to be ge: to us by the con- 
ſtitution.““ 

The Directory, 3 wi; no doubt OE if 
un ſo critical a moment, they can continue tole- 
rably collected, that if the ſafety of the nation is 
threatened from withou?, the Councils muſt attribute 
it to the renewal of the war, which they them- 
ſelves provoked to the utmoſt of their power, de- 
_ Elaring it was the only means of putting the finances 
n the road to melioration. The Directory will not fail 
to add, that the legiſlative body, who ſo unani- 
mouſiy applauded this meaſure, have, with equal 
unanimity, rejected every productive tax that has 
deen propoſed for carrying it on. As to the commas» 
nt Which the Council of Five Hundred accuſe 
them of withholding, the Directory will appeal to 
the innumerable meſſages, wherein, ever fince the 
annibilation of the affignats and mandats, they have 
been continually repeating, that the recipe are daily 
becoming more and more infufficient for the various 
branches f the public ſervice ; that the deficit is an 
abyſs into which the republic will fall; aud that it is 
condemned to periſh, like the monarchy, by the er- 
kauftion of tie fhances. They will point out, that 
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the \mpotiibility of either paying the public fundtion- 
aries, or finding men who are able and willing to 
_ . diſcharge thoſe offices gratuitouſly : and as to the de- 


feats the armies have met with abroad, they will under- 
take to prove, that the Councils might have avoided, 


and might ſtill repair them, by procuring ſufficient 
funds for. mounting the cayalry, and proviſioning 
and paying the: troops. In ſhort, they will not fail 


to repeat, ttiat with money the republic may be ſaved. 
But it remains to be ſeen, whether they will ſtill 
dare alſo to repeat that ts reſources are. entire. 

Such, probably, will this new communication be: 


and ſuch would be a ſufficient reply to the very in- 


diſcrect queſtions contained in the following addrefs 
of, the inhabitants of Grenoble, read in the fitting of 
the I 5th May: © Legiſlators and Directors, how is 


it, that in our camps the de/ertion. of the troops is 


almoſt univerſal, and that the ſeventh military diviſion 
is not eyen ſtrong enough to ſeize and arreſt the de» 
beiter? How i is it that the military adminiſtrations are 
rolling in money, while the troops ate left utterly 


ORs ; inſomuch that the conſcripts. who arrived 


at Milan, found neither, bread to tat nor ſtraw to 
lie on, and thus their dgſertian was, pro vote 
5 This addreſs having been publicly read and ſent. to 
the Ditedory, t the inhabitants of Grenoble entered into 
a further correſpondence, with, the, prefident, of. the 
Council of Five, Hundred; and on the 6th June ad- 


dreſſed a ſecond diſpatch to him, in which they ſay. 
The wounded. ſoldiers, who have. returned-from; the 
army, and the conſcripts who happen to be fick, arg 

leſt without ſuccour, the hoſpitals being unprovided 
with every thing neceflary for their POE IO 


| . | "if 472) i 

A ndeney; is ſo general, that there is reaſon to ſcar 
a ſpeedy and ab/olute diſorganization. AS 

& If, however,” added theſe warm patriots, . * <6 the 
_ adminiſtrations and generals of the interior had money 
at their diſpoſal, they might yet provide for the moſt 
preſſing wants: but wwi/hout reſources what can be 
* undertaken, what can be done? nothing but acts of 
deſpair : and you know, Citizens Legiſlators, that 
deſpair leads to the m dreadful cataftrophes.” 
II this be ſo, I was not far wrong, when, four years 
ago, I ventured to predict, that when the French go- 
vernment ſhould be no longer poſſeſſed of a paper 
circulating medium, when their neighbours ſhould 
no longer ſuffer themſelves to be pillaged with im- 
punity by their armies, the de/ertion_ of the republi- 
can troops would be provoked by the. utterly dęſtitute 
.condition.to which they would infallibly be reduced; 
that their leaders being then left without money or 
-\ reſourtes, and nothing being done to reljeve their 
moſt preſſing wants, deſpair would fhortly lead them 
tio what they would call the mof dreadful cataſtrophe, 
to that of the imperiſtable republic periſhing by the 
exhauſtion of the finances, I Qill perſiſi with increaſ- 
ing confidence in this conjecture, though ſtill adding 
the fame indiſpenſable condition with Which I ſet 
out, namely, that the death of the monſier depends, 
above all things, on the allies perfifling In the war, 
and on the extent of | their ſacrifices: is prebent the ra- 
publican armies from ſeizing the reſources of one conguered 
country after another, in order thereby fill to Ee,» a4 
ile 4 of other n. | 
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